
 

 

THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DUBLIN 

PROUDLY PRESENTS: 

SOUL STEPS 

   

The clap of the hand! The stomp of the foot! For over a century, step dancers 

have used their bodies as musical instruments to create a new physical 

language that inspires, celebrates and forges community. 

PLEASE JOIN SOUL STEPS FOR A FREE WORKSHOP OR PERFORMANCE! 

FREE WORKSHOP: MONDAY – FEBRUARY 8, 2010 

DANCE THEATRE OF IRELAND, BLOOMFIELD CENTRE 

DUN LAOGHAIRE 
Register by phone 01-280 3455, email: info@dancetheatreireland.com 

or at the Centre personally. 

FREE PERFORMANCE: TUESDAY – FEBRUARY 9, 2010 

AXIS CENTRE, BALLYMUN 
Please book complimentary tickets through the Axis box office at 01-883 2100 

 

Please join the Embassy of the United States of America in celebrating  

African American History Month 

For more information and history visit: 

www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov 

www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov


             THE SOUL STEPS 

 

Maxine Lyle, Owner/Artistic Director, began stepping at the age of 
seven in her hometown of Newark, NJ. She now performs, choreographs and offers step 
instruction to youth and adults throughout the Northeast. She has extensively researched the 
local and international history of stepping. In 1996 she co-founded Sankofa, the Williams 
College step team, which celebrated its tenth anniversary in 2006 and is now under the 
official auspices of the Williams College Dance Program. She has been a creative advisor to 
college and youth step teams and taught at arts institutions, including the Youth Alive Step 
Team (Pittsfield, MA), the Manhattan College Step Team, the Westfield State University 
Step Team, the Vermont Arts Exchange, Berkshire Pulse, Eden Hill, and Simon's Rock. Her 
choreography has been featured at the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art (Mass 
MoCA). She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from Williams College and Master 
of Fine Arts degree in Theatrical Management and Producing from Columbia University. 
 

Angela L. Brackett, a native of Hillsborough, New Jersey, began 
stepping at the age of 6 in her church community. She co-founded Hillsborough High 
School's first step team in 2002. She studied dance at Raritan Valley Community College and 
continued her dance education at Hunter College in New York City. While at Hunter, Ms. 
Brackett performed with the Inter-varsity Christian Fellowship Step Team and toured with 
the Hunter College Dance Company, where she worked with well-known choreographers 
Ronald K. Brown, Robin Dunn, and Randy James.  



Heather  DeLeon hails from Brooklyn, NY. She is a 2005 graduate of 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, where she majored in English Communications. As a 
young girl her father introduced her to the art of stepping and in 2001 she founded Hatari, the 
MCLA step team.  Since Joining Soul Steps in 2005 Heather has performed, choreographed 
and provided step instruction to students old & young alike throughout the North East and 
Internationally.  She facilitates community based step workshops and educational programs 
and travels to various states to promote the company at national performing arts conferences.  
Heather is a proud member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., and when not touring with Soul 
Steps she works diligently to improve the quality of life for members of the Brooklyn 
Community.  
 

Dionne Norton, a native of the "Boogie Down" Bronx, New York, she 
has been stepping from the age of 14. In high school she formed an acclaimed step team, 
Soundz of Thunda, which performed at the Apollo Theater. She went on to Manhattan 
College to receive a BS in Marketing, and choreographed and performed with the Manhattan 
College Step Team. Upon graduation she became a step instructor for students ages 6-21 in 
Mission Society after-school programs, and also choreographed for Moving Up/Graduation 
Ceremonies, a special education program at P168 in the Bronx. When she is not stepping, Ms. 
Norton works for the American Museum of Natural History and performs with the 
Renaissance Steel Chamber Ensemble.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brian McCollum is a native of Forestville, Maryland.  He has been 
stepping ever 
since the seventh grade.  He is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. and has 
lead step teams to district and national competitions.  Brian has stepped all around 
the world from Tennessee to Tanzania.  He has been featured in the documentary, The Human 
Hambone, commercials, and BET's 106 and Park.  He lives by the scripture 
Phil 4:13 "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." 
 
 

Byron Benton Byron L. Benton is a native of Greensboro, North 
Carolina.  He is a 2005 honors graduate from North Carolina A&T State University (NC 
A&T) and received a Master’s of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary (PTS) in 
2009.  He began learning and playing percussion instruments at age 7.  After achieving the 
“All County” and “All Carolina” awards for his growth and success in percussion, he 
branched out from symphonic, jazz, orchestral, and marching band and began to learn the art 
of step.  He performed with his high school step team, Umoja, and continued to develop his 
gifts as he prepared for college.  At NC A&T he served as percussion section leader for the 
Blue and Gold Marching Machine in 2001-2002.  In 2007, at PTS, he became one of the 
founding members of a step ministry called North Wind.  In the fall of 2008, Byron founded 
the Berean Community Drumline, an organization targeting teenagers that encourages 
holistic health through the arts of step, dance, and marching percussion. Byron enjoys 
ministering through the musical gifts that God has given him. 
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