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International Education Week
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International Education Week (IEW) is an
opportunity to celebrate the benefits of
international education and exchange worldwide.
This joint initiative of the U.S. Department of State
and the U.S. Department of Education is part of our
efforts to promote programs that prepare students
for a global environment and attract future leaders
from abroad to study, learn, and exchange
experiences in the United States.

IEW Facebook page

For information on International Students in the U.S.,
see the Open Doors Report
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Secretary Clinton on International Education

“Whether it's a summer course, a semester immersion, or a degree program, study abroad can be one of
the most rewarding experiences in a young person’s life. International students enrich classrooms and
communities with their ideas, perspectives, and culture. And when they return home, they bring new
knowledge, new perspectives, and a deeper understanding of the world.

This year, the number of international students studying in the United States reached a record high.
International education is a growth sector for the United States, having increased by 7 percent last year.
And worldwide, women make up almost half the total international student body. That’s the good news.
Unfortunately, only one percent of American students from two- and four-year institutions are studying
abroad.

So as we celebrate International Education Week this year, | am asking all American students to commit to
expanding your worldview by studying in another country. And | hope the administrators of American
colleges and universities will support this study abroad experience. To get started, visit the State
Department’s travel website at travel.state.gov, and apply for a passport.

The United States has always been a global leader in higher education. But to remain a leader in this ever-
changing world, we must push ourselves to not just think globally, but to get out there and study globally
as well.”

Thank you.

A video message is available here:

http://video.state.gov/en/video/1274659288001

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYfnjYp933M&feature=channel video title
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Statement on International Education Week 2011 by U.S. Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan November 14-18, 2011

“l am pleased to announce the 12th annual International Education Week starting on November 14. This year’s
theme is International Education: Inspiring Students Locally to Succeed Globally.

International Education Week is a joint initiative of the U.S. Departments of Education and State. It celebrates
the benefits of understanding the world around us so we can better communicate and collaborate with others
from different cultures. It is an ideal opportunity to inspire students to broaden their horizons through global
learning, foreign languages and international exchange.

President Obama and | are passionate about providing all of our children with an education that will enable them
to succeed in a globally competitive economy where knowledge and innovation are more important than ever.
And, with the world’s economies and societies becoming more and more interdependent, it is almost impossible
to distinguish between domestic and international issues.

Therefore, we must work together to give all of our students an outstanding education, which includes learning
about our global partners — their cultures, histories, languages, values, and viewpoints. We must focus on
integrating international perspectives into our classrooms. It is through education and exchange that we become
better collaborators, competitors and compassionate neighbors in this global society.

There is no longer any doubt that local actions have international effects and consequences. International
Education Week 2011 is a time to celebrate our connection with the world around us. | hope that you will join
me this November in highlighting the importance of international education and exchange.”
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International Students: Preparing to Be Tomorrow’s Leaders

The United States is “working energetically across the globe to increase the numbers” of international students who
come to the United States as well as U.S. students who study overseas, says the top State Department official in charge
of exchange programs.

“We want people from all different backgrounds and countries to study here,” acting Assistant Secretary of State Adam
Ereli said during a November 14 round-table discussion that kicked off International Education Week 2011, which runs
November 14—18. He praised Saudi Arabia for the number of students it sends abroad — “an investment in its future
generations” — and noted that the president of Chile and five members of the Chilean Cabinet are alumni of the
Fulbright exchange program. Along with Ereli, five students currently or recently enrolled in study-abroad programs
spoke at the Foreign Press Center in Washington. International students are essential to the United States, said Ereli.
People-to-people exchanges help create bonds between countries, and “there’s not one country in the world we don’t
want stronger bonds with.” Besides, “foreign students enrich our universities. They expose Americans to new ideas, new
ways of seeing things — offering new perspectives to professors and other students.”
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"International Education: Inspiring Students Locally to Succeed Globally"

This year marks the 12th annual International Education
Week (IEW), November 14-18, 2011. International
Education Week celebrates the importance and benefits
of international education in the United States and
around the world. This year’s theme is "International
Education: Inspiring Students Locally to Succeed
Globally."
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During this week, the Consulate has been very busy L ———

talking with various groups, universities, and the general . m
public about education in the U.S. |

America House, the U.S. Consulate General’s cultural
center in Jerusalem, in conjunction with AMIDEAST,
hosted an Open House on November 14, 2011, for the
general public interested in educational opportunities to
study in the U.S,, including how to apply for U.S. student
visas, and locally available educational advising services.

