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Immigrant Visa Section
U. S. Consulate General, Guangzhou
Mailing Address: No. 1 South Shamian Street, Guangzhou, China 510133

Consular Office Location: 5" floor, 2™ annex of Tianyu Garden,
136-142, Linhe Zhong Rd., Guangzhou
Website: http://guangzhou.usembassy-china.org.cn/

APPOINTMENT INSTRUCTIONS FOR IMMIGRANT VISA APPLICANTS

The Consulate is ready to proceed with your immigrant visa application by granting you (and your derivatives) an interview. On
the basis you have all documents needed in connection with your application for an immigrant visa, an appointment has been
scheduled for you to come to the office on the date specified in the attached letter. If any applicant cannot keep the appointment,
notify the Consulate immediately.

You must have an English translation of all Chinese documents. If your application is incomplete, U.S. law will not permit a
consular officer to give you a visa, although you will be able to submit missing items at a later date. In addition, be sure your
name and pertinent information is correct on all forms.

**Attention: As of Monday, December 6, 2010, Immigrant Visa (IV) applicants processing at Guangzhou will be
required to go to the Consular Office at 12:30pm on the date specified on the appointment letter for fingerprint and
document intake. The applicant(s) will then be required to return the following morning at 7:30am for their
interview. If you cannot come to the scheduled appointment or you need to postpone or re-schedule your interview date,
you should contact us through our on-line form at http://guangzhou.usembassy-china.org.cn/immigrant-visa-unit-
guestion.html . Be sure to include your name, case number, and your updated mailing address in Chinese characters.
Also include a contact phone number where you can be reached.

Submit these items during your medical exam:

e Interview appointment letter. Every applicant must have a medical exam, regardless of age. The medical examination forms

will be generated and completed by the panel physician during the exam.

e Valid passport, four visa photos. Each applicant must have a passport that will be valid for at least 8 months beyond the visa

issuance date.

The following items are required for the visa interview:

e Valid passport, two visa photos and a photocopy of passport’s personal information pages. Each applicant must have a

passport that will be valid for at least 8 months beyond the visa issuance date.

o Notarial Birth Certificate

e Notarial Unmarried Statement (if applicable). Only males 22 or older, and females 20 or older need to submit this document.

This certificate is only valid for one year.

o Notarial Marriage Certificate

eNotarial Divorce/Death Certificate proving dissolution of all previous marriages.

e Notarial Police Certificate. Applicants aged 16 or older must submit this form for all countries in which the applicant has

resided for one year or more and wherever the applicant has been living for six months prior to the interview since attaining the

age of 16. Police certificates are only valid for one year.

e For applicants under 18 years old, documents showing that the principal applicant has legal custody of the child, or a

notarized statement from the parent who has custody giving permission for the child to immigrate to the U.S. Only children with

divorced parents need to submit this document.

e Adoption certificates (if applicable)

