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Good morning G.L.O.W. girls! | am so happy to be here to meet

you in person. All of you girls were specially selected to participate in
this year’s Camp G.L.O.W. activities to focus on teamwork, building
self-esteem, working on goal-setting and decision-making, and to create
healthy relationships and lifestyles. We think it is important for you as
young women to take steps to embrace your potential as future leaders
and strong women. It also important for adults your lives — family
members, teachers, coaches, mentors, community leaders — to support
you, encourage you, and hopefully motivate and inspire you. | hope that

your week here together with our Peace Corps volunteers and peers has

been useful, interesting, and fun.

A couple of months ago, our Embassy shared with the press the
remarkable work of three of the G.L.O.W. girls from last year’s camp.

Three young women, much like yourselves, proved not only that young



people can make a difference in their communities but that young
women can be leaders and change the world around them if given the
opportunity and skills. They were challenged to use the skills they had
learned at camp to make a difference in their communities. Among the
issues they tackled with their newfound sense of empowerment were:
raising awareness of suicide and how to prevent it, organizing a clothing
drive, and encouraging others to be active and stay healthy.

| was so inspired by these three girls and their accomplishments
that we were very eager for the chance to meet with you today and
encourage you to continue the tradition of good work that this camp has
fostered. We hope to hear about your ideas for your projects and
leadership activities in the year ahead as you return to your own
communities.

Empowering girls and women is important to the United States and
to our Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton. Who knows about Secretary
of State Clinton? She is very passionate about ensuring that young
women such as yourselves are able to make the most of your talents.

Our Embassy is dedicated to supporting the development and



empowerment of women and young girls in Guyana. We have donated
books to a local women’s organization in Guyana, some highlighting the
achievements and contributions of great women, others telling incredible
stories about women and girls who have overcome challenges and
difficult situations. We have supported other events to promote
awareness of domestic violence, especially violence against women and

children.

We also believe that the education of women and girls is a
significant investment for any country — especially in higher education,
vocational training, and exposure to other cultures and ways of life.
That is one of the reasons why our Embassy tries to provide information
and support to students who might be interested in studying abroad in
the United States to pursue a university degree. We brought with us
some brochures to help you navigate the process of applying for U.S.

university study and a student visa when the time comes.



The Embassy has also sent women from Guyana to the United
States for special exchange programs so that they can network with other
women and develop their professional skills. In fact, there is one
program that you — as bright, young, female leaders — should keep an
eye out for. It is called our Youth Ambassadors Program. Through this,
the U.S. Embassy will send 13 young people from Guyana to the United
States on a three-week exchange program for leadership training and
skills-building. Participants stay with a host family and visit several
cities in the United States; they get to see what a U.S. high school is like
and how youth organizations work. It is an excellent opportunity for
development and | encourage all of you to apply for next year. We have
some handouts with further information here with us today, but please

check out or website, georgetown.usembassy.gov for updates and

application information for next year.

Thank you again for taking time to meet with Mrs. Hardt and me
today and allowing us to be part of this year's Camp G.L.O.W. | hope

you enjoy the remainder of the activities at camp, which | understand



include exploring possible career paths, celebrating diversity, and even a
talent show! | expect that the people you meet and the experiences of
this week will stay with you for the rest of your lives. The world needs
more female leaders who can make a difference in the world, who can
acts individually and with others to bring about positive change, and
who can be role models for other young women. | encourage you all to
make the most of it and carry all that you have learned here at Camp
G.L.O.W. back to your own communities where you can make a real

difference and lead our world.
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