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Season’s Greetings from Consul 

General Alford 

December 21, 2009. In my first 
Christmas in Frankfurt I am 
grateful for the good people I have 
come to know here. Our family is 
looking forward to coming together 
and celebrating the wonderful 
blend of German and American 
Christmas customs which are our 
tradition. On Christmas eve, we 
will gather our children, son-in-law 
and partners around the Christmas 
tree to sing carols, read the 
Christmas story, and then open 
presents followed by our 

traditional Christmas eve fare of bratwurst. The next day, we 
will check the stockings which we cheerfully hung by the mantle 
to see what Santa Claus has brought followed by the customary 
American turkey dinner. 

As we near the end of the year and reflect on issues of the day, 
our profound hopes and wishes are for peace and prosperity in 
Germany, in America, and throughout the world.  We wish each 
of you a peaceful and happy holiday season.

Frohe Festage, all the best for Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, und 
alles Gute für das Neue Jahr.

Stuttgart’s BIL-Schule Opens a 
Window on America 
December 16, 2009. Consul 
General Edward M. Alford 
held a town hall meeting 
at the BIL-Schule in 
Stuttgart to introduce the 

U.S. Mission to Germany’s “Windows on 
America” (WoA) program to teachers, students, 
their parents and siblings on December 16th.  
Students of the 10th grade of the school are 
called on to write essays about their personal 
“Window on America,” of which the best ten will 
be selected for participation in a WoA program in 
April 2010.  Maja Lutterbei from the exchange 
organization Experiment e.V. that organizes the 
trip in cooperation with World Learning in 
America briefed the students about the detailed 
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program in America while WoA Alumnae Mediha 
Dauti and Florentina Nimanaj entertained the 
audience with anecdotes about their recent WoA 
trip.  Afterwards, Consul General Alford and 
Public Affairs Officer Jeanine Collins engaged in a 
lively discussion with teachers, students and 
parents about American culture and customs. 
Photo Gallery | More

Holiday Celebration across 
Cultures 

December 16, 2009. Deputy 
Principal Officer Doria 
Rosen hosted a holiday 
reception for a group of 
women of diverse ethnic, 
religious, and professional 

backgrounds. The evening coincided with the 
sixth day of Hanukkah, the Islamic New Year, 
and the Christian Holiday season. Nadia Qani and 
Shogufa Malekyar presented their latest poems, 
Dr. Kirsten Gerstner read a Turkish-German 
xmas story from Nilguen Tasman’s book “Ich 
träume Deutsch”, and Deputy Principal Officer 
Doria Rosen presented the traditional story “The 
night before xmas” by Clement Clarke Moore. A 
buffet dinner and many fruitful talks and 
networking rounded up the evening.

Generation Pow Wow: The 
North American Indian Inuit 

Film Festival featured in 

Stuttgart 
December 10-13, 2009. 
Stuttgart’s cultural 
commissioner Susanne 
Laugwitz-Aulbach and 

Gunter Lange, the head of the Film Festival 
team, opened the third INDIAN INUIT Film 
Festival at the Volkshochschule in Stuttgart on 
December 10th.  The festival ran through 
December 13th and is the first and only festival 
of its kind in Europe.  This year’s motto 
“Generation Pow Wow” featured films written, 
directed by or starring the Indian-Inuit which 
accurately depict their unique culture and daily 
existence.  Captivating films that were both 
powerful and humorous placed the present and 
past in proper context.  The genre ‘Indian Film’ 
took on new and completely uncharted 
dimensions.  Additionally, the INDIAN INUIT 
FILM FESTIVAL presented an impressive 
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retrospective in honor of the late Floyd Red Crow 
Westerman, renowned actor, musician and story 
teller.  Supporters and cooperation partners 
included the Deutsch Amerikanische Zentrum/ 
James-F.-Byrnes-Institut Stuttgart, UNICEF 
Germany, American Indian Film Festival & 
Institute San Francisco (AIFI), Dreamspeakers 
International Indigenous Film Festival Edmonton 
Canada, Lindenmuseum Stuttgart, the University 
of Constance, Zeppelin University 
Friedrichshafen, and the U.S. Consulate General 
Frankfurt.  Program

Bluegrass Jamboree in Germany 

December 5-20, 2009. The Public 
Affairs Section of the U.S. 
Embassy Germany supported the 
first major Bluegrass Festival in 
Germany. Bluegrass, originally 
rural music from the 1940s from 
Kentucky and Tennessee, is 

gaining more and more popularity in Germany. This unique 
Bluegrass tour through Germany, organized by Rainer Zellner of 
Music Contact and the German-American Institute in Tübingen, 
features bands such as The Steep Canyon Rangers, and Beverly 
Smith & Carl Jones. The festival tour of Bluegrass & Americana 
Music opened in Reutlingen on December 5 with over 250 
enthused and foot tapping listeners, and continued in Munich 
and Darmstadt. Further stops will be in Berlin, Basel, Fulda, 
Offenburg and Kassel. More information and tour dates: http://
www.bluegrass-jamboree.com

The American Dream in Neu-

Isenburg    

December 10, 2009. Public Affairs 
Officer Jeanine Collins met 
with 12th graders of Goetheschule 
Neu-Isenburg to talk about the 

American Dream, personal dreams, and current issues in the U.
S., such as health care reform, race relations and 
discrimination. After a Power Point presentation on the 
American Dream the students and Consul Collins engaged in a 
discussion on the significance of the American Dream for 
American culture and politics. When asked what their dreams 
were, the 12th graders chose similar dreams such as a house, a 
family, or money. Together, they discovered that the American 
Dream is a universal dream.

Consul General Meets Frankfurt 

Press Club 

December 8, 2009. Consul General 
Ned Alford met with Frankfurt 
Press Club members for a 
background discussion on German-
American topics on the evening of 
December 8. Frankfurt Press Club 

President and Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung publisher Werner 
D’Inka moderated the discussion that focussed on the new 
Afghanistan strategy, which was recently announced by 
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President Obama in his speech at West Point Military Academy 
on December 1. Other topics of discussion were the U.S.-Iran 
and North Korea policies as well as the growing economic and 
political importance of Asia and its implications for U.S.-German 
relations. The Press Club represents more than 400 journalists 
and other media professionals of the Frankfurt region and has 
about 120 corporate members.

EducationUSA Infospecial at 
German-American Institute 

Stuttgart 

December 8, 2009. 
EducationUSA of the U.S. 
Consulate General 
Frankfurt joined 

EducationUSA Stuttgart and offered a special 
information session on exchange opportunities 
and visa issues at the German-American 
Institute in Stuttgart. The presentation to 20 
students, parents and young professionals 
focused on studying and interning, but also 
covered high school stays and Au Pair. The 
German-American Institute Stuttgart is part of 
the EducationUSA Germany network and offers 
information and advice on spending time in the 
United States.

Fun, Games, Exchanges: 

Hessen Total International  
December 5, 2009. On 
Saturday, “Hessen Total 
International” offered 
intercultural activities, 

dance workshops and introductions to less well 
known sports such as speed stacking to a young 
Frankfurt audience. In addition, more than 30 
exhibitors showcased exchange opportunities 
with countries world-wide. Several hundred 
teenagers from the Frankfurt region used the 
opportunity to have their questions answered. At 
the EducationUSA Frankfurt booth, visitors asked 
about a high school year in the U.S., Au Pair, 
volunteer work and study opportunities.  During 
the opining, this year’s patron Jürgen Banzer, 
Hesse Ministry for Work, Family and Health, 
emphasized the value of spending time in 
another country and culture. 

Gymnasium students publish 
book on German-American 

relations 
December 2, 2009. At a public 
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ceremony in the 
Schlosstheater in 
Neuwied, 12th and 13th-
grade students of the 
Werner-Heisenberg-
Gymnasium presented a 
book titled “Freunde in 

Freiheit.  Ein Streifzug durch die deutsch-
amerikanischen Beziehungen” which they had 
authored and published.  Encouraged by their 
history teacher, a group of six students had 
founded their own non-profit publishing company 
WHG-Verlag in 2008.  After selecting the theme 
of their book they identified 24 authors among 
fellow students, who participated in seminars on 
the topic, one of them organized by the U.S. 
Consulate General in Frankfurt in February 
2009.  Printing and marketing costs were 
covered by private and public sponsors, among 
them the U.S. Consulate General.  The ceremony 
was attended by over 150 teachers, students, 
parents, the school director, the mayor of 
Neuwied, as well as representatives of the 
sponsors and the media. The book received 
much praise and can be purchased in regular 
book stores as of now.

Frankfurt School of Finance 
and Management Students 

learn about U.S. exchange 

opportunities 
November 23, 2009. Students of 
the “Frankfurt School of 

Finance and Management” attended an lunch-
hour information session on studying and 
interning in the United States. Students are 
required to spent time abroad and interest in 
combining a course of study with an internship in 
the United States is great. Renate Vollmer from 
EducationUSA Frankfurt presented information 
on the higher education system, graduate 
studies, explained how students can find 
information on internship opportunities and 
talked about the visa application process. The 20 
students used the opportunity to have their 
questions answered, mostly on internships. The 
Frankfurt School of Finance and Management is a 
leading private business school based in 
Frankfurt am Main. Cooperations exist with 
Emory University (Atlanta), University of 
Colorado at Colorado Springs, Hawaiian Pacific 
University (Honolulu) and the University of Iowa.

