
The Arts Envoy program Music of America:  Filligar is a part of Embassy Georgetown’s 
continuing cultural engagement which has also brought jazz musicians, dance groups, 

a classical pianist, and a flautist to Guyana over the past few years.   



Filligar has been described as one of the best young bands in America.  Filligar’s latest record, Hexagon, 
was named “Best new Music” by American Songwriter Magazine, while their previous release, The Nerve, 
was nominated “Best Rock Album” at the 2012 Independent Music Awards.  They have shared the stage 

with acclaimed American artists such as the Counting Crows, The Black Keys, and My Morning Jacket. 
  



Filligar has been selected by the U.S. Department of State as cultural ambassadors, 
representing the American people and their cultural values.  They have represented the 
United States in Azerbaijan and Kuwait – and now Guyana.  During their February 10-21 

visit to Guyana, Filligar engaged in a range of musical exchanges and activities. 



Feb 13 2014:  Courtesy Call with the Front Office 

Filligar had a courtesy call with 
U.S. Ambassador to Guyana D. 

Brent Hardt and Deputy Chief of 
Mission Bryan Hunt.  The group 

had a chance to discuss the 
program and Filligar’s background.   



Feb 13 2014:  Courtesy Call with the Ministry of Culture, Youth, and Sport 

Later that day, Filligar 
met with Minister of 

Culture, Youth, and Sport 
Dr. Frank Anthony.  
Minister Anthony 

provided an overview of 
Guyana’s culture and the 
different programs and 

activities to promote 
music education and 

enjoyment in Guyana.   

In the spirit of cultural 
exchange, Minister 

Anthony gifted the band 
with a cd of Guyanese 

holiday music and Filligar 
gave the Minister a copy 
of their most recent CD. 



Feb 13 2014:  Press Conference 

The Embassy hosted a Press Conference to introduce 
Music of America:  Filligar to the general public in 

Guyana.  Ambassador Hardt opened the press 
conference and the members of Filligar had a chance 

to answer questions about their visit to Guyana.   

Stabroek News, Guyana Times, 
and the Guyana Chronicle were 
among the media outlets that 

covered the launch. 



Feb 13 2014:  Press Conference 

During their Guyana Tour, Filligar 
emphasized discipline not only in 

studying music or the arts, but also the 
importance of having a solid education.   



Feb 13 2014:  Tour of Georgetown 

On their first program day, 
Filligar had a chance to take part 
in a tour led by the CLO around 
Georgetown.  During their time 

in Guyana, Filligar had some very 
unique opportunities to 

experience Guyanese heritage, 
culture, history, and wildlife.   



In the Fall of 2013, the U.S. Embassy was 
invited to be a part of Guyana’s first Rupununi 
Music and Arts Festival.  The Festival, held in 

the remote village of Annai, was an event 
celebrating Amerindian and Guyanese culture; 
an opportunity to showcase the diversity and 
rich cultural traditions of Guyana; a feast of 

music from around the world; and a platform 
for commercial possibilities.  The organizers 

intended to use this event to build the 
capacity of local communities and attract 

audiences from within Guyana, specifically 
eco-tourists and music lovers.   

 
 

For the U.S. Embassy – the Festival provided 
an opportunity to share American culture and 

music.  Filligar was able to interact with 
community residence, young Guyanese, music 

students, and international musicians.  The 
Festival also allowed American cultural 
ambassadors and Embassy staff to do 

outreach with Indigenous communities – 
which is a priority target audience that is not 

easily or frequently reached. 



Feb 14 2014:  Travel to the Rupununi 

Filligar traveled to the Rupununi via 
local, domestic flight from Ogle 

airport – a 1.5 hour flight.  The view 
from the small plane was mostly 

Guyana’s lush, green jungle. 



Feb 14 2014:  Annai Airstrip 

Air travel by small plane is one of the faster 
and easier ways to travel around Guyana.   



Feb 14-17 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 

The camp site in the Rupununi, near Rock View Lodge.  
These savannah grasslands are nestled between the 

Amerindian villages of Annai and Rupertee, where the 
Pakaraima foothills meet the tropical rainforest.  Embassy 

staff helps unpack the equipment and camping gear 
needed to support the program. 



Feb 14-17 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 

Filligar and Embassy staff had quite the adventure in 
the Rupununi. Due to the remoteness of this area 

and our readiness for just about anything, Embassy 
staff provided great survival support and cooked 

some of our meals over the campfire. 



