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U.S. Embassy Jakarta
Mission Statement

The U.S. Mission partners
with Indonesia to strengthen
the bonds between our
people and our governments
to promote and protect
democracy, security, and
sustainable prosperity for our
people, the region,
and the world.
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D-DAY ANNIVERSARY
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D-Day Overview

June 6, 1944, 160,000 Allied troops landed along a
50-mile stretch of heavily-fortified French coastline to
fight Nazi Germany on the beaches of Normandy,
France. General Dwight D. Eisenhower called the
operation a crusade in which “we will accept nothing
less than full victory.” More than 5,000 Ships and
13,000 aircraft supported the

D-Day invasion, and by day’s end on June 6, the
Allies gained a foot- hold in Normandy. The D-Day
cost was high -more than 9,000 Allied Soldiers were
killed or wounded -- but more than 100,000 Soldiers
began the march across Europe to defeat Hitler.
Source: http://www.army.mil/d-day/

An American Vision

On June 6th, 1944 United States soldiers, in one of
the most pivotal battles of World War Il, invaded the
French coastline in order to propel German soldiers
out of Western Europe and lead the way for victory
against the tyrants of that era. Dedicated on June 6th,
2001 by president George W. Bush, the National D-
Day Memorial was constructed in honor of those who
died that day, fighting in one of the most significant
battles in our nations history.

As stated by President George W. Bush in his dedica-

tion speech, "Fifty-seven years ago, America and the
nations of Europe formed a bond that has never been
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broken. And all of us incurred a debt that can never
be repaid. Today, as America dedicates our D-Day
Memorial, we pray that our country will always be
worthy of the courage that delivered us from evil and
saved the free world."

Source and Related Links:

+ CMH: Normandy
The U.S. Army Center of Military History's in-depth
description of the invasion at Normandy.
Link: http://snip.state.gov/5j7

+ General Eisenhower's Message Sent Just Prior to
the Invasion
Link: http://snip.state.gov/5jb

# The National D-Day Memorial
Bedford, Va. This small town in rural Virginia lost
19 men on D-Day from a population of less than
4000, the highest per capita loss of anywhere in
the United States
Link: http://snip.state.gov/5j8

# The National D-Day Museum
The National D-Day Museum celebrates the Ameri-
can spirit, the teamwork, optimism, courage and
sacrifice of the men and women who won World
War Il and promotes the exploration and expres-
sion of these values by future generations.
Link: http://snip.state.gov/5j9

+ The United States National Archives and Records
Administration.
Link: http://www.archives.gov/

# The U.S. Army Center of Military History (CMH)
Fort McNair, Washington D.C.
Link: http://www.history.army.mil/

¢ The U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center
(AHEC) Carlisle, Pa.
Link: http://www.carlisle.army.mil/ahec/


http://snip.state.gov/5j7
http://snip.state.gov/5jb
http://snip.state.gov/5j8
http://snip.state.gov/5j9
http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.history.army.mil/
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/ahec/
http://www.army.mil/d-day/

ARTICLE ALERT

DEMOCRACY & IMPROVING GOVERNANCE

1. COULD GAY MARRIAGE, MARIJUANA
AND GUNS LEAD TO AFRAGMENTED
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA?/ Dylan Scott.
Governing, June 2013.

Less than five months after the massacre at
Sandy Hook Elementary School, Connecticut
enacted comprehensive gun control legislation.
At the same time, 1,300 miles south and an
ideological world away, Mississippi lawmakers
considered a bill that would explicitly prohibit
state officials from enforcing any new federal
gun regulations. That last measure proved
unnecessary. After months of controversy and
extensive debate, Congress did not muster the
votes to pass any federal law at all. The same
kind of split prevails on gay marriage. Last
year, North Carolina joined more than 30 other
states that have explicitly outlawed same-sex
marriage. The Supreme Court is currently
deciding how far to wade into the gay marriage
dispute -- or whether it should wade in at all.
Available online at http://snip.state.gov/5jc

