Moderator: (2011-3-15 13:42) A R P 5 A" 25 56 [ B 2 e 2 i S F i 2 A A8k i 2 TS L R,
IERHE . " R ) 5 S U DGR ) . We will answer questions related to this given topic only -
"Going to Study in the US? Need your US Student Visa? Apply Early - Apply Right".

Moderator: (13:42) 155 5 H e SCHE 1a), FoAT TR DL geil [ 25 45 (1) 0] . Please submit your questions in
English if possible. All questions will be answered in English.

Moderator: (13:43) 15 FLEARAT W, AT S IEFA AR YER ) @AE 22 H T4 7:00 £ [R1%

Please submit your questions. We will answer questions that most people concern on Mar 22 at 7:00pm.

chenggonhxuanze: (2011-3-22 18:56) FkE#SHFHK 2

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (18:56) Yes. You will need a visa to travel to Guam for any purpose. If you live in
Guangzhou please schedule an appointment at the US Consulate in Guangzhou.

Janet 2: (19:04) B4 IZUEE IELF, 7RIS ds-160 RAGHT, KEREALSE H HIX—I0i47 LL N =/ NMIg I
Business/Conference Visitor (B1); Tourist/Personal Travel Visitor (B2); Business/Personal Travel
Visitor(B1/B2); i# X =M A X B2 NAZEAILEFENE? (N _N)O

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:04) When you fill out the DS-160 as a student you will want to select the
F1 student visa category. Do not select the B1/B2 tourist category.

shalin : (19:05) Hi, just a quick question, what happened to the official website for the visa application
form, and | could not even open it! Thanks

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (19:05) Hi, the form DS-160 Application for a US Visa, can be found at this
website http://travel.state.gov/visa/forms/forms_1342.html.

huang: (19:06) &A1 F1 254E, Z[n[E SR, (HRRAREARIERKILARICS, ATASAEE 2

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:06) Returning students can always apply from China for visas to return to
the United States. However, any legal matters pending in the United States should be resolved in the
United States. And you should be prepared in your visa interview to discuss these matters with the visa
officer.

J-GZ: (19:08) 15 In) AR AE BN, AR A5 A2 AL 5 A A0 7034 i i

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:08) If you live in Wuhan, you can apply for a visa in Beijing or in any of the
consulates that have a shorter interview wait time than Beijing. So, currently you can also apply in
Guangzhou.

babycandy: (19:08) Hi, Allen,, | got a quick quesiton. After | get a B2 visiting visa do | have to enter the
USA within 3 monthes?



Visa Officer Tom Weber: (19:08) Most B2 visas issued in China have a validity of 12 months. This means
that you can apply for entry to the US with your visa at any time, up to 12 months after the date it was
issued

hihi: (19:10) hey, i'd like to know more about US culture, is there any US culture relative event organized
at Guangzhou? how cani join? do i need to registe as a member on website before joining any open
event?

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (19:10) Hi, thank you for your interest. Please check our website for a schedule
about our upcoming events. http://guangzhou.usembassy-china.org.cn/index.html

MR (19:12) RGN JE 1 2 RAT AR 45 45 07 XA WA N AN SE I, AR AT LEARATT AN TE 15 10
Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:12) You can email us at guangzhoutips@state.gov

joe: (19:13) my friend has applied the visa online by filling in the Ds160 form and she has got a
confirmation page, Is there a tracking system to find when the interview will come to her?

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (19:13) Your next steps will be to go to CITIC bank and pay the fee for
scheduling the interview. After that you will get a calling card from CITIC bank, which you will use to call
our interview hotline and schedule an interview. The number is 4008-872-333. Normal phone charges

may apply.
VIVI: (19:14) A 6 SRR MR IR AT AL Tk S22 AN R 2 I UE? B

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:14) Unfortunately, | cannot comment on pending visa applications. Please
refer to the information that the consular officer provided you during your interview.

sarahzhang: (19:17) hello™~~I'm currenty registered a business visa appointment in Guang Zhou. We
registered as a group of 3 people, but 1 of my colleagues is the resident of YuNan province. however,
our company are located in Guang Xi. I'm kinda comfused by this case, are we still possible to go to the
US embassy located in Guang Zhou for the visa appointment??.....thanks so much for youyr help.

