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Stuttgart celebrates Independence 

Day 

June 30, 2010. The James-F.-Byrnes 
Institute Stuttgart organized an 
Independence Day reception on June 
30. Deputy Principal Officer Doria 
Rosen delivered a greeting, in which 
she urged that the legacy of the 

founding fathers – that strong partnerships and prosperous 
democracies are only the result of a continuous struggle and hard 
work – be passed on to future generations. More than 300 guests, 
among them Baden-Württemberg’s Science Minister Prof. Dr. Peter 
Frankenberg, state politicians, business people, representatives of 
EUCOM, AFRICOM and the city of Stuttgart, enjoyed an American 
style Independence Day celebration including a EUCOM Color Guard 
and USAREUR Woodwind Quintet music mixed with traditional 
German food and drinks.

Fourth of July celebrations in 

Tübingen 

June 30, 2010. Consul General Edward 
M. Alford and Public Affairs Officer 
Jeanine Collins attended the 

annual Fouth of July summer reception of the D.A.I. Tübingen at 
Kloster Bebenhausen on June 30. Over 400 guests celebrated 
 Independence Day and the successful work of the German American 
Institute, which received a certificate for their recently introduced 
quality management system. Before the reception, Consul General 
met with long time members and supporters of the D.A.I. for an 
exclusive talk about German-American relations. In the afternoon, 
Public Affairs Officer Jeanine Collins met with American students of 
the "Rent an American" program for a workshop on "Influencing 
Ideas and Ideals. How diplomats and citizen diplomats impact their 
audience".

USA Info in great demand at 
education fairs in Frankfurt and 

Darmstadt 

June 25, 26 & 29, 2010. 
Information on exchange 
opportunities with the U.S. 
was in great demand at the 
“Bildunghochzwei” in 

Frankfurt and during “International Day” at the 
University of Applied Sciences Darmstadt. Overall, 
more than 300 visitors came to the EducationUSA/U.
S. Consulate General Frankfurt booth during the two 
events and asked about studying on the 
undergraduate and graduat level and interning in 
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the U.S. The University of Applied Sciences hosted 
the “International Day” to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the start of the internationalization of 
the University. In his opening remarks, President Dr. 
Ralph Stengler emphasized the importance of 
international experience in todays globalized world.  
Within the next five years, all univesrity 
departments need to have set-up at least one 
international exchange program.

Shattering stereotypes at the 2010 

USA-Interns Seminar 

June 27, 2010. On June 27 Public 
Affairs Officer Jeanine Collins spoke at 
the Intercultural Orientation Seminar of 
the 2010 USA-Interns program of the 

Steuben-Schurz-Society. The program matches German and 
American students with internship opportunities in the U.S. and 
Germany, respectively. Dr. Ingrid Gräfin zu Solms-Wildenfels, 
President of the Steuben-Schurz-Society, welcomed the interns and 
noted that USA-Interns is the organization’s hallmark annual 
program. PAO Collins remarked on the importance of intercultural 
exchange for both personal enrichment and a form of people to 
people diplomacy. She then led a joint discussion with Program 
Coordinator Juliane Adameit about cultural differences between 
Germans and Americans. The Steuben-Schurz-Society was founded 
in 1948 to promote German-American relations and international 
understanding. The society’s namesakes, Friedrich Wilhelm von 
Steuben and Carl Schurz, are important German figures in American 
history.

New Perspectives on the Berlin 
Crisis 

June 22-23, 2010. Dr. William 
Smyser of Georgetown 
University gave a lecture on 
"Kennedy, Khrushchev and 

the Berlin Crisis - A New Perspective" at the 
Stadtsparkasse in Kaiserslautern and to history 
students at the Johannes-Gutenberg-Universität 
Mainz.  Dr. Smyser had worked at the U.S. Mission 
in Berlin after 1960 to report on developments in 
East Germany and in Berlin itself. When General 
Lucius D. Clay became President John F. Kennedy's 
personal representative in Berlin, he made Dr. 
Smyser his special assistant.  As a historian, 
eyewitness and actively involved diplomat, Smyser 
captured the attention of his audiences with a 
fascinating account, rich with personal anecdotes, of 
the dramatic events of the Berlin crisis.  Based on 
new sources held in the John F. Kennedy Library in 
Boston, personal memories and communication with 
leading actors or those close to them, such as 
Krushchev's son Sergej, Smyser offered new 
perspectives on the background of the events.  For 
example, he emphasized that the Cuban missile 
crisis was closely linked to the Sovjet-American 
dispute over Berlin and Allied rights and that 
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President Kennedy's famous visit to Berlin grew, at 
least partly, out of a deep concern of a German-
French alliance at the expense of the German-
American partnership.

