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Moderator:  The webchat commences at 4pm today 

Moderator :  Please post your questions now or during the chat. 

Consular Officer: Good afternoon, prospective students and other participants to the U.S. 

Embassy/USIEF Webchat. We are happy to have this opportunity and medium to reach out to potential 

travelers to the United States. We will get started in a few minutes. 

Consular Officer: Before we get started with your questions, let us tell you about your hosts. Consular 

affairs at the U.S. Embassy assists Americans in our consular region, facilitates legitimate travel, and 

deters the travel of persons likely to remain illegally in the United States or engage in activities harmful 

to our country. We work every day toward the goal of enhancing national security while fostering 

legitimate travel to the U.S.  We are working around the globe to strike the right balance between our 

dual goals of “Secure Borders and Open Doors.”  

Consular Officer:   Having said that, we are very conscious of the need for legitimate travelers – who 

constitute the overwhelming majority of our applicants – to receive swift, thorough, and clear decisions 

regarding their visa applications, so that they can plan their travel to the U.S.    

Consular Officer: In the rapidly evolving field of international education, United States-India Educational 

Foundation (USIEF) offers a fresh perspective in educational advising, fellowship support and facilitating 

academic dialogue between U.S. and India.USIEF is committed to promoting dialogue on issues of 

contemporary interest among Fulbrighters and local communities. USIEF features visiting and returning 

Fulbrighters at seminars and roundtables, provides forums for interfacing with the civil society through 

collaborative lectures and facilitates greater communication through e-enabled mediums 

Consular Officer: USIEF advises students at its offices in Chennai, Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai. While basic 

information is provided free of charge, most educational advising services are supported by membership 

fees and sponsoring organizations. In addition, USIEF makes available selected library resources on U.S. 

higher education through satellite centers in Ahmedabad, Bangalore and Hyderabad.USIEF coordinates 

selected academic conferences and sponsors lectures and workshops involving Fulbright grantees in 



India. The grants received from the U.S. Embassy helps USIEF to stage South Asian regional roundtables 

on contemporary topics. 

bhavik: what is the legal procedure to get US visa for higher studies like MS? 

Consular Officer: To start off, let’s give you both of our websites for loads of additional 

information:http://newdelhi.usembassy.govhttp://www.usief.org.inWelcome to all, and let’s get 

started. 

Consular Officer: •Bhavik: First, apply and be accepted to an American educational institute. This takes 

time and requires a significant amount of foresight and planning.•After acceptance, pay your SEVIS fee 

and wait to receive your I-20 or DS-2019 from the academic organization. Full-time or vocational 

students (F and M visas) must get an I-20. Exchange visitors (J visa) must get a DS-2019. •Get a 

photograph with the proper specifications. •Pay the visa fee at any HDFC bank•Submit your initial 

application via the DS-160 online form, and schedule a visa interview. Do these as early as you can! 

•Remember: you may not apply for your visa more than 120 days before the program start date listed 

on your I-20 or DS-2019. Also, you may not enter the United States on a student visa more than 30 days 

before the program start date on your I-20 or DS-2019.•Come in for your interview with all the required  

Consular Officer: •Come in for your interview with all the required documentation. Be sure to present 

yourself honestly and openly. 

namrata ghai goyal: I changenged my visa status in U.S from F2 to F1 and now I will be visiting India on a 

semester break please tell me the procedure for visa stamping 

Consular Officer: Namrata, first make sure your I-20 or DS-2019 from the academic organization is 

properly endorsed and valid. Full-time or vocational students (F and M visas) must get an I-20. Exchange 

visitors (J visa) must get a DS-2019. Make sure you SEVIS fee is paid and your SEVIS status is active.Have 

a photograph with the proper specificationsPay your visa fee at any HDFC bankSubmit your initial 

application via the DS-160 online form, and schedule a visa interview. Do these as early as you can! 

Remember: you may not apply for your visa more than 120 days before the program start date listed on 

your I-20 or DS-2019. Also, you may not enter the United States on a student visa more than 30 days 

before the program start date on your I-20 or DS-2019.Come in for your interview with all the required 

documentation. Be sure to present yourself honestly and openly. 