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/selected_events_july_december2009.html (5 of 35) [1/6/2011 12:32:19 PM]

http://www.eductionusa.de/


Selected Events July - December 2009 - Consulate General Frankfurt, Germany

Ecotopia in Trier, Saarbrücken, 

Freiburg, and Tübingen 

November 11-22, 2009. U.S. 
author, film critic, and professor at 
the University of California 
Berkeley, Ernest Callenbach, 
visited Trier, Saarbrücken, 

Freiburg, and Tübingen for an extensive speaking tour. The 
author of the world-renowned novel “Ecotopia” provided a 
compelling vision of an ecologically sustainable and socially 
congenial future to a captivated audience in his lectures. In his 
classic novel “Ecotopia”, first published in 1975, Callenbach 
describes a utopian future which utilizes technological 
innovations in renewable energy, compact city design, 
manufacturing, and transportation, as well as social 
innovations. During his tour, Ernest Callenbach received an 
honorary doctorate degree at Albert-Ludwigs-University in 
Freiburg, was met by the Lord Mayors of Trier, Freiburg and 
Tübingen, and spoke with numerous students, academics, 
environmental experts, politicians, and the media.

Seminar on "Disinformation in the Information Society" 

November 19-20, 2009. The U.S. Consulate General Frankfurt, 
the Atlantic Academy and the Staatliche Institut für 
Lehrerfortbildung (SIL) jointly organized a two-day seminar on 
“Disinformation in the Information Society” at the SIL training 
facility in Boppard in Rhineland-Palatinate. American Fulbright 
Professor Kathy Donohue of Central Michigan University and 
four German experts explored the paradox that while in a 
quickly changing media landscape more information is faster 
available to more people, this also applies to mis- and 
disinformation, which makes it more difficult to ascertain 
truthful and reliable information.

Trialogue of Cultures and 
Media’s Role in Integration 

November 19, 2009.  About 60 
media professionals, 
government officials, 
academics, and politicians 
discussed migrants as a 

target group and the media’s role in integration 
at the 13th “Trialogue of Cultures” conference 
hosted by Herbert Quandt-Stiftung and 
supported by the US-Consulate General 
Frankfurt on November 19.  In his PA-prepared 
opening statement Consul General Ned Alford 
referred to the large degree of responsibility by 
the media in diverse societies since attitudes 
toward specific ethnic groups can be strongly 
influenced by reports in the media.  Newhouse 
School’s of Public Communications professor 
Brad Gorham and Journalism in the Public 
Interest of Santa Clara University’s professor 
Sally Lehrman provided insights into U.S. media 
reception research and diversity in American 
newsrooms.  Other highlights of the conference 
were discussions on the role of migrants in 
program planning of public and commercial TV 
stations.  PA distributed an IRC Frankfurt 
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produced flyer on “Media and Diversity” 
providing links and information on further 
reading, ESTA information, and the IIP produced 
“Barack Obama: 44th President of the United 
States”.  All contributions to the 13th Trialogue 
of Cultures conference will be made available to 
a larger audience and published by Herbert 
Quandt-Stiftung later.

Discussion on Stereotypes and 
Diversity in U.S. Media 
November 17 & 18, 2009. 
“Media’s Relationship with 
Stereotyping” was the 
focus of Professor Brad 
Gorham’s discussion with 

35 students and faculty of the University of 
Mannheim’s Department of Media and 
Communication Studies on November 17.  Brad 
Gorham, Professor at the Newhouse School of 
Public Communications, Syracuse University, was 
joined on the 18th by Sally Lehrman, Professor 
of Journalism in the Public Interest of Santa 
Clara University and former Diversity Chair of the 
“Society for Professional Journalists”. The two 
speakers discussed the practical aspects of 
bringing diversity to newsrooms with 70 students 
and faculty of Stuttgart Media University.  Both U.
S. media experts also discussed in their PA-
arranged lectures strategies to improve diversity 
and minority representation through journalism 
training with faculty members.  Through the 
lecture and subsequent discussions students 
learned more about how media work and what 
effects they may or may not have on audiences.

German-American Liederabend 

great success 

November 14, 2009. Singers 
Sabine Fischmann and Heidrun 
Kordes accompanied by pianist 
Thorsten Larbig presented their 

entertaining German-American Liederabend “Bye, Bye, mein 
lieber Herr” about home sickness and a new beginning at a 
packed Romanfabrik on November 14. The program, supported 
by the U.S. Consulate, included pieces by American composers, 
who were inpired in form or content by Germany or German 
culture and pieces by German composers who emigrated to or 
went into exile in the U.S. Emotionally the evening spanned a 
range from Hanns Eisler’s sad "Hollywood-Songs" and Paul 
Hindemith’s stern "American Songs" to the exuberant jodlers 
from Rodgers/Hammerstein’s "The Sound of Music". Particular 
highlights of the concert were the comical renditions in 
‘Denglish’ – a language mix of German and English – of songs 
from the musical "A Chorus Line" as well as a piece written by 
Sabine Fischmann called "Finishmaking" (Schlussmachen).
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Frankfurt City Library = 
Infopoint for Work and Study 

International 

November 14, 2009. 
EducationUSA Frankfurt, 
Eurodesk Germany and 
the International 

Placement Service of the Labor Exchange held an 
afternoon information session at the City Library 
Frankfurt on studying and working in the United 
States and the European Union. More than 300 
participants from the Rhein-Main region used the 
opportunity to ask for advice and pick up 
information material. Up to 30 participants 
attended the three presentations on studying 
and working in other countries. At the booth of 
the U.S. Consulate Frankfurt/EducationUSA, 
questions ranged from how to organize a stay as 
an Au Pair to internships, studying and working 
in the United States. The Consular Section 
provided extensive information on visa. Frankfurt 
City Library is an America@YourLibrary partner.

School Newspaper Editors find 
out why the U.S. is so different 

November 13 and 14, 2009. The 
U.S. Consulate General 
Frankfurt, the Hesse 
Center for political 
Education and the 

Jugendpresse Hessen e.V. joined forces in 
organizing the third joint seminar for Hesse 
school newspaper editors at the Youth Hostel in 
Fulda.  Historian Dr. Steven Bloom and political 
scientist Dr. Andrew Denison discussed the topic 
“Why the United States Is So Different” with 20 
school newspaper editors from schools in the 
state of Hesse.  They explained the principal 
pitfalls of stereotyping and applied their analysis 
to the United States while making comparisons 
with other countries including Germany.  
Providing historical and cultural context, they 
analyzed regional differences as well as the huge 
complexities and contradictions of American 
society oscillating between isolationism and 
internationalism, materialism and idealism, self-
assurance and self-doubt, patriotism and anti-
government impulses, individualism and 
solidarity.  
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"This was just the beginning!" 
WoA Alumni from 

Ludwigshafen report on their 

USA-Trip 

November 13, 2009. On 
November 13th, Consul 
General Ned Alford visited 

the Pestalozzihauptschule Ludwigshafen to meet 
the nine students and their two teachers who 
had participated in the U.S. Embassy’s Windows 
on America (WoA) Exchange program in August.  
Organized by the exchange organization 
Experiment e.V. in cooperation with World 
Learning in America, the students had traveled 
to the United States for a twelve-day trip, 
visiting cities such as New York, Washington, D.
C. and Charlotte, North Carolina, where they 
stayed with American families.  In a lively and 
enthusiastic discussion, video and photo show, 
the students reported on their experiences and 
adventures during the trip, ranging from 
volunteer work over team building exercises and 
visiting American sports games, museums and 
monuments to making friends with their 
American host families. The trip motivated the 
students to continue learning English and 
actively participate in alumni programs.  All of 
them wish to go back to America for an 
internship, Au Pair or study program.  More | 
Photo Gallery | "Fenster nach Amerika offen" - 
Report in Mannheimer Morgen

Freiburg goes Abroad 
November 12, 2009. The U.S. 
Consulate Frankfurt’s 
EducationUSA participated 
in the "Let’s Go Abroad" 
information fair organized 
by the German-American 
Institute "Carl-Schurz-

Haus" in Freiburg and the Labor Exchange. The 
fair featured 15 organization offering programs 
for the U.S. and other overseas countries. More 
than 300 high school and university students 
enjoyed the opportunity to ask questions on 
going to the United States for studying or an 
internship. They picked up information material 
on the United States, including the CD ROM 
"About the USA".