Consul General Alford Special Guest 

at Point Alpha Prize Award 

Ceremony 

June 17, 2010. Consul General Edward 
Alford, Deputy Principal Officer Doria 

Rosen, and Public Affairs Officer Jeanine Collins attended the 2010 
Point-Alpha-Prize award ceremony on June 17. Former German 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt was honored with the prestigious award 
for his contributions to the creation of the Conference for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (now the OSCE) and for his leadership in 
achieving the famous NATO Double-Track Decision of 1979. The ex-
chancellor, 91, used the opportunity to comment on the need for 
Germany to practice good-neighbor policies with its smaller partners 
within the European Union. | (More)

“Main Deutschland” and My 

America  

June 16, 2010. On June 16, Consul 
General Edward Alford was the guest 
speaker at the “Main Deutschland” 
event organized by the World Media 

Group. Consul General Alford spoke about immigrant integration in 
the U.S., emphasizing that education is the key to achieving 
peaceful, pluralistic societies. He then answered questions from the 
audience and posed the question “What can America do better?” The 
monthly Main Deutschland event hosts speakers at the Turkish 
media group’s offices in Offenbach to discuss the current state of 
identity, multiculturalism, and cooperation in Germany and abroad.

Heppenheim goes USA – Sister 
Cities Partnership Association and 

Consulate offer USA Infosession  

June 16, 2010. For the first time, 
EducationUSA/U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt held an 
evening information session 

on studying and working in the United States at the 
Starkenburg Gymnasium. Despite the ongoing World 
Soccer Championship, 20 high school students, their 
parents and teachers used the opportunity to learn 
about exchange opportunities, from organizing a 
high school year abroad to working as an Au Pair 
and attending college in the U.S. The audience 
picked up information material on the United States, 
EducationUSA and services of the U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt. The Heppenheim-West Bend 
partnership was officially founded in 2004. 
Exchanges in the fields of culture, education, 
business and other areas are at the forefront of this 
friendship.
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Consul General Alford at the 

Hessian Parliament 

June 15, 2010. At the invitation of 
Deutsche Atlantische Gesellschaft und 
Hessischer Landtag, Consul General 
Edward Alford spoke about the past, 
present and future of transatlantic 
relations. Roughly 300 invited guests 

from all walks of life, among them Hessen’s political leaders and 
businessmen, listened to CG Alford’s remarks at the Hessischer 
Landtag. In his speech, Edward Alford discussed today’s multi-polar 
multi-issue global environment, challenges for NATO and 
international security, climate change policy, and the 
interdependence of international trade and financial markets. The 
evening event provided a welcome opportunity to exchange ideas on 
the future of German-American relations.

A personal view of the President 

and First Lady 

June 15, 2010. The U.S. Consulate 
General and the Friedrich-Ebert-
Foundation jointly organized a lecture 
by Dr. Christoph von Marschall, 
Washington correspondent of the Berlin-

baed Tagesspiegel, on "Stronger as a Team: Michelle and Barack 
Obama" at the Plansecur GmbH in Kassel. Von Marschall illiustrated 
how the couple's personalities and biographies had complemented 
each other thus making their success in the 2008 presidential 
elections possible. He also analyzed the political, cultural and media 
environemt in which they had risen to power and now have to 
grapple with as President and First Lady.

Dancing to Connect in Frankfurt 

Dazzles 

June 14, 2010. The 2010 Dancing to 
Connect program, which partners 
German students with American 
dancers from the Battery Dance 

Company and Drastic Action dance companies, dazzled a packed 
house in the Titus-Halle, home of the Deutsche Bank Skyliners 
basketball team, on June 14.  Students from five area schools 
presented dance pieces and techniques cultivated during a week of 
workshops with the professional dancers and Masters students from 
the Hochschule für Musik und Darstellende Kunst.  Consul General 
Edward Alford, Public Affairs Officer Jeanine Collins, and Battery 
Dance Company Artistic Director Jonathan Hollander introduced the 
unique program and gave their compliments to all participants for 
their hard work. Photo gallery | Photos by Anna Meuer | (Mehr) 

Technical University Darmstadt 
goes abroad 

June 10, 2010. The U.S. 
Consulate Frankfurt’s 
EducationUSA participated in 
the “Go Out " information fair 
organized by the international 

office of the Technical University Darmsatdt. The fair 
featured 12 countries and regions in which the TU 
Darmstadt has partner universities and exchange 
programs. 150 students came to the EducationUSA 
booth and ask questions on going to the United 
States for studying or an internship. 
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A Local World Cup Preview 