Neeraj: Can anyone give me List of Recognized universities in USA? 

Educational Advisor 2: Hello Neeraj, Good afternoon 

Educational Advisor 2: The US academic system operates on the concept of accreditation. 

Educational Advisor 2: This means that you need to check out the accreditation council that the 

universities you are interested in applying to, in turn, belong to. This is usually on a regional basis.  

Educational Advisor 2: Thus, I'd recommend you take a look at these websites: www.chea.org 



AKHARBHIH: HI, MY NAME IS AYUSH KHARBHIH, i WOULD LIKE TO APPLY FOR A M1 STUDENT VISA BUT I 

CANNOT FIND A DATE THAT SUITES ME, SO WHAT SHOULD I DO? 

Consular Officer: Akharbhih: Please keep monitoring the VFS website, https://www.vfs-usa.co.in  for the 

required dates and apply online for the visa interview appointment. The Embassy adds appointment 

often 

Moderator: kranthi:  If a candidate applies for a F-1 and he happens to get a white slip(221g). And the 

case to process itself takes months what should the student do? 

Educational Advisor 2: as well as http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation/  I hope that helps. Thanks. 

SAM: Hello Sir, Good afternoon  

Consular Officer: Please note that there is no definite time period for administrative processing. When 

administrative processing is required, the timing will vary depending on circumstances of each case. Be 

assured that U.S Embassy will contact you if the administrative processing is complete or if additional 

information is required. 

SAM: What is the procedure to obtain a student visa? 

RANJAN ARULAPPA: WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A STUDENT TO GET A STUDENT VISA -  

Consular Officer: Sam and Ranjan, First, apply and be accepted to an American educational institute. 

This takes time and requires a significant amount of foresight and planning.After acceptance, pay your 

SEVIS fee and wait to receive your I-20 or DS-2019 from the academic organization. Full-time or 

vocational students (F and M visas) must get an I-20. Exchange visitors (J visa) must get a DS-2019. Get a 

photograph with the proper specifications. Pay the visa fee at any HDFC bankSubmit your initial 

application via the DS-160 online form, and schedule a visa interview. Do these as early as you can! 

Remember: you may not apply for your visa more than 120 days before the program start date listed on 

your I-20 or DS-2019. Also, you may not enter the United States on a student visa more than 30 days 

before the program start date on your I-20 or DS-2019.Come in for your interview with all the required 

documentation. Be sure to present yourself honestly and openly. 

faisal mir 2: good afternoon sir 

faisal mir 2: my querstion is my age is 26 , can i apply for undergrtaduate degree 

faisal mir 2: my all documents all ready with attestation.. 

faisal mir 2: iam a student from dubai , and iam holding indian passport , my age is 26, after my 12th i 

got a good job in dubai, but now i feel i need to be graduate wich helps to open my own business, so can 

i apply for undergraduate degree from usa  

faisal mir 2: and also currently iam in india can i apply from india  

faisal mir 2: for f1 visa  



Educational Advisor 2: Hi Faisal 

Educational Advisor 2: there is no formal age restriction on applying for a US undergraduate education. 

But it is a long process.  

Educational Advisor 2: Allow me to share with you how you can go about applying for an undergraduate 

degree. 

Moderator: Some questions received earlier are being forwarded by the moderator. 

Educational Advisor 2: You should first of all consider why you want to go to a college in the US for your 

undergraduate degree. Since you have a lot of work experience, you may want to focus your efforts on 

identifying the universities you are interested in studying, and the program of study. That begin said, 

you will need to consider the following steps. 

Educational Advisor 2: obtain information about institutions that offer the program you want to pursue. 

Use reference guides and Internet search engines to locate specific institutions that offer the degree you 

are seeking. If available contact an EducationUSA Adviser in your area. 2.Communicate directly with the 

admissions offices of the U.S. educational institutions to obtain information and application forms. 

Indicate the major academic area of interest to you. Make sure that you have your name printed 

consistently and clearly on all correspondence. There are over 400 institutions that use the ''Common 

Application'' which can be downloaded and submitted online or downloaded filled in and printed and 

then mailed to the schoolin hard copy.  

