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U.S. Embassy Jakarta
Mission Statement

Based on mutual respect
and shared values, the
U.S. Mission works with
Indonesia to strengthen
democracy, sustain the

environment, promote
prosperity, enhance
understanding and ensure
security for our people, our
nations, and our region.
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NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH 2013
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Background

To commemorate and celebrate
the contributions to the United
States made by people of African
descent, American historian Carter
G. Woodson established Black
History Week. The first celebration
occurred on Feb. 12, 1926. For
many years, the second week of
February was set aside for this
celebration to coincide with the
birthdays of abolitionist/editor Fre-
derick Douglass and Abraham
Lincoln. In 1976, as part of the
nation's bicentennial, the week was
expanded into Black History
Month. Each year, U.S. presidents
proclaim February as National
African-American History Month.

2013 Theme: At the Crossroads
of Freedom and Equality

The Association for the Study of
African American Life and History
(ASALH) dedicates the 2013 An-
nual Black History Theme to cele-
brating the anniversary of two
important African American turning
points - the 1863 Emancipation
Proclamation and the 1963 March
on Washington.

The Emancipation Proclamation,
decreed by President Abraham
Lincoln on January 1st, 1863,
declared slaves in all confederate
states then at war with the Union
"forever free" and made them
eligible for paid military service in
the Union Army. Although it did not
end slavery in the nation, it did
transform the character of the war.
After the proclamation was made,
every advance of Federal troops
expanded the domain of freedom
and black men were allowed to
serve in the Union Army and Navy.
By the end of the war almost
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200,000 black soldiers and sailors
had fought for freedom.

1863 Emancipation Proclamation

The March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom took place on August
28th, 1963 in Washington D.C.
More than 200,000 demonstrators
took part in the walk. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. delivered his “I
Have a Dream” speech from the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial,
noting that the Emancipation Proc-
lamation gave hope to black
slaves. The following year Con-
gress passed the Civil Rights Act of
1964 as a concrete step towards
fulfilling the promise of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation.

Source: Davenport University
Library at http://snip.state.gov/4d0

MORE RESOURCES
Multimedia Resources

African American History Month
http://www.africanamericanhistory
month.gov/

African American World on Na-
tional Public Radio
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/aaworld/

Association for the Study of African
American Life & History
http://www.asalh.org

Black History Month Honors Leg-
acy of Struggle and Triumph
http://snip.state.gov/4d4

Black in America 2 from CNN
http://snip.state.gov/4dv

eJournal USA: Making Their Mark:
Black Women Leaders
http://snip.state.gov/4d5
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Harriet Tubman

Frederick Douglass

eJournal USA: Free At Last
http://snip.state.gov/4d6

Obama Proclamation on National
African American History Month
http://snip.state.gov/4d1

President Obama and African
American Community
http://lwww.whitehouse.gov/africana
mericans

Statistics

Facts for Features
http://snip.state.gov/4d2

Who is “Black” in America?
http://snip.state.gov/4d3

Videos

Who is Black in America from CNN
http://snip.state.gov/4dx

Black Studies in Video from
eLibraryUSA Database

Black Studies in Video is a signa-
ture Alexander Street Press collec-
tion featuring award-winning docu-
mentaries, newsreels, interviews
and archival footage surveying the
evolution of black culture in the
United States.

In partnership with California
Newsreel, the database provides
unique access to their African
American Classics collection, and
includes films covering history,
politics, art and culture, family
structure, social and economic
pressures, and gender relations.

This current release includes 145
videos totaling 141 hours.

To get an access to these videos
please call us at 021-3508467 or
email to ircjakarta@state.gov
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ARTICLE ALERT

MEET THE NEW U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE: JOHN KERRY

Term of Appointment: 02/01/2013 to present

On February 1, 2013, John Forbes Kerry was
sworn in as the 68th Secretary of State of the
United States, becoming the first sitting Senate
Foreign Relations Committee Chairman to
become Secretary in over a century.

Secretary Kerry joined the State Department
after 28 years in the United States Senate, the
last four as Chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

Secretary Kerry was born on December 11,
1943 at Fitzsimons Army Hospital in Aurora,

DEMOCRACY & IMPROVING GOVERNANCE

1. STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS
DEEPLY ROOTED IN AMERICAN HISTORY/
IIP Digital, February 11, 2013.