June 10, 2010. The U-14 team of the 
Henry County Thunder Soccer Club 96, 
one of the largest youth soccer clubs in 
Georgia, USA, took on Frankfurt’s 
Makkabi soccer team in an exciting and 

high-class friendly match on June 10 in Frankfurt. The final score 
was 2-2. Former German professional player Jürgen Mauer (FSV 
Mainz 05 and SV Darmstadt 98) coaches the Thunder. Consul 
General Edward Alford hosted a barbeque celebration at his home 
following the game for all players, coaches, and their family 
members.  The Thunder will be in Germany until June 21, 
participating in a number of tournaments and friendly games against 
teams from Mainz, Karlsruhe, Hannover, Wiesbaden, and others. | 
Photo Gallery

U.S. Military View of Climate 

Change as Security Threat 

June 10, 2010. The U.S. Consulate 
General, Frankfurt University's Center 
for North American Studies and the 
Montagsgesellschaft e.V. jointly 
organized a lecture by ret. Vice Admiral 

Dennis McGinn on "Climate Change and Oil Dependence: A Matter of 
National and Global Security" at the Campus Westend. During 35 
years with the U.S. Navy, McGinn had served, among others, as 
commander of the U.S. Third Fleet in the Pacific and as Deputy Chief 
of Naval Operations for Warfare Requirements and Programs at the 
Pentagon. He explained that the U.S. military views climate change 
and dependence on oil as a serious national and global security 
threat and that the U.S Navy has started to shift towards an 
increasing use of renewable energy in the fueling of ships. This 
assessment has impacted on the political and public debate about U.
S. climate change legislation now pending in the U.S. Senate.

Young biotech research students 

welcomed at German Cancer 

Research Center in Heidelberg 

June 9, 2010. Consul General Edward 
M. Alford welcomed three secondary 
school students from the South 

Carolina Governor’s School for Science and Mathematics (SCGSSM) 
for a research program at the German Cancer Research Center in 
Heidelberg. The students are participants in the 'Research Exchange 
Scholars Program – International Research Opportunities for 
Talented Secondary School Students', a unique partnership program 
between the South Carolina Governor’s School for Science and 
Mathematics and Johanna-Wittum-Schule in Pforzheim. The program 
which is funded by the Roche Group gives sixteen-year-old 
secondary students the opportunity to do six weeks of scientific 
research under the direction and mentorship of senior university or 
industrial scientists. This year, the American students will work with 
researchers from the German Cancer Research Center. The three 
German students from Pforzheim and their families are currently 
hosting the American students, and will travel to South Carolina for 
their research program in August.

2010 Dancing to Connect Kick-off in 
Frankfurt 

June 6, 2010. Ten dancers from 
the New York-based 
companies Battery Dance 
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Company and Drastic Action 
arrived in Frankfurt on June 6, 
kicking off the 2010 Dancing 
to Connect program.  Dancing 
to Connect brings together 
more than 100 youth from 
five schools in the region for 

weeklong workshops conducted by the American 
dancers in tandem with local Masters students from 
the Hochschule für Musik and Darstellende Kunst.   
Upon their arrival in Frankfurt, 
the dancers met at the Otto 
Hahn School with the Masters 
students and teachers from 
the participating schools:  
Otto Hahn School and Ernst 
Reuter School in Frankfurt, 
Theodor Heuss School in Offenbach, Wilhelm 
Heinrich von Riehl School and Wolfram von 
Eschenbach School in Wiesbaden.  Following the 
week of workshops, the project will culminate in a 
final performance by the students and dancers on 
Monday, June 14, at 11:00 a.m. in the Titus-Halle in 
Frankfurt.  

Smart Grid Entrepreneur at Kassel 
University 

June 7, 2010. Sponsored by the 
U.S. Consulate General 
Frankfurt, Alexis Ringwald, co-
founder of Valence Energy in 
the Silicon Valley, gave a 
presentation on "Efficient 

Energy Management in Buildings, Neigborhoods and 
Communities" at Kassel University's Center for 
Environmental Systems Research. After graduating 
with a dual B.A. and Master of Environmental 
Management from Yale University, she co-organized 
a Climate Solutions Road Tour to travel 2,400 miles 
across India in solar electric cars with a solar rock 
band to document the best solutions to climate 
change. In an expert roundtable hosted by Prof. Dr. 
Andreas Ernst, Ringwald explained her company's 
solutions for significantly reducing energy costs in 
buildings and networks of buildings through a 
sophisticated software system developed in 
partnerhship with Cisco Systems.

