CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Information Unit of Consular Section

4 Le Duan Boulevard, District 1, Hochiminh City

Tel: (84-8) 3520-4200 Fax (84-8) 3520-4235

Email: hcmcinfo@state.gov Website: http://hochiminhusconsulate.gov

Applying for a Returning Resident Visa

When a legal permanent resident of the United States remains abroad for more than one (1) year
without permission from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), the person is
generally considered to have abandoned U.S. residency and is subject to lose of Legal Permanent
Resident (LPR) status.

Applicants should contact the Ho Chi Minh office of the Department of Homeland Security/U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (DHS/USCIS) to determine their current legal permanent
status, and if they are eligible to receive a Boarding Letter as a U.S. LPR. Applicants may
consult USCIS directly from Monday to Friday at 13:00-16:00 at:

Diamond Plaza Building

34 Le Duan, Floor 8

Dist.1, Ho Chi Minh

Phone: 84-8- 3520 4477

Fax: 84-8 - 3823 5393

Email: CIS-HCMC.Inquiries@dhs.gov

If DHS/USCIS determines that the applicant is not eligible to receive a Boarding Letter, the individual
may apply for a “‘special immigrant” visa, also known as “Returning Resident Visa SB1”. In order to
qualify as a returning resident, individual must demonstrate to a consular officer that they departed the
U.S. with the intention of returning after a stay of less than one (1) year abroad, and their failure to
return to the U.S. as planned because of the reasons beyond the individual’s control.

Please prepare the following documents when applying for SB1 visa at the U.S. Consulate from
8:00 — 10:00 am any working days.

- Non-refundable filing fee of US$400 paid at the U.S. Consulate. This is not the visa
application fee. Payment of the filing fee does not guarantee that the application will be
approved.

- Form DS-117 (attached): All applicants must complete the form. The form is also available
at: http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/forms/forms_1342.html.

- Proof of legal permanent residence (Form 1-151, 1-551, Reentry Permit, etc.).

- Dates of travel outside of the U.S. (airline tickets, passport stamps, etc.)

- And proof of a protracted stay was for reasons beyond your control (medical incapacitation,
employment with a U.S. company, accompanying a U.S. citizen spouse, etc.).

The Consular officer will review your documents and evaluate whether you are eligible for SB1
visa. If approved, the applicant must still meet all other documentary and legal requirements to
qualify for a new immigrant visa. If not, a new visa petition must be filed on behalf of the
applicant.

N:\Info\HandoutFormPkts\Handout\Handout_SB1.docx


http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/forms/forms_1342.html

CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Information Unit of Consular Section

4 Le Duan Boulevard, District 1, Hochiminh City

Tel: (84-8) 3520-4200 Fax (84-8) 3520-4235

Email: hcmcinfo@state.gov Website: http://hochiminhusconsulate.gov

Hudéng dén visa SB1

Khi mot Thuong Trd Nhan (green card holder) sdng & ngoai Hoa Ky hon 1 nim ma khong xin phép
véi So Di Tra (USCIS), thi coi nhu Thuong Tra Nhan d6 da tir bo noi cu tra va danh mat tinh trang
thuong trd nhan (LPR) ctia minh ¢ Hoa Ky.

Céc duong don can lién he véi B An Ninh Nai Dia (DHS)/Sa Di Tra (USCIS) tai TP. Hd Chi Minh
dé xac dinh tinh trang cu tr hién tai cia minh, va liéu duong don c¢6 hoi du diéu kién dé duoc cap
Thu Van Chuyén (Boarding Letter) dé quay tro lai Hoa Ky véi tu cach 1a mot Thuong Trd Nhan.
Céc duong can lién hé truc tiép voi USCIS tir tha Hai dén thir Sau vao ldc 13:00 — 16:00 chiéu tai dia
chi:

Cao 6c Diamond Plaza

34 Lé Duan, lau 8

Quan 1, TP. H6 Chi Minh

DT: 84-8- 3520 4477

Fax: 84-8 - 3823 5393

Email: CIS-HCMC.Inquiries@dhs.gov

Néu DHS/USCIS quyét dinh rang cac duong don khong hoi d diéu kién dé duoc cip Thu Van Chuyén,
dwong don c6 thé xin cap mot loai thi thue "dzic biét", con dugc biét 13 "visa SB1". Dé hoi du diéu kién lay
lai tinh trang cu trd, cc duong don can phai chiing minh cho vién chirc 1anh sy rang ho da roi Hoa Ky véi y
dinh s& quay tré vé sau thoi han dudi 1 ndm & nudc ngoai, va ho da khong thé quay tré vé Hoa Ky nhu du
dinh vi cac ly do nim ngoai tam kiém soét cua ho.

Dé nop don xin cp visa SB1, dwong don can tryc tiép dén Lanh sy quan tir 8 -10 gid cAc ngay Iam
viéc sau khi da chuan bi xong day du nhitng giay to sau day:

- Phi phong van khong hoan tra 400 d6 la My dugc nop tai LAnh sy quan. Phi nay khong phai la
phi cap thi thuc. Viéc thanh toan khoan phi nay khong dam bao cho viéc don xin 13y lai tinh
trang cu tra sé€ dugc chép thuan.

- Tét ca cac duong don phai dién mau don DS-117 (dinh kém). Mau don nay c6 thé duoc tai vé
trén website http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/forms/forms_1342.html

- Bang chang Vé tinh trang thuong trd nhan (vi du: Mau don I-151, thé xanh 1-551, s6 Reentry
Permit, ...)

- Bang chang ngay duong don roi Hoa Ky (vi du: vé may bay, ho chiéu c6 dong dau cuaa hai quan,
visa nhap canh Viét Nam...)

- Bang chtng chitng minh viéc duong don ¢ Viét Nam qué han 1a vi céc ly do ngoai tam kiém soat
cua duong don (vi du: do diéu kién sirc khoe; do 1am viéc cho mét cong ty cua Hoa Ky, do di
cling v6i vo hogc chong la cong dan Hoa Ky, ...)

Vién chirc 13nh su s& xem xét cac bang chung va danh gia liéu dwong don c6 hoi du diéu kién xin liy
lai tinh trang cu tra SBI. Néu duge chép thuan, duong don ciing can phai hoi du cac diéu kién vé
phap 1y va ho so gidy to dé duoc cap thi thuc di dan méi. Con néu khong dugc chip thuan, than
nhan cia duong don & Hoa Ky phai mé lai mot ho so bao lanh di dan méi véi USCIS & Hoa Ky dé
duong don co thé quay lai dinh cu & Hoa K3y.
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