Representatives from the U.S. Consulate General and
AMIDEAST conducted an afternoon seminar for high
school and university administrators, counselors and
educators titled: Study in the U.S.: How the U.S.
Consulate and AMIDEAST can Assist Your Educational
Institution in Getting Your Students into U.S. Universities
and Prepare Students for U.S. Culture and Visa
Processing. This event was part of the U.S. Consulate
General’s International Education Week outreach
activities.

In addition, on Wednesday, November 16 and Thursday
November 17, 2011, we met with students and faculty of
Al Quds University and Bethlehem University, where we
talked about studying in the U.S., and gave them
information about student visas as well. We will be
continuing our education week activities next week,
speaking with high school students and high school
counselors and administrators.

If any schools are interested in learning more about U.S.
education, we would be happy to set up seminars with you.
Please feel free to contact us at
UsConGenJerusalem@state.gov

For more information about International Education Week,
please visit: http://iew.state.gov/.
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Remarks by Consul General Rubinstein at Augusta Victoria Hospital’s Diabetes Day

1

“Dr. Tawfiq Nasser, distinguished guests, and, most importantly, children: | am honored to be here with you
today to celebrate this fun day of learning at Augusta Victoria Hospital, one of East Jerusalem’s most well-
known and prestigious hospitals. | hear we have friends from Hebron, Bethlehem, Ramallah, Al Eizariya, Abu
Dis, and Jerusalem here with us today. I'm also glad to see so many parents in the audience; their support and
encouragement is so very important. Today, we will learn about diabetes and how best to manage it so that
each one of you can enjoy a healthy and productive life. | am proud that the U.S. Department of State is
sponsoring this important program.

In addition to today’s Diabetes Awareness event, the United States Government has worked closely with
Augusta Victoria Hospital through the years in numerous fields. U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID) programs have supported the Hospital’s intensive care unit, village health outreach activities, and
procurement of vital equipment for dialysis, radiation, and mammography. This assistance has helped
Augusta Victoria Hospital provide quality care for complicated treatments, allowing patients to receive
treatment here instead of traveling to Egypt, Jordan, or Israel. Recently, the U.S. Consulate community
planted trees and flowers here. This project will be integrated into the hospital’s outdoor cancer treatment
garden. | am proud of what we have achieved together.”
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Emily Elbert performs in Jerusalem and Ramallah

On November 7, The U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem and America House hosted American
singer and songwriter Emily Elbert, one of Glamour Magazine’s top ten college women. Emily
performed in Jerusalem and Ramallah during the week beginning November 7 2011. Visit our
Facebook page to see more photos.

See Video Report on Emily Elbert’s performances in Ramallah on Wattan TV

Listen to Emily Elbert’s Song- Do Without
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Special Webchat Briefing on the Arab Spring

r

On November 1, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern Affairs Tamara C. Wittes participated in a
special webchat briefing on the Arab Spring and other Middle East issues on State Department Live, the State
Department’s interactive online video platform for engaging international media.