Consul General Alford on Soccer 

Diplomacy Tour 

June 6, 2010. Consul General Edward 
M. Alford joined over 100 players and 
fans for the “Mini-World-Cup” 
tournament in Oppenheim, where 

children from the Rheinhessen region played as teams from around 
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the world for a chance to win the tournament. The eventual winner 
was the team of TuS Wöllstein, who represented Nigeria. On that 
occasion, Consul General Alford and diplomatic representatives of 
other Soccer World Cup countries met with Mayor Marcus Held and 
signed the Golden Book of Oppenheim. On the June 12, Consul 
General Alford attended the 15th International Youth Tournament in 
Backnang with the French Consul General as another prominent 
guest. At this tournament, youth teams from across Europe took 
part, including participants from Belgium, Hungary, Denmark, 
Austria and Switzerland, as well as the visiting team from the USA, 
Henry County Thunder. The tournament provided an opportunity for 
the teenagers to engage with soccer players from other countries, 
and to foster mutual respect and understanding between their 
countries. The eventual winner was Odense BK from Denmark, who 
had taken part in the tournament for the first time this year.

“Something to Learn from Both 
Sides” 
June 2, 2010. On June 2, Consul 
General Edward Alford was 
the guest speaker at the 

Model UN Baden-Württemberg (MUNBW) “Diplomat’s 
Evening.”  The event, which took place at the Haus 
der Wirtschaft in Stuttgart, convened some 150 
participating Model UN delegates from across Baden-
Württemberg (http://www.munbw.de).  MUNBW’s 
2010 Secretary-General Manuel Fieber presided over 
the session during which Consul General Alford gave 
an overview of his diplomatic career as well as his 
specific duties as Consul General in Frankfurt.   
Alford then held an interactive dialogue with the 16 
to 20-year old participants.  Questions from the 
students spanned a variety of topics, ranging from 
inquiries about the day-to-day work of a diplomat to 
specific current affairs issues such as Afghanistan, 
human rights, and climate change.  To the question, 
“How would you describe the German-U.S. 
relationship?” Alford responded that more than 60 
years of peace and prosperity is “something worth 
celebrating” and that “there is something to learn 
from both sides,” which garnered a hearty round of 
applause from the delegation. 

Conference on Health Care Reform 
May 28. 2010. The U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt, the Atlantic 
Academy Rhineland-Palatinate 
and the Hans- Böckler 
Foundation jointly organized a 
one-day conference on "The 

Reform of the U.S. and German Health Care 
Systems" at the Regional Office of the Deutsche 
Bundesbank in Frankfurt.  Welcoming remarks were 
offered by Deputy Director Schröder of the 
Bundesbank regional office, Consul Jeanine Collins, 
head of the consulate's press and cultural section, as 
well as by Dr. Catharina Maulbecker-Armstrong of 
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the Hesse Ministry for Labor, Family and Health. A 
wide spectrum of health care experts followed with 
historical perspectives on the development of the 
American and German health care systems and 
ethical aspects of the the health care debates on 
both sides of the Atlantic. | (Mehr)

From Manhattan to Mainhattan by 

Way of Afghanistan 

May 27, 2010. An attentive audience at 
the city library in Frankfurt was treated 
to readings by American writers Richard 
Price and Lorraine Adams. Deputy 
Principal Officer Doria Rosen introduced 

the authors, stressing their contributions to American literature, film, 
and journalism.  Price, who is widely acclaimed for his crime thrillers 
as well as his screenplays including Sea of Love, Ransom, and The 
Color of Money, read from his eighth novel Lush Life. (German title: 
Cash). Adams is a former investigative journalist who has received a 
Pulitzer Prize for her work at the Washington Post. Now a novelist 
and recently nominated as a 2010 Guggenheim Fellow, Adams read 
from her new novel The Room and the Chair. | (Mehr) 

An Insider's View of Afghanistan 

May 27, 2010. On the invitation 
of the U.S. Consulate General 
Frankfurt, Prof. Ali Jalali of the 
National Defense University in 
Washington discussed the 
topic of "Myths, Realities and 

Challenges in Afghanistan” 
with experts at the Peace Research Institute 
Frankfurt and the Hesse State Chancellery in 
Wiesbaden. Having received military education in 
Afghanistan, Great Britain and the United States, he 
joined the successful resistance against Soviet 
occupation. He served as Afghanistan's Minister of 
the Interior from 2003 to 2005 and thereafter 
remained in close connection with the developments 
in his native country.  Prof. Jalali took the 
opportunity to correct misperceptions of the nature 
and development of Afghan society and politics by 
many outside observers and supporters.  He 
expressed cautious optimism about Afghanistan's 
future provided that expectations about the 
necessary extent and duration of outside support 
were realistic.