Internationales Forum on U.S. 
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Politics at Schuldorf 

Bergstrasse 
November 12, 2009. The U.S. 
Consulate General 
Frankfurt, the Hesse 
Center for Political 
Education, the Staatliches 
Schulamt and the 
Volkshochschule 
Darmstadt-Dieburg 
arranged a lecture by Dr. 
Steven Bloom on 
“American Politics One 
Year After the Election of 
Barack Obama” at the 

Schuldorf Bergstraße in Seeheim-Jugenheim.  
The lecture was part of the annual series 
“Internationales Forum” which offers teachers, 
students, their parents and the regional 
community lectures and discussions on 
international issues.  Dr. Bloom’s offered the 
almost 100 mostly young guests a sound and 
witty analysis of the development of U.S. politics 
after the election of Barack Obama.  In 
particular, he explained the peculiarities of the U.
S. political system making President Obama's 
implementation of his policy agenda a tough 
challenge.

Ambassador Murphy at the 
Hochschule der Medien in 

Stuttgart - in person, on radio, 

and via internet  

November 11, 2009.  On 
November 11th, 
Ambassador Philip D. 
Murphy held a “town hall” 

meeting with some 300 students and faculty of 
the renowned Hochschule der Medien, HdM, 
(Media University) in Stuttgart.  His lively and 
engaging speech and subsequent discussion was 
live- streamed over the internet and broadcast 
by HdM’s own radio station in real time.  In his 
comments, Ambassador Murphy reminded the 
audience of the historical importance of the U.S.-
German relationship, praised the virtues of 
tolerance and diversity, and called on Germans 
to work together with the U.S. to meet the global 
challenges of the 21st century.  Speaking in 
German, the Ambassador said: ”Today on 
November 11th, Americans observe Veterans’ 
Day and commemorate among others the 
veterans who helped to free Germany of Nazi 
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dictatorship.  Many GIs are still in Stuttgart.  
There is so much that binds Germans and 
Americans together.  I’m here today to learn 
what we can do better and how I can help as U.
S. Ambassador to Germany.  Let us revive our 
friendship with energy and magic!”  Photo 
Gallery | More

Exhibit Opening "Amerikaner in 

Hessen" at Karmeliterkloster 

November 10, 2009. U.S. Consul 
General Edward Alford joined Dr. 
Evelyn Brockhoff (Director of the 
Institut für Stadtgeschichte), Prof. 
Dr. Felix Semmelroth (Frankfurt's 

Cultural Commissioner), Dr. Bernd Heidenreich (Director of the 
Hesse Center for Political Education), and curator Torsten 
Halsey in opening the exhibit "Amerikaner in Hessen" at the 
Karmeliterkloster in Frankfurt. The exhibit features the 
manifestations and implications of the post-war U.S. military 
presence in the state of Hesse. In his greeting, the Consul 
General remarked that "when we look at 'Amerikaner in Hessen' 
we know that many of the reasons for their presence 
fortunately do not exist here any more. But reasons for a 
military presence to provide the stability that allows the growth 
of a civil society exist in many other parts of the world 
today. We can go beyond the historical value of this exhibit by 
viewing it also as a documentation of the importance of vision, 
dedication, stamina and friendship in solving today’s conflicts."

The Obama Administration 1 

year after the elections 

November 6-7, 2009. The U.S. 
Consulate General and the 
Protestant Academy Arnoldshain 
organized a two-day seminar on 

„An Assessment of the Obama Administration One Year after 
the Elections“ at the Martin-Niemöller-Haus in Schmitten-
Arnoldshain. Four American and one German expert, Prof. Paul 
Rundquist, University of Halle-Wittenberg, formerly 
Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress, Prof. 
Miranda Schreurs, Free University of Berlin and member of the 
Federal Ministry of the Environment’s Expert Council on 
Environmental Issues, historian and author Dr. Steven Bloom, 
Prof. Crister Garrett, University of Leipzig, and Dr. Stormy-
Annika Milder, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, engaged thirty 
multipliers from different professional backgrounds. Lectures, 
discussion workshops in small groups and a concluding panel 
discussion focused on foreign and security policy, economic 
policy including health care reform, energy and climate change 
policy as well as on the Obama administration’s handling of the 
U.S. Congress, the media and public opinion. The discussions 
revealed, among many other aspects, the nature of the 
difficulties of President Obama in implementing his policy 
agenda as a result of the constitutional authority of Congress 
and the lack of party discipline built into the party system.

Avanti! draws a 1000 students 
interested in studying and 

working in the U.S., Europe and 

Overseas  

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/selected_events_july_december2009.html (11 of 35) [1/6/2011 12:32:19 PM]

http://photos.state.gov/galleries/frankfurt/8936/town_hall_stuttgart/
http://photos.state.gov/galleries/frankfurt/8936/town_hall_stuttgart/
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/townhall_stuttgart.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/amerikaner_in_hessen.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/amerikaner_in_hessen.html
http://www.stadtgeschichte-ffm.de/veranstaltungen/ver_hinweise/amerikaner.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/arnoldshain.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/arnoldshain.html


Selected Events July - December 2009 - Consulate General Frankfurt, Germany

November 5, 2009. On 
November 5, 
EducationUSA Frankfurt 
participated in "AVANTI! 
Job, Praktikum und 
Studium in Europa und 
Übersee" in Darmstadt. 
The fair, organized for the 

ninth time by the Regierungspräsidium 
Darmstadt, featured 32 organizations offering 
stays abroad. About 1000 high school and 
university students used the opportunity to pick 
up information on studying and working in 
foreign countries. At the EducationUSA 
information booth, more than 300 students 
asked mostly about studying at the 
undergraduate and graduate level and about 
internships. How to organize a high school year 
in the States was also popular. Presentations on 
“Going to the U.S. after school” and "Studying in 
the United States" filled the room to capacity 
with a total of 100 listeners.

"Die Brücke" celebrates 

German-American Ties 

November 4, 2009. Public Affairs 
Officer Jeanine Collins discussed 
the transatlantic relationship with 
members of "Die Brücke", the 
German-American Club Gießen-

Wetzlar, on November 4. The club, led by its President Roger 
Schmidt, will celebrate its 60th anniversary in 2010. Its 
membership includes retirees and exchange students, 
approximately 35 of whom attended the discussion about the 
transatlantic relationship.

Von Marschall portrays 
Michelle Obama in Darmstadt, 

Landau and Karlsruhe 
November 2-3, 2009. Dr. 
Christoph von Marschall, 
the U.S. correspondent of 
the Berlin-based daily 

newspaper Der Tagesspiegel, presented lectures 
on “Michelle Obama – An American Dream” at 
the Darmstadtium in Darmstadt, co-sponsored 
by the Friedrich-Ebert Foundation, on Nov. 2, 
and at the University of Landau and the 
Karlsruhe Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(IHK), co-sponsored by the American-German 
Business Club (AGBC) in Karlsruhe on Nov. 3.  A 
total of over 200 guests from all walks of life 
learned about Michelle Obama’s astounding rise 
from a low-class neighborhood in the Chicago 
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South Side to the White House and from a 
successful professional in her own right to First 
Lady of the United States.  Having accompanied 
the Obamas during much of Barack Obama’s 
campaign for the Democratic nomination and 
having regularly attended Michelle’s public 
appearances as First Lady, von Marschall had 
had the opportunity to personally meet and 
observe her from up close.  As a result, he was 
able to offer deep insights into her official as a 
well as private life and to explain why she was 
able to become the most popular First Lady of 
modern times for all Americans.

Non-Proliferation Expert at 

PRIF 

October 30, 2009. On the 
invitation of the U.S. Consulate 
General, Dr. Leonard S. Spector, 
Deputy Director of the Monterey 
Institute of International Studies' 

James Martin Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies and head of the Center's Washington D.
C. Office, gave a presentation on "Western Nonproliferation 
Policy and Iran" at the Peace Research Institute 
Frankfurt. Senior fellows as well as Ph.D. students discussed the 
tactical movements on the part of Iran, the West, Russia and 
China regarding Iran's nuclear program and prospects for a 
compromise.

U.S. Consulate Celebrates 

Halloween 

October 30, 2009. Halloween, the 
last day of October, has a special 
significance for children, who dress 
in costumes and knock on 

neighborhood doors shouting "Trick or Treat!" Pirates and 
princesses, ghosts and witches all hold bags open to catch the 
candy or other goodies that the neighbors drop in. On October 
30, a group of children haunted the Consulate and got lots of 
candies when they visited Consul General Ned Alford and other 
sections of the Consulate. While not an official holiday, most 
Americans consider Halloween a festive occasion, but its roots 
long predate the United States and its meaning has changed 
greatly over time. Even today, many other nations celebrate 
their own versions of this festival.

"History in Perspective - 

Modern Jazz" at Romanfabrik 

October 29, 2009. The U.S. 
Consulate General supported a 
concert on October 29th at 
Frankfurt’s Romanfabrik  

featuring American jazz pianist Lewis Porter, professor of jazz 
history at Rutgers University Newark, Gert Putscheff (violin), 
lecturer at the Frankfurt University of Music and Performing 
Arts, as well as Willi Kappich (drums/percussion). The 
concert was organized in cooperation with the Jazzinitiative 
Frankfurt e.V. and Ute Mengel greeted the guests on behalf of 

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/selected_events_july_december2009.html (13 of 35) [1/6/2011 12:32:19 PM]

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/spector_prif.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/spector_prif.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/halloween.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/halloween.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/history_in_perspective.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/history_in_perspective.html
http://www.romanfabrik.de/
http://www.jazzinitiative-frankfurt.de/
http://www.jazzinitiative-frankfurt.de/


Selected Events July - December 2009 - Consulate General Frankfurt, Germany

the Jazzinitiative. Under the theme "History in Perspecive – 
Modern Jazz" Porter, Putscheff and Kappich presented jazz 
compositions drawing on a wide variety of jazz styles as well as 
ethnic music traditions. 