Moderator: SURAJ: i am applying for j-1 visa as an exchange visitor to US. what are the required extra 

documents that i have to provide for a faster and easier visa process? 

Educational Advisor 2: Faisal: 3.Read all materials received carefully to determine: whether the program 

you want is offered; whether you meet the minimum academic requirements; if you require financial 

assistance; whether your proposed program is available; and whether you can meet the application 

deadlines. 4.Apply to more than one institution (at least five). U.S. institutions receive many applications 

and often cannot accommodate all qualified applicants. You may decide which institution to attend after 

you have received your letters of acceptance. 5.Complete the admission application carefully and 

thoroughly. Be consistent when giving your name and contact information on the application and in all 

correspondence. If some of your records are under a different name, be sure you indicate that on the 

application. Complete all items on the application and submit all items requested.  

Educational Advisor 2: 6.Submit the appropriate application fee in U.S. currency (bank cheques, money 

orders or by credit card) with your application. Most institutions will not process an application without 

the fee. 7.Provide official academic records from local secondary and/or tertiary level institutions both 

in the native language and in English translation. Official documents must bear the seal of the school 

and authorized signature. Photocopies are not usually acceptable unless they are officially attested as 

exact copies of the original document. 



faisal mir 2: i have very good offers for jobs in dubai, because of my experience but the thing wich 

making my case diffcuilt is my degree  

Educational Advisor 2: 8.Since you would be a non-native English speaker, you would need to take an 

English proficiency exam such as TOEFL or IELTS. Register early for either of these exams and request 

that your scores are forwarded to the institutions to which you are applying. 9.Register for the tests 

required by the institution to which you are applying (for example: SAT or ACT tests are typically 

suggested for undergraduate applicants 

Educational Advisor 2: You may also want to take the SAT-II. 10.Request letters of recommendation as 

required by the program/institution. Teachers and guidance counselors, professors, mentors, and 

supervisors generally write these letters. 11.Submit verification of scholarship or other financial support. 

If you need financial assistance be sure to apply for that funding at the same time you apply to the 

university.12.Note the deadlines for application. Allow time for mail delays and application 

consideration Apply early. 13.Allow 6 to 8 weeks after sending your complete application to the 

institution of your choice for an admission decision. Many schools and departments, however, send 

admission offers around March and April for the fall semester. 14.If you receive an offer of acceptance 

and decide not to accept it is courteous to notify an institution if you will not accept their offer of 

admission. 15.Remember: Institutions will only forward the Certificate of Eligibility (I-20 or IAP-66) after 

you have been accepted, your level o 

shanker: hi sir  

Educational Advisor 2: English proficiency has been determined, and your funding has been established 

as sufficient to meet the institution's expenses. Once you receive the eligibility certificate you can then 

apply for a student visa. You must schedule an interview with the Visa Department at the time you wish 

to apply for the visa. Make sure you already have a valid passport before you apply for the student visa. 

Then you can travel to the US for your higher studies!  

Educational Advisor 2: I do understand that your not getting better jobs is because of the lack of your 

formal education. You can take the steps outlined above and work at circumventing that obstacle. All 

the best of luck to you! 

shanker:  is international students are eligible for graduate certificate programs in us universities? 

shanker: i have attested copies of all my certificates,those are sufficient to apply to us? 

Educational Advisor 2: Hi Shankar. there are a lot of options for internatinoal students to study in the US 

and obtain graduate certificates from US universities. 

shanker: what is the criteria for graduate certificate programs  

Educational Advisor 2: You need to identify the institutions you are interested in and what you want to 

study in these programs. Can you share this with us? 



Consular Officer 2: Suraj: First, apply and be accepted to an American educational institute. This takes 

time and requires a significant amount of foresight and planning.After acceptance, pay your SEVIS fee 

and wait to receive your I-20 or DS-2019 from the academic organization. Full-time or vocational 

students (F and M visas) must get an I-20. Exchange visitors (J visa) must get a DS-2019. Get a 

photograph with the proper specifications. Pay the visa fee at any HDFC bankSubmit your initial 

application via the DS-160 online form, and schedule a visa interview. Do these as early as you can! 