Deputy Assistant Secretary Tamara C. Wittes: “The United States, along with a very wide majority in the
international community and along with countries in the region and Israelis and Palestinians, all of us agree
on the core goal, which is a two-state solution where Israel and Palestine live side by side in dignity and
sovereignty and peace....Suggested Caption 2: “We are very focused — working with the Quartet on trying to
get the two parties back to direct talks. But we’re not only doing that in the interim. We're engaged in
discussions separately with the Israelis and with the Palestinians on a couple of core issues — on security and
on land.....We think it’s very important to try and advance this process, because it’s only through working
through these very difficult, very painful issues that Palestinians will get the self-determination that they are
seeking and that they deserve.”
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U.S. Department of State Expedites Student Visa Processing

During International Education Week, the U.S. Department of State highlights existing efforts to attract future
leaders from abroad to take advantage of the exceptional educational opportunities in the United States. We
also recognize that foreign students bring with them tremendous intellectual, social, and economic benefits. As
part of these efforts, the Department’s Bureau of Consular Affairs gives student visa appointments special
priority.

All U.S. embassies and consulates expedite visa processing for foreign students to ensure qualified students are
able to begin their academic program on time. Worldwide, the maximum wait for a student visa appointment is
fewer than 15 days. Foreign students can apply for their visas up to 120 days before their academic programs
begin. We always encourage all visa applicants to apply early.

At home and abroad, students continue to seek international education to gain the skills, the contacts, and the
experience necessary to succeed in the global marketplace. The consistent growth in international enrollments
in the United States attests to the universally recognized pre-eminence of the country’s higher education
system. International education grew by nearly 9 percent during the 2010/11 academic year, and foreign
students studying in the United States brought $21.3 billion into the domestic economy. Most importantly,
educational exchanges foster mutual understanding, respect, and goodwill between Americans and people
around the world.

To learn more about International Education Week, click here.
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STUDY IN THE U.S.
EXCHANGES.
STATE.GOV

2012-2013 Fulbright Visiting Scholar Program: Post-Doctoral Research/Lecturing Opportunity in the U.S.:

The Fulbright Visiting Senior Scholar Award provides an opportunity to post-doctoral scholars who are to begin a program of research or
teaching in 2012/2013 at an accredited university, or a public or private, non-private, non-profit research institute in the United States.
Deadline: November 30, 2011

2012 Study of the United States Institutes (SUSI) Summer Programs Scholars and Secondary School Educators:

The U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem announces the call for applications for the 2012 Study of the United States Institute (SUSI) for
Scholars and Secondary School Educators. The SUSI institute programs are intensive post-graduate level academic programs with integrated
study tours whose purpose is to provide foreign secondary school educators and scholars the opportunity to deepen their understanding of
American society, culture and institutions. The ultimate goal of SUSI programs is to strengthen curricula and improve the quality of teaching
about the United States in academic institutions abroad.

Application Deadline: December 1, 2011

"Doors to Diplomacy" 2012 International Web Project Competition for Middle and High School Students:

The Department of State and the Global SchoolNet Foundation announce the 2012 "Doors to Diplomacy" award competition, recognizing the
student-created Global SchoolNet Web projects from around the globe that best teach others about the importance of international affairs
and diplomacy.

To qualify, middle school and high school students will work in small teams with teacher-coaches. Projects must be completed by March 15,
2012, and winners will be announced in May 2012. Every team that enters a project will receive a special "Doors to Diplomacy" certificate
recognizing their achievement. Each student member of the two winning teams — one American and one international — will also receive a
$2,000 scholarship and the winning coaches’ schools will each receive a $500 cash award.

Deadline: March 15, 2012.

For a complete description of the competition and information about eligibility and judging criteria, please visit
http://globalschoolnet.org/gsndoors/. For more information, contact Dr. Yvonne Marie Andres of Global SchoolNet by phone at (760) 635-
0001 or by e-mail at diplomacy@globalschoolnet.org or Wanda Ramsey of the Department of State by e-mail at RamseyWC@state.gov.

