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- Indian students in
US rose record 29.4%

. Mumbai: Indian students
- going to the US went up by
~ 29.4% thisyear,arecord high,
revealedmeOpemDoorsRe-
port on International Educa-
tion Exchange released on
Monday:

From hosting around 1.02
lakh Indian students last ye-
a:;UShasdrawn:l)OOOmore
students in 2014-15—the larg-
est growthfromasingle coun-
try. It is the highest in the his-

tory of Open Doors, since
1854-55, comparable only with
the 29.1% witnessed in 2000-
0L Expertsattributethe jump
to the surge in international
schools in the country, which

P Special UK work visa for
Indian students only? P 14

makesoyf?easeducationat-
stabilizing rupee value, and
liberal economic policies.

»64% in grad studies, P 2
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'64% of Indians in US pursue grad
studies, Texas is top destination

e
tion for US study abroad,” said

pROomP1
201314, of
Indian students going o

years, the number of students
intheUShasgoneupby 73.7%.
Even as the number of Indian
studentspursing graduate stu-
dies went up by 39.3% in the

last year adding to the overall

growth, the influx of interna-
tional schools in the country
hasled toa good jumpof 30.3%
dergradlmtastmhest@ i
Maximum numbers of In-

- dians pursue graduate studies
(64%)inthe US, followed by op-
tional training (22%)
studies

MORE INDIANS

‘g |‘.' t‘ 0
GOING TO US TO STUDY
e ye \ y | Engineering
B . T ot oftotal P
| |- M v LR @37.5%
: e year | students in US Y
. 2014-1§ 1.32.888 29.4% ; 13.6% ‘\m}ll Math/computer
2012-13 , 96,754  (-3.5%)
21011 | 103895  (10%)
Undergraduate | 16,521 | 12,677
Graduate 85,055 | 61,058
Non-degree
(m) 1924| 1242
Optpon: 29388 | 27,696
affairs. hest number of visa applica:
While Open Doorsdoesnot  tions, including students’ vi
compile region-wise data for  sas, from these two states,” he
el Evans, consular section chi- Chhattisgarh, Goa and Mad-
ef, said GujaratandMaharash-  hya Pradesh. In the last year,
tra make up the biggest stu-  there has heen a 56% rise in
dents' from the western  students’ visasissued intheco-
region. "We have had the hig-  untry, when the western re-
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Indian students studying in US
colleges rise by 29%, says report

HIGHEST GROWTH RATE Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat issued the maximum visas

e e P » RISEIN NO. OF INDIAN STUDENTS IN USA
& FL VISA ISSUANCE*

Graduate

640,

MUMEBAE For the first time in 60

wears, India achieved its highest Undergraduate
growth rate of sending sindenis A
tothe United States (US), said a 37.964 129% STUDENTS

new report.

With a 20.4% rise in the
number of Indian stadents
studying n the TS, the coun-
try continues tobe the ssoond
highest contributorof foreign
students — a bulk of which
are from Maharashira and
Gujarat based on the number
of visas lssued

As per the Open Doors
Report prepared by MNew York-
basad Institute of International

26,845 36,141

AT VARIOUS
LEVELS OF
EDUCATION

Certificate

29%

Optional Practical
Training (OPT) **
220
““Optienal Practical Training (0PT) is a
periad during which undengraduate and grad-

uate students with F-1 status, wha have
amgletad or have beenpursuing their degrees

1,32,888

DIAN
DENTS
IN 2014-15

—

200-11 | 201-12 | 2012-13 | 2013-14 | 200415

Education (IIE), around 1,32.228
Indian students enrolled in 2014-
15 in US colleges, as compared
to 102,673 in 2012-14.

A number of factors have
been attributed to it. “Many
sthools in India are now offer-
ing international curricula.
Indian students graduating
from US get a chance to work
in the country. Besides, the
Reserve Bank of India (REI has
aliberal policy towards foreign
education,” said Ryan Pereira,
regional officer, Education TSA.

In the past 12 months, visas
were issned to around 25,200

Indian students, of which,
25,000 were from the west-
ern region of Maharashira,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Goa.
However. the highest number
aof visas— 27,000 - wasissued by
the US consulate in Hyderabad
that caters to Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Odisha. The
eastern region of West Bengal,
Bihar and Morth Eastern states

“AnF1 visa is a non-immigrant visa for those wishing to
attend an academic institution in the United States of America.

contributed only 3,700 of the
total stndent visas issned.
According to Pereira, therel-
ative prosperity in Maharashtra
and Gujarat is the reason
behind large number of visa
applications from the region.
As per the data, majority of
the Indian students in US study
engineering (27.5 % ) followed
bv math/computer {21.4%),
while 10.7% students take up

business programmes, Arourd
two-third siudents areenrolled
in post-graduate (“graduate’ in
American parlance) courses
and 22% are part of work per-
mit programme called optional
practical training,

“Indian students are opting
for unconventional courses as
well. Students who study in
Cambridge schools tend to go for
humanities programmes. Those

for mare than nine manths, are panmitted to
work for at mastane year towands getting padial
training to.complement their fiekd of studies.

