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Security Message for U.S. Citizens:   
Caution traveling to Semuc Champey/Lanquin Alta Verapaz National Park 

December 30, 2015 
 
 

The U.S. Embassy has learned that Guatemalan police officers and security personnel 
once again do not have access to the Semuc Champey/Lanquin Alta Verapaz National 
Park.  This stems from an ongoing local dispute over park management. 
 
Due to the lack of local security personnel, the U.S. Embassy has restricted personal 
travel to the area for its own employees and advises U.S. citizens that visiting the 
Semuc Champey/Lanquin Alta Verapaz National Park at this time may carry a higher 
than usual security risk. If you do choose to travel in the area, please visit the U.S. 
Embassy website for updates and monitor local media coverage for ongoing 
developments. 
 
For further information: 
 

See the State Department's travel website for the Worldwide Caution, Travel Warnings, 
Travel Alerts, and Country Specific Information.  

Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) to receive security messages 
and make it easier to locate you in an emergency.   

Contact the U.S. Embassy in Guatemala, located at Avenida Reforma 7-01, Zona 10, 
Guatemala Ciudad, Guatemala, at +502-2326-4000, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Friday. After-hours emergency 
number for U.S. citizens is +502-2331-2354. 

Call 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada or 1-202-501-4444 from 
other countries from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Monday through 
Friday (except U.S. federal holidays). 

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.  
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