JIRER: (19:17) B AR R R A — e ATl AN ?

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:17) Please provide to the consulate the documents or information that is
requested on the blue sheet. If you have done so, or if the sheet does not request any additional
documents, then we will typically know whether we can issue you a visa 3 weeks after your interview.

A 2: (19:18) Ff 7 REAEINDL,  HBALKIY MITAE, Al BLE T MR TR AR5 R

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:18) Yes, you can apply in the Guangzhou consulate because currently the
wait time for an appointment is shorter in Guangzhou than it is in Beijing.

RN (19:20) 15 1) S I K45 2 A



Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:20) If an applicant is approved, student visas are typically issued within 1-
3 weeks after a visa interview.

Dennis wang: (19:21) UR4f, FHAE, AR E L L4 7, WER ISR ARDREG 325, e mr 220k
—MHREUE FRIE R

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:21) Parents who go to visit students in the United States should apply for
a B1/B2 tourist visa. They are encouraged to bring a copy of their child's student visa with them to the
interview.

AR (19:24) FR%F, FAUTIREEAE, i 24T 2 AL

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:24) Currently, for an appointment in Guangzhou, applicants are getting
appointments 11 days after they call to schedule an appointment. However, we anticipate these wait
times to increase dramatically in the next month or two. So | encourage you to make your appointment
soon.

jing : (19:25) TR IR S BE AT, o o IF 2 AREIE]. .
Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:25) What type of visa did you apply for? Why were you asked to wait?

helen: (19:25) I'm a U.S. citizen. My mom needs to apply for non-immigration visa to visit us in the U.S.
I'm not clear if | still need to provide her with I-134 form and my bank statement. Could someone
answer my question here?

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (19:25) The I-134 Affadavit of Support is not needed when applying for
standard visitor visas such as the B-1/B-2 visa. Proof of your funds is not necessary. Generally, the visitor
must qualify for a visa on their own, without regard to the financial status of friends or family they want
to visit.

Marvin: (19:34) 1 0] @ R ILAEFT G TRZy, A TG, FrT 54 4 H 25 Har s 35850E

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:34) Every case is different, but if you need your visa by April 25, then |
recommend applying at your earliest convenience.

BAEGE: (19:36) Bk, BAFH N, REECELOL, WOFE S LR, (HERkakHC
AL T2 T, DAL RGOS LA BUE R, Wridn] DLERE D /M R UEt e g 25 M)
TAET, IR ?

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:36) You do not need a temporary residency in Hai Kou to apply in
Guangzhou. You may apply in Guangzhou as long as our visa interview wait time is shorter than it is in
Beijing. Currently, the wait time in Guangzhou is 11 days. The wait time in Beijing is 40+ days.

Bella: (19:41) Good evening, I'd like to ask if I'm an applicant for an F1 Visa to study in US, what forms
should I have to fill and what materials should | bring before going to the consulate visa office?



Visa Officer Tom Weber: (19:41) Hi Bella! Before you schedule your interview you must have the
following forms and items: A valid passport, one passport sized photograph, the orginal CITIC bank
receipt for the Application fee, the completed form DS-160 Application for a US Visa, and the completed
SEVIS form with proof of payment. At the time of your interview, you should bring any documents that
can reasonably prove your ties to China, your form [-20 (SEVIS form), proof of finances enabling to pay
for the first two semesters of study in the US, and a research or study plan depending upon your level of
education. Also, if you are a returning student you should bring a copy of your most recent transcript.
Good luck!

andy991006: (19:47) #&4f! 2000 4F 11 H, FRUMAFHELPE TREBR. 2009 48 H, &Ll 5
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Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:47) Exchange visitors on a J1 visa who are subject to the two-year
residency requirement are not able to receive an immigrant visa to the United States until they have
returned to their home country of residence for at least two years. Please check your documentation to
determine whether you are subject to the two-year residency requirement. You can find this
information either on the form that was signed by the consular officer during your interview or on your
J1 US visa.

jerry: (19:47) | am an admitted MBA student, 28 years old, single, having 5 years of professional
experiences. | think there are lot of people just like me, working 4-5 years, haven’t settled down, found
new directions, want to change career trajectory, and post-MBA career perspective in US seems brighter
than in China (for certain sectors, the US is leading the world, precisely the reason to choose grad school
in US), so it seems difficult to show the Visa Officer the proof of ties to China. Any tips for MBA student?
What’s your take on the situation | just described? Thank you!