2. WHITE HOUSE HONORS 11 IMMIGRANT
INNOVATORS/ Kathryn McConnell. IIP Digital,
May 2013

The White House has named 11 American
inventors and entrepreneurs as Immigrant
Innovator Champions of Change. “Immigrants
have long made America more prosperous and
innovative,” U.S. Chief Technology Officer
Todd Park said in announcing the honors May
29. “We are proud to recognize these leaders
who work every day to grow our economy,
advance science and technology, and support
their home communities.” More than 40 per-
cent of the 500 biggest U.S. companies were
founded by immigrants or children of immi-
grants. In 2011, immigrants started 28 percent
of all new businesses in the United States,
according to the White House. Read more
http://snip.state.gov/5je

3. PRESIDENT OBAMA ON THE FUTURE OF
FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM/ Barack

GLOBAL ISSUES & ENVIRONMENT

4, OBAMA PROCLAMATION ON NATIONAL
OCEANS MONTH/ Barack Obama. IIP Digital,
May 2013

From providing food and energy to helping
sustain our climate and our security, the
oceans play a critical role in nearly every part
of our national life. They connect us to coun-
tries around the world, and support transporta-
tion and trade networks that grow our econ-
omy. All of us have a stake in keeping the
oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes clean and
productive -- which is why we must manage
them wisely not just in our time, but for genera-
tions to come. Available online at
http://snip.state.gov/5jh

5. THE CENSUS OF MARINE LIFE/ The
Ocean Portal Team . Smithsonian.com, June
2013.

Did you know that over 17,000 species thrive
in the deep sea where no light penetrates the
ocean waves? Or that an old restaurant menu
can teach us about the history of fish popula-
tions? Or that there are 38,000 different kinds
of microbes in a liter of seawater? These were
all discoveries made by the Census of Marine
Life, a 10-year international effort that as-
sessed the diversity (how many different
kinds), distribution (where they live), and abun-

dance (how many individuals) of marine life.
The effort brought together unprecedented
amounts of information on marine species into
databases that provide a ‘phone book’ of sorts
for the ocean. Read more at
http://snip.state.gov/5lg

6. FIGHTING FOR AIR: HOW CLIMATE
CHANGE IS LEADING TO MORE OZONE,
MORE POLLEN, AND MORE ASTHMA
PROBLEMS/ Brita Belli. E-Magazine,
May/June 2013

African-American children have the highest
rates of asthma in the U.S., with 21% under
the age of 18 having been diagnosed accord-
ing to the most recent statistics from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention. His-
panic children are the next most impacted, with
15% diagnosed compared to 12% of white
children. A family’'s economic status plays a
role, too—poor families are more likely to have
a child diagnosed with asthma. Across the
U.S., asthma rates continue to climb, with an
additional 4.3 million people diagnosed be-
tween 2001 and 2009, for a total of 25 million
people with asthma. Among black children,
there was a 50% increase in asthma diagno-
ses during those years. Read more at
http://snip.state.gov/5mf
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Obama. lIPDigital, May 2013

It is a great honor to return to the National
Defense University. Here, at Fort McNair,
Americans have served in uniform since 1791 -
- standing guard in the earliest days of the
Republic, and contemplating the future of war-
fare here in the 21st century. For over two
centuries, the United States has been bound
together by founding documents that defined
who we are as Americans, and served as our
compass through every type of change. Mat-
ters of war and peace are no different. Ameri-
cans are deeply ambivalent about war, but
having fought for our independence, we know
a price must be paid for freedom. From the
Civil War to our struggle against fascism, on
through the long twilight struggle of the Cold
War, battlefields have changed and technology
has evolved. But our commitment to constitu-
tional principles has weathered every war, and
every war has come to an end. Read more:
http://snip.state.gov/5jf

OCEANS & ENVIRONMENT
RELATED RESOURCES

eLibraryUSA Database— Databases that
cover the Oceans related issues are available
at Academic OnefFile; ebrary; Filmakers Li-
brary Online; GreenFILE; GREENR; and
PowerKnowledge Earth and Space Science.
Link: http://elibraryusa.state.gov

To get training and personal account from
eLibraryUSA database, please request to
ircjakarta@state.gov.

Related Resources:

National Ocean Council- This is charged with
implementing the National Ocean Policy.
Link: http://snip.state.gov/5jj

Ocean.data.gov—An open and accessible
website of references information to support
ocean planning efforts.