The U.S. Constitution requires that the presi-
dent report to Congress “from time to time” on
the “State of the Union.” This constitutional
requirement has evolved into the president's
annual State of the Union address, which now
serves several purposes. The speech reports
on the condition of the United States both
domestically and internationally, recommends
a legislative agenda for the coming year and
gives the president the opportunity to person-
ally convey his vision for the nation. In his
fourth State of the Union address, Obama is
expected to focus heavily on his domestic

ENVIRONMENT & GLOBAL

2. THE KOMODO DRAGON IS AN ALL-
PURPOSE KILLING MACHINE/ Brendan
Borrell. Smithsonian magazine, February 2013

Komodo Island and its nine-foot-long monitor
lizard, the Komodo dragon, were once about
as far off the beaten track as you could get.
But Komodo National Park has become Indo-
nesia’s hottest tourist spot this side of Bali. Our
starting point in Labuan Bajo, on the island of
Flores, was packed with hip cafés, hostels and
diving shops. Cruise companies offer a two-
day expedition to parkland on Komodo and
Rinca islands. Komodo, about five times the
size of Manhattan, got a makeover in the late
1990s, when the Indonesian government
asked the Nature Conservancy and the World

agenda, but will also outline his administra-
tion’s foreign policy goals. How successful he
will be in accomplishing his goals will depend
in large part on how adroitly Obama can work
with Congress and on how effectively he can
bridge the partisan divide between Republi-
cans and Democrats, something of which this
president is keenly aware. In the 113th Con-
gress, control of the House of Representatives
has shifted to the Republican Party, while
Democrats continue to hold a majority of the
seats in the Senate. Read more online at
http://snip.state.gov/4ce

Full transcript of President Obama's 2013
State of the Union Address is available at
http://snip.state.gov/4cf

ISSUES

Bank to help it protect the island’s biodiversity,
develop hiking trails and build a visitor center.
Available online at http://snip.state.gov/4cg

3. SURVIVAL OF THE WRONGEST/ David
H. Freedman. Columbia Journalism Review,
January 2013

In late 2011, in a nearly 6,000-word article
in The New York Times Magazine, health
writer Tara Parker-Pope laid out the scientific
evidence that maintaining weight loss is a
nearly impossible task—something that, in the
words of one obesity scientist she quotes, only
“rare individuals” can accomplish. Parker-Pope
cites a number of studies that reveal the vari-
ous biological mechanisms that align against
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Colorado, one of four children of the late Rose-
mary Forbes Kerry and Richard Kerry, a For-
eign Service Officer.

Shortly before he graduated from Yale Univer-
sity, John Kerry enlisted to serve in the United
States Navy, and went on to serve two tours of
duty. He served in combat as a Swift Boat
skipper patrolling the rivers of the Mekong
Delta, returning home from Vietham with a
Silver Star, a Bronze Star with Combat V, and
three Purple Hearts.

Read more at http://snip.state.gov/4dz
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eLibraryUSA Database
(http://elibraryusa.state.gov/) offers ac-
cess to around 30 authoritative data-
bases that covers broad range of re-
sources on learning English, American
history and culture, health, business,
resources for kids and more.

To get training and personal account,
please request to ircjakarta@state.gov.
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people who've lost weight, ensuring that the
weight comes back. These findings, she notes,
produce a consistent and compelling picture by
“adding to a growing body of evidence that
challenges conventional thinking about obesity,
weight loss, and willpower. For years, the
advice to the overweight and obese has been
that we simply need to eat less and exercise
more. While there is truth to this guidance, it
fails to take into account that the human body
continues to fight against weight loss long after
dieting has stopped. This translates into a
sobering reality: once we become fat, most of
us, despite our best efforts, will probably stay
fat.” Available online at
http://snip.state.gov/4e0
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ECONOMIC & INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

4. PULL BACK: THE CASE FOR A LESS
ACTIVIST FOREIGN POLICY/ Barry R.
Posen. Foreign Affairs, January/February
2013.

The United States' undisciplined, expensive,
and bloody grand strategy has done untold
harm to U.S. national security. It is time to
abandon this hegemonic approach and replace
it with one of restraint -- giving up on global
reform and sticking to protecting narrow na-
tional security interests. Currently available
online at http://snip.state.gov/4cz