Remember: you may not apply for your visa more than 120 days before the program start date listed on 

your I-20 or DS-2019. Also, you may not enter the United States on a student visa more than 30 days 

before the program start date on your I-20 or DS-2019.Come in for your interview with all the required 

documentation. Be sure to present yourself honestly and openly.Please check our website for 

supporting documents:http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov/ 

Moderator 3: bobby: is there a VISA which provides to take up MS on the weekends and work on the 

weekdays 

Consular Officer 2: Suraj: Please note:  The supporting documents are only required for science and 

technology applicants! 

Consular Officer: Bobby, to be eligible for a student visa, the applicant must be enrolled in a full time 

course of study. Your situation sounds more like a work visa, which is another topic. Please see our 

website for more detail on the work visa: http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov/types_of_visas/temporary-

employment-holp.html 

Moderator 3: Ruth Dasary: I have attended the interview in chennai on 10th Jan. And i have been given 

a pink sheet. I need to know if the admin procedure could be speened up because the un iversity dead 

line is approaching 

roopa: Good afternoon 

Consular Officer: Ruth, if the 221g letter states that you need to submit additional documents to the U.S. 

Embassy / Consulate, you are required to approach the nearest VFS office. Visit any of our application 

centers along with the original 221g letter and documents along with your passport.Please note that 

there is no definite time period for administrative processing. When administrative processing is 

required, the timing will vary depending on circumstances of each case. Be assured that U.S Embassy 

will contact you if the administrative processing is complete or if additional information is required. 

roopa: will the administrative processing be copleted faster after submission of new I-20 due to 

deferment of semester for delay in visa 

Educational Advisor 2: SHankar, in case you can visit New Delhi, the USIEF library at ''Fulbright House'', 

12 Hailey Road, New Delhi 110001, has an excellent library where we could assist you in identifying your 

interests in a graduate certificate program and we would be happy to help you. Also have a look at our 

website: www.usief.org.in. Hope that helps you. 



SAM: If visa is approved on one university and the student receives a I-20 from other good university 

what is the procedure for it 

Consular Officer 2: Sam:  You would need to come in for another interview and get another visa for the 

school you plan to attend. The visa linked to the school you attend. 

Consular Officer: Roopa, while we can’t comment on specific cases in such a forum, we can tell you the 

address to lookup the status of your case: http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov/outreach/aoadb.html 

Np: I had received a visa to study at the Illinois State University. I had reported to the university and 

enrolled for classes on 10th of January this year. However, due to a family emergency I had to come 

back and had to withdraw from the university. My academic counsellor at the university has deferred 

my admission to the August Session. My question is do I need to apply for a visa again or can I go back 

on the same Visa? My I-20 was cancelled since I had withdrawn from the university. 

Consular Officer 2: NP:  Sorry about your family troubles.  You will need a new I-20 and a new visa to 

return to school.  Please contact your your admissions office to get the I-20, pay your SEVIS fee and 

reapply for the visa the way you did the first time. 

Moderator: mohan: How soon can one apply for a f1 visa before a tenr begins 

Moderator: venkat sravan: I have been rejected earlier for F-1 visa. I am planning to apply for a visa 

again for Fall-2011. Is earlier denials going to effect my visa chances in future. 

Consular Officer: Mohan,•you may not apply for your visa more than 120 days before the program start 

date listed on your I-20 or DS-2019. Also, you may not enter the United States on a student visa more 

than 30 days before the program start date on your I-20 or DS-2019. 

Moderator: Roger: I have an valid B1/B2 VISA upto 2010 and I'm going to US in Feb, and I'm visiting US 

to select college to do my Master's...and my question is if I get an I-20 form and have all the neccessary 

documents can I apply for the Student VISA in US 

Consular Officer: Roger, No, you cannot apply for a visa to the United States while in the United States. 

You must visit a U.S. embassy or consulate outside the United States to obtain a visa.  

Rakesh: Hello Sir on what basis 221g is issued 

Consular Officer 2: Venkat:  Each time you apply, you are given a fresh interview. But realistically, if your 

denial was recent, then the officer will need to understand  what is new or different about your 

application. If there are no signifcant changes to your application, you are unlikely to get a different 

reply.   

