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8`g 8] "j] 
 

8] Yj] kaehdq `a_` k[`ggd klm\]flk o`g ^]]d [geh]dd]\ lg hYkk Ydgf_ Y e]kkY_] lg l`] ogjd\º   
 
5`]j] Yj] [`Yf_]k `Yhh]faf_ af gmj #]\gmaf [geemfalq l`Yl eYfq h]ghd] Yj] mfYoYj] g^º  4ge] eYq l`afc 
l`Yl o]· Yk #]\gmaf oge]f· \gfÂl `Yn] Y nga[]· \gfÂl `Yn] ja_`lk· Yf\ l`Yl o] Yj] ghhj]kk]\º  8] Yj] eYcaf_ 
l`ak eY_Yraf] lg l]dd l`] ogjd\ l`Yl o] \g ̀Yn] Y nga[]· o] Yj] [dYaeaf_ gmj ja_`lk· Yf\ o] oadd fgl Z] gh¼
hj]kk]\º  5`ak ak lg k`go qgm o`g o] j]Yddq Yj] Yf\ o`Yl gmj [geemfalq g^ oge]f ak \gaf_ ^gj l`] ogjd\º 
 
*l ak ljm] l`Yl af l`] hYkl #]\gmaf _ajdk o]j] ^gjZa\\]f lg \g eYfq l`af_k· af[dm\af_ _g lg k[`ggdº  )go]n]j· 
lg\Yq l`]j] Yj] eYfq km[[]kk^md· ]\m[Yl]\ #]\gmaf oge]f jakaf_ mh af gmj [geemfalq Yf\ af l`] ogjd\ lg 
eYc] Yf aehY[lº  5`ak e]Yfk l`Yl [`Yf_] [Yf ̀Yhh]f Yf\ al ak ̀Yhh]faf_ fgoº   
 
.Ycaf_ Y hgkalan] [`Yf_] oal` oge]fÂk akkm]k af #]\gmaf kg[a]lq ak fgl ]Ykqº  .Yfq h]ghd] l`afc l`Yl hjg¼
_j]kkagf Yf\ [`Yf_] e]Yfk lg [`Yf_] ]n]jql`af_· ]n]f lg _an] mh qgmj ljY\alagfk Yf\ nYdm]kº  8]· `go]n]j· 
Z]da]n] alÂk n]jq aehgjlYfl l`Yl o] ogjc lgoYj\ gmj _gYdk o`ad] eYaflYafaf_ gmj Z]da]^k Yf\ afl]_jalq Z][Ymk] 
g^ l`] ka_fa³[Yf[] l`]q `gd\ af gmj dan]kº   
 
0mj \j]Ye ak l`Yl gf] \Yq· af ogjcaf_ lgoYj\ gmj _gYd lg_]l`]j· o] oadd gn]j[ge] Ydd gZklY[d]k Yf\ l`]j] oadd 
Z] ^j]]\ge Yf\ bmkla[] ^gj #]\gmaf _ajdk Yf\ oge]fº  5`ak ak gmj nakagf ^gj ]n]jq h]jkgf ^Y[af_ kg[aYd afbmkla[] 
af l`] ogjd\· Yf\ o] `gh] l`Yl gmj klgja]k oadd afkhaj] gl`]jk lg kl]h \ada_]fldq Yf\ h]Y[]^mddq lgoYj\ mkaf_ 
l`]aj nga[] lg d]Yn] Y ³f_]jhjafl oal` mkº  5`Yfc qgm ^gj j]Y\af_½ 
 
 
                   The Fingerprint Family 

 
4lm\]fl "ml`gjk Yf\ $gfljaZmlaf_ &\algjk 
"Z]]j "dYljYk` 
)Ya^Y "d-%Y\Y 
,`YodY "dfYZZYjq 
4`ajYr "dfYZZYjq 
4geYa` "dfYZZYjq 
"\Ye )]dYdq 
 
