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What’s New in January 2008?

America is...

This photo essay offers facets of the United States' cherished values, as well
as the variety and diversity of its people. The photos are grouped by values:
love of family, community, individuality, liberty and freedom, justice,
democracy, freedom of faith, freedom of speech, compassion, diversity, equal
rights, education, innovation, opportunity, and hope. (January 2008)

eJournal is available free at:
http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/americais/americais.pdf

Media Making Change

New media technologies give average citizens access to vast amounts of
information and broad networks of people. People can use these tools to pursue
social and political agendas of their own making. This edition of eJournal USA
shows how this new empowerment is influencing nations in various parts of the
world.(December 2007)

eJournal is available free at:
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itgic/1207/ijge/ijge1207.htm
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Democracy in Brief

Democracy in Brief gives a concise account of the intellectual origins,
history, and basic values of democratic systems of government. The book
touches on topics such as rights and responsibilities of citizens, free and
fair elections, the rule of law, the role of a written constitution, separation
of powers, a free media, the role of parties and interest groups, military-
civilian relations and democratic culture.  (December 2007)

eJournal is available free at:
http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/democracy-in-brief/

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 21, 2008

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a
vital figure of the modern era. His
lectures and dialogues stirred the
concern and sparked the
conscience of a generation. The
movements and marches he led
brought significant changes in the
fabric of American life through his
courage and selfless devotion.
This devotion gave direction to
thirteen years of civil rights
activities. His charismatic
leadership inspired men and
women, young and old, in this
nation and around the world.

Dr. King’s concept of
“somebodiness,” which
symbolized the celebration of
human worth and the conquest of
subjugation, gave black and poor
people hope and a sense of
dignity. His philosophy of
nonviolent direct action, and his strategies for rational and non-destructive social
change, galvanized the conscience of this nation and reordered its priorities. His
wisdom, his words, his actions, his commitment, and his dream for a new way of life
are intertwined with the American experience

For more information, please visit:

Martin Luther King Day
http://www.mlkday.org/

The King Center
http://www.thekingcenter.org/tkc/index.asp

Gateway to African American History
http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/history_geography_and_population/
population_and_diversity/african_americans.html
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see us at: http://jakarta.usembassy.gov/irc/irc.html
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DEMOCRACY AND GLOBAL ISSUES

2. Dorroh, Jennifer   ARMIES OF ONE  (American Journal-
ism Review, vol. 29, no. 6, December 2007/January 2008,
pp 12-13)

The American Broadcasting Company (ABC) is launching
the network's largest overseas expansion in over 20 years
with new one-person foreign bureaus.  Technology makes
the expansion affordable.  According to David Westin, ABC
News president, "We can do several of these (one-person
bureaus) for the price of one traditional bureau."  A stand-
alone multimedia reporter's equipment costs a mere
$10,000.  The costs of running a traditional full-size bu-
reau can run $500,000 per year.  The journalists who take
on the new posts must be "Jacks-of-all-trades" who can
handle digital video cameras, satellite dishes and laptops.
They will be expected to record, edit and transmit their
own audio and video reports from places like Nairobi,
Jakarta, Mumbai, New Delhi, Rio de Janeiro, Seoul and
Dubai as well as neighboring countries.
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1. Entrepreneurial Philanthrophy in the
Developing World

2.   Armies of One

3.   The Uncle Sam Solution

4. Food Prices, Cheap No More

5.   Solar Grand Plan

6.   The Nexus of Globalization and Next-
Generation Nonproliferation

7.   Understanding Chinese and U.S.
Crisis Behavior

8.  Orwell In’08

6.  Luongo, Kenneth; Williams, Isabelle   THE NEXUS OF
GLOBALIZATION AND NEXT-GENERATION NONPROLIFERA-
TION: TAPPING THE POWER OF MARKET-BASED SOLU-
TIONS  (Nonproliferation Review, vol. 14, no. 3, November
2007, pp. 459-473)

5. Zweibel, Ken; Mason, James; Fthenakis, Vasilis   A SO-
LAR GRAND PLAN  (Scientific American, January 2008)

The authors examine the problem that advanced biological
and nuclear technology, once the exclusive province of states,
now may pass readily to non-state actors putting economic
as well as civilian and military targets at risk.  They urge
new creative thinking to develop a stronger more flexible
next-generation nonproliferation strategy and one that might
combine targeted sanctions, political engagement and

7. Xinbo, Wu   UNDERSTANDING CHINESE AND U.S.
CRISIS BEHAVIOR  (Washington Quarterly, vol. 31, no.
1, Winter 2007, pp. 61-76)

George Orwell's classic 1946 essay, "Politics and the
English Language," attacked murky writing, such as dy-
ing metaphors, pretentious diction, meaningless words,
and proposed that clear writing can lead to clear thinking
and a better world.  Principally, he went after fuzzy aca-
demics, though he included a sample of communist pro-
paganda among his targets. After that, Orwell began work
on his great book, 1984, which introduced the reader to
the concept of Newspeak, the fictional but terrifying sys-
tem of language designed to hobble and crush indepen-
dent thought.  In four essays excerpted from a new book
WHAT ORWELL DIDN'T KNOW: PROPAGANDA AND THE
NEW FACE OF AMERICAN POLITICS, David Rieff ("Orwell
Abuse") considers Orwell as a model; Geoffrey Cowan
("'Surge,' Meet Escalation") provides a case study in which
reporters take a stand on language that affects the dis-
course on the war in Iraq.  Finally, Brent Cunningham,
CJR's managing editor, proposes ("The Rhetoric Beat")
that journalists, who are in major position to define lan-
guage, help clarify public thinking in a world that seems
to need it.

