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South Sudan Joint Education Sector Review concludes with renewed commitment to education

Juba, 7 November 2014 – Amidst the current crisis, the Minister of Education, Science and Technology (MoEST), together with the Deputy Minister and the ten State Ministries, led the first country-wide Joint Sector Review meeting from November 4-6.  The States were unanimous in underlining the situation of teachers, i.e., qualifications, training, salaries and lack of females, as a major challenge in bringing and retaining children, youth and adults in school and other learning facilities.
The MoEST officials were joined by the Education Committee of the National Legislative Assembly, officials from the Ministry of Finance, representatives of development partners from the DFID, EU, UNESCO, UNICEF and USAID and NGOs. Despite the crisis that has gripped the country since last December which displaced some 1.4 million South Sudanese internally and forced an estimated 400,000 girls and boys out of school, the Review noted some progress in ensuring the right of education for every child, youth and adult in the country.  
Concretely, the achievements include SSP 60 million in grants that have been distributed to over 2,700 primary and 200 secondary schools for running costs and to improve the learning environment;  67,000 girls have received funds to encourage them to stay in school; two Teacher Training Institutes are reopening with four more planned; the first ever national curriculum for South Sudan is under development with the curriculum framework completed; the first standardized national secondary school examinations have been held; and nearly 180,000 girls and boys aged 3-18 are receiving education in emergencies support.
Participants also noted the four substantive education flagship programmes – the multi-donor Global Partnership for Education, Girls’ Education South Sudan Programme, Room to Learn and the Improved Management of Education Delivery programme – that are beginning to yield results for children and young people.
“The Government is committed to its role as an agent of peace through education and a vision of ‘Education For All’ in South Sudan,” said Minister of Education, Science and Technology, the Honorable John Gai Yoh, at the Review meeting, “No one can stop the growth of our children and we should not play politics with their education. I call on all the people of South Sudan to embrace peace and give our children the opportunity to go to school wherever they may be,” he added. In the discussion, the importance of literacy for children, young people and adults as a foundation for learning was brought up together with the need to pay attention to providing the necessary technical, vocational and other life skills to the people. 
Besides challenges relating to teachers, shortage of education materials, lack of schools, poor infrastructure and inadequate school monitoring and inspection are other key barriers mentioned by State officials. Presently South Sudan allocates less than 10% of its budget to education so increasing this allocation needs to be an important advocacy area. In addition, families and communities, especially those displaced by the crisis and pastoralists, need to be convinced to send their children, especially the girls, to school. Underlining all of these challenges is the ongoing crisis in the country, which is having a major impact on education. Part of the Review was also devoted to the presentation and discussion of the restructuring of the Ministry.
Key to the success of the Review was the active involvement of all ten States’ Ministers of Education who shared local solutions and opportunities to scale up quality education services. Some of the creative responses adopted by States to respond to localized challenges include mobilization of communities, double-shifting classrooms, spot monitoring and school inspection, and establishing and maintaining school gardens.
At the conclusion of the Review, all participants renewed their commitment to improve accountability and coordination to provide quality education support to all particularly those of excluded, marginalised groups in order to reduce present and future disparities in education attainment.
#                #                #
UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in everything we do. Together with our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories to translate that commitment into practical action, focusing special effort on reaching the most vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of all children, everywhere. For more information about UNICEF and its work visit: www.unicef.org
For more information about UNICEF and its work visit: www.unicef.org
Follow UNICEF on Twitter and Facebook 

For Further Information contact: Claire McKeever, UNICEF, +211 955 109 325, cmckeever@unicef.org 	
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