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (19:47) Thank you for your interest in American MBA programs. Generally, a
student at any level must only prove two things: that they have the intent to enter the US as students
and remain as such during their stay, and also that they have adequate funds to pay for their education
(at least the first two semesters or 9 months). | think bringing a focused study plan and being able to
discuss the school and the programs you are interested in can greatly help a prospective student obtain
their visa.

Phoebe: (19:49) &4, &N Phoebe, FRIMFHEAZINZE 2010 429 H 21, L4F 8 A it E
Wiz mEs, 4547 H 14 2115 SR EEESINES, WRRPERESS RS T
HEH R, A AT REAT e ?

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:49) You will need to enter the US with a valid passport. If your visa has
not expired, you can use the visa to enter the US. So in such a circumstance you will present two
passports to the border agent (your old passport with your US visa and your new valid passport). You



can never enter the US without a passport that has 6 months validity beyond your intended duration of
stay.

jerry: (19:51) Hi there, | can see the current typical wait time for F-1 in Guangzhou is 2 days, which is
great, based on past experience do you see this figure increase in the following four months? To what
extent? Ballpark figure is OK. Thank you!

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (19:51) Hi Jerry. Although | cannot give you a ballpark figure, all of us here
expect the demand for student visas to increase significantly in the upcoming months. The 2 day waiting
period will soon be gone, my friend. We here at the consulate are greatly encouraging all F-1
prospective students to apply for their visas 3 months in advance of the start of their programs. The next
4 months will see a dramatic increase in the number of Chinese students applying to study in the US.
Thank you very much and good luck!

Sz (19:53) HETHIE F F22E280E, BT 2ES DS-156 Kk, FEArfi (v, $#8H8urmEg?
Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:53) No. You only need to complete the DS-160.

FeHic (19:54) FATBLFABER], JEHONIF B BRI M BT L, AT U IR HBCH,
IGAEST BT H SR IK) DS-156 HLF28HIE IS R T . 7

T5i: (19:55) T V& LN 2010 4F 5 H 5 H 13:30 4%, {HiE, TAHIGTH401Fk: 5 H 5
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Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:55) There is no need to confirm your appointment.

9 (19:58) IR4f, SRR . WL THERAE 9 ALLME Y, THan RMERILMREH, R
A QRIS E R . Honl LUpBEARIFAEUENS 2 J35h, B AUy Z 3Rt th 4B Uk, JoJRAR Ak
RJE R R A UESE A1 ?

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (19:58) Yes. You should apply for a B1/B2 visa. Your son should apply for an
F1 visa. He will need an I-20 form from the school that he intends to study at.

Mk ML: (20:00) AT LE, o o o FREEANUFFRIX R
Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:00) guangzhoutips@state.gov

FAEAR: (20:02) B0t AT 2R A MU SR E, HEARTERITE A, AR R 208
FIMRBL, TCRARE N L, BAR?

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:02) Please complete the form to the best of your knowledge and explain
your situation during your interview to the consular officer.

tangpurun: (20:03) FRATE 2 S ATTSHIHARAE, T ) R AAbhk 2 i



Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:03) 5th FloorTian Yu Garden (Il phase), 136-142 Lin He Zhong Road, Tian
He District, Guangzhou

vivian : (20:04) B4 FEE B S S?

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:04) Please contact the American Chamber of Commerce in South China.
We have no official relationship with them. http://www.amcham-
guangdong.org/amcham/static/membership/benefits.jsp

Hellen: (20:05) #8452 M2 WNHERFFUHIR — EHIT A I D-160 KAS AT ?
Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:05) Please keep trying. Thank you for your patience.

XIJIEYL: (20:05) Hi, | am a F1 student. Air Canada forgot to take my 1-94 Departure Record when | left
U.S. on May 22, 2010. Now | am in China, the 1-94 is still on my passort. Is there any problem when |
reenter to U.S.?