$gn]j (jYh`a[ %]ka_f 
"ea]d ;Y_mjq ÑYea]dºrY_mjq¶_eYadº[geÒ 
 
4mh]jnakaf_ 5]Y[`]j 
4YeajY "Zm (gk`Î"eYd )a_` 4[`ggd &f_dak` $ggj\afYlgj  
 
&\algj Yf\ $ggj\afYlgj 
.afY )g_k]ǓÎ&f_dak` -Yf_mY_] ']ddgo 
       &eZYkkq g^ l`] 6fal]\ 4lYl]k g^ "e]ja[Y· 5]d "nan 
 
0n]jk]]af_ %aj][lgj 
%jº 3Y[`]d 5YdÎ)]Y\ g^ &f_dak` 4lm\a]k ^gj "eYd 4[`ggdk· *kjY]d 



h¦w CLbD9wtwLb¢Υ .ŜŘƻǳƛƴ ²ƻƳŜƴ aŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ /ƘŀƴƎŜ             5 

 

u FIRST BEDOUIN WOM-
AN TO EARN A HIGH 
SCHOOL DIPLOMA AND A 
DRIVERS LICENSE. 

u EARNED A BACHE-
LORôS DEGREE IN HE-
BREW LANGUAGE 
TEACHING. 

u CURRENTLY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE 
HURA WOMENôS COUN-
CIL. 

Interview 
with... 

Nayfeh Nebari 

Tell us about your life. 

I was born in a Bedouin Village in Israel named Hura and 

attended an elementary school there until the fifth grade.  I 

moved with my family in the sixth grade to Jerusalem, 

about an hour and a half away from the village in which I 

grew up.  Upon finishing the 12th grade, I became the first 

Bedouin girl to complete high school.  Subsequent to this, I 

studied Education with a focus in Hebrew Language at a 

College in Jerusalem., and then worked as a Hebrew Lan-

guage teacher there until 1994.  It was during those years 

while teaching in Jerusalem that I married a wonderful and 

educated man.  In 1994, I returned with my family to our 

home village of Hura in the south of Israel and worked as a 

teacher of Hebrew Language until I retired in 2006.  Short-

ly thereafter, I came out of early retirement and volunteered 

Here is Mrs. Nebari (2nd from the left)  

meeting with the Fingerprint Family. 

at the Women's Council for three years.  I canôt sit just 

doing nothing!  Today I continue to volunteer with pro-

jects focused on womenôs empowerment, rehabilitation 

and youth.  I also oversee the womenôs kitchen in Hura, 

am a member of the Center for Food Security at Ben 

Gurion University, and am a member of a forum for 

women activists and social workers. 

What challenges have you faced in pursuing an educa-

tion, especially from your family?  

I actually have not encountered many problems from my 

parents, but rather have had the overall support of my 

family.  A few  of them even had an insistence on educa-

tion, despite the fact that when we moved to Jerusalem 

some members of my extended family came to my par-

ents and tried to convince them to forbid me to complete 

high school.  They said that itôs sufficient to learn 

through the ninth grade, and also tried to convince my 

parents to arrange my marriage with a young man they 

knewébut my father opposed the idea and allowed me to 

complete my education and receive my high school di-

ploma.  After I finished the twelfth grade, the same peo-

ple returned and tried to arrange my marriage, this time 

trying to convince me not to complete my university edu-

cation.  I refused and told them I preferred education, and 

my immediate family supported me, as always. 

Why did you choose education over marriage when they 

asked you that?   

I knew marriage would interfere with my area of focus at 

the timeðmy educationðby bringing many new and 

overwhelming responsibilities into my life.  Also, if I got 

married and tried to remain a university student, I 

wouldôve been preoccupied with my studies, causing me 

to compromise or neglect my family and my home.  Fur-

thermore, the young man who proposed marriage to me 

wasnôt the young man of which I dreamed, so I decided 
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to complete my education, 

which I was confident 

would give me the ability 

to manage a successful 

home in the future.   

Do you have daughters? If 

so, what is your perspec-

tive on their education and 

future? 

I have five wonderful 

daughters, all of whom are 

educated.  Two have com-

pleted their education at 

universities, and the third 

will finish this year.  My 

fourth daughter is in her 

third year at the university, 

and my fifth daughter is 

now finished high school.  

