Orissa State Profile
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Orissa has 30 districts, 314 communities and 51, 124 villages; Bhubaneswar is the
State Capital. With a population of 36.8 million in 2001, Orissa is one of the least
urbanized states in India (14.97%). The agriculture sector absorbs about 80 per cent of
the total work force and contributes 50% of State’s domestic product. It has the dubious
distinction of having highest percentage (47.15) of population living below poverty line
among the States. This is nearly double the all India average of 26.10 for the same
year. Frequent occurrences of natural calamities are another barrier to the economic
progress of the state.

Total Population (2001) 36,804,660
Rural Population 31,287,422
Urban Population 5,517,238
Density (per Sq. Km) 236
Literacy 63.61%
Hospitals 57* + 120**
Primary Health Centers and first referral units 1279 and 96
Health sub-centers 6688

*Government hospitals only. ** Private hospitals as on Dec 2008.
Source: Census India, 2001, SRS Oct 2008 and Orissa Govt. portal-
http://www.orissa.gov.in/health_portal/index.html



HIV/AIDS Situation in Orissa

Orissa has been implementing the National AIDS Control program through its State AIDS cell
since 1992. The state is considered vulnerable for the spread of HIV infection because of
factors such as a large migrant population; large-scale developmental projects such a mining
industries, hydroelectric and irrigation projects; a low literacy level especially among women and
rapid urbanization and industrialization. The first case of HIV infection in Orissa was detected in
1992 and the first reported death due to AIDS was in 1993. HIV continues to emerge in new
districts and currently, it is estimated Orissa has about 50,000 PLHAs.

Until 2000, sentinel surveillance data indicated an HIV-positive rate of up to 0.27% for antenatal
mothers, and a rate varying from 0.8% to 3% among STI patients. According to the 2006
sentinel surveillance, the State has four Category A and three Category B districts. The
prevalence rate in high-risk groups (2007 sentinel surveillance) was: STD patients: 1.5%; IDU:
7.3%; MSM: 7.2%, FSW: 0.8%; and ANC: 0.32%. As of Dec 2008, there are 129 Integrated
Counseling and Testing Centers (ICTCs) in the state, of which 122 are fully operational, 34 STD
clinics, three ART center, three CD4 machine and one Community Care Center. The State
plans to scale up these services.

On the request from NACO, USG will provide Technical Assistance to the Orissa State AIDS
Control Society and its partners in rolling out NACP Il activities in the high burden district of
Ganjam.

The district of Ganjam alone contributes 38% of the PLHIVs to the State of Orissa and 37.3% of
state AIDS deaths. The prevalence of HIV among migrant workers is estimated to be 5.6%
(HSS, 2006).This coupled with high migration rates to states like Gujarat makes this district
important in terms of HIV/AIDS control.