Consul General Alford at Heidelberg 

AGBC Luncheon 

May 18, 2010. U.S. Consul General 
Edward M. Alford was the keynote 
speaker at a luncheon hosted by the 
American-German Business Club 
(AGBC) in Heidelberg.  Introduced by 

AGBC President Barry Swanson, he explained the consulate's history, 
structure, and nature and scope of activities inside and outside the 
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Frankfurt consular district. In a lively discussion, Mr. Alford answered 
question on the manifold services offered by the consulate to 
German and American citizens regarding, among others, visa, 
passport, tax and educational advising issues.

“This was just the beginning!” WoA 
Alumni from Stuttgart’s BIL-Schule 

infected with ‘America bug’ 

May 17, 2010. Consul General 
Edward M. Alford visited the 
BIL-Schule Stuttgart on May 
17th to meet the ten students 

and their two teachers who had participated in the U.
S. Embassy’s Windows on America (WoA) Exchange 
program in April.  Organized by the exchange 
organization Experiment e.V. in cooperation with 
World Learning in America, the students had 
traveled to the United States for a twelve-day trip, 
visiting cities such as New York, Washington, D.C. 
and Charlotte, North Carolina, where they stayed 
with American families.  In a lively and enthusiastic 
discussion and photo show, the students reported on 
their experiences and adventures during the trip, 
ranging from volunteer work over team building 
exercises and visiting American sports games, 
museums and monuments to making friends with 
their American host families. More

German-American Institutes and 
Baden-Wuerttemberg: A Winning 

combination! 

May 16, 2010. The U.S. 
Consulate General joined the 
four German-American 
Institutes located in Baden-
Wuerttemberg (Heidelberg, 
Tuebingen, Freiburg, 

Stuttgart) at the fifth Baden-Wuerttemberg Tag. The 
institutes and the Consulate presented their 
programs and services and EducationUSA Frankfurt 
provided information on studying and working in the 
United States. Visitors checked their knowledge 
about America by taking a USA quiz. They also 
picked up information on the United States, enjoyed 
American-style salted popcorn and tried their skill at 
basketball. Thousands of visitors enjoyed the Baden-
Wuerttemberg Tag, with more than 80 exhibitors 
showcasing services and organizations in Müllheim 
(Baden).

Health Care Reforms in the U.S. and 
Germany: Panel Discussion at 
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American Days in Stuttgart 
May 11, 2010. During the 
American Days in Stuttgart, 
the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung 
and the Europa Zentrum 
organized a panel discussion 
on health care reforms in the 

U.S. and Germany featuring Amy Medearis, Senior 
Economist with the Delegation of the European 
Union in Washington, D.C., and former German 
Federal Minister of Health Ulla Schmidt on May 11.  
Ms. Medearis, who currently works as a guest 
researcher for Deutsche Bank Research in Berlin, 
presented an overview of President Obama’s Health 
Care Reform and also outlined its financial 
implications while Ms. Schmidt highlighted recent 
developments in Germany.  Afterwards, they 
engaged in a discussion about similarities and 
differences of both systems and answered questions 
from some of the 200 participants in the program.  

Taking stock of Obama presidency 

May 11, 2010. The U.S. Consulate 
General co-sponsored two lectures by 
Dr. Christoph von Marschall, 
Washington correspondent of the Berlin-
based daily Der Tagesspiegel, at the 
Johannes-Gutenberg-University at 
Germersheim and at the American 
Library in Karlsruhe.  The author of two 
biographies of Barack and Michelle 
Obama spoke to over 200 guests in 
Germersheim and Karlsruhe.  He 
offered a highly nuanced analysis of the 
intensity and complexity of the many 

political challenges and the resistance, 
inside and outside of Congress, faced by the Obama administration.  
Overall, von Marschall pointed to a positive record, in domestic as 
well as in foreign policy. 

