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THE UNIVERSITY
OF lowa

Do you love to create short stories ?
Write poems?

Do you enjoy reading and discussing all
kinds of books?

Do you want to share your ideas with
students from other countries?

pply to Between the Lines!

BTL brings together young writers from
the Arabic-speaking world and the United
States for an intensive two-weeks of
reading, creative writing, and cultural ex-
change through the International Writing
Program in lowa City, lowa.

A typical day in the program includes a
literature seminar and writing workshop
led by published writers, plus plenty of
free time to have fun and explore a part
of the US!

To be eligible to apply, you must be:
16-19 years old

A native Arabic speaker capable of
writing, reading, and speaking

in English

Passionate about writing!

Apply by contacting the Cultural
Affairs Officer at the U.S. Embassy
for application information:

Name: Ruba Hattar
Phone: + 962 6 590 6050
Email: HattarRH@state.gov

Submit all application materials and
writing samples by February 6, 2014.

iwp

International
Writing Program



BTL Program at the University of lowa:

The University of lowa will host once again a workshop for gifted young writers from
June 21 —July 5, 2014 The participating students will be immersed in the premier
creative writing culture of the United States as part of an exchange that will broaden
and sharpen their writing skills and build bridges among Russian, American and Arabic-
Speaking young, creative leaders. The workshops will be conducted in English, Arabic
and Russian. The program is designed to further written communication and multi-
national collaboration skills among emerging young leaders and to maximize their
impact as young literary voices in their own communities. The program will also include
seminars on literary topics, cultural visits, and other local events. At the culmination of
the on-site program, the students’ writings (in English, Arabic and Russian) will be
collected into a printed booklet to be used for educational purposes.

Application Instructions

a) Nominee's full name (as it appears on his/her passport),

b) City and country of birth (as it appears on his/her passport)
c¢) Country of residency

d) Country of citizenship

e) Nominee’s date of birth

f) Nominee’s email address.

Requirements for Students:

All nominees must supply the following:

a) A writing sample of 6-8 pages of prose and/or poetry in Arabic.

b) A writing sample of 6-8 pages of prose and/or poetry in English. School essays and
other non-fiction writing will not be accepted.

c) A brief one-paragraph statement of purpose in English describing why writing is
important to their life, and what they hope to learn at BTL.

d) A writing sample of 2-5 pages of prose and/or poetry in either language in response
to one of the following writing prompts:



e One day, you (or your main character) sit down at your kitchen table only to
find that there is someone already there. Who is sitting across from you? Why
are they there? Write a short story or poem.

e  Write a story or poem inspired by the following statement: “Searching for love
is good, but finding love when you weren’t looking for it is better.”

All writing samples must be sent in 12-point font and have one -inch margins all around.

The program will also include an opportunity for two overseas teachers to accompany
the students as chaperones, one male and one female. A substantive educational
program created by the IWP will enable the chaperones to further their teaching skills
during their time in the United States.

Requirements for Chaperones: A BTL chaperone should ideally be a teacher who is
interested in creative writing and has not had previous exposure to the United States.
The chaperones should be able to fully participate in a formal English language program
on creative writing teaching methods that will also include American teachers.
Moreover, the chaperone must be reliable, mature, and willing and able to take on the
dual responsibilities of their own program and the overall duties of overseeing the
students.

Each chaperone nominee must submit a resume/CV and a brief statement of purpose
(both in English) describing his or her proposed goals for the program and how his or
her participation would benefit the program. The resume/CV and statement of purpose
may also be sent along with the emailed application. Note: If additional chaperones are
needed for travel, IWP will make suitable arrangements. Once in the United States,
additional chaperones will be made available through the University of lowa’s existing
summer programs.

All applications must be sent to the U.S. Embassy in Amman, to hattarrh@state.gov no
later than February 6, 2014.
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