Feb 14-17 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 

Integrated into the philosophy 
of making this an annual 
event, the organizers intended 
to build the capacity of local 
communities.  Locally-hired 
Amerindians constructed 
benabs, toilets, and showers 
for Festival guests – this was 
truly a concert in Nature! 

Several of the volunteers were also able to 
participate in a skills-building, leadership training 
program.  The Festival also promoted eco-tourism 
and sustainable environmental practices. 



Feb 14-17 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 

Social inclusion is a priority for U.S. 
engagement in the Western Hemisphere 
region.  The U.S. Embassy in Guyana always 
looks to integrate indigenous engagement 
into our policies and programs.   



Feb 14-17 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 

Music of America:  Filligar was a program intended to reach marginalized audiences, specifically the 
Amerindians of Guyana.  Indigenous communities benefit from activities that increase access to economic 
empowerment, assist in workforce development, and provide educational and professional development 
opportunities.  A strong sense of identify is also crucial – since many Amerindian communities in Guyana 
are struggling to preserve their cultural heritage and languages. 



Feb 14-17 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 

Filligar was able to connect 
with Amerindians and youths 
through technical workshops 
and friendly interactions to 

demonstrate that music can be 

a positive outlet for 
expression, energy, 

and creativity.   



Feb 14 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 
Filligar also highlighted the importance of music 

as a part of cultural identify and heritage.  



Feb 14-17 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 

Filligar performed every 
evening of the Festival 

on the main stage.  This 
was a chance to share 
American rock music 

with hundreds of  
delighted spectators.   

Many of the guests and other performing artists mingled 
with them before and after their concerts to learn more 

about the band and play on some of the instruments.   



Feb 14-17 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 

The Festival was a very relaxing environment, but each day was packed with workshops, performances, and activities. 



Feb 14-17 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 

In addition to sharing their 
own American culture and 
music, Filligar also 
experienced a variety of 
cultures exhibited as part of 
the festival, including 
Amerindian dance, music 
from Africa and Ukraine, 
Guyanese culture, Brazilian 
capoeira movement and 
music, Indian culture, and 
others. 



Feb 14-17 2014:  Rupununi Music and Arts Festival 

There was no shortage of opportunities for multicultural, 
artistic collaborations.  Filligar blended their sounds and 
rythms with a variety of artists during the Festival.  They 
were exceptional cultural Ambassadors, receiving praise 
from the Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
for their contributions and engagement. 



This was the Festival’s first year and despite some bumps in the road – 
a number of remarkable things were accomplished: 

 
• Over 1,500 people attended the event – and Amerindians 

from the area were allowed free entry. 
• Over 20 performance groups were involved and more than 

107 peformers participated. 
• Over 72 paid local people were engaged to help build the 

infrastructure for the Festival (stalls, benabs, facilities). 
• Over 12 stalls featured local arts, crafts, and foods for sale 

throughout the Festival. 
• The culture and heritage of 5 local Amerindian groups was 

featured as part of the Festival. 
• Festival attendees spent money in the local economy; used 

accommodations, domestic airlines, and buses; and helped 
promote the Rupununi as an eco-tourism destination to a 
wider local and international market. 



Feb 14 2014:  11-hour Drive back to Georgetown 

The road to and from the Rupununi can 
prove to be a challenging venture.   

Transporting the program participants and 
supplies was a whole-of-Embassy effort. 



Feb 18 2014:  Queens College 

Music of America reached about 300 
students at Filligar’s performace at 
Queen’s College – a leading secondary 
school that has a growing music 
program.  In their presentation,  

the band emphasized 
creativity, confidence, and 
performance.   



Feb 18 2014:  Queens College 

Filligar’s inspirational messages were well-received 
by students – who really viewed the members of 
the band as positive role models.  Many of these 
students will be the future leaders of Guyana. 



Feb 18 2014:  Queens College 

Filligar’s presentation 
at Queen’s College 
was incredibly 
interactive and 
although the visit 
started somewhat 
quietly, it ended with 
great enthusiasm 
from the students 
and on a high note. 



Feb 18 2014:  Cultural Center 

To officially close the Rupununi Music 
and Arts Festival, the organizers held a 
special performance at the Cultural 
Center – Guyana’s premiere space for 
the performing arts.  Filligar 
performed a song with legendary 
Guyanese flautist Keith Waithe.  

The U.S. Embassy also 
had the opportunity to 

disseminate IIP booklets 
on American Pop Culture 

and American Music. 



Feb 18 2014:  Cultural Center 

After the show, there was good dialogue from rock 
band to rock band.  Filligar exchanged cd’s with 
Guyanese rock band “Keep Your Day Job.” 