You might Know English, but faux 
pas are easy travelling the U.S. 
May 10 & 11, 2010. During his 
Germany tour, Kai Blum, 
author of "Fettnäpfchenführer 
USA", visited Stuttgart and 
Frankfurt. More than a 
hundred participants at the 
Hochschule der Medien, 

Stadtteilbücherei Neugereut and City Library 
Frankfurt joined the two tourists Susanne and 
Thorsten featured in the book who have a talent for 
getting into interesting situations. Misuse of words, 
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ordering beer at McDonalds 
only to discover that it is root 
beer, and struggles with 
showerheads and air-
conditioning units struck a 
chord with the listeners, many 
who have travelled 
themselves in the U.S. During the reading, guests 
shared their own stories and experiences and asked 
Kai Blum numerous questions about U.S. culture and 
society. 

enlarge

St. Louis Jazz meets Stuttgart 
Groove at Opening of Stuttgart’s 

American Days 

May 6, 2010. Stuttgart’s third 
American Days celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the Sister 
City partnership between 
Stuttgart and St. Louis, 

Missouri.  At the grand opening at the Theaterhaus 
on May 6th, Deputy Principal Officer Doria Rosen 
congratulated the Lord Mayors of both cities - Dr. 
Schuster, Mr. Slay - on the relationships they and 
the citizens of Stuttgart and St. Louis have been 
able to develop over the years. She also highlighted 
the importance of cultural programs: “Stuttgart’s 
American Days, with their two weeks full of exciting 
cultural events, political dialogues and professional 
exchanges, bring our cultures and our people closer 
together. They belong to the highlights in the 
German American calendar of the U.S. Consulate 
General in Frankfurt. ”  After the opening speeches, 
450 enthusiastic guests grooved to the Jazz, 
performed by the Bosman Twins from St. Louis and 
Trijo from Stuttgart. More | Program

Visa made easy: Predeparture 
briefings for Frankfurt, Heidelberg 

and Mannheim Students 

May 5 & 6, 2010. On May 5th and 
6th, EducationUSA Frankfurt 
visited the Frankfurt School of 
Finance and Management and 

the University of Heidelberg to brief exchange 
students on the visa application process. About 80 
students who will study in the U.S. for an academic 
term or year or do an internship attended. The 
students received information on the visa application 
process and had their questions on necessary 
documents, timing and the border crossing 
answered. Heidelberg University cooperates with a 
large number of U.S. universities, including Arizona 
State University, California State University 
Sacramento and Harvard University. The University 
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of Applied Sciences Mannheim cooperates with six U.
S. universities, including the University of 
Connecticut in Storrs, the University of Maryland, 
College Park, and the University of Hawaii at Manoa. 
Partner universities of the Frankfurt School include 
San Diego State University, Emory University and 
Hawaii Pacific University.

Let’s Go USA - Stuttgart Students 
Learn About Exchange 

Opportunities 
May 4, 2010. High School and 
university students attended 
the “Ich Muss Weg” Exchange 
Fair in Stuttgar and used the 
opportunity to discuss 
exchange opportunites with 
the United States. The 
German-American Institute 
Stuttgart and EducationUSA/U.
S. Consulate General 
Frankfurt shared a booth at 

the fair in the city hall. Students picked up 
information on the activities of the German-
American Institutes, the U.S. Consulate General and 
the services offered by EducationUSA. About 50 
students received individual advise, with the 
majority asking about studying in the United States, 
internships and Au Pair.

Marc Copland Trio fills Romanfabrik 

May 1, 2010. New York modern jazz 
pianist Marc Copland, bass player Doug 
Weiss, and percussionist Jochen 
Rückert played at a packed 
Romanfabrik Frankfurt on May 1.  This 
special jazz evening was supported by 

the U.S. Consulate General. More than 
100 jazz enthusiasts listened to Marc Copland who is highly 
recommended by jazz critics and widely considered as an insider’s 
tip.  One Frankfurt newspaper characterized him as “a musician’s 
musician” whose concerts are often attended by other pianists in an 
effort to learn the secrets of Copland’s play.