I refuse to force anything 

on my daughters, so if they 

decide to marry I will al-

low them to choose the 

partner of their choice. Two 

of my daughters married 

people outside our village, 

which is very uncommon 

in our society.  However, I 

didnôt listen to anyone de-

spite the criticism made by 

some people.  My first in-

terest was the happiness 

and well-being of my 

daughters.   

Would you mind if one of 

your daughters wanted to 

study outside of Israel? 

Never!  I donôt have any 

problem with my daughters 

to leave the country for edu-

cational purposes.  I fully 

support this because experi-

ences such as these build a 

strong personality and make 

you dependent on yourself, 

your ethics and your faith. 

Do you believe a woman 

should complete her educa-

tion before getting married? 

In general, I support women 

first and foremost pursuing 

their education.  If a woman 

can marry an educated and 

upstanding man while being 

able to reconcile the care of 

her home, raising her chil-

dren, and simultaneously 

completing her education, 

then Iôm not against marrying 

early. 

  

What advice do you have for girls, espe-

cially Bedouin girls, seeking success in 

their lives? 

To me, success in life is to respect your-

self, others, and your community.  To all 

girls, I advise to never give up on your 

education.  Choose an area of study rele-

vant to society, particularly that your com-

munity needs.  Itôs essential that every girl 

always keeps high moral expectations for 

herself, especially for Bedouin girls who 

go to the University because theyôre be-

coming the focus of attention for our entire 

society.  Since theyôre being viewed under 

this microscope, itôs important that their 

actions can be looked upon with respect 

and as being somehow favorable to the 

vision of their community.  I truly hope 

that Bedouin girls will continue on this 

path as they progress toward pursuing their 

individual dreams while keeping their her-

itage and traditions intact. 

ñTo me, success 
 

 in life is to  
 
 Respect   

yourself, others, 
 

 and your  
 

community.ò 

Pictured above is Mrs. Nebari  speaking to a room of 12th grade Bedouin 

girls about her life, focusing on the importance of education.  
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u FIRST 
BEDOUN  
    WOMAN TO 
EARN A PH.D.  

u BALANCES 
BEING A 
MOTHER, 
WIFE, AND 
PROFESSION-

AL. 

u PROFESSOR, 
RESEARCHER, 
AND SPEAKER 
AT INTERNA-
TIONAL CON-
FERENCES. 

Interview 
with... 

Abu-Rabia-Queder 
Dr. Sarab  

Please tell us a little about your native culture. 

I was born in the city of Beersheva and see myself as a 

part of three cultures.  The first part is the Bedouin 

community, with reference to my father's origin from 

an unrecognized Bedouin village in Southern Israel.  

The second comes from my mother from the North of 

Israel, so visiting my Arab relatives there during the 

holidays has always been a part of my life as well.  

The third part comes from studying during my high 

school years in Jewish-Israeli schools in Beershe-

va ,where weôve also lived. 

 

What was your earlier education like? 

Since Arab families who live in Beersheva donôt re-

ceive any educational frames, 

I studied in a Bedouin ele-

mentary school in Tel Sheva 

until the 7th grade because it 

was very important for my 

parents that I was able to 

keep my identity, my herit-

age, and my roots while start-

ing my education.  Then I be-

gan at a Jewish high school in 

Beersheva due to the low lev-

el of the educational system in 

the Bedouin village during that time.  I was the only 

Arab student in my class, there were only two other 

Arab students in my entire High School, and it was 

during the First Intifada.  Being a Bedouin Arab in this 

context wasnôt easy, so you had to defend your identi-

ty.  Every time there was a bomb or an event to threat-

en security, students used to examine my perceptions, 

my ideas, and my loyalties.  It was difficult when I 

was a teenager, but I had good friends who respected 

our differences in cultures.  It was a good atmosphere, 

even if the political climate was bad.  My best friends 

understood me and we were close.  Still today I have 

good friends from high school who are great people 

and are not against Arabs.  Also, being a teenager was 

hard because, as a Bedouin student, I wasnôt allowed 

to do other things the Jewish students around me did.  