Stuttgart Fall Concert 
Celebrates German-American 

Day featuring the “Best of Both 

Worlds” 

October 28, 2009. On October 
28th, Deputy Chief of 
Mission Greg Delawie and 

Consul General Edward M. Alford openend the 
Stuttgart Fall Concert,  jointly organized by the 
Federation of German-American Clubs and the 
James-F.-Byrnes-Institute/ Deutsch-
Amerikanische Zentrum (DAZ) on the occasion of 
German-American Day at the Neues Schloss.  
Other speakers included Ms. Susanne Laugwitz-
Aulbach, the head of Stuttgart’s Culture 
Department as well as Major General Paul 
Schafer, Acting Chief of Staff of EUCOM.  The 
concert, called the “Best of Both Worlds,” 
featured works by Donizetti, von Weber and 
Mozart to represent the Old World while the 
songs of Gershwin, Loewe and Cole Porter 
represented the new. The musicians Mirella 
Hagen, Caio Monteiro and Robin Engelen 
received raving applause for their heartening 
performance.  The concert concluded in a 
reception, jointly hosted by the state ministry of 
Baden-Württemberg, the city of Stuttgart, the 
Federation of German-American Clubs and the 
Deutsch-Amerikanische Zentrum. 

Germany Premiere: Reif Larsen 

reads from "The Selected 

Works of T.S. Spivet" 

October 27, 2009. American 
author and “Wunderkind” of the 
American literary scene Reif Larsen 
thrilled his audience at his first 

reading in Germany from his debut novel “The Selected Works 
of T.S. Spivet”. Larsen, in Frankfurt at the invitation of his 
German publisher, the S. Fischer Verlag, did the first-ever 
reading of his debut novel for a German audience at the Union 
International Club e.V. on October 27, at the Villa Merton. The 
reading was also supported by the Consulate General Frankfurt. 
Consul General Ned Alford welcomed the packed audience of 
over 100 guests and introduced the acclaimed author. His debut 
novel, written while still a student, became an instant literary 
sensation and is now published in 30 countries. The reading was 
moderated by Felicitas von Lovenberg, literary editor of the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and actor Christoph Maasch 
read from the German translation “Die Karte meiner Träume”.
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“Beyond the Horizon” – 
Konstanz students check out 

Studying and Interning in the U.

S.  

October 22, 2009. October 22, 
2009. Information on 
exchange opportunities 
with the United States was 

in great demand at the “Beyond the Horizon” 
exchange fair in Konstanz on October 22, 2009. 
More than 600 university and high school 
students from the Konstanz region checked out 
ways to spend time in the U.S. and other 
countries at this day-long career fair organized 
for the fourth time by the University of Applied 
Sciences Konstanz. 33 exhibitors offered 
information on studying, volunteer work, 
internships, financial aid and visa. At the 
EducationUSA booth, more than 100 students 
asked about internships and graduate studies. 
They picked up information materials on 
EducationUSA and other services of the 
Information Resource Centers. 

Competition and/or 
collaboration? Marketing 

graduate studies in the U.S. 

and Germany 
October 20, 2009. At a one-
day conference at the 
German-American Institut 
Heidelberg, 25 participants 
from various universities 
discussed the recruitment 

of graduate students. In her opening remarks, 
DPAO Doria Rosen emphasized the 
internationalization of graduate studies and the 
increased mobility of students. ETS 
representative Maria Victoria Calabrese explained 
the GRE and the new Personal Potential Index, 
which led to a spirited discussion of the use of 
standardized test. Megan Brenn-White from the 
Hessen University Consortium New York Office, 
and participants talked about factors influencing 
a student's decision for a program, the 
acceptance of the German Bachelor's degree in 
the U.S. and exchange programs. The event was 
organized by EducationUSA/U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt, the Ministry of Higher 
Education, Research and the Arts and the Hessen 
University Consortium New York Office. 
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U.S. Correspondent von 

Marschall sheds light on 

Michelle Obama 

October 19, 2009. The U.S. 
Consulate General Frankfurt joined 
forces with the Frankfurt City 
Library and the Evangelische 
Akademie Arnoldshain in 
organizing a lecture by Dr. 
Christoph von Marschall, U.S. 
correspondent of the Berlin-based 
daily newspaper Der Tagesspiegel, 
on his newly published German-
language biography of Michelle 
Obama - "Michelle Obama - The 

American Dream" - at Frankfurt’s 
City Library on October 19. Von Marschall had accompanied the 
Obamas during parts of Barack Obama’s campaign for 
Democratic nominee. He is also the author of the first German 
biography of Barack Obama - "Barack Obama - The Black 
Kennedy" (2007). Over 100 interested guests listened to von 
Marschall’s analysis of Michelle Obama’s life and career, and her 
approach to the role as First Lady.

Expert Roundtable on Health 

Care Reform 

October 19, 2009. At the invitation 
of the U.S. Consulate General, 
Harry Harris, founder and CEO of 
Central California’s largest health 
care insurance company, 
participated in an expert 

roundtable at the Rhineland-Palatinate Ministry of Health in 
Mainz on October 19. Harris explained the patchwork character 
of the U.S. health care system and the major challenges facing 
the system, in particular the issues of universal coverage, 
inadequate coverage, cost reduction, and quality 
increase. Harris and the Ministry experts engaged in a 
comparison of the similarities and differences between the 
German and American health care systems, their problems and 
possible solutions.

School Newspaper Competition 

"USA" 

October 17, 2009. For the second 
time after 2007, the U.S. 
Consulate General co-sponsored a 
special “Competition USA” for the 
best school newspaper articles on 

the topic "How Barack Obama Has Changed America ." This was 
part of the annual general competition for the best school 
newspapers and best individual newspaper articles in the state 
of Hesse sponsored annually by the Jugendpresse Hessen e.V. 
Deputy Consul General Doria Rosen handed over the consulate’s 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd prizes to the winners at an award ceremony 
at the Frankfurt International Book Fair on October 17. Among 
the prizes were free tickets provided by the English Theatre in 
Frankfurt.

Positioning Information 

Professionals for the Future 

October 15, 2009. Janice 
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Lachance, CEO of the Special 
Libraries Association (SLA), gave 
the key note address at the 
opening of the annual conference 
of the German Society for 
Information Sciences (DGI) on 
October 15th . The conference was 
attended by some 250 
professionals and students from all 
over Germany. In line with the 
conference theme “Generation 
International – the Future of 

Information, Science and the Profession”, Janice Lachance 
spoke about SLA’s initiative to position information professionals 
for the future. She underlined the importance of professional 
development and networking and emphasized that value was 
more important than the function. After her presentation, she 
engaged in a lively Q&A with conference participants. The SLA 
represents about 11,000 members in 75 countries. The previous 
day, Ms. Lachance and IRO Pam Dragovich had led a roundtable 
discussion with participants from the Frankfurt region, 
specifically addressing the current economic crisis and 
exchanging marketing ideas for information professionals. 

Consul General Alford Enjoys 
Tour of the Book Fair 
October 15, 2009. On October 
15, Book Fair Director 
Jürgen Boos welcomed 
Consul General Ned Alford, 
Deputy Principal Officer 

Doria Rosen, Cultural Attaché Elizabeth Corwin, 
and Public Affairs Officer Jeanine Collins to the 
Book Fair. During their tour, the group was 
impressed by the Chinese presentation in the 
Forum featuring the history of Chinese printing 
and book-making and the book art in Hall 4.   
Consul General Alford met with various German 
and American publishers, including German 
publisher KD Wolff of Stroemfeld publishing 
house and Markus Dohle, CEO of Random 
House.  Random House publishes the novels of 
the Consulate’s guest of honor, Chinese 
American Author Lisa See.  
On October 13, Consul General Ned Alford, IRO 
Pam Dragovich, PAO Jeanine Collins and the CEO 
of the Special Libraries Association Janice 
Lachance had attended the official opening 
ceremony of the 61st Frankfurt Book Fair that 
has China as its guest of honor.  Among the 
representatives delivering opening speeches 
were Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel, Vice 
President of the People’s Republic of China Xi 
Jinping President, Hessen Minister President 
Roland Koch and Frankfurt’s Lord Mayor Petra 
Roth. | Photo Gallery | More 

Shanghai Girls in Frankfurt – U.