IRO Pam Dragovich reaches out to 

Library Community in 

Southwestern Germany 

April 27-30, 2010.  Berlin-based 
Information Resource Officer (IRO) 
Pam Dragovich visited the Frankfurt 
consular district to reach out to its 

library community from April 27 through 30.  After having attended 
the Frankfurt International Book Fair and programs at the Frankfurt 
city library, the English Theatre and at the German American 
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Institute in Heidelberg in October of 2009, Ms. Dragovich now 
explored more of Baden-Württemberg and Rhineland-Palatinate. 
On April 27th, she lead a lively discussion with students of library 
and information science at the Hochschule der Medien in Stuttgart 
about American developments in that area.  The next day, she 
dedicated a collection of books to the Landesbibliothekszentrum 
Rhineland-Pfalz and also gave a talk to some 40 librarians from all 
over the state at their annual conference in Kaiserslautern.  On 
April 30th, she presented another collection of books to the 
American Library in Karlsruhe, the consulate’s 
America@yourLibrary partner.  Both book donations included 
collections of books on American history, the Cold War, and Mark 
Twain.  At each event, participants received the U.S. Embassy’s 
publication on Mark Twain’s “The Awful German Language” to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the writer’s death. More 
| Photo Gallery

Earth Day 2010: Between 

Copenhagen and Mexico City 

April 22, 2010. The U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt once again joined 
forces with the German committee of 
Earth Day International and the 
Frankfurt Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (IHK) in celebrating the 40th 

Earth Day at the IHK in Frankfurt on April 22. With presentations 
addressing "Between Copenhagen and Mexico City: Global Climate 
Change a Challenge for Politics, Research, Economy and Society," 
the event featured the Northern Virginia Regional Commission’s 
Senior Environmental Planner Dr. Dale Medearis and Goethe 
University’s Professor for Experimental Atmosphere Research Dr. 
Joachim Curtius. In his welcoming remarks, Consul General Edward 
M. Alford discussed the results of the Copenhagen Accord and 
stressed President Obama’s strong commitment to environmental 
protection. Professor Curtius offered an insightful and well-judged 
explanation of new research results on global climate change, and 
addressed the likely temporary lowering of global temperatures due 
to effects of volcanic ash in the atmosphere. Dr. Medearis 
emphasized the importance of close cooperation of Americans and 
Germans in improving energy efficiency and renewable energy 
production. Press representatives, as well as students from local 
schools, also attended the presentations.

America@yourLibrary Event 
Celebrated with School Media 

Network IMeNS in Aßlar 

April 21, 2010. In a ceremony 
taking place at the Alexander-
von-Humboldt-Schule in Aßlar 
on April 21st, the U.S. 

Consulate General donated a collection of American 
books and multimedia to its America@yourLibrary 
partner, the Information and Media network of the 
Lahn-Dill-Kreis (IMeNS).  The collection will stay at 
the Humboldt-Schule for a few months and then be 
sent on to one of the other fifty schools that are part 
of IMeNS.  After the donation, consulate interns 
Elizabeth Oldacre and Ela Tarlan engaged some 50 
students in a discussion on “Youth and College Life 
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in the USA.”  After the discussion, the students 
mingled with the interns in the school’s brand new 
library, getting the chance to ask more questions 
and delve into the donated book collection already 
on the shelves. Each students received a copy of the 
U.S. Embassy’s publication on Mark Twain’s “The 
Awful German Language” to commemorate the 
100th  anniversary of the writer’s death. Photo 
gallery | More

USA in great demand at 
"Berufsinfomesse" (BIM) in 

Offenburg 
April 16. & 17, 2010. Information 
on exchange opportunities 
with the U.S. was in great 
demand at the two day career 
fair “Berufsinfomesse” (BIM) 
in Offenburg. EducationUSA/U.

S. Consulate General Frankfurt participated for the 
second time and once again hundreds of students 
asked about studying in the United States, 
internships and Au Pair. About 250 received 
individual advice with more picking up handouts on 
exchanges and information on the services of the U.
S. Consulate General Frankfurt. More than 23,000 
visitors attended the BIM.

An American Day in Speyer: 
Consulate Reaches Out to Library 

Network and High School Students 
April 15, 2010.  In a ceremony 
taking place at the Friedrich-
Magnus-Schwerd-Gymnasium 

in Speyer on April 15th, Public Affairs Officer Jeanine 
Collins donated a collection of American books and 
multimedia to the Pfälzische Landesbibliothek, which 
constitutes part of the Landesbibliothekszentrum 
Rheinland-Pfalz.  The Pfälzische Landesbibliothek will 
use the collection to expand its outreach and 
cooperation with local schools and teacher training 
centers.  After greetings by Principal Erich Clemens 
and Ute Bahrs, Chief Officer of the 
Landesbibliothekszentrum at Speyer, Ms. Collins 
introduced the U.S. Embassy’s America@yourLibrary 
program, a partnership initiative by the U.S. Mission 
to Germany with libraries throughout the country.  
Afterwards, consulate interns Elizabeth Oldacre and 
Ela Tarlan engaged some 50 students in a discussion 
on “Youth and College Life in the USA.”  More
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Consul General visits Turkish 

publishing house Dogan Media 

Europe 

April 8, 2010. Consul General Edward 
M. Alford and Public Affairs Officer 
Jeanine Collins visited the headquarters 
of Turkish newspaper Hürriyet in 
Mörfelden/Walldorf. After a warm 
welcome from Managing Director Sevda 