Consular Officer: Rakesh, 221g of the INA forbids issuance to anyone whose application is incomplete.An 

applicant will not have to pay a second application fee if refused under 221(g). A 221(g) status remains 

active for one year, after which an applicant will have to re-apply for a visa.If your case is under 

“administrative processing”, that means it is in 221g status. You can check the status of the case on our 



website at http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov/outreach/aoadb.html.  We will not be able to give any 

additional information, so do not call us or VFS.  We cannot predict how long this processing will take, so 

that is one of the reasons we encourage you to apply early. 

Np: Thank you for the clarification. I'll take the steps suggested by you. 

Ramu 2: Good afternoon Officer ,  Ramu: I went to UK on student Visa unfortunately i didn't complete 

the course because it didn't me my expectations and that course doesn't have project work .. poor lab 

facility ..some reasons  return back to india. I am currently ding job on my field(SAS) .Now i would like to 

go usa and pursue  masters degree in Biostatistics . Am i eligible to apply F-1 visa please reply.  

faisal mir 2: sir if i get an 1-20 from one of the top university of usa , then i can apply for F-1 visa , what 

can be i chances for getting a student visa . after having all documents, including bank statements, good 

IELTS band, and I-20 from the top university in usa . 

Educational Advisor 2: Hi Ramu: you are welcome to apply to the US for a Master's degree in 

Biostatistics. However, before you go ahead and apply, you need to ensure the following. 

Consular Officer: Ramu, to be eligible for an F! visa, you need to follow the instructions listed above, 

answering Suraj 

SAM: Sir, What financial should the student  produce during the interview 

Educational Advisor 2: Ramu: First, you need to ensure that you have 16 years of formal education (12 

years in high school, as well as university education, preferably 4 or more years in at least a Bachelor's 

course and at least one year of a Master's course. 

Educational Advisor 2: Ramu, Once you ensure that you have a total of 16 years of formal education, you 

are eligible to apply for a Master's degree.  

SAM: sir If GRE/TOEFL/IELTS scores are less are there any chances for rejection 

Moderator: raghav vivek koripalli:  i am  student of b.tech  completing my b.tech this year my btech 

aggregate is 50%  and i have some backlocks which i completed them people are saying that even if i get 

good gre score  and admission in university i can get u.s visa is it true? 

Consular Officer: Sam, for an F1 visa, students need to be prepared to provide proof of payment for one 

year of studies. That being said, the F1 visa is NOT a document based visa. It's more important to 

convince the officer you are a credible student who has a plan to return to India 

Rakesh: hello sir i am a pharmacy student applied I-20 for fall intake i came to know all the pharmacy 

students will be given 221g is that correct on what basis 221g is issued 

faisal mir 2: i wanted to go for business management  

Moderator: sameera: in how many days can a person given 221g will get the visa? 



Educational Advisor 2: Hi Ramu: U.S. Graduate Schools are all independent, and each sets its own 

requirements for admission. Within each school individual programs may often have different 

requirements. It is advisable to start this process approximately one to one-and-a-half year(s) before 

you hope to begin studies. In the U.S. the American academic year begins late August or early 

September, and students should generally request admission for this (autumn or fall) term.  

Educational Advisor 2: Write directly to the Graduate Admissions Offices of the institutions to obtain 

information and applications. Indicate the major academic area of interest to you. Carefully print your 

name and address on all such inquiries. Stress field of specialization, professional background, reasons 

for choosing particular faculty and ask for information on financial aid possibilities. You will find a lot of 

information online on the university’s own website. So, Ramu, you should thoroughly read all materials 

received to determine whether the program you seek is offered; whether you appear to meet the 

minimum academic requirement; if you require financial assistance, whether it is available for your 

proposed programs; and whether you can meet the application deadlines. Ramu, it is advisable to apply 

to more than one institution. U.S. institutions receive many applications and often cannot accommodate 

all qualified applicants. You may decide which institution to attend after you have received your 

admission offers. This 

Consular Officer: Sameera, If your case is under “administrative processing”, that means it is in 221g 

status. You can check the status of the case on our website at 

http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov/outreach/aoadb.html.  We will not be able to give any additional 

information, so do not call us or VFS.  We cannot predict how long this processing will take, so that is 

one of the reasons we encourage you to apply early. 

