Embassy of the Reykj aV|’ku rborg

United States of America
Sendirad Bandarikjanna

12. april 2013

Upplestur & bréfi Martin Luther King Jr Ur Birmingham fangelsi

pridjudaginn 16. april 2013 kl. 13 tekur Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur, i samvinnu vio
Sendirad Bandarikjanna & islandi, patt i alpjodlegum vidburdi & vegum skjalasafnsins i
Birmingham Alabama. Hid dhrifamikla ,,Bréf ur Birmingham fangelsi“ verdur lesid upp
og farid yfir lifshlaup Martin Luther King Jr. Bréfid verdur lesid vida um heim pennan
dag til ad minnast Martin Luther King Jr. og barattunnar fyrir mannréttindum
blokkumanna i Bandarikjunum.

Tilefnid er ad 50 ar verda lidin fra pvi ad Martin Luther King Jr. byrjadi ad skrifadi hid
frega ,,Bréf ur Birmingham fangelsi®“ sem var svar vid yfirlysingu atta hvitra presta fra
Alabama um réttindabarattu blokkumanna i Bandarikjunum par sem peir segja ad
baréttan eigi eingdngu ad fara fram fyrir domstolum, ekki & gétum ati. I svari sinu leggur
Martin Luther King Jr. hugmyndafradilegan grunn fyrir pa fridsamlegu réttindabaréattu
sem hann stéo fyrir og Utskyrdi af hverju almenn métmaeli veeri naudsynleg. Bréfid
markadi pattaskil i barattunni og er pekkt fyrir einstaka rokfestu King og er einn af
pbekktari textum sem ritadir hafa verid & enska tungu.

Luis Arreaga sendiherra Bandarikjanna mun fjalla um lif og storf Martin Luther King.
Jon Gnarr borgarstjori Reykjavikur tala um sina syn @ mannréttindabarattu i dag.
Sendiherra Bandarikjanna, Jon Gnarr og Anna Pala Sverrisdéttir formadur Samtakanna
78 munu svo lesa hluta ar bréfinu.

Markmid pessarar stundar er ad vekja athygli a fridsamlegri mannréttindabarattu um allan
heim og minnast pess hve miklum straumhvorfum mannréttindabaratta blokkumanna i
Bandarikjunum med Martin Luther King Jr. i fararbroddi olli i heiminum.

Vidburdurinn fer fram i hisnadi Borgarskjalasafns Reykjavikur, Grofarhasi,
Tryggvagotu 15, 3. haed pridjudaginn 16. April milli kl. 13 og 13.30.



Fraedast mé frekar um vidburdinn & http://www.bplonline.org/programs/1963/Letter.aspx

Bréfid i heild sinni mé& nalgast hér: http://mlk-
kppO01.stanford.edu/kingweb/popular requests/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf

. Sponsored by Birmingham Public Library

#, Letter From Birmingham Jail
: A Worldwide Celebration
April 16, 2013
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YEAR OF BIRMINGHAM

Embassy of the ReykjaViku rborg

United States of America
Sendirad Bandarikjanna

April 12,2013

Public Reading from The Letter from Birmingham Jail by Martin Luther King Jr.

The Reykjavik Municipal Archive in collaboration with the U.S. Embassy in Reykjavik
will on Tuesday, April 16th at 1 pm participate in an international celebration organized
by the Birmingham Public Library in Alabama. The event will be held at the Reykjavik
Municipal Archives and will consist of a public reading of Martin Luther King Jr.’s
influential The Letter from Birmingham Jail along with an overview of his life and
influence. The goal of the celebration is to remember Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the
historical and ongoing importance of the Civil Rights Movement in the United States.


http://www.bplonline.org/programs/1963/Letter.aspx
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/kingweb/popular_requests/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/kingweb/popular_requests/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf

The day is the 50th anniversary of the day that Martin Luther King, Jr. began writing his
Letter from Birmingham Jail. The letter was a response to a statement by eight white
clergymen from Alabama who said that the courts were the place to fight for civil rights
rather than the streets. In his letter Martin Luther King Jr. laid an ideological foundation
for the peaceful direct action and protests he had advocated for and participated in and
explained why these actions were necessary. The letter marked a turning point for the
Civil Rights Movement and is acclaimed for its brilliant rhetoric and is widely regarded
as one of the more important documents of American History.

The US Ambassador to Iceland, Luis E. Arreaga, will give a short summary of Dr. King‘s
life and work and Jon Gnarr, the Mayor of Reykjavik, will give a short talk about his
human rights efforts. The Ambassador, Jon Gnarr and Anna Pala Sverrisdottir chairman
of Samtdkin ‘78, will all read parts of the Letter from Birmingham Jail.

The goal of this moment of celebration is to bring attention to the value of peaceful
protests as a tool in the fight for human rights around the world, to remember the
importance of the Civil Rights Movement in the United States and its influence around
the world.

The event will take place at The Reykjavik City Archive, Tryggvagétu 15, 3" floor, 101
Reykjavik, from 1 to 1.30 pm on Tuesday April 16™ 2013.

More information on the Worldwide Celebration:
http://www.bplonline.org/programs/1963/Letter.aspx

Letter from Birmingham Jail: http://mlk-
kpp01.stanford.edu/kingweb/popular requests/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf

Sponsored by Birmingham Public Library
Letter From Birmingham Jail
A Worldwide Celebration

April 16, 2013
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