5. SPENGLER’S OMINOUS PROPHECY/
Robert W. Merry. The National Interest, Janu-
ary 2013

A question haunts America: Is it in decline on
the world scene? Foreign-policy discourse is
filled with commentary declaring that it is.
Some—Parag Khanna's work comes to
mind—suggests the decline is the product of
forces beyond America’s control. Others—
Yale’s Paul Kennedy included—contend that
America has fostered, at least partially, its own
decline through ‘“imperial overstretch” and
other actions born of global ambition. Still
others—Robert Kagan of the Brookings Institu-
tion and Stratfor's George Friedman, for exam-
ple—dispute that America is in decline at all.
But the question is front and center and ines-
capable. Available online at
http://snip.state.gov/4cx

U.S. EDUCATION, SOCIETY & VALUES

7. HOW TEENS DO RESEARCH IN THE
DIGITAL WORLDY/ Kristen Purcell, Lee Rainie,
Alan Heaps, Judy Buchanan, Linda Friedrich,
Amanda Jacklin, Clara Chen, Kathryn Zickuhr
from Pew Research Center. The Education
Digest, February 2013.

Three-quarters of Advanced Placement (AP
)and National Writing Project (NWP) teachers
say that the internet and digital search tools
have had a “mostly positive” impact on their
students’ research habits, but 87% say these
technologies are creating an “easily distracted
generation with short attention spans” and 64%
say today's digital technologies “do more to
distract students than to help them academi-
cally."The study was designed to explore
teachers’ views of the ways today's digital
environment is shaping the research and writ-
ing habits of middle and high school students.
Building on the Pew Internet Project’s prior
work about how people use the internet and,
especially, the information-saturated digital
lives of teens, this research looks at teachers’
experiences and observations about how the
rise of digital material affects the research
skills of today’s students. Available online at
http://snip.state.gov/4e1

8. LIBRARY SERVICES IN THE DIGITAL
AGE/ Kathryn Zickuhr, Lee Rainie and Kristen
Purcell. Pew Internet and American Life Pro-
ject, January 2013..

The internet has already had a major impact
on how people find and access information,

and now the rising popularity of e-books is
helping transform Americans’ reading habits. In
this changing landscape, public libraries are
trying to adjust their services to these new
realities while still serving the needs of patrons
who rely on more traditional resources. In a
new survey of Americans’ attitudes and expec-
tations for public libraries, the Pew Research
Center's Internet & American Life Project finds
that many library patrons are eager to see
libraries’ digital services expand, yet also feel
that print books remain important in the digital
age. Available online at
http://snip.state.gov/4de2

9. POP CULTURE VERSUS REAL AMERICA/
[IP Digital, January 2013

This is part of the English learning edition of
the book Pop Culture Versus Real America,
published by the State Department's Bureau of
International Information Programs. This book
is the learner’s edition of Pop Culture Versus
Real America. It shows how American charac-
ters in popular American TV shows and films
are not always like real Americans. Each chap-
ter gives a description of a TV show or movie
along with a story about a real person who is a
doctor, lifeguard or cowboy. If you are an Eng-
lish teacher, you can use this book as another
tool to help your students learn new words and
the different ways they are used. If you use the
Internet, you can find the recorded book online
and a Portable Document Format (PDF) of the
book. Available at http://snip.state.gov/4e3
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6. THE UNITED STATES AFTER THE
GREAT RECESSION: THE CHALLENGE OF
SUSTAINABLE GROWTH/ Joshua Meltzer,
David Steven, and Claire Langley. Brooking
Institute, February 2013

“Never before has our nation enjoyed, at once,
so much prosperity and social progress with so
little internal crisis and so few external threats,”
President Clinton argued in January 2000 in
his final State of the Union address. Despite
this optimistic prognostication, the millennial
decade was one of profound crisis, with seri-
ous consequences for the United States’ econ-
omy and society, and for the environmental
sustainability of the American dream. Available
at http://snip.state.gov/4cy