Educational Advisor 2: Complete the admission application carefully and legibly. Always give your name 

in exactly the same way on the application and in all correspondence. If some of your records are under 

a different name, be sure you indicate that on the application. Complete all items on the application and 

submit all items requested. You should ensure that you write essays that they require and edit it 

carefully – this is an *important* part of the application.If an application fee is required, submit the 

appropriate amount in U.S. currency with your application. Most institutions will not process your 

application without the fee. Ramu, register for the Graduate Record Examination (GRE). They may also 

require you to do the GRE Subject Tests if applicable.  You will also need to take the TOEFL.Ramu, you 

should also request your official academic records both in the native language and in English translation. 

Official documents must bear the seal of the school and authorized signature. Photocopies are *not*  

usually acceptable 

Rakesh: i have question regarding my friend he applied for spring intake and when he attended the 

interview he was issued 221g the time case got solved and when he got visa he start date was finished 

now university has differed his admission to fall so can he go on same visa or he need to apply again 

Educational Advisor 2: Note the deadlines for application given in the institutional information you 

receive. Different institutions/programs have different deadlines. Allow time for mail delays, application 

consideration, and for obtaining passport and visa when you are admitted. Apply early. Stated 



application deadlines are generally the final date for receipt of applications and all supporting 

credentials. Additional time is required to process applications from international students. Send all 

requests, applications, and credentials airmail.Allow 6-8 weeks after your application is submitted to an 

institution to receive their admission decision. Many schools and departments, however, send 

admission offers only in March and April. It is courteous to notify an institution if you will not be 

accepting their offer of admission. Remember: A Certificate of Eligibility (I-20 or IAP-66) cannot be 

issued until you have been admitted, your level of English proficiency has been determined (and 

additional training arranged if necessary) an 

Ramu 2: Officer, I have B.sc (3years) and Post Graduation Diploma (1year) from the same university .  

Consular Officer: Rakesh, your friend needs to be in touch with his university authorizing officer to 

ensure his SEVIS status is reflected correctly, AND the I20 is amended.  

Educational Advisor 2: Hi Ramu: you look like you have 16 years of formal education and so, you can 

apply for a Master's. 

shanker: i have 4 yrs work experience in bioanalytical.now i want to study graduate certificate progrm in 

biopharmacetical international regulatory affairs from north eastern university, boston. at university 

website international students are eligible for that program,can i eligible for f-1 visa or not? 

Rakesh: in case if the SEVIS is reflected correctly nad I-20 is ammended for fall can he go on same visa 

SAM: How can the student prove that they will return back to their home country? 

devaki: sir my name is devaki,i am doing my M.pharmacy Analysis second year can i do job in america 

Educational Advisor 2: Hi Shankar, it is best if you contact the universities directly and find out what 

graduate certificate program you will need to be able to apply for. 

Consular Officer: Rakesh, if it's the same university as before, then yes, but are you sure your friend has 

received their visa? If it's still in 221g status then they must wait. We cannot predict how long 221g 

status lasts. For the latest, they can look up their case at 

http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov/outreach/aoadb.html 

Educational Advisor 2: Once they let you know whether this is a degree-granting program or not, you 

will need to aply to the US Embassy for the appropriate visa.  

Suresh: Suresh:My daughter has got admission in Graduate Biotech Engineering Program in US wherein 

she will be supported by me for this one year program Fiancnially.Can I have financial support reflected 

in Mutual Funds in my name which is encashable in 4 days time  at the time of applying for Visa or is it 

necessary that these funds  should be in Savings Account ?Thanks 

Educational Advisor: Sam: Standerdized scores are critical components in deciding your admissions to 

U.S. Universities. If the scores are less, it depends on the University if they will go ahead with your 

applications. Having said that, if you have a low score, concentrate on the other requirements that is 



your SOP's, academic record, recommendations etc. Prepare well before you take the test. I would 

advise you to take lot of mock test and understand teh strategies for getting high on these tests before 

taking the final call on the tests.  

faisal mir 2: sir if i get an 1-20 from one of the top university of usa , then i can apply for F-1 visa , what 

can be the chances for getting a student visa . after having all documents, including bank statements, 

good IELTS band, and I-20 from the top university in usa . 