S. author Lisa See at the Book 
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Fair 

October 15, 2009. Chinese-
American author Lisa See was this 
year’s special guest of U.S. Mission 
Germany and C. Bertelsmann 
Publishing House at the Frankfurt 
Book Fair. In her reading at the 
English Theatre on October 15, 
Lisa See spoke to an entranced 

audience about her family history as immigrants from China to 
California, her numerous relatives and their personal 
experiences in the United States, and about her bestselling book 
"Shanghai Girls" which was just published in German by C. 
Bertelsmann Publishing House. “Shanghai Girls” is the story of 
two sisters who are forced to leave Shanghai in 1937 to marry 
Chinese men in the United States, and the struggle of the 
sisters to find their place in Los Angeles in the 1940s through 
the McCarthy era  in the 1950s.

M.I.T. Professor Singer 
discusses regulation of 

financial markets 
October 13, 2009. On the 
invitation of the U.S. 
Consulate General 
Frankfurt, David Singer, 
Professor of Political 
Science at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Cambridge, 
gave a presentation on 

"Regulating Capital: Setting New Standards for 
the International Financial System" at the 
American Chamber of Commerce of Germany 
(AmCham) to members of the Financial Services 
Committee.  Thereafter Prof. Singer joined 
Minister Counselor for Economic Affairs at U.S. 
Embassy Berlin, Robert Pollard, in a discussion of 
the topic with professors and Ph.D. candidates at 
Frankfurt University’s House of Finance.   Singer 
shed light on the extremely complex and 
fragmented financial regulatory system in the U.
S. and assessed the prospects for reform on a 
national and international level.  

German-American Friendship in 

Frankfurt  

October 6, 2009. City Treasurer 
Uwe Becker and Consul General 
Ned Alford welcomed hundreds of 
German and American citizens on 

German-American Friendship Day, originally initiated by 
President Ronald Reagan on October 6. In the splendor of the 
Kaisersaal of Frankfurt’s city hall Römer, approximately 400 
guests listened both Mr. Becker and CG Alford emphasize the 
historic and current ties between Frankfurt and the United 
States. Mr. Becker also introduced the 2009/10 “Understanding” 
competition, jointly sponsored by the city and the consulate, 
encouraging German and American youth to submit entries 
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outlining what they thought was particularly German or 
American in the daily life of the city. Five student winners of a 
language course, who had participated in a contest at the 
September 26th "Hello World" Student Exchange Information 
Fair, were also awarded their prizes at the ceremony. After the 
welcome, guests relaxed to the sounds of U.S. Air Force Band 
“Touch ‘n Go.” | President Obama proclaims German-American 
Friendship Day 2009  

11th Darmstadt Jazzforum 

great success 

September 25 – October 4, 2009. 
The U.S. Consulate General 
supported the participation on 
October 2 of two American 

speakers, William Bares (Harvard University, Cambridge) and 
Harald Kisiedu (Columbia University, New York), during this 
year’s Darmstadt Jazzforum. The 11th Darmstadt Jazzforum, 
organized biannually by the Jazz Institute Darmstadt this year 
focused mainly on Albert Mangelsdorff, his music, his influence 
on German jazz history and his role as an integrational figure 
for German and European jazz. The Jazzforum consisted of five 
program parts - an international three day conference, a 
concert series, an exhibition, an evening of rare film footage, 
and a book documentation of the Jazzforum to be published 
next year. The two U.S. speakers gave presentations at the 
three day conference, which was very successful and drew an 
average audience of 50-60 jazz enthusiasts per lecture.

U.S. Consulate General 
participates in Newcomer's 

Festival 

October 4, 2009.  On October 
4th, Consul General Ned 
Alford and City 
Treasurer Uwe Becker 

opened  the ninth annual "Newcomers" Festival 
at the Frankfurt Römer. U.S. Citizen Services and 
the Public Affairs Section teamed up to inform an 
international audience about their services. More 
than 4500 newcomers visited the event and 
several hundred stopped by the Consulate 
General’s booth to learn about upcoming events, 
sign up for mailing lists and pick up information 
on the United States. Consul General Ned Alford 
toured the event with City Treasurer Becker 
and stopped by the Consulate's booth to answer 
a few questions personally.

Point Alpha Reminds that 
Freedom is not Free 
October 2, 2009. Consul 
General Ned Alford and 
PAO Jeanine Collins 
attended the celebration of 
the day of German Unity 
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on October 2 at  Point 
Alpha.  The festivities, 
organized by the Point 
Alpha Foundation and its 
Director Ute Thofern, 
included remarks by 
Hessen’s  Minister of 
Justice Joerg –Uwe Hahn, 
and USAREUR’s General 

Bellini.   Christoph 
Matschie, head of the SPD Thuringen, delivered 
the keynote speech to great applause from his 
audience, reminding them that the need for  
human dignity and willingness to serve the cause 
of freedom reunited  Germany.   Point Alpha, a 
former U.S. military base, is located near Fulda 
and Geisa, at what was thought likely to be the 
“hottest point of the cold war.”  

Baseball and Football for 
German Schools 
October 1-2, 2009. The U.S. 
Consulate General 
Frankfurt, the Atlantic 
Academy Rheinland-Pfalz, 
the Landessportbund and 

Landessportjugend Rheinland-Pfalz jointly 
organized a two-day seminar on "American 
Sports for German Schools: Baseball and 
Football" in Baumholder, Rhineland-Palatinate.  
The goal was to provide the almost 40 physical 
education teachers from Northrhine-Westphalia, 
Lower Saxony, Hesse, Saarland, Rhineland-
Palatinate und Baden-Württemberg with the 
necessary theoretical and practical knowledge 
and skills for introducing baseball and football 
into the teaching of sports at German schools. | 
More | Photogallery

U.S. Consul General Alford 
hosted by AGBC Frankfurt 

September 29, 2009. The 
American-German 
Business Club Frankfurt 
invited U.S. Consul 
General Edward M. Alford 
to be the guest speaker at 
a luncheon at the Evonik 
company in 
Frankfurt. Introduced by 
AGBC president David 
Knower, the Consul 
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General gave a speech on "The United States 
and Germany: Common Challenges 2009 and 
Beyond" and subsequently answered questions 
from a large audience of members and guests. In 
his remarks, he focused on the current financial 
and economic crisis emphasizing the importance 
of joint, coordinated action, of a reform of the 
international financial system and of an 
expansion of free trade.  This could result in the 
global economy emerging from the crisis 
stronger than before. 

The Fall of the Wall from an 
American Perspective: DJ 

Darky Goes Berlin 
September 28, 2009. On the 
occasion of the 20th 
anniversary of the fall of 
the wall, the U.S. 

Consulate General Frankfurt featured a reading 
by American poet, performance artist, and 
novelist Paul Beatty at the Romanfabrik on 
September 28.  Paul Beatty’s latest book 
“Slumberland” describes the experiences of disk 
jockey DJ Darky from Los Angeles in cold war 
Berlin and gives fascinating insights into the 
heady times when the wall was falling.  German 
actor Christoph Maasch read from the German 
translation, published by Blumenbar.  Klaus 
Walter from ByteFM moderated the reading and 
subsequent Q&A session, during which Mr. 
Beatty shared his thoughts about German and 
American culture, music, race relations and love 
with the enthusiastic audience that stayed until 
long after the reading to chat with the writer. 
(More) | Photo Gallery

“Hello World!” High School 
Student Exchange Fair Attracts 

Crowd 
September 26, 2009. The U.S., 
Canada or maybe China? 
Turkey or Argentinia? 
1100 students and their 

parents enjoyed learning about various programs 
available to high school students interested in 
spending time in another country. For the 
seventh year, the City of Frankfurt and the U.S. 
Consulate organized the youth exchange fair 
"Hello World!" at the Wöhlerschule in Frankfurt, 
one of the largest fairs in Germany.  44 
exchange organizations and educational advisers 
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presented their programs and services. Visitors 
picked up information materials and chatted to 
former exchange students. Presentations on 
what to consider when deciding on an 
organization, financial aid and exchange 
opportunities other than high school exchanges 
were attended by up to 150 people. The U.S. 
Consulate provided guidance on visa procedures 
and the EducationUSA services. Nikolaus Münster 
from the City of Frankfurt, Public Affairs Officer 
Jeanine Collins and City Official Haindl greeted 
exhibitors and talked to former exchange 
students. | Photogallery

German American Friendship 
Through Art 

September 21, 2009. Together 
with Frankfurt City 
Treasurer Uwe Becker, 
PAO Jeanine Collins 
handed over a piece of art 
to Ziehen High School in 

Frankfurt. The artwork was created by Ziehen 
student Simone Glaser who participated in last 
years Understanding competition, which had the 
theme of the 60th anniversary of the Berlin 
Airlift. The goal of Understanding, a joint 
program of the U.S. Consulate and the City of 
Frankfurt is to further mutual understanding by 
bringing together both Frankfurt and American 
youth living in the region. The painting which 
shows the Berlin Airlift Memorial in an artistic 
way was handed over to the school to close the 
first round of the Understanding competition and 
to start the second competition under the motto 
“Mainhatten” where young German and 
Americans should develop projects picturing 
commonalities and differences in German and 
American culture which can be found in 
Frankfurt’s daily life.  Both the Frankfurter Neue 
Presse and the Frankfurter Rundschau covered 
the event. 

