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Honorable Clement Rohee, Minister of Home Affairs Ambassador

Robert Kopecky, European Union

Ambassador M. Soeknandan, Suriname

Mr. Khurshid Sattur, Commissioner General, Guyana Revenue
Authority

Major General (ret.) Michael Atherly, MSS (Former GDF Chief of
Staff), Chairman of the Joint Port Control Unit Project Board

Mr. Leroy Brummell, Commissioner of Police

Mr. James Singh, Head, Customs Anti Narcotic Unit

Mr. Seelall Persaud, Deputy Commissioner of Police, Head of Criminal
Investigations Division

Mr. Floyd McDonald, Coordinator, Task Force on Fuel Smuggling and
Contraband, Ministry of Home Affairs

Troels Vester, Regional Manager (CCP), UNODC

Mr. Armado de Andres, Regional Representative, UNODC

Ms. Karen Chapman, Deputy Head, Customs and Trade Administration,
Guyana Revenue Authority

Good Morning:



It is a pleasure to be here this morning and to speak on behalf of
Ambassador Hardt, who had another commitment and was unable to join
us.

The United States supports a wide array of counter narcotics
activities through our Embassy, and regionally from Washington, under
the Caribbean Basin Security Initiative.

The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of International Narcotics
and Law Enforcement’s mission is focused on lessening the impact of
the illegal drug trade and international crime through global
partnerships. This training is evidence of what these global
partnerships can accomplish and underscores their importance.

Guyana and Suriname are the first two Caribbean Countries to join
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Container
Control Program, showing the commitment that these two governments
have to meeting national and regional goals of combating illicit
trafficking of narcotics and improving port security throughout the

region.



The illicit trafficking of drugs through sea ports is a significant
threat to our economies and security. The global drug trade weakens
legal trade, distorts and destabilizes economies, and facilitates
corruption that erodes democratic governance. This is why the United
States, together with partners in the region, is so committed to
combatting the narcotics trade.

The U.S. Government is pleased to provide funding for this
important United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
initiative to increase port security and prevent lawful maritime cargo
containers from being used for unlawful activities, specifically; illicit
drug trafficking, chemical precursors, smuggling of goods, tax evasion,
and potential terrorist actions.

We recognize that we are all partners in this fight and congratulate
Guyana and Suriname for being the first ones in the region to begin to
develop a global network that builds the capacity for our respective law
enforcement bodies to combat transnational crime and drug trade

through this initiative.



The Caribbean has become increasingly vulnerable to the illicit
flow of narcotics as enforcement efforts in the Central and Latin
America have driven traffickers to find new methods and routes. Drug
trafficking and related violence poses a significant risk to the safety and
security of the people of the region. As evidenced by increased violence
in Central America and elsewhere in the region, problems posed by
illicit trafficking and related criminal activities cannot be viewed as a
detached, distant problems of others.

The United States stands committed to support our neighbors and
UN member states in preventing and eradicating the corrosive drug trade
through Caribbean ports and waters.

Six representatives of the Guyana Police Force, the Custom’s anti-
Narcotics Unit, and the Guyana Revenue Authority join with eight
members of Suriname’s security sector this week to learn skills to
determine and target potential threats to their country’s ports. This
training will make them key players in Guyana and Suriname’s efforts to
improve port security and to prevent lawful maritime cargo containers

from being used for unlawful activities. Guyana and Suriname’s
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Initiative to combating illicit drug trafficking and other trans-national
crimes will help the region as a whole, to continue to build the
Caribbean’s capability to disrupt the use of the international maritime
supply chain for illegal purposes.

The United States commends the United Nations and Suriname for
moving forward so quickly to bring this program to fruition. |
congratulate the Government of Guyana for its clear and strong
commitment to this vital and innovative program. | look forward to

following the future success of the Container Control Program.



