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July 2014 – The border between Lakes and Unity states has long been a center of conflict between Dinka and Nuer communities that threatened to destabilize South Sudan. However, this tense and fragile border is an example of grassroots cooperation between ethnically polarized communities despite the crisis that erupted in South Sudan in December 2013, thanks in part to USAID’s continued support to peace initiatives in the area.

Largely disconnected from South Sudan’s transportation networks, markets and government services, the Lakes-Unity border has historically seen persistent cattle raiding and competition over cattle grazing land and water resources. USAID’s construction in 2014 of a cross-border market in the town of Amokpiny and previous construction of border administration posts is helping to transform the relationship between Nuer in Unity State and Dinka in Lakes State from one of competition to one that is mutually beneficial. In addition to promoting economic development and peaceful Dinka-Nuer relations, the market also serves as a center of conflict resolution and hosts community events during the rainy season. 

The market has already been so successful in solidifying peaceful relations between Unity and Lakes residents that local officials have decided to give it a new name: the Amokpiny Peace Market. According to Unity State Minister of Information Peter Makoth Malual, “After seeing their leaders sit side by side with their Dinka counterparts at the Amokpiny Peace Market, displaced Nuer and traders are trooping to Lakes with confidence that their interests will be protected there.” A Lakes State official highlighted the market’s importance in providing peaceful employment opportunities for local Dinka youth, noting that “idle and unemployed youth susceptible to recruitment into tribal conflicts now have a different source of livelihood.”
Facing food insecurity and a deteriorating humanitarian situation as the national crisis continues, residents of the Lakes-Unity border are increasing cross-border trade to help stabilize their conflict-prone area and provide humanitarian relief to areas affected by severe food insecurity. By overcoming past grievances and working together, these Nuer and Dinka communities are showing their neighbors a model of sustainable, locally driven peace during a time of nationwide crisis. 
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