10. SUPER BOWL SUNDAY: AN UNOFFI-
CIAL HOLIDAY FOR MILLIONS/ IIP Digital,
25 January 2013

Each year, on a Sunday at the end of January
or beginning of February, tens of mil-lions of
Americans declare their own unofficial holiday.
Gathered in groups large and small, nearly half
of all U.S. households participate vicariously in
a televised spectacle that has far outgrown its
origins as a sporting event. The Super Bowl,
which determines the championship of Ameri-
can football, is most of all a shared experience,
when Americans disproportionately choose to
spend this day in the company of friends. Read
more at http://snip.state.gov/ded

11. STUDENT ENGAGEMENT IN THE
ONLINE CLASSROOM/ Errol Craig Sull.
Chronicle of Higher Education, December 31,
2012

Online teaching has many components, and all
must come together smoothly for a productive,
energetic, and enthusiastic class to result. If
there is one factor more critical than others,
though, it is student engagement, for without it,
the entire course can be flat. No one—not you,
not the students, not the institution—wants
that. No one wants to see students seldom
participating in a course, late in submitting
assignments, or leaving dissatisfied. In 19
years of online teaching, | have found myriad
ways to keep students participating and ex-
cited. Available online at
http://snip.state.gov/4e5
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FREE PROGRAMS CONNECT WITH THE IRC

¢ i-Literacy Sessions: eLibraryUSA Database
classes; information resources presentations on
American studies, English learning and teaching,

i-Literacy Sessions, English Learn-
ing Programs, and Movie Showing

etc; reference guidelines to assist students in To join the programs and/or to get more info. .

doing research.

Call : (021) 350-8467

¢ Learning American English and Culture in a fun L.
way using board and online games and movies. Email: |rc1akarta@state.gov

ARTICLE ALERT REQUEST FORM

Please write your complete name and address IN CAPITAL Request for:
LETTERS, check (V') the articles and send your request for ] 1. STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS DEEPLY ROOTED IN
February 2013 Article Alert items to the Information Resource AMERICAN HISTORY

Center, U.S. Embassy, before April 2013 via fax (021) 350-8466

or email (ircjakarta@state.gov)

[ 2. THE KOMODO DRAGON IS AN ALL-PURPOSE KILLING MACHINE
O 3. SURVIVAL OF THE WRONGEST

Name:

[ 4. PULL BACK: THE CASE FOR A LESS ACTIVIST FOREIGN POLICY

Organization:

O 5. SPENGLER'S OMINOUS PROPHECY

Complete Address:

[] 6. THE UNITED STATES AFTER THE GREAT RECESSION

[ 7. HOW TEENS DO RESEARCH IN THE DIGITAL WORLD

[ 8. LIBRARY SERVICES IN THE DIGITAL AGE

] 9. POP CULTURE VERSUS REAL AMERICA

[ 10. SUPER BOWL SUNDAY: AN UNOFFICIAL HOLIDAY FOR
MILLIONS

Email Address:

[ 11. STUDENT ENGAGEMENT IN THE ONLINE CLASSROOM

Phone/Cell Phone:

Disclaimer: Books, articles, and websites described in the Article Alert present a diversity of views in order to keep our IRC users abre ast
of current issues in the United States. These items represent the views and opinions of the authors and do not necessarily re flect official

Address:

Public Affairs Section

U.S. Embassy Jakarta

JI. Medan Merdeka Selatan 4-5
Jakarta 10110

Phone: +62-21-3508467
Fax: +62-21-3508466
E-mail: ircjakarta@state.gov

Website: jakarta.usembassy.gov/irc.html

U.S. Government policy.

About the Information Resource Center

The U.S. Embassy’s Information Resource Center (IRC) in Jakarta is a specialized reference and
research facility whose goal is to provide you with accurate, up-to-date and authoritative informa-
tion about U.S. society and policy materials, covering such topics as U.S. foreign policy, govern-
ment, economics and trade, history, social and cultural issues. Three professionally-trained
reference specialists will help you to retrieve needed-information quickly, conveniently, and

free of charge.

The IRC collection includes a reference collection, a periodicals section, and access to extensive
online commercial-databases. For details on reference and periodical collections, please check
our online catalog at http://69.63.217.22/U10086Staff/OPAC/index.asp.

For all IRC information products, including this Article Alert are available online at:
http://jakarta.usembassy.gov/infoproduct.html

Information queries may be submitted to us by phone, fax, mail, and e-mail. You are also welcome
to visit us by appointment for personal research assistance.
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