Link: http://snip.state.gov/5jk

Ocean Portal from Smithsonian.com
Link: http://ocean.si.edu/

World Ocean Day
Link: http://worldoceansday.org/
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FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES

7. HOW WILL HISTORY JUDGE THE SOFT-
POWER SECRETARY OF STATE?/ Michael
Hirsh. Foreign Affairs, May/June 2013.

In late January, U.S. President Barack Obama
delivered a surprisingly fond farewell to his old
political rival Hillary Clinton. Sitting for a joint
interview with the outgoing secretary of state
on 60 Minutes, Obama lauded their “great
collaboration.” He continued: “l just wanted to
have a chance to publicly say thank you, be-
cause | think Hillary will go down as one of the
finest secretaries of state we've had.” The
president had reason to be grateful. His Lincol-
nesque effort to create a team of rivals had
paid off, thanks largely to Clinton’s own efforts
at reconciliation. During her four years in of-
fice, Clinton, displaying impressive humility
and self-discipline for an ambitious politician,
managed to put one of the fiercest presidential
primary battles in U.S. history behind her.
Once the runaway favorite to win her party’s
nomination, Clinton transformed herself into a
loyal messenger and passionate defender of
the Obama faith. For full text please contact
the IRC.

U.S.SOCIETY & VALUES

10. CRICET IN AMERICA/IIP Digital, May
2013

If you had to guess which country hosted the
first-ever international cricket match, the United
States of America might not be your first an-
swer. But it is widely recognized to have done
just that in September 1844, when teams from
the United States and Canada played each
other at Bloomingdale Park in Manhattan.
Canada won the two-day match by 23 runs.
The contest is regarded as the first interna-
tional cricket match and the world’s oldest
international sporting contest. Since the mid-
19th century, cricket has slipped from being a
mainstream sport in the United States. Base-
ball overtook cricket as the country’s summer
sport of choice, thanks to baseball’s simplicity
— cricket requires a specially prepared pitch,
among other things — and the fact that Amer-
ica could claim it as its ownRead more
http://snip.state.gov/5jg

11. GREETINGS FROM AMERICA'S NA-
TIONAL PARK LIBRARIES/ Maryann Hight.
American Libraries, May 2013.

“The National Park libraries,” says Nancy Hori,
supervisory librarian at the National Park Ser-

8. TAKING RELIGIOUS ENGANGEMENT IN
FOREIGN POLICY SERIOUSLY/ Peter Man-
daville. Brookings, June 7, 2013

As the U.S. State Department prepares to
stand up a new office of religious engagement,
the working group on faith-based leaders in
diplomacy at the upcoming 2013 U.S.-Islamic
World Forum will provide an opportunity to
reflect on how Washington has dealt with this
issue to date and what a new approach might
offer. The new office, authorized just as Hillary
Clinton was leaving office, represents the
culmination of years of work by several State
Department officials. They often faced an uphill
battle, finding it difficult to convince their col-
leagues and principals that U.S. foreign policy
needed to take religious engagement seri-
ously. To be sure, the basic idea is not a new
one. By the 2000s, the promotion of interna-
tional religious freedom had become a focal
point of U.S. foreign policy, but direct engage-
ment with religious actors remained elusive.
Available at http://snip.state.gov/5m1

vice (NPS) Pacific West Regional Library in
Seattle, “are in some of the most beautiful and
sacred areas of the United States. The remote
locations, often in historical buildings without
climate control, present many challenges for
keeping materials safe and secure.” As part of
the NPS, they are government and public
libraries, house special collections, and in
many cases serve as museum libraries. The
librarians, curators, and rangers who oversee
the NPS libraries provide a way for visitors to
connect with a place, an event, or local history
that is unique. We've chosen a few across the
country for you to consider on your next na-
tional park visit, each featuring something
special: history, architecture, collections, or just
a gorgeous location. Currently available online
at http://snip.state.gov/5lh

12. 1S AN AGING WORKFORCE LESS PRO-
DUCTIVE?/Gary Burtless. Brookings, June 10,
2013

As the population grows older an increasing
percentage of the workforce will be past age
60. Older workers are ordinarily thought to be
less productive than younger ones, raising the
question of whether an aging workforce will
also be a less productive one. In new research