For instance, I didnôt go to parties.  I followed tradi-

tions and expectations as a Muslim.  This was never 

an issue for me because I knew my father gave me a 

very rare opportunity to do something with my life 

through my education and I didnôt want to disappoint 

him.  All my life, even today as a married woman, I 

continue to want to not disappoint him and to show 

him that I know he and my mother gave me a unique 

opportunity and it was all worth it.   

 

Did you ever suffer from 

any racism? 

Yes.  In high school, there 

was some from students who 

didnôt know me and they 

called me and my siblings 

names.  When we first arrived 

to Beersheva, people had 

written ñBeware ï Hamas is 

here.ò  A different time when 

we moved to a new neighbor-

hood, someone had written on 

a door, ñDie, Arabs, die.ò  So, yes, I suffered from 

prejudice and racism growing up, which was very dif-

ficult, but we learned to face it and be strong to rise 

above it.  My parents taught us how to deal with things 

as strong and independent individuals.  I didnôt really 

experience racism at the university.  There itôs a more 

pluralistic institution that is more accepting of diversi-

ty.    

 

Would you have liked to have gone to an Arab high 

school? 

I donôt regret and wouldnôt change the life I had be-

Ȱ-Ù ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÕÓ ÈÏ× 

ÔÏ ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÁÓ 

ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ 

ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓȢȱ 

FE
AT
UR
E 

AR
TI
CL
E! 
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cause it strengthened me, taught me, and gave me 

tools for how to live with others.  When you live and 

experience three cultures as both an insider and an out-

sider, you become more flexible and understanding of 

other cultures.  

Now my chil-

dren go to 

study at the 

Hagar Bilin-

gual School 

in Beersheva 

to be able to 

develop aca-

demically and 

multicultural-

ly, as I was 

able to.  They 

know Hebrew 

and Arabic, 

and are not 

afraid or em-

barrassed as 

some others 

are for the 

Arab culture 

to be a part of 

their identity.   

This is the 

most important 

thing to me because 

stability in your self

-identity is something that will always give you power 

and will affect everything else in your life. 

What was your experience like of studying at Ben 

Gurion University? 

At first, I thought I knew I wanted to be a medical doc-

tor, perhaps because my father is a doctor.  Eventually, 

I decided I wanted to study Education.  I never accept-

ed any scholarships based on my heritage, culture, or 

differences.  I didnôt want special treatment.  I wanted 

to be treated professionally and not culturally, based 

only on my ability.  I started teaching in Rahat at age 

18 and was able to examine and identify the gaps be-

tween the Arab school in Rahat and the Jewish-Israeli 

school I had just attended as a teenager.  There was a 

huge contrast between the Bedouin educational system 

and the Jewish educational system.  For example, there 

were no libraries or laboratory facilities in Bedouin 

schools to be able to do science experiments of any 

sort as there were in Jewish schools.  Another differ-

ence I noticed was that at a certain age, a high rate of 

Bedouin girls drop out of school right before high 

school.  This drove me to do my Masterôs Thesis on 

the school drop-out rates across three generations of 

Bedouin women.  When I read the literature and previ-

ous studies on this top-

ic, they blamed tradi-

tion and hadnôt even 

directly interviewed 

girls who had dropped 

out, but rather had inter-

viewed male parents, 

teachers, and principals.  

It took me a year to 

identify these girls who 

had dropped out and to 

interview them and 

their families.  I came 

to the conclusion that 

we shouldnôt just blame 

traditions and say 

ñThey donôt allow their 

daughters to go to 

schools because this is 

their tradition, and so 

they are wrong.ò  No.  

We have to examine 

and understand why 

some Bedouins donôt 

allow girls to go to school, 

and this clash between the 

modern perception of 

schoolðwhich is called co-educationðand the tradi-

tional perceptions.  60% of the people I interviewed 

didnôt want their daughter to be mixed with or sit next 

to boys in a 

classroom 

because it 

was some-

thing that 

may danger 

or risk their 

honor, 

which goes 

back to up-

holding 

traditional 

beliefs.  It 

isnôt be-

cause the 

father 

doesnôt 

Dr. Abu-Rabia (far right) gave us the opportunity to share  

breakfast together and hear about her life and experiences. 

άhƴŜΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ 

ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ 

ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎ 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 
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