Moderator: namrata ghai goyal: I changenged my visa status in U.S from F2 to F1 and now I will be 

visiting India on a semester break please tell me the procedure for visa stamping 

Consular Officer: Suresh, your daughter needs to be prepared to prove that she has financial assistance 

for one year of her studies. Mutual funds or savings account are interchangable. 

roopa: sir please reply,Are there chances to even miss the defered term due to administrative 

processing.I have already wasted my one precious year 

Consular Officer: Namrata, make sure your I-20 or DS-2019 from the academic organization is properly 

endorsed and valid. Full-time or vocational students (F and M visas) must get an I-20. Exchange visitors (J 

visa) must get a DS-2019. Make sure you SEVIS fee is paid and your SEVIS status is active.Have a 

photograph with the proper specificationsPay your visa fee at any HDFC bankSubmit your initial 

application via the DS-160 online form, and schedule a visa interview. Do these as early as you can! 

Remember: you may not apply for your visa more than 120 days before the program start date listed on 

your I-20 or DS-2019. Also, you may not enter the United States on a student visa more than 30 days 

before the program start date on your I-20 or DS-2019.Come in for your interview with all the required 

documentation. Be sure to present yourself honestly and openly.For more information on these steps, 

see our website at: http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov/applyingmain.html 

shanker: hi sir i have a doubt about admissions for ucsc, santa clara,that institutiona didn't ask any 

eligible tests like gre/toefl,is some institutions giving admissions on which basis and is it true 

Consular Officer: APlease keep monitoring the VFS website, https://www.vfs-usa.co.in  for the required 

dates and apply online for the visa interview appointment. The Embassy adds appointment often. 

Educational Advisor 2: Hi Shankar: I would advise you to take the tests even if the university does not 

require it formally. It will help you in the process of applying for a US visa, as visa officers are likely to 

want to know those test scores. 

Ramu 2: Thank you for your most valuable advice. It is very helpful to contact directly contact to the 

Consular Officer . Great job !! Hope that if you can conduct More of these it would veryful for students 

solve their doubts . thanks  

Consular Officer: Any last questions? 



Suresh: Thanks Sir. Funds has been  in my account for from Nov 2010 onwards and  I will be sponsoring 

her.Is this adeuqate? 

devaki: sir,how to change from dependent to student visa 

Educational Advisor 2: Ramu, you are very welcome. Do visit us at USIEF, ''Fulbright House'', 12 Hailey 

Road, New Delhi 110 001. We have our contact information on our website, www.usief.org.in 

Consular Officer: Devaki, read the answer to Namrata's question above 

Consular Officer: Suresh, yes 

raghu: hello sir, embassy has asked me for defered i20 maild. in which format should i send the scaned 

copy. jpeg or pdf  

Consular Officer: Raghu, whichever is smaller, thanks 

Suresh: She is a resident of Dubai as she is studying at Dubai although she is a citizen of India Can she 

apply for Visa from Dubai?THanks Sir 

Consular Officer: Suresh, yes, she can 

Consular Officer: Thank you all very much for your participation in today’s webchat on U.S. student 

visas. We hope the information provided was helpful and addressed some of your concerns. The 

consular sections at all posts have an officer and local staff person available to come to your school or 

university and present on the U.S. visa process. Please see our websites for contact information. For 

more information on the topic of visas, please see the following websites:•Bureau of Consular Affairs  

http://travel.state.gov/visa_services.html•U.S. Embassy New Delhi http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov•The 

U.S.-India Education Foundationwww.fulbright-india.org•VFShttp://www.vfs-usa.co.in •DHS/ICE 

websitehttp://www.ice.gov/graphics/sevis Good afternoon and good luck in your process! 

Moderator: Thanks for participating! 


