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I am happy for this opportunity to share my views with you at a time, when Jamaica is in great 

need of the realization of the visions and dreams of a colossal thinker such as Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jnr. Like the dream that Dr. King had for the United States of America, I have a dream of 

for an inclusive Jamaica. 

It’s January 2025 and the small island nation of Jamaica is a major power broker, not only in the 

Caribbean but in the western hemisphere and the world.  The economy is booming!  The Net 

International Reserves, NIR, and the Gross Domestic Product, GDP, are at the best they have 

ever been and the quality of life of the vast majority of Jamaicans mirrors that of a ‘First World’ 

country at the summit of its boom period.  Yes, Jamaica is a First World country! All of this is 

happening a full five years before the nation’s ‘First World’ attainment target year of 2030. 

The booming economy is earning significantly from revenues which come directly and indirectly 

from a number of sources. These include the relatively new Logistics Hub, a booming Tourism 

sector and the harmonization of the nation created by the unification of political parties and 

peoples of different hues, religious background and social and economic standing.   

The Logistics Hub Initiative include the expansion of the Kingston terminal services; the 

development of the Vernam Field airport on the south coast, to international status and the use of 

the logistics hub by a large number of vessels traversing the waters of the region in the name of 

trade.    

The harmonization of the nation’s citizenry has resulted in a drastic reduction in crime.  In fact, 

to the surprise of the world, Jamaica has not had a single murder in the last twelve months.   
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This has resulted in the vast growth of Kingston’s prospect as a tourist destination.  In fact, 

Kingston is now not only Jamaica’s center of business of commerce but is also the tourist capital 

of the country.  

Ten years ago in 2015, Jamaica was welcoming just over two million stop-over visitors. Today 

in 2025, she is welcoming in excess of six million stop-over visitors. Bear in mind, that it took 

the country twenty five years to move this figure from one million to two million. But alas, in ten 

years, it has moved from two to six million. 

As a nation, we didn’t look back; we were visionary and forward thinking.  This is what led to 

the unification of political parties.  This was the biggest surprise, not only for the rest of the 

world, but also for Jamaicans. Previously, the administration of the nation had never been able to 

escape from what was commonly referred to as ‘tribal politics’. Today, the political leaders sit, 

legislate and administer the nation’s business in one accord.  Jamaica is truly a First World 

country! 

The color barrier which was dominant and existed in Jamaica for twenty years subsequent to 

independence has now been expunged.  No one could have said it better than Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jnr, himself, when he quoted the American Constitution in declaring in his I have a dream 

speech, that all men regardless of color, are “guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of "Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." 

 

The leaders of Jamaica and by extension the people of this rock of a nation, had a dream that as 

Dr. King further stated,  “one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its 
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creed: We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal." Yes, all Jamaicans 

were created equal. 

The equality not only stops there, it now extends to social and economic attainment by all 

Jamaicans.  All individuals and families now live in proper dwellings as our earning power has 

increased and shacks have been eradicated from the Jamaican landscape.  

People of different religious faiths now also co-exist without intimidation or fear of each other’s 

thoughts and beliefs.  Jamaica is known for its many churches or places of worship and for so 

many different religious groups to now exist in harmony is truly an achievement.  It is still a 

dream for most countries around the world. 

All of this positive energy and exponential economic growth is tantamount to evidence that if we 

pool ideas and work together as a nation, we can move mountains and achieve our goals which 

first appear as mere dreams.   

Yes, like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jnr, the Jamaicans had a dream that gunshots would never 

again ring out from any part of Kingston, Clarendon or St. James.  We had a dream that the 

country would experience prosperity from Morant Point to Negril Point.  We had a dream that 

the country would attain First World status by 2030. That dream was able to bear fruit five years 

earlier than anticipated… 

…Oops, it’s really January, 2015 and I am foreseeing what the future holds simply because of 

the great dream of inclusiveness that I have for my island home, Jamaica.  Yes, like Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jnr, I have a dream that one day, my island home Jamaica, will climb out of the 

abys of social, economic and political failures that currently exist.  I have a dream that my island 
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home Jamaica, will experience the prosperity and inclusiveness that she and her citizens truly 

deserve regardless of their status in society. 

And when this perennial but realistic dream of mine is realized, I hope I will be around with my 

children and grandchildren to shout from the depths of my lungs and the top of my voice: 

Inclusiveness at last!  Inclusiveness at last! 

Thank God Almighty, Jamaica is seeing Inclusiveness at last! 

 