schooled as per International
Bacecalanreate (IB) prefer sci-
ence, technology engineering
andmath - called STEM - cours-
as, Bio-medical and bio-chem-
isty are popular options for
PhIl candidates. while courses
related to embedded system and
wery-large scale integration are
also picking up,” said Eamvya
Suriof Indo-American Society,
Ahmedabad.
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In US colleges, number of Indian

students growing at fastest rate
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES and
colleges have witnessed the
highest increase in the number
of Indian students in the six
decades, a study has found.
Even though the Chinese
continue to make up the largest
chunk of foreign students in the
US, in the academic year 2014-
15, the number of Indian stu-
dents grew by 294 percenttoa
record high of 132,888. Of these,
almost 80 per cent are in the
fields of engineering,
math/computer science, and
business.
In2014-15, the US had a total

of 974,926 international stu-
dents. The last time the
of Indian students grew
at this pace was m2000-01.
AccordmgmtheOpenDows
IEMadatabaseofforagns&w
dents studying and teaching in
the US, India and China together
account for 45 per centof the to-
tal international student com-
mmntymAmenca.
Gmatu'eoonmmcstabilitym
the US contributed to the in-
crease in the number of Indian
students going to the countryin.
search of quality education’
and better job prospects,
Matthew K Asada, first ;
at the US Embassy in New
Delhi, said while releasmg;
the data. -
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students in US rises

AGE
MUMBAI, NOV. 16

A study report released by
the US Embassy in Mumbai
on Monday has revealed
that the number of Indian
students enrolling in US
colleges and universities in
2014-15 has gone up to 29 per
cent bettering China’s
record.

Engineering and comput-
er studies have been the
cholce of Indian students
as nearly 69 per cent enr-
olments has been in these
two vocations. The detalls
are part of the 2015 Open
Doors Report on Int-
ernational Educational Ex-
change that shows an inc-
rease by 29 per cent to
1,32 888 students in higher
education.

According to the report,
while China remains the
top country sending inter-
national students tothe US,
increasing by 11 per cent to
3.04,040 students, India’s
growth outpaced China’s
this year, with students
from India increasing by
29.4 percent to a record
high of 1,32,888. The incre-
ase shows that the increase
that began last year is gain-
ing momentum, after a
three-year trend of declin-
ing numbers of Indian stu-
dents on US campuses.

In 2014715, China and
India together accounted
for 67 per cent of the total
increase in international
students, and they now con-
stitute neariy 45 per cent of
the total number of inter-
national students in US.

higher education, with 31
per cent coming from
China and 14 per cent com-
ing from India.

“l am excited to see the
record number of Indian
students contributing to
Iife and studies on
American campuses. 1 am
also excited about every-
thing the US Embassy is
doing to encourage Indian
and American students to
study abroad, and to facili-
tate institutional partner-
ships between US and
Indian institutions, such as
through the Indo-US 2ist
Century Knowledge Initia-
tive,” said U.S. Ambassador
Richard Verma.

Evan Ryvans, assistant sec-
retary of state for educa-
tional and cultural affairs
at US. department of state,
also pointed out that India’s
position has improved and
it is the 12th preferred des-
tination for studies abroad
by American students

The report further said
that approximately 80 per
cent of all Indian students
in the United States are in
the fields of engineering.
math/computer science,
and business.

Thirty per cent of all
Indian students in the US
are in an Optional Practical
Training Program which
enables international stu-
dents to work in paid posi-
tions for 12 months after
completion of their degree
program, and for an addi-
tional 17 months if in the
STEM (Science, Technolo-
2Y. Engineering and
Mathematics) fields.
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Modi-Obamabonhomie sees 30% jumpin Indian students going toUS
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Headline: Let’s study in America

Substance: The U.S. Consul General Thomas Vajda shared the U.S. Government’s Open Doors report with the
media in Mumbai. He highlighted the consular section’s information sessions on the student visa process to
schools and students across the five states. "U.S. students coming to India to study for academic credit increased
by five per cent to 4,583 this year, making it the 12th leading destination for U.S. study abroad," said Vajda.
However, the numbers of U.S. students travelling to India has not increased significantly over the last few
years. Vajda added students from the U.S. take into account a lot of aspects before moving to other countries,
including programs, issues of housing.
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Headline: America increasingly preferred by Indian students

Substance: The total number of Indian students studying in the U.S. shot up 28% to 1,34,292 students,
comprising the second largest foreign student body in America. The findings of the latest Open Doors Report
(published by the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement of the Department of Homeland Security) were
analyzed for the media by the U.S. Consul General Thomas Vajda in Mumbai. He credited the positive trends to
the growing bilateral relations between the U.S. and India.
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Heading: 30% jump in number of Indian students going to the U.S.

Substance: “Registering an unprecedented growth of nearly 30 per cent last year, a record 132,888 Indian
students are now studying in the U.S., making an estimated contribution of more than $3.6 billion to the
American economy,” Tom Vajda, Consul General of U.S. Consulate-Mumbai discussed the 2015 “Open Doors
Report” on International Educational Exchange . "We have had the highest number of visa applications,
including students' visas, from the western region." Mike Evans, visa section chief, added. In the last one year,
there has been a 89 per cent rise in the visa applications. Texas, California, New York, Illinois and
Massachusetts are the top five States to host Indian students in America. The newspaper also mentioned that
there is no plan to open a visa office in Ahmedabad which would have been a great relief to hundreds of
Guijarati visa applicants.
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Heading: 30% jump in number of Indian students in the U.S.
Substance: The number of Indian students heading to the U.S. for higher education recorded a robust jump of
around 29.4 per cent to 132,888 in the 2014/15 academic year, according to a report, beating China in terms of
growth. The U.S. also remained the most preferred destination in higher education for students from not only
India but other countries as well. Approximately 80% of all Indian students in the U.S. are in the fields of
Engineering, Math/Computer Science, and Business. According to the “Open Doors” report, the number of
international students at U.S. colleges and universities had the highest rate of growth in 35 years, increasing by
10 per cent to a record high of 9,74,926 students in 2014/15. The report also found the number of U.S. students
studying abroad rose by 5 per cent in 2013/14.
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