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Salah ad Din Civilian Planners Receive High Tech Training and 

Tools - Salah ad Din PRT Agricultural Advisors partnered with the 

National Geospatial Intelligence Agency (NGA) and U.S. Army 

CENTCOM, to sponsor a first-ever Geographic Information System 

training session for Iraqi civilian planners.  Eighteen participants 

learned to use TalonView during the four day session at the COB 

Speicher Education Center.   

 

   

Iraqi Buyers To Chicago’s Pack Expo Trade Fair – A group of 

Iraqi businessmen accompanied by Dr. Muhsin Shabibi, USDA 

Baghdad Senior Consultant, and met with U.S. machinery 

manufacturers to discuss their machinery needs for food processing.  

The show features an impressive display of packaging and 

packaging equipment.  Sales as a result of buyer missions such as 

this contribute directly to the National Export Initiative as they link 

foreign buyers with U.S. companies.  
 

USDA-FAS Economist Meets With State Owned Enterprises – 

USDA Economist, John M. Schnittker along with PRT Agricultural 

Advisors Tom Pick and Sainey Ceesay met with State Enterprise 

representatives. The group traveled to the industrial area of Bayji, 

and met with officials from the State Company for Vegetable Oil 

and the Northern Iraq State Company for Fertilizer.  Regrettably, 

officials at both sites reported for a variety of reasons that their 

facilities were not operating.  This is especially troubling as cooking 

oil, protein meal and fertilizer are in extremely short supply.  

 

 

Crop Residue Management Training At JSS Soto - Pat Broyles, 

USDA Soil and Water Advisor, discussed crop residue management 

with local university professors and GoI personnel at a Iraqi-

American base in Muthanna Province.  The training is especially 

critical to Iraqis in the provinces that have less access to 

information and technology. 

 

 

 

Personnel Update - There are currently 29 USDA personnel in Iraq including those with Provincial 

Reconstruction Teams (PRTs), at Embassy Baghdad or embedded with U.S. military units.  After two 

years of excellent agricultural capacity building in Salah ed Din province, we bid farewell to PRT Advisor 

Saniey Ceesay.    
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