Seminar on “Winds of Change” 
in U.S. politics 

September 18-19, 2009. The U.
S. Consulate General, the 
Fridtjof-Nansen Academy, 
the Atlantic Academy, the 
Hesse Center for Political 
Education and Frankfurt 

University’s Center for North American Studies 

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/selected_events_july_december2009.html (22 of 35) [1/6/2011 12:32:19 PM]

http://photos.state.gov/galleries/frankfurt/9318/2009_hello_world/
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/american_friendship_art.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/american_friendship_art.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/winds_of_change.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/winds_of_change.html


Selected Events July - December 2009 - Consulate General Frankfurt, Germany

joined forces in organizing their annual seminar 
on American politics at the Fridtjof-Nansen 
Academy in Ingelheim.  This year’s seminar dealt 
with the topic “Winds of Change – The Key 
Issues of American Politics under President 
Barack Obama” and attracted over 30 
participants from a wide spectrum of professional 
fields.  Prof. Paul Rundquist (University of Halle-
Wittenberg), Dr.  Stormy-Annika Mildner 
(Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, Berlin), Prof. 
Dr. Sebastian Harnisch (University of 
Heidelberg), and Dr. Christian Lammert 
(University of Frankfurt) analyzed the general 
power balance between the White House and 
Congress, Obama’s foreign, economic and 
environmental policies as well as the health care 
reform debate. 

Charles Kupchan discusses 
transatlantic relations 
September 17, 2009. The U.S. 
Consulate General and the 
Peace Research Institute 
Frankfurt (PRIF) invited 
the internationally 

renowned political scientist Charles Kupchan 
from Georgetown University to discuss 
transatlantic relations at PRIF.  In his lecture and 
discussion with over 40 political experts, 
Kupchan focused on the changes of U.S. foreign 
policy under the Obama administration and how 
these changes affected transatlantic relations.  
Although in principle optimistic about the future 
of the relationship, he was worried about a lack 
of bipartisan congressional support for Obama’s 
policies and about a renationalization of EU 
politics.

Ambassador Murphy Visits IAA 

September 17, 2009. Together 
with Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
Minister President of Hessen 
Roland Koch, Lord Mayor of the 
City of Frankfurt Petra Roth, 
President of the German 

Association of the Automotive Industry Matthias Wissmann, and 
300 other invited guests, Ambassador Philip D. Murphy 
attended the official opening ceremony of the International 
Automobile Show (IAA) on September 17. After the ceremony 
Ambassador Murphy started his walk-through of the IAA and 
met representatives of several U.S. companies. His walk-
through concluded with a test drive of the Tesla Roadster 
together with Diarmuid O'Connell, Vice President of Business 
Development for Tesla. | Photo gallery
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Frankfurt Kick-Off for 

Ambassador Murphy 

September 16, 2009. On his first 
official visit to Frankfurt, 
Ambassador Philip D. Murphy took 
the opportunity to attend the 

season opening press conference of 1. FFC Frankfurt, one of 
Germany’s leading women’s soccer clubs.  Ambassador Murphy, 
a passionate soccer fan and co-owner of the Sky Blue soccer 
team, this year’s U.S. national champion, met with the three U.
S. players of 1. FFC Frankfurt: Ally Krieger, Gina Lewandowski, 
and Emily Means. The Ambassador attended the friendly 
between 1. FFC Frankfurt and French national champion 
Olympique Lyon that afternoon at the Stadion am 
Brenatonabad, together with the leadership of 1. FFC Frankfurt, 
Frankfurt City Treasurer Uwe Becker as well as French Consul 
General Dr. Henry Reynaud and U.S. Consul General Ned Alford. 
| Photo gallery

Ambassador meets Frankfurt 

consulate staff 

September 16, 2009. Ambassador 
Murphy greeted staff of the U.S. 
Consulate General in Frankfurt in a 
Town Hall meeting on his first 
official trip to Frankfurt, the city he 
lived in while working for Goldman 
Sachs the 1990s. He emphasized 
how delighted he was to be back in 
Germany and particularly in his 
former hometown. Frankfurt hosts 
the largest U.S. Consulate in the 
world and over 30 government 
agencies are represented with 
offices. Ambassador Murphy laid 

out his major goals for continuing and strengthening the 
German-American relations focusing especially on the young 
German generation born after the fall of the Wall and taking 
advantage of the popularity of President Obama in Germany.

Annual American Citizen 
Information Night Draws a 

Crowd 
September 15, 2009.  Several 
hundred American citizens 
came to the Consulate to 
learn about the wide range 
of consular and other 

services provided to the 
local American community by the State 
Department and other agencies such as the IRS, 
the Social Security Administration and the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Service.  Consul 
General Ned Alford and Consular Section Chief 
Lawrence Mire welcomed the attendees. The 
event also featured a Community Groups Fair in 
which over 35 local organizations, including 
churches, schools and social clubs, participated.  
In addition, guests were treated to a live square 
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dance performance by the Beaux and Belles 
Square Dance Club of Frankfurt.  The event 
provided a great opportunity to exchange 
information, ideas and helpful tips for Americans 
living in the Frankfurt area.  (More)

Iftar inspires love and laughter 

September 14, 2009. To celebrate 
Ramadan, Deputy Principal Officer 
Doria Rosen hosted an Iftar for 40 
women of diverse ethnic and 
religious backgrounds. The 
evening’s entertainment was 
opened with a poetry recitation 

presented by Shogufa Malekyar, both of her own work and that 
of Persian poet Rumi. Stand-up comedian Senay Duscu brought 
tears of laughter to the eyes of the women with her stellar 
performance poking fun of Turkish, German, Afghan and 
American lifestyles and common prejudices. After breaking the 
fast, the women enjoyed thoughtful poems about love and 
relationships written and presented by Nadia Qani. The evening 
was filled with excellent conversation, networking opportunities, 
and much laughter.

The legacy of Mickey Mouse at 

Lucas Film Festival in Frankfurt  

September 11-12, 2009. U.S. 
filmmaker and Academy Award 
nominee Leslie Iwerks fascinated a 
captive audience of filmmakers 

and an interested public at the 32. LUCAS International 
Children’s Film Festival in Frankfurt with stories about her 
grandfather Ub Iwerks, companion of Walt Disney, designer and 
co-creator of Mickey Mouse. Iwerks presented two of her 
documentary films, “The Hand behind the Mouse – the Ub 
Iwerks Story”, and “The Pixar Story”, which chronicles the 
history, business, artistic triumphs and challenges of Pixar 
Animation Studios and the computer animation art form they 
pioneered. LUCAS International Children’s Film Festival 
organized by the German Film Institute (DIF) is the longest-
running children’s film festival in Germany and presents 
artistically and thematically worthy films, which make foreign 
cultures understandable.

Consulate Community 
Remembers 9/11 
September 11, 2009. Staff of 
the Frankfurt Consulate 
honored the victims of 
terrorism of September 
11, 2001 in a candle-
lighting ceremony on 
Friday afternoon, 
September 11, 2009.   
Consul General Ned Alford 
called for a moment of 
silence in honor of those 
who had lost their lives in 

the attacks, reminding the mourners of the 
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sacrifice made by the many heroes of September 
11  and the efforts of those working to prevent 
similar acts from ever occurring again.  
President Obama: Proclamation "Patriot Day and 
National Day of Service and Remembrance"

Discussion of Obama 
Administration in Kassel 

September 4, 2009. The U.S. 
Consulate General 
Frankfurt and the Friedrich-
Ebert-Foundation 
organized a lecture by 
American political scientist 

Dr. Andrew Denison, Director of Transatlantic 
Networks, on “New Directions of U.S. 
Government Policies – Are Hopes Coming 
True?”in Kassel.  Almost 100 guests came out on 
a rainy Friday night to discuss the policies of the 
new administration.  Denison explained the 
nature of the tough choices the Obama White 
House is facing and engaged the audience in a 
lively discussion of the impact of the election of 
Barack Obama on transatlantic relations.

Farewell to an Icon of German 
American Friendship 
September 8, 2009. On 
September 8th, Consul 
General Ned Alford bid 
farewell to Dr. Ulrich 
Bachteler, who served as 
Director of the Deutsch-

Amerikanische Zentrum (DAZ)/ James-F.-Byrnes-
Institut in Stuttgart for fourteen years.  Prior to 
his appointment, he was Program Director of the 
Amerika Haus from 1988 through 1995.  Mr. 
Alford presented Dr. Bachteler with the 
“Ambassador’s Certificate of Appreciation” and 
extended the sincere gratitude and appreciation 
of the Department of State and its Mission to 
Germany for Dr. Bachteler’s unwavering 
commitment to the German-American 
partnership throughout the challenges of the 
past twenty-one years.  On behalf of Minister 
President Oettinger, Baden Württemberg’s 
Cabinet Member Prof. Dr. Claudia Hübner 
awarded Dr. Bachteler with the prestigious 
Staufer Medal, the highest order of merit of the 
state of Baden-Württemberg.  The farewell 
celebration also served as a welcome to the 
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DAZ’s new Director Michael Weißenborn.    
Africom Commander General William E. Ward 
and Vice Admiral Richard K. Gallagher welcomed 
the over  two hundred German and American 
friends of the DAZ  to the reception at Kelley 
Barracks in Stuttgart  and expressed their 
appreciation for Dr. Bachteler’s service and 
commitment to the German American 
relationship. (More)

My home is my castle - Sheri 
Warshauer exhibit opens in 

Frankfurt 

September 2, 2009. Deputy 
Principal Officer Doria 
Rosen spoke at the 
opening of the Sheri 

Warshauer exhibit on September 2, at the Davis 
Klemm Gallery in Frankfurt.   Ms. Warshauer has 
won multiple awards for her works, which focus 
on architecture and homes.   Ms. Rosen praised 
the paintings in the exhibit “My home is my 
castle” as reflecting not only the vision of the 
artist but also underscoring the creativity of the 
homeowner.   The exhibit will continue through 
October 24.  

