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Lesson:  Dress for Success, by Susie Krasnican 
 
STUDENT OBJECTIVES 
Students will 
• Participate in partner and whole group discussion 
• Identify an aphorism to reflect on, or take a position on 
• Complete writing an opinion, comparison or reflective paragraph on chosen aphorism 
 
SESSION 1 
1
. 

View art work.  Teacher shows title, explains it’s a figure of speech and asks Ss to talk with a 
 partner about the meaning of the title.  Ss share ideas with class. 
 

2
. 

Teacher points out keys, and asks partners to predict why they are part of the artwork,  
keeping in mind the title. 
 

3
. 

Teacher shows up-close slides of artwork and points out text.  Teacher hands out list of  
aphorisms for class to consider. 
 

4
. 

Teacher defines an aphorism:  An observation that contains a general truth, like “If it isn’t  
broken, don’t fix it.”   T asks Ss for examples from their language, translated in English.  
 

5
. 

Teacher asks partners to consider the ? at the end of each aphorism, and discuss why the artist  
made that choice.  Whole class discusses. 
 
6. Teacher reads each one aloud, introducing any vocabulary requested from Ss.  After each  
    one,Teacher asks Ss to consider what they think about it; do they agree, disagree, agree  
    with some reservations or not sure.  They should mark their reaction to each on their paper. 
 
7.  Teacher asks Ss to examine list again, this time marking those for which there are  
     equivalents in their native language.  Ss make a note of the similar aphorism from their  
     culture. 

 
SESSION 2 
1. Review the artwork by looking at the slides again.  T asks Ss to take out their list of aphorisms  

and reread what is written and what they wrote. 
 

2. T asks Ss to choose one aphorism they feel strongly about, and make a mind map of ideas for  
writing. 
 

3. Ss can choose to write a comparison paragraph, comparing their culture’s aphorism to the one 
In the artwork, or a reflection paragraph on one particular aphorism, or an opinion paragraph. 

 
SESSION 3 

1. Ss choose another aphorism to focus their discussion, and different genre. 
2. Partners discuss each partner’s chosen aphorism. 
3. Complete writing, this time using different genre than the first time. 

  
STUDENT ASSESSMENT/REFLECTIONS 
• Assess students' written work using established rubric.  
• Assess student progress in writing, using conferencing, anecdotal notes about partner and 

whole group participation of discussions based on observation. 