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (20:05) Please see the following website for information regarding the 1-94
Arrival/Departure Record www.uscis.gov

jessica: (20:07) i ) A AEAL 7 BN AT AHITE 26 M TR AL 2

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:07) Yes. They can apply in Guangzhou as long as the appointment wait
time in Guangzhou is shorter than the wait time in their consular district. Look here to view
appointment wait times:
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/wait/wait_4788.htmI?post=Guangzhou&x=74&y=15

suhan: (20:08) how could | postpone my interview?

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (20:08) Please call Visa Information Call Center at 4008-872-333 to reschedule
your interview. Normal phone charges may apply.

wei ping zeng: (20:08) i i) KF & [E 2 [l [B 5 2 F s 75 B AT A Ub AW 207 ks ] DA (R v [ 1

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:08) Because you do not hold a US passport, your travel between China
and Hong Kong is based on the rules China has established for Chinese passport holders.

sunny: (20:09) FIRA B TR H], J& B 8 £, FRRWAIRWTEE T, M INOTSEIEIX IS 8 siJf
B4, MR, 2.

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:09) Yes. We are open at 8:00. Do not worry if you are a little late. We hold
appointments in the morning until approximately 11:00.

WHISE: (20:18) FA LR FLARUE, A72001E 2010 41 5 /] 26 H % 2015 45 J] 24 H, JFH
Wikt 8 7 28 H, AL 6 30 HEEASEE S ?


http://www.uscis.gov/�

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:18) Student visas are not issued more than 120 days before a student
begins studying. And a student cannot enter the United States more than 30 days before beginning to
study. In Guangzhou, we issue 1 year validity student visas.

kawal: (20:18) My F1 visa expired in May but | returned China in June, will that be considered as
"unlawfully present, overstayed the amount of time granted by an immigration official "? Thank you so
much!

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (20:18) It sounds like you are fine. The expiration date on your visa has nothing
to do with how long you are allowed to stay inside the US. It only deals with how long you have to apply
for entry to the US. When you were admitted into the US on your visa, your were admitted for the
"duration of status." This is often written in a short form as D/S. As long as you remained within the
rules of your visa class while you were in the US, it is unlikely you gained any "unlawful presence"

moomin: (20:22) ik, i Il B RHAERTHA 11, AECFE T —Beibial T, REAES MIMAIEND, FH3Ef]
274

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:22) Anyone can apply in Guangzhou if the wait time for an appointment is
longer in their consular district. Look here for appointment wait times:
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/wait/wait_4788.htm|?post=Guangzhou&x=74&y=15

LIUJUNQUAN: (20:24) 175 1) 76 0 5= K8 27 (1) v 1] B 2 A i e] s 2558 [ UE AR UE 2 nr LA 2 it
Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:24) Yes. You can apply for a tourist visa either in Canada or in China.

WIW]: (20:25) FR4F, (EX4E 8 JTHITE TSR EPRAEE, Hlt PRSI, By L, JARTN
N, WERANSE, R LS IR IE A S

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:25) No. Just explain your situation to the consular officer when you apply
for a visa in the future.

Wei: (20:26) /A ! FACEHE 6 ] 7 HAER [, A4 T 11 HPLEEERIEE, ER14 KAk
AHEBATFE=RI I — ek, 2R JLRA A] LIS e ?

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:26) Please submit your question here: http://guangzhou.usembassy-
china.org.cn/niv-inquiry-form.html

check: (20:27) At ) N A 9 50 C1/D ZUEMIII I, SEUETr 4y T — IR (0 3 T BLILIE— 2D Ab TR
RACHISCA, BN HERIKER, C4 6 K TRBAN BB EAERF I LKA L R e, 35K
WL AA AT ENEM, W

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:27) Please wait another 2-3 weeks. If you still have not heard from us,
please submit your question here: http://guangzhou.usembassy-china.org.cn/niv-inquiry-form.html

/NEL: (20:28) BB — IRTE S, AE 25 Ay A Y



Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:28) You are always welcome to apply for a visa again. But you will be
more successful if you can explain to the visa officer how your circumstances have changed since your
last visa interview.

teacherhe: (20:29) i [n) #5 BESRAFAEE,  FMld & 2K WIPR N 2135 [H] 2

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:29) You can enter anytime the visa is valid. Generally, our visas are valid
for one year. Students, however, must wait until 30 days before they begin studying to enter the United
States.