MEPI Information Technology (IT) Partnership Program

The Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPT) announces the launch of the first-ever Information Technology (IT) Program that seeks to link
MEPI grantees with major IT corporations. Through this new partnership, local NGOs will be able to access the latest computer software,
hardware, and related training to improve the effectiveness of their projects, build organizational capacity, and assist with cementing the
long-term sustainability of their work. For more information, please contact us at mepi-it-partnerships@state.gov
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U.S. Consulate General Jerusalem
Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation
CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The U.S. Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation (AFCP) has announced a call for proposals for cultural preservation projects at Palestinian historical
and cultural sites. The deadline for submission to the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem is December 1, 2011.

More information about the Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation may be found at: http://exchanges.state.gov/heritage/afcp.html

1. PRIORITY AREAS: The AFCP supports projects to preserve cultural heritage in the following three categories:
-Cultural Sites

-Cultural Objects and Collections

-Forms of Traditional Cultural Expression

2. PRIORITY ACTIVITIES: The AFCP gives top priority to project activities that are in keeping with international cultural heritage preservation standards.
These activities may include:

-In the case of CULTURAL SITES, restoration of a historic building, preservation of an archaeological site, or documentation of cultural sites in a region for
preservation purposes.

-In the case of CULTURAL OBJECTS AND COLLECTIONS, conservation treatment for an object or collection of objects; needs assessment of a collection with
respect to its condition and strategies for improving its state of conservation; inventory of a collection for conservation and protection purposes; the
creation of safe environments for storage or display of collections; or specialized training in the care and preservation of collections.

-In the case of FORMS OF TRADITIONAL CULTURAL EXPRESSION, documentation and audiovisual recording of traditional music and dance forms for
preservation and eventual dissemination, or support for training in the preservation of traditional arts or crafts that are threatened by extinction.
Stakeholders may include national, regional, or local cultural authorities; the local community; and others with vested interests in the site and the outcome
of a project.

3. COST SHARING: AFCP encourages cost sharing, contributions in kind, and other forms of cost participation.
4. HOW TO APPLY: (DEADLINE: December 1, 2011)

Proposal requirements:

A. Project purpose that briefly explains the project objectives and desired results;

B. Project activities description that explains how the applicant intends to achieve the project objectives and results, presents proposed tasks in a logical
order, and describes how those tasks directly contribute towards achieving the project objectives and results;

C. Project timeframe or schedule that identifies the major project phases and milestones, with performance target dates for achieving them;

D. Statement of importance highlighting the historic, architectural, artistic, or cultural (non religious) values of the cultural site, object, collection, or form of
traditional expression;

E. Statement of urgency indicating the severity of the situation and explaining why the project must take place now;

F. Rationale for U.S. support that explains why the U.S. government ought to fund this project;

G. Detailed project budget, demarcated in one-year budget periods (2011, 2012, 2013, etc.), that lists all costs in cost categories (Personnel, Travel (including
Per Diem), Equipment, Supplies, Contractual, Other Direct Costs); indicates funds from other sources; and gives a justification for any anticipated
international travel costs;

H.Applicant information, including resumes or CVs of the proposed project director and key project participants, that demonstrates that the applying entity
(ministry of culture, NGO, etc.) has the requisite experience and the capacity to manage projects to preserve cultural heritage;

I. Proof of official permission to undertake the project and the endorsement and support of the appropriate national authority;

J. Attachments, including at least three high quality digital images (JPEGs) or audiovisual files that convey the nature and condition of the site, object, or
form of expression and, in the case of a site or object, show the urgency or need for the proposed project (collapsing wall, water damage, worn fabric,
broken handle, etc).

K. Proposals should not exceed $200,000. Last year, AFCP awards worldwide ranged from $10,000 to $254,000 with an average award amount of $57,600.

Please submit proposals via e-mail to Suzan Nammari, Senior Cultural Affairs Specialist, U.S. Consulate General Jerusalem, by email at
nammarisq@state.gov by December 1, 2011.
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International and Regional News

U.S. Strategy for a Changing Middle East
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Secretary Clinton’s Social Media Townterview
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Clinton Says

Forest Whitaker — Working with UNESCO
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