BFTF at Purdue University, 2014

Accommodation:

| think that our accommodation was just perfect. In our dorm, in Purdue, we
could feel the inspiring mood of the university and the common room was
really well equipped where we could spend a time of our free time. We also
stayed at good places during our travels, the campus of George Washington
University was in an excellent place (a few minute walk from the White House)
and the motorway hotel which we spent our night in Philly was an experience
too.

Meals:

The dinners were perfect as well, all of them at campus had an own
atmosphere and the food was really tasty. Last weeks self-sufficiency in
Washington was an experience.

Presentations:

The goodness of a presentation was mostly affected by the oratorical skills and
the knowledge of the presenter. Fortunately, most of our teacher were
exceptional in both of these attributes( | would like to mention Robert
Lemming’s : Privacy presentation and also our second Journalism tutor, who's
name | unfortunately don’t remember, | think they were both brilliant and | am
sure that | will never forget their classes). Unfortunately, there were some
classes which were not this good. For example, our Science classes were
somewhat monotonic and the theme didn’t turn out to be interesting neither.
Our leadership class was also a bit boring, as our teacher mostly just read all
the text from the slides.

Activities:

All the activities were really well planned, so we could bond together and
become a group and we could also get to know how American people relax
and have fun. The movie night, the birthday parties, the celebration of the 4th
of July are all among my dearest memories. There were a few activities which



should be thought through again (one night we played the famous game

'Il

,Jeopardy!” in teams, but it ended in chaos), but | remember those as funny

rather than uncomfortable memories.

| especially liked, that our peers were always eager for our suggestions of
activities, so they happily agreed to take us to a concert ( The Fray) in
Indianapolis, once we could gather several people ( about half of the camp),
who wanted to come.

Travels:

| think that the days spent in big cities were obviously the highlights of the
camp. | especially liked that after the interesting activities which we attended
together (these included a visit to Indiana State House, to Shedd Aquarium,
etc.), we always had free time to walk around in the city in smaller groups.
Discovering all the cities was an amazing adventure, but | personally felt like,
that the best experience was taking a trip in the great city of Chicago.
Unfortunately, because of the big travel time, we had the least time spent in
Chicago of all the cities. | think it would have been better if we could have
spent a night in or somewhere around Chicago, so we could have two days, to
discover the ,,Windy City”.

Our peers/ relations with our peers:

We got to know all our peers as really motivated, intelligent and nice people,
who did their best to make this month for us unforgettable and to introduce us
to American life and customs. | especially liked that many teachers presented
his/her own life to fellows (one of our peers decided to take those who wanted
to watch a football game with himself so they could watch the game with him
and his friends), so we could have an insight in a real Americans life. We still
keep in touch with them through social media and | find it really motivating
that there are people from the other side of the world, who are eager to give
me advice concerning my studies, universities and scholarships. One of my
peers will soon come to Budapest as a tourist and | will show her around the
city as a tour guide.



Host families/ selection of host families:

| think that in most of the cases, the matching of ,host parents” and ,host
children” were really good. Most of the families worked really well and both
sides acquired good memories. There was one case, where the children didn’t
get on well with the family, so at around the half of the homestay they decided
that they want to move. Our peers agreed to move them to another host
family and from that point they resolve enjoying and learning in a new
environment.

Community Service:

We did community service for two days. | don’t think that the first day ended
up too well. We were taken to a park in Delphi, where most of us only had the
job of sweeping the trail in the forest, which seemed as pretty pointless to
most of us.

On the other hand, the other day we went to a homeless shelter where we
could help in maintenance/cleaning jobs (cleaning windows, gardening etc.). In
this case we knew that we were working for something important and that we
are aiding a facility which saves he lives of many. After we were done with the
work, the principal of the shelter gave a presentation to us about how the
shelter works, how they gather donations and also shared a few heartbreaking
stories about the shelter with us.