MAY 2013

9. DO PRESIDENTS REALLY STEER FOR-
EIGN POLICY?/ Joseph Nye. Atlantic Monthly,
May 22 2013

The 21st century began with an extraordinary
imbalance in world power. The United States
was the only country able to project military
force globally; it represented more than a
quarter of the world economy, and had the
world’'s leading soft-power resources in its
universities and entertainment industry. Amer-
ica’s primacy appeared well established.
Americans seemed to like this situation. In the
2012 presidential campaign, both major-party
candidates insisted that American power was
not in decline, and vowed that they would
maintain American primacy. But how much are
such promises within the ability of presidents
to keep? Was presidential leadership ever
essential to the establishment of American
primacy, or was that primacy an accident of
history that would have occurred regardless of
who occupied the Oval Office? Available online
at http://snip.state.gov/5m2

funded by the Social Security Administration, |
consider whether an aging workforce has
dragged down average worker productivity
over the past quarter century. At least so far,
the answer is an emphatic “No.” Improved
education among the population past 60 and
delays in retirement among better educated
Americans have tended to boost the earnings
of older workers compared with younger ones.
Available online at http://snip.state.gov/58w

13. AFTER BOSTON, LITTLE CHANGE IN
VIEWS OF ISLAM AND VIOLENCE/ Pew
Research, June 2013

The public’s views of whether Islam is more
likely than other religions to encourage vio-
lence have changed little in the aftermath of
the Boston Marathon bombings. Currently,
42% say Islam is more likely than other relig-
ions to encourage violence among its believ-
ers, while 46% say Islam does not encourage
violence more than other religions. These are
similar to opinions about Islam and violence for
most of the past decade. But in March 2002,
six months after the 9/11 attacks, just 25% said
Islam was more likely to encourage violence
while 51% disagreed. Complete survey is
available at http://snip.state.gov/5m0
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INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTER’S JUNE 2013 PROGRAMS

ABOUT US

The Information Resource Center (IRC) of the
U.S. Embassy in Jakarta is a specialized
reference and research facility. Our goal is to
provide you with accurate, up-to-date and
authoritative information about the United
States. Our collections include the updated
reference titles, a periodical section, DVDs
movie and music, audio books, games and
access to extensive online database which
cover topics ranged from American policy,
government, politics, economics, history,
English language, education, culture, society
as well as global topic of interests.

Our professionally-trained reference special-
ists use a wide array of resources to retrieve
the information quickly, conveniently. With
one day appointment in-advanced, walk-in
visitors are welcomed to visit the IRC facility,
to use its resources, get research assistances
and attend various programs on English

language, EducationUSA, information literacy
classes and movies/ gaming activities at no
cost. We open on weekdays (except for Indo-
nesian and American Holidays) from 8.00 AM
to 04.00 PM.

Check our collections via our online catalog
at: http://snip.state.gov/58x

JUNE 2013 PROGRAMS

+ Thursday, June 13, 2013 at 13.30-15.30
IRC Info Session: Discussion on
Public Diplomacy

+ Friday, June 14, 2013 at 13.00- 16.00
Connect with the IRC: Movie showing
and Discussion on Education and Toler-
ance

+ Monday, June 17, 2013 at 13.30-15.30
Connect with the IRC: Presentation and
Movie showing on Study in the U.S.

+ Friday, June 21, 2013 at 10.30 -12.00
I-Professional Forum at @america on
Gaming in the Library with Kelly
Czarnecki, Teen Services Librarian from
Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklen-
burg County.

To join those programs and to make appoint-
ment for the visit as well as to request for
other program opportunities, please contact us
at:

The U.S. Embassy Annex

Gedung Sarana Jaya, 8th Floor

JI. Budi Kemuliaan | /No. 1

Jakarta 10110

Tel.: 021-3508467

Fax.: 021-350-8466

Email: ircjakarta@state.gov

Web: http://jakarta.usembassy.goviirc.html

ARTICLE ALERT REQUEST FORM

Please write your complete name and address IN CAPITAL
LETTERS, check (V) the articles and send your request for

June 2013 Article Alert items to the Information Resource

Center, U.S. Embassy, before August 2013 via fax (021) 350-8466

or email (ircjakarta@state.gov)
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Disclaimer: Books, articles, and websites described in the Article Alert present a diversity of views in order to keep our IRC users abre ast
of current issues in the United States. These items represent the views and opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect official

U.S. Government policy.
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