' (20:30) 10 SIMPEIE, o T BAT ALK, FALK B AR T AIE. TR
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Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:30) Please submit your question here: http://guangzhou.usembassy-
china.org.cn/niv-inquiry-form.html

chen haiquan : (20:31) hi, consular, my name is Haiquan Chen. my passport will expire on Nov.28 2011,
Can | use it to apply for the F1 visa this December? (my study in USA is 18 months.)

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (20:31) Hi Haiquan, it seems you will need a new passport. If your passport will
expire in less than 6 months from your planned arrival in the United States, please get a new passport
before you interview

lin: (20:31) % W) BLAETRZ) )M, de DR T LLTRE BIAT A I 2 1A 25545 I 18] (1 194 T 2

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:31) Our current wait time is 11 days from when you call to schedule an
appointment. You can view wait times here:
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/wait/wait 4788.htm|?post=Guangzhou&x=74&y=15

zhjp: (20:33) F4-4F Allen, FRMH F1 Z50F OV approved, (HECL - NEZEW T, ®&REES, &
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Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:33) Please submit your question here: http://guangzhou.usembassy-

china.org.cn/niv-inquiry-form.html

Kai Wang: (20:33) My parents live in Wuhan. They want to visit me in Jan 2011. Can they apply for B2
visa in US Consulate in Guangzhou?

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (20:33) If Guangzhou has a shorter wait time for interviews than in Wuhan,
than your parents can apply for their visas in Guangzhou. Please call the Visa Information hotline at
4008-872-333 to check on wait times and the availability of interviews. Good luck!
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SINOZHOU: (20:34) fE25 0k, PR HIESSUE, SRR A& e ?

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:34) You can reapply at any time, But you are encourage to wait until your
circumstances have changed.

tian xiaoyun: (20:35) %47 ! 1 W YR BOHIEA 2 4, HEGHESEEET 3 45, 7F DS-160 £
T 5 S B TR NS DA 2

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:35) You can enter on your current passport. You can apply for a new
passport while you are in the United States at the Chinese Embassy. On the form, you can indicate your
actual plans. The visa will only be valid for 1 year anyway.

SINOZHOU: (20:36) BA§ R4 UEFY, DS-160 FFTIAS K2 HLth, iR KB BA NEF IR A%
AEH, XS E A ?

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:36) Please fill in all of the information requested, including the home
phone number--even if you do not think someone will be there to answer the phone.

SINOZHOU: (20:37) AR, BIERZ M B widte, AREAESEEAT L, iy HASAE N F1
ZE

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:37) | understand your concern.
SINOZHOU: (20:38) 2 1E B0 T M AL B AN i 27 A, B8k & A2 — AR

Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:38) The score on the language test is only pertinent to the school in
deciding whether to accept a student. Officers are not concerned with language test scores.

4

SINOZHOU: (20:38) j Bt 25 55 B, FIURIET DS-160 K, Ut 74T 7ML, AT R TR
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Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:38) When you come to the interview, please clarify the problems in the
DS-160 with the officer.

1% (20:39) My first question is: My dad been over to the US few years before, and he got green card
already. However, he decided to go back to China for retirement, Is been 5 years after he back to China.
Now he is trying to come over with my mom to visit me. (My mom has never been). And | am a US
citizen. Does my dad need to go through a different process of applying the visa?

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (20:39) No, but your father should either be prepared to abandon his green
card status before he applies for a visa. The form is I-407 and can be found at www.uscis.gov

Visa Officer Tom Weber: (20:40) or your father can apply to renew his green card status at a US port-of-
entry. More details about this process can be found here: www.uscis.gov.


http://www.uscis.gov/�
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Visa Officer Tara Harrison: (20:40) Thank you all for participating in this webchat. We have enjoyed the
opportunity to talk with you about applying for a student visa to study in the United States. We wish you
all the best of luck in your future endeavors.