DPO Doria Rosen Conveys the 
President’s Ramadan Greetings 

at Iftar at State Chancellery in 

Stuttgart 

August 31, 2009. Deputy 
Principal Officer Doria 
Rosen addressed an 
audience of some 50 

participants at an Iftar hosted by Baden-
Württemberg’s Justice Minister Prof. Dr. Ulrich 
Goll at the state chancellery in Stuttgart on 
August 31.  Ms. Rosen conveyed President 
Obama’s Ramadan greetings and talked about 
Ramadan traditions in the United States.  She 
also quoted parts of the president’s speech in 
Cairo, where he had sought a new beginning 
between the United States and Muslims around 
the world earlier this year.  Other speakers 
included Dr. Goll as deputy minister president, 
Imam Abdelmalik Hibaoui, the Turkish Consul 
General Ümit Yardim, as well as Turkish-German 
author Nilgün Tasman.  Print copies of the state 
department publication “Obama in Cairo: A 
Commemorative Transcript” and the 2010 
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Richness & Diversity Gratuity Calendars with 
powerful images depicting the convergence of 
Eastern and Western art that Ms. Rosen brought 
as gifts were well received. 

“Touch ’n Go” Wows Crowd at 

Museumsuferfest 

August 29 and 30, 2009. U.S. Air 
Force Band “Touch’n’Go” wowed 
audiences with their performances 
of rock and Motown at the 
Museumsuferfest in Frankfurt on 
August 29 and 30. Newly-arrived 

Consul General Ned Alford greeted the dense crowd on August 
30, while Deputy Principal Officer Doria Rosen did the honors on 
August 29 on the stage of the Journal Frankfurt, which joined 
the Consulate and the English Theatre in sponsoring the 
band. The English Theatre, the largest English-language theatre 
on the European Continent, is celebrating its 30th anniversary 
this year. On both days, the band attracted a packed crowd who 
came to listen and dance.

New Consul General Meets Lord 

Mayor Roth and City Council 

Chairman Bührmann 

August 26, 2009. Frankfurt Lord 
Mayor Petra Roth and City Council 
Chairman Karlheinz Bührmann met 
the new Consul General Edward M. 
(Ned) Alford at Frankfurt City Hall 
on August 26. Lord Mayor Roth 
presented Consul General Alford 
two china espresso cups made in 
Hoechst for “his first Frankfurt 
coffee”. Mr. Alford had assumed 

charge of the U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt on August 19, 2009. Prior to his assignment 
to Frankfurt, Mr. Alford served in Washington, Baghdad, 
Islamabad, Moscow,  Rome, Dhaka, Windhoek, Addis Ababa, 
Leningrad, Nairobi, and Manama.  Mr. Alford is looking forward 
to being in Frankfurt again: When he served in the military in 
Augsburg 1975-1976 where he worked as a German translator, 
he had spent his first night in Germany at “Gutleutkaserne” in 
Frankfurt.

Consul General Alford Attends Frankfurt Iftar 

August 26, 2009. Consul General Ned Alford attended an Iftar 
given by the Turkish-German Health Foundation in Frankfurt on 
August 26. At the Iftar, Dr. Ysar Bilgin, as Chairman of the 
foundation, introduced Minister President Koch and presented 
him with gifts to honor the occasion. The Minister President 
spoke about progress made in Hessen in the education and 
integration of students whose families had immigrated to 
Germany and the urgent need for this progress to accelerate.

New Consul General has 

assumed charge in Frankfurt 

August 24, 2009. Consul General 
Edward (Ned) M. Alford, a career 
Foreign Service Officer, class of 
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Minister Counselor, assumed 
charge of the U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt on August 19, 
2009. Prior to his assignment to 
Frankfurt Edward (Ned) M. Alford, 
a career Foreign Service Officer, 
class of Minister Counselor, served 
as Chief of Staff to the Under 
Secretary for Management at the 
Department of State in 
Washington D.C. He joined the 
Department of State in December 
1978. His previous assignments 
overseas include Management 
Counselor at the Embassies in 

Baghdad and Islamabad, 
Management Minister Counselor Moscow, General Services 
Officer in Rome and Dhaka, Management Officer in Windhoek, 
Addis Ababa, and Leningrad, Information Systems Officer 
Nairobi, as well as Consular Officer Manama, Bahrain. At the 
Department of State in Washington D.C. he served as Executive 
Director of the Bureaus of Near East Asia and South Central 
Asian Affairs, Senior Advisor to the Under Secretary for 
Management, and Post Management Officer for East Africa. 
(More)

Frankfurt Celebrates the Blues  

August 20, 2009. American blues 
singers Harriet Lewis and Tommie 
Harris together with the Bluesnight 
Band unleashed blues power at a 
sold out open air concert entitled 
“Blues – Sunny Side Up” at 
Frankfurts Palmengarten on 

August 20. Lutz Fischer from media partner Frankfurter 
Rundschau greeted the enthusiastic crowd, among them newly 
arrived Consul General Edward Alford and Dr. Matthias Jenny, 
director of the Palmengarten. This year’s concert was the ninth 
event in an annual series of blues concerts co-sponsored by the 
Consulate, the Palmengarten, and Frankfurter Rundschau. On 
the hottest day of the year, an overflow outdoor audience of 
more than 1200 celebrated these top quality blues artists from 
Germany and the U.S. with standing ovations after two and a 
half hours of finest music. Going back to their gospel roots, 
Harriet Lewis and Tommie Harris ended the evening with a 
haunting a cappella rendition of “Amazing Grace”. (More) | 
Photo Gallery

Gießen – Waterloo, Iowa  

August 15, 2009. On August 
15th, Sister Cities 
Assocation Gießen - 
Waterloo, Iowa, presented 
information on the 
partnership during the 
annual "Stadtfest Gießen". 
The towns have been 
sister cities since 1981. 

Members of the association staffed an 
information booth and talked to Gießen citizens 
about their activities, including their recent trip 
to Waterloo, Iowa. They were joined by the U.S. 
Consulate General Frankfurt. Visitors tested their 
knowledge of the United States with a USA quiz 
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and had their questions on exchange 
opportunities and visa answered. They picked up 
information on the services of the U.S. Consulate 
Public Affairs Section, upcoming events and 
EducationUSA Frankfurt.

Marburg celebrated Thorpe Cup 
2009 
August 8 & 9, 2009. German 
and U.S. decathletes and 
heptathletes competed 
against each other to win 
the 2009 Thorpe Cup in 
Marburg on August 8 and 

9. The binational competition is named after the 
American athlete and famous Olympic medal 
winner Jim Thorpe who won both new two multi-
event disciplines decathlon and pentathlon at the 
Summer Olympics in Stockholm in 1912. The 
Thorpe Cup takes place alternately in Germany 
and the U.S. every year. Supported by the U.S. 
Consulate General Frankfurt, this year’s 
competition attracted more than 3,000 visitors 
who cheered for the American and German 
teams. | more

Farewell to “Windows on 
America” Group from 

Ludwigshafen 
August 3, 2009.  Public Affairs 
Officer Jeanine Collins bid 
farewell to the “Windows 
on America” group from 
the Pestalozzi Hauptschule 

in Ludwigshafen on August 3, 2009.  Meeting 
with the nine excited students and their two 
teachers at the Frankfurt airport, Ms. Collins 
wished them a wonderful experience in the 
United States and encouraged them to make 
many new friends during their trip.  The students 
will travel to the United States for a twelve-day 
trip, visiting American cities such as New York, 
Washington, DC, and Charlotte, North Carolina. 
While on this trip, the students will be exposed 
to all aspects of American culture and daily life 
by visiting American museums and monuments, 
meeting with American youth groups, and 
participating in home stays with American 
families. (More) 
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DHS Deputy Secretary Lute 

tours Frankfurt Airport’s 

biometric border control system 

July 21, 2009. Department of 
Homeland Security Deputy 
Secretary Jane Holl Lute received a 
guided tour and demonstration of 
Frankfurt airport’s pilot system for 
automated biometric border 
controls by German federal police 
on July 21, 2009.  A similar system 
is currently being piloted at several 
U.S. airports and Deputy Secretary 
Lute discussed her experiences 
with her German counterparts. 

