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Q Mr. President, thank you for this opportunity, we really
appreciate it.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you so much.

0 Sir, you just met with your personal envoy to the Middle East,
Senator Mitchell. Obviously, his first task is to consolidate the
cease-fire. But beyond that you've been saying that you want to pursue
actively and aggressively peacemaking between the Palestinians and the

Israelis. Tell us a little bit about how do you see your personal
role, because, you know, if the President of the United States is not
involved, nothing happens -- as the history of peacemaking shows. Will

you be proposing ideas, pitching proposals, parameters, as one of your
predecessors did? Or just urging the parties to come up with their own
resolutions, as your immediate predecessor did?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think the most important thing is for the
United States to get engaged right away. And George Mitchell is
somebody of enormous stature. He is one of the few people who have
international experience brokering peace deals.