e Court records of any legal violations

e Evidence of support. The petitioner and any co-sponsor must submit:
a.) An original, signed 1-864 Affidavit of support form for each applicant. For example, if you and your children were
beneficiaries of different Form 1-130 family-based petitions, each will need an original affidavit of support and
accompanying documentation. However, derivatives of a visa applicant can submit photocopies of the original form 1-864, as
long as these derivatives are immigrating at the same time as the principle immigrant or within six months of the time he or
she immigrates to the United States. (If your petitioner already submitted an 1-864 form(s) to the National Visa Center, you
typically do not need to provide another one at the interview.)
b.) The most recent year’s tax returns. For example, if the 1-864 form was signed in 2008, bring the sponsor’s 2007 tax
returns. In addition, if the sponsor has filed a new tax return before the interview, an officer may ask you to submit a copy of
these tax returns as well. We recommend bringing copies of tax returns from the three most recent tax years to the interview
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c.) Evidence of current employment, remittance receipts, bank records, etc.
e Proof of relationship between applicant(s) and petitioner. In proving a blood relationship, photos of the petitioner and all
applicants taken together, from both before the petitioner went to the United States and any visits since that time, are the
strongest evidence. Identify, in English, any person taken in group photos. You can also provide phone records and letters.
Calling cards, without an itemized list of calls made using the cards, will not be accepted.
e If this is not your first marriage, please bring in documents containing the following information for your interview: your ex-
spouse’s name, date of birth, social security number (if applicable), last known address and telephone number.
e Applicants who have worked in technical fields should bring a detailed resume, in both Chinese and English, which should
include the applicant’s professional and educational history. In many cases, simply listing employers and job titles will be
insufficient. The resume will include a complete list of all employers, all specific job responsibilities and projects, and the titles,
descriptions and dates of all publications.
e Applicants who have traveled to the United States and applied for visa extension(s) should bring copies of extension
application(s) and approval notice(s).
e Any previous expired or cancelled passport(s) for each applicant.
e Provide photos of applicants taken together for the duration of the relationship (if there is more than one applicant).
e |f a stepparent is your petitioner, you must show evidence of your relationship to the stepparent and/or the relationship
between your stepparent and your birthparent.
e Receipts for money orders the petitioner has sent the applicants from the United States.
e Documents listing applicants and the petitioner including land deeds, old household registers, and school records
NOTE: Prior to your case being transferred to China you should have received a checklist from the National Visa Center
informing you of what civil documents are required for your case. These documents are required prior to the issuance of a visa.
If you failed to submit any original of these civil documents to NVC please bring them with you to the interview. If the
unmarried certificate and police certificate that submitted to the National Visa Center have expired or are about to expire, we
recommend that you bring updated versions to the interview. The passport should be validate for at least 8 months beyond the
visa issuance date, if your passport has been renewed or replaced after you submit the copy to NVC, please bring a copy of the
bio page of the renewed passport in addition to the original one to the interview. This will help avoid unnecessary delays in the
processing of your case. *If you believe that a family member not listed on this letter might be eligible for a visa under
this petition, please visit our website http://guangzhou.usembassy-china.org.cn for more information.
Fees
Please note that the State Department has published a final rule to adjust immigrant visa application fees. As of April
13, 2012, the application fee for immediate relative and family preference cases is $230, $405 for employment-based
cases, and $220 for other cases (special 1Vs, self-petitioned cases, and all other 1Vs). The Diversity Visa fee is $330.
The fee for determining returning resident is $275.

Each applicant must pay the relevant application fee prior to interviewing. IV applicants who have previously paid the
application fee to the National Visa Center will not have to pay an additional fee at the interview. Payment in RMB is

accepted.

No guarantee

The Consulate cannot guarantee any applicant will receive a visa. Decisions are based on many factors. Even if the Consulate
determines you are eligible for a visa, issuance can be delayed for a variety of reasons. You are STRONGLY ADVISED
against giving up your job, disposing of property, or buying plane tickets until you actually receive your visa.

Should the Consulate approve your visa, you will receive instruction regarding procedures for picking up your visa, which may
include an additional small delivery fee. In most cases, the visa will be ready within three business days. An immigrant visa is
usually valid for a maximum of six months from the date of issuance. However, in certain circumstances, the Consulate has to
limit your visa validity under the Immigration and Nationality Act. You must travel and apply for admission to the United
States within your visa validity.

Potential cancellation of application

If you miss your scheduled interview date (see appointment letter), you must contact the Consulate by letter or email to
reschedule. Section 203(e) of the Immigration and Nationality Act requires each intending immigrant to pursue his or her
application within one year of each requested action. Failure to do so will cancel your application.

Interview document intake

On the day of your interview document intake, bring the medical envelope, any necessary documents you did not submit to the
National Visa Center, and any potential evidence proving the applicant(s) relationship to each other (as applicable) as well as
the petitioner. All Chinese documents must be translated into English. Again, if you are missing any of your documents, U.S.
law will not permit the Consulate to issue you a visa, although you will be able to submit missing documents at a later date.

*All forms and instructions in this packet are also available on our website, downloaded forms and instructions are acceptable.
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