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A U.S. passport can be renewed before it expires 
 
Question: “I am a U.S. citizen living in Jamaica who is planning to travel to the United States 

with my children for the holidays.  When is the best time to renew passports?  Can I renew them 

before they expire?” 

You can renew passports any time, including before they expire.  We strongly recommend that 

you always check passport expiration dates before you finalize any travel arrangements.  As 

passports cannot be extended and it takes eight to ten days from the date of your appointment 

at the Embassy in Kingston or three to four weeks from your appointment at the Consular 

Agency in Montego Bay to receive your new passport, planning in advance is essential.  

Remember, there is no way to expedite passport renewals outside of the United States. 

You should schedule an appointment online by following the instructions available at 

http://kingston.usembassy.gov/appointments.html.  Appointments fill up very quickly around 

busy travel seasons, so do not wait until last minute to make an appointment. 

All applicants, both minors and adults, must attend the appointment in person.  In addition, 

applicants under age sixteen must present a birth certificate.  If both parents reside in Jamaica, 

they must both appear in person.  Parents who reside overseas must provide an original 

notarized consent form DS-3053 and a copy of their government issued ID.   If a child’s 

appearance has changed significantly since the last passport issuance, the parents or guardian 

should also bring photos showing how the child has changed over the past 5 years.  An 

incomplete application will further delay passport issuance.  

The most current information on renewing passports comes directly from the U.S. Embassy in 

Kingston, http://kingston.usembassy.gov/, or the www.travel.state.gov  website.  Have you 

registered your trip to or presence in Jamaica?  Go to https://step.state.gov. 
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