During the last couple of years, food prices have risen dra-
matically, and are at their highest levels in years.  In the
past, high food prices have usually been the result of poor
harvests, but they are now occurring during a time of great
abundance: the total cereals crop for 2007 is about 1.66
billion tons, the largest on record, and 89 million tons more
than the 2006 harvest.  At the same time, world grain re-
serve stocks as a percentage of production are at all-time
lows.  Several factors are contributing to this rise.  First,
demand for meat is growing in China and India, resulting in
much greater consumption of grain to feed animals.  Sec-
ondly, production of biofuels is consuming an ever-greater
percentage of corn and other crops, that would otherwise
go to feed people.  Third, rising oil prices are increasing the
cost of growing, processing and transporting grain.  This
has had an effect on other non-grain crops, as farmers de-
vote more acreage to growing corn or soybeans for biofuels.
The increase in food prices will hit developing countries the
hardest; while farmers will benefit, the majority of the
world's poor are net food buyers.

Private philanthropists are redefining what counts as phi-
lanthropy and are on the cutting edge of development prac-
tice. Entrepreneurial philanthropists provide credit and busi-
ness education to small- and medium-sized enterprises in
poor countries.  They demand accountability but do not
seek to make money from their efforts.  "They have the
potential to outflank often moribund development agencies
and state-funded NGOs (nongovernmental organizations)
by demonstrating that enterprise solutions to poverty are
possible, scalable, and sustainable ... The services they of-
fer are not supplied by governments or private companies
anywhere in the developing world ... The financial value of
their contributions exceeds the U.S. foreign aid budget,"
the they write.

1. De Lorenzo, Mauro; Shah, Apoorva   ENTREPRENEUR-
IAL PHILANTHROPY IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD:  A NEW
FACE FOR AMERICA, A CHALLENGE TO FOREIGN AID
(American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research,
Development Policy Outlook, No. 3, December 2007)

U.S. SOCIETY & VALUES
focused economic incentives so as to "begin the impor-
tant process of moderating government behavior by em-
powering the private sector."  While containing the spread
of technologies needed to produce fissile materials and
securing fissile material stockpiles remain at the heart of
the nuclear proliferation challenge, they also cite the addi-
tional challenge of biological proliferation.  They note in-
adequate biotechnology industry oversight and the absence
of standardized international rules for biosecurity, espe-
cially in Asia.

eJournal December 2007: Media Making Change

ePublication December 2007: Democracy in Brief

ePublication January 2008: America is...
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4. FOOD PRICES, CHEAP NO MORE  (Economist, vol. 385,
no. 8558, December 8, 2007, pp. 81-83)

3. Nordenson, Bree   THE UNCLE SAM SOLUTION: CAN
THE GOVERNMENT HELP THE PRESS? SHOULD IT?  (Co-
lumbia Journalism Review, vol. 46, no. 3, September/Octo-
ber 2007, pp. 37-41)

The future of American newspapers has become a topic of
increasing concern as circulation wanes and editorial cut-
backs affect the quality of journalism. Top editors, experts
and a media investor discuss the viability of government
support of good news outlets with lagging profits.  Univer-
sity of Illinois professor Robert McChesney notes that
America's founders protected the press in the Constitution
and subsidized three newspapers in each state, because
without that, "there would be places with no newspapers."
Serious newsgathering is seldom done in Internet-based
media, and newspapers continue to cut investigative re-
porting resources.  This is despite the fact that editorial
costs make up only nine to twelve percent of the average
newspaper's budget.  But there is substantial opposition
among journalists to government subsidies, editor Geneva
Overholser says, adding that it should be carefully consid-
ered rather than rejected outright.

Solar power could eliminate U.S. dependence on imported
oil and slash greenhouse gas emissions, note the authors, in
this article on a bold proposal to construct a nation-wide
solar-energy generation and distribution system by the year
2050.  The U.S. has a quarter-million square miles in the
Southwest on which tracts of photovoltaic panels and para-
bolic-trough solar concentrators could be built, and the elec-
tricity generated would be transmitted along high-voltage
direct current lines, far more efficiently than the alternat-
ing-current lines in use today; compressed-air or molten-salt
systems would be employed for overnight energy storage.
It would cost the federal government USD 400 billion over
the next four decades to build it, but the payoff would be
far greater.  The major hurdle is not technology or money,
but an awareness by elected officials and the public that
solar power is a practical alternative.  Currently available
online at http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=a-solar-
grand-plan

8. Rieff, David, et al. ORWELL IN '08  (Columbia
Journalism Review, vol. 46, no. 4,  November-Decem-
ber 2007, pp. 26-39)

The author, a professor and deputy director of the Center
for American Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai,
examines how China and the U.S. reacted to two recent
"accidental crises" between the two sides -- the 1999
U.S. bombing of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade and the
2001 mid-air collision of a U.S. reconnaissance aircraft
with a Chinese fighter plane -- to suggest ways to deal
with future crises.  Much of the difficulty involved in both
situations was the result of cultural differences.


