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Good morning to the special invitees, other guests, and most 

importantly, the young men and women graduating today.  It is a 

pleasure to join you today to observe this important milestone.   

 

You are the first group to graduate from the U.S. Embassy-

sponsored Skills and Knowledge for Youth Employment, or SKYE, 

Work Readiness Training Program.  To ensure the best education 

possible, USAID worked with our local partners, including Youth 

Challenge Guyana, to provide you with training materials adapted to fit 

the specific employment needs in Guyana’s private sector.   

 

The SKYE program's core objective is to equip you with the ability 

to make use of your unique skills, your creativity, and your God-given 

potential by providing you with the tools, training and techniques that 
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can help you find good employment and ensure that you meet the 

challenges in the work place.  I suspect that the content and exercises 

during the six week course were challenging and, hopefully, they 

stretched your comfort levels and pushed you to new levels of 

accomplishment.  Now you have succeeded and it is our hope that you 

will be confident in applying all that you have learned.   

 

The Work Readiness Training has been focused on supporting 

your personal development, your ability to communicate well with 

others, improving work habits and conduct, providing guidance on 

health and safety issues in the workplace, and much more.  These 

foundational skills and knowledge will boost your chances of becoming 

productive workers and experiencing the satisfaction of pursuing a 

career, developing as a leader, and contributing in new ways to your 

community.  

 

By learning and practicing basic employability skills, knowledge, 

and behaviors, you will have an advantage that can help you become 
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successful employees and entrepreneurs.  You have completed this 

course with a better understanding of yourself – your strengths and your 

weaknesses as an individual (or as we call them in government service -- 

areas for improvement).  You now know how to put together an 

impressive resume and cover letter that attracts the attention of a 

prospective employer, thereby making you more competitive when 

seeking jobs.  You have refined your interviewing skills and the way you 

present yourself so that you can market yourself to prospective 

employees.   

 

Graduates, I am delighted that you have emerged from the work 

readiness training more polished, more prepared, and ready to conquer 

the workplace.  I am truly pleased to be here to recognize your 

determination in completing your training and seizing the opportunity 

provided by the SKYE program to expand your knowledge and boost 

your skills.   
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I hope you found the training informative and stimulating.  Now 

that you have gained new competencies and will be heading into jobs or 

starting your own businesses, you will have many opportunities to 

practice the skills you have gained.  I also note that this experience has 

likely given you more confidence in yourselves as leaders and role 

models for other youths in Guyana.  Employers will be looking for these 

skills when you approach them for jobs, and they will expect you to 

function effectively in the workplace.  If you are opening a company of 

your own, these skills can also be crucial to ensuring the success of your 

business.  

 

Congratulations on completing this significant step towards 

achieving your life goals!  Not only will the knowledge and skills you 

gained help you to achieve success, but the same determination you have 

shown in completing this training can help you move forward and face 

the many challenges that life will present.  Again, please accept my 

hearty congratulations to you all on reaching this milestone and best 

wishes for your future success.  