Frankfurt is the first German airport to operate such a voluntary 
automated biometric system, which uses machine-readable 
passport data and an iris scan to identify previously registered 
passengers. Currently about 23,000 travelers have voluntarily 
registered with the system, which helps expedite border 
controls as well as enhance security.

Consulate Interns Attend 

International Climate Change 

Conference 

July 12-19, 2009. Consulate 
interns Katelyn Andell and Katie 
Kyle participated in the UNESCO 
World Youth Festival, which took 

place from July 12 to 19 in Stuttgart. The event included a two 
day conference on climate change, during which the participants 
developed their ideas about climate change and suggestions for 
sustainable living into a “Stuttgart Statement.” The participants 
presented the statement to the Lord Mayor of Stuttgart, 
Wolfgang Schuster, at the conference’s final ceremony. Young 
people from 190 countries took part in the festival, enjoying 
such events as a tour of the Mercedes-Benz Museum, a sports 
day, and a screening of Al Gore’s film An Inconvenient Truth.

Classic Jazz Rock at the 

Palmengarten  

July 16, 2009. A unique trio of U.
S. jazz artists Larry Coryell 
(guitar), Alphonse Mouzon (drums) 
and Joey DeFrancesco (B3 organ) 
filled the Frankfurt Palmengarten 
with the sounds of classic jazz rock 
on a beautiful summer evening. An 
overflow outdoor audience of 

nearly 1000 came to listen to the three exceptional musicians, 
who performed as part of the annual series of open air concerts 
at the Frankfurt botanical gardens. “Jazz at the Palmengarten”, 
under the artistic direction of Jazzinitiative Frankfurt e.V. and 
partly co-sponsored by the U.S. Consulate General, is the 
world’s longest running open air jazz series and celebrates its 
5oth anniversary this year. An upcoming highlight of this 
summer’s concerts will be “Blues at the Palmengarten” on 
August 20 featuring Harriet Lewis, the Bluesnight Band and 
special guest Tommie Harris. (More) | Palmengarten Concert 
Program (pdf)

U.S. Mission to Germany 
supports multimedia project on 
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Jewish history July 15, 2009.  

At a luncheon hosted by 
the Jewish Community, 
Public Affairs Officer 
Jeanine Collins welcomed 
a diverse group of 

teachers from the United States, Germany, 
Hungary, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, and 
Turkey to Frankfurt on July 16th.  The teachers 
participate in a week-long seminar organized by 
the Vienna-based non-government organization 
“Centropa.” Centropa uses advanced 
technologies to preserve Jewish memory in 
Central and Eastern Europe, the former Soviet 
Union, the Balkans and the Baltic’s, and then 
uses those same technologies to disseminate 
their findings in creative and innovative ways. | 
more 

Bridging Cultural Differences 

July 12,2009. Interns of the 
Consulate’s Public Affairs section 
met with participants of the 
German-American Internship 
Exchange of the Steuben-Schurz-
Gesellschaft e.V. on July 12 to 

learn more about cultural differences between Germany and the 
U.S. and about living in Germany. After greeting the group, 
Steuben-Schurz-Gesellschaft’s President Dr. Ingrid Gräfin zu 
Solms-Wildenfels, Public Affairs Officer Jeanine Collins and 
Steuben-Schurz-Gesellschaft's U.S. interns program coordinator 
Juliane Adameit discussed the challenges and opportunities of 
living and learning in foreign countries.  The lively discussion 
was followed by a city walk tour of Frankfurt and a barbeque at 
the Main river.

Deputy Principal Officer Doria 

Rosen Welcomes Participants 

of RISE-Program  

July 9, 2009. Deputy Principal 
Officer Doria Rosen welcomed to 
Heidelberg over 350 American, 
British, and Canadian participants 

in the “Research Internships in 
Science and Engineering” (RISE) program, which facilitates 
exchange of science and culture.  She emphasized the 
importance of international cooperation in the sciences, as well 
as the unique experiences the scholars will have conducting 
research in German universities and research institutions. This 
year the RISE program, which grants scholarships to 
undergraduate science students from the United States, 
Canada, and the United Kingdom to work with German 
researchers, celebrates its fifth anniversary.  This is also the 
first year that German students will travel to the United States.  
Following the opening exercises in Heidelberg, the students will 
travel to their research posts at labs and universities all over 
Germany.
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Click here to enlarge

Surprise Party for Consul 

General Jo Ellen Powell at 

English Theatre 

July 8, 2009. Consul General Jo 
Ellen Powell was stunned and 
surprised to find over 100 friends 
standing behind a closed curtain 
on the stage of the English Theatre 
in Frankfurt who then suddenly 
chimed in on Brenda Rae’s singing 
of “I did it my way”. A group of 
friends led by English Theatre 
director Daniel Nicolai had planned 
this surprise farewell party for Jo 
Ellen Powell over the last couple of 
months. The program included 
piano pieces by Chopin and 

Beethoven performed by Darius and Samira Maleki, as well as 
German, American and French songs performed by singers of 
the Frankfurt Opera. After the exclusive show, the farewell 
party continued in the James Bar with a Viennese Waltz and 
classic rock and pop songs that had everyone, including the 
Consul General, out on the dance floor. The English Theatre was 
fabulously decorated with German and American colors, with 
just a hint of French colors as Jo Ellen Powell will join her 
husband and son in Paris after leaving Frankfurt. A slide show of 
over 200 photos showed highlights of Jo Ellen Powell’s three 
year service as Consul General. All the guests deeply regretted 
Jo Ellen Powell’s departure and many have already invited her 
back for private visits to Frankfurt.

Click here to enlarge

Pulitzer Prize Winners Take 

Frankfurt on an Exciting 

Journey from Fact to Fiction in 

Historical Literature 

July 7, 2009. Deputy Principal 
Officer Doria Rosen and Library 
Director Thomas Schweier 
welcomed the “dream team of the 
historical novel” (Frankfurter 
Rundschau) Geraldine Brooks and 

her husband Tony Horwitz as well as some sixty interested 
attendees to the Bibliothekszentrum Frankfurt-Sachsenhausen 
on July 7th.  Geraldine Brooks introduced her latest historical 
fiction novel “People of the Book”, which tells the story of the 
Sarajevo Haggadah, one of the oldest surviving Jewish 
illuminated texts.  Tony Horwitz read from his newest book, “A 
Voyage Long and Strange: On the Trail of Vikings, 
Conquistadors, Lost Colonists, and Other Adventurers in Early 
America.”  After their readings, the writers engaged the 
enthusiastic audience in a lively discussion on “History in 
Literature: Fact and Fiction” and shared experiences from their 
time as journalists, when they covered crisis regions all over the 
world for newspapers and magazines like the Wall Street 
Journal and the New Yorker. (More)

Consul General Jo Ellen Powell 
Hosts Independence Day 

Reception 
July 2, 2009. On July 2, 
Consul General Jo Ellen 
Powell hosted Frankfurt’s 
official July 4th event at 
her residence.  After the 
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presentation of the colors 
by the Marine Embassy 
Guard, Juandalynn 
Abernathy sang both the 
German and American 
national anthems.  Ms. 
Abernathy is the daughter 
of Ralph Abernathy, an 
American civil rights 
activist and leader and a 
close associate of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  Consul 

General Jo Ellen Powell welcomed over 150 
guests from local and state governments and 
cultural, educational, and financial institutions.   
In her remarks celebrating the 233rd 
Independence Day, Ms. Powell reflected on her 
time as Consul General in Frankfurt.  She 
thanked her colleagues at the Consulate for 
having the honor to serve with them and 
expressed her gratitude for meeting so many 
interesting people and gaining their friendship.  | 
Photogallery

Farewells for Consul General Jo 

Ellen Powell in Stuttgart and 

Tübingen 

July 1, 2009. The German-
American Institutes in Stuttgart 
and Tübingen said farewell to 
Consul General Jo Ellen Powell 

during their annual Fourth of July receptions on July 1. In 
Stuttgart, State Interior Minister Rech thanked Consul General 
Powell in the name of Minister President Oettinger for her 
tireless engagement on behalf of German-American relations in 
the state of Baden-Württemberg. U.S. Admiral James G. 
Stavridis, the new NATO Commander in Chief and Commander 
of the U.S.-European Command in Stuttgart, joined some 500 
guests at the reception who bid farewell to the Consul General 
in a very moving ceremony, saying “not Good-bye but Auf 
Wiedersehen.” In Tübingen, Lord Mayor Boris Palmer, an 
alumnus of the State Department's International Leadership 
Program and deputy board president of the German-American 
Institute, emphasized the strong commitment of Jo Ellen Powell 
to Tübingen. The school band of Hauptschule Innenstadt 
thanked Jo Ellen Powell for their 2008 trip to the United States 
with the 'Windows on America' program by playing their latest 
songs. Another hit of the summer reception at the idyllic Kloster 
Bebenhausen was the concert by Juandalynn Abernathy, who 
performed classic German and American songs as well as some 
American gospels.

For previous programs and events please click here.
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