The most incredible 
part of the Cultural 
Center performance 
was some of the 
crowd it attracted.  
Several Guyanese 
“rockers” had found 
out about Filligar 
and wanted to see 
them perform. 

This was a target audience the 
Embassy has never been able to reach 

before in its cultural programming. 



Feb 19 2014:  National Music School 

The National Music School of Guyana, a 
relatively new institution, hosted Filligar 

for a day of workshops with music 
students.  Approximately 50 students 

took part in this subject matter exchange. 



Feb 19 2014:  National Music School 

Students were shy at first, but soon Filligar 
had almost the entire room jamming with 
them.  They focused specifically on each 
instrument (drums, keyboard, bass guitar, 
and guitar) as well as on vocals.  Students 
were very impressed with Filligar’s 
professionalism and experience with music.   

Filligar gave them an excellent model 
to strive for and provided an example 

to aspiring musicians of what hard 
work and dedication could lead to. 



Feb 19 2014:  National Music School 

Many of the rock band members returned for 
the National School of Music workshops.  
Several students from the Queens College 

presentation also returned for more. 



Feb 19 2014:  Youth Concert at the Ambassador’s Residence 

Ambassador Hardt hosted a 
special reception for youths 

of Guyana with a lively 
performance by Filligar.  A 
number of Embassy youth 
contacts were invited to 
attend, including:  Youth 

Ambassadors, young 
entrepreneurs, USAID SKYE 

program participants, 
Virtually There exchange 

participants, Guyana Shines 
volunteers, teenages from 

the orphanages that Embassy 
staff frequents, and others. 



Feb 19 2014:  Youth Concert at the Ambassador’s Residence 

In addition to speaking about the 
Embassy’s vast array of youth 
programs, the Ambassador stressed 
that youths of Guyana “will be the 
people who will shape our shared 
future with your passion and energy 
and ideas.”  He also encouraged all the 
youths present to join the Embassy’s 

Youth Action Network (YAN), which provides opportunities for 
young people to connect, receive training, enhance leadership 
skills, and participate in community service. 



Feb 20 2014:  Kuru Kuru Training Center 

Filligar delivered an educational and cultural 
presentation to over 300 students at Kuru Kuru Training 
Center, which is a boarding school with students from 
every region of Guyana.  These students, many who were 
identified by the Ministry of Culture, Youth, and Sport as 
“high risk” or vulnerable,” are taking part in vocational 
training courses to help reduce the drop out rate and 
provide them with employment opportunities.  An 

important part of the Music of America:  
Filligar program is to target marginalized 
communities, including at-risk youth.   



Feb 20 2014:  Kuru Kuru Training Center 

Kuru Kuru students listened attentively and 
then joined the show.  Students sang 
together with Filligar and also played on the 
steel pan drums, which the school received 
a month prior.  

Filligar stressed the importance 
of a good education and gaining 
expertise in your craft, whether 
it is a specialized skill (masonry, 
electrical, etc.) or music. 



Feb 20 2014:  Kuru Kuru Training Center 

The members of Filligar 
served as positive role 
models for these teens 
and gave them a unique, 
musical experience.  
Teens can easily identify 
with the members of 
Filligar, due to similar age 
ranges and music tastes.  
Filligar’s words and music 
had a remarkable impact 
on Kuru Kuru students. 



Feb 20 2014:  Kuru Kuru Training Center 

Filligar poses with a group of Kuru Kuru students and staff.  This was the first time the Public Affairs 
Section interacted with the Training Center.  However, both USAID and Peace Corps have worked 

with the students and staff at Kuru Kuru on different leadership and skills building programs. 



Feb 20 2014:  Ptolemy Reid Rehabilitation Center 

Filligar’s last stop was a presentation 
at Ptolemy Reid Rehab Center, where 
children with disabilities are 
provided with a dormitory, day care 
services, audiology, special 
education, vocational training, 
occupational speech, and 
physiotherapy, as well as orthotic 
and prosthetic appliances.   

The children had an 
incredible time with Filligar 
and dancing to their music. 



Feb 20 2014:  Ptolemy Reid Rehabilitation Center 

Since the Music of America:  
Filligar program was tailored 
to reach marginalized 
communities, the Embassy 
believed it was very 
important to include 
disabled citizens as well.  
Filligar delivered a positive 
message during their 
performance – that disabled 
people can do anything they 
put their minds to.  
Whenever possible, the 
Embassy seeks to advocate 
for disability rights and 
include disabled persons as 
part of our programs and 
outreach.  This is an 
important and active 
population in Guyana that 
forms an important part of 
society. 



THE 

END 