Boduroglu, Deputy Managing Director Abdurrahim Kurtis and Editor-
in-Chief Halit Celikbudak introduced the Hürriyet newspaper to the 
Consul General and discussed Turkish life in Germany as well as 
developments in Turkish politics. After lunch the editors of the 
newspaper gave a tour of the publishing house and several editorial 
offices. Afterwards, editor Ayhan Can interviewed the Consul General 
about his experiences in Germany so far, and what he believed could 
be learned from the American integration experience. The Consul 
General underlined that education and access to education are the 
most important bases for a successful future and that everybody 
regardless of background should have equality of opportunity.   

Charge D'Affaires Delawie and 
Consul Generals Alford and Brucker 

attend last patrol ceremony at 

Point Alpha 
March 31, 2010. On March 31, 
Charge d’affaires Greg 
Delawie, Consul General 
Edward Alford and Consul 

General Katherine Brucker, along with PAO Jeanine 
Collins, attended a ceremony commemorating the 
twentieth anniversary of the last border patrol at the 
Point Alpha Memorial in Fulda.  The day’s program 
began with a Retreat Ceremony, followed by 
speeches honoring the regiments, including the 14th 
and 11th Armored Cavalry Regiments, and focusing 
on need to educate the younger generation of 
Germans on the history of the cold war and 
reunification of Germany.  Charge d’affaires Delawie 
gave well-received Grusswort, which following 
speeches by Dr. Wolfgang Hamberger,  current 
Chairman of the Point Alpha Foundation; Jörg-Uwe 
Hahn,  the Vice Minister President of Hessen;  
Christine Lieberknecht, Minister President of 
Thüringen; and Christian Schmidt, the Parliamentary 
State Secretary of the Defense Ministry.  General 
John Abrams (ret.) spoke eloquently on the 
significance and impact of U.S.  military presence in 
Germany at Observation Point Alpha during the 
height of the Cold War.  
Those speakers representing the German 
perspective expressed overwhelming gratitude to 
the U.S, soldiers who dedicated themselves to 
defending Germany against possible invasion from 
the Warsaw Pact countries, and bought the time 
needed for a peaceful reunification of Germany. In 
addition to print media and radio, the event was 
covered by the ARD’s Tagesschau. 

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/selected_events_jan_june_2010.html (15 of 30) [1/6/2011 12:28:25 PM]

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/04/08/dogan-media-europe.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/04/08/dogan-media-europe.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/04/08/dogan-media-europe.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010_point_alpha.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010_point_alpha.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010_point_alpha.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010_point_alpha.html
http://www.pointalpha.com/home


Selected Events Jan.-June 2010 - Consulate General Frankfurt, Germany

The North American Indian in 
Tübingen 

March 24, 2010. Public Affairs 
Officer Jeanine Collins 
attended the opening of the  
unique exhibit “Sacred 
Legacy: Edward S. Curtis and 
the North American Indian” at 
the German American 
Institute d.a.i. in Tuebingen 

on March 24. The exhibition shows a selection of 60 
photos by ethnograph and photographer Edward S. 
Curtis who over a period of 30 years passionately 
documented the life of Native Americans. A pioneer 
of documentary photography, Curtis’ photos also 
show the conflict between the romantic  aspirations 
of the “White Men” and the goal of an authentic 
documentation how art historian Petra Mosbacher-
Dix highlighted in her introduction to the exhibition. 
The exhibition will be shown at the d.a.i. until  May 
21.

Cantor Barry Delights Intercultural 

Group 

March 22, 2010. Cantor Jerome Barry, 
impresario of the Embassy Series of 
concerts, performed a variety of 
Hebrew songs and explained the 
background of Passover feast to 

approximately 40 guests invited to the residence of   Consul General 
Alford on March 22. The Consul General warmly welcomed his 
guests, who included the publisher of the German edition of Turkish-
language newspaper Hürriyet, the founders of an Intercultural 
Association for Women Entrepreneurs,  representatives of Frankfurt’s 
Jewish Museum, as well as senior government officials from Hessen 
and Rheinland-Pfalz. Both conversation and music flowed among the 
guests.

Thomas Carothers of the Carnegie 

Foundation at PRIF 

March 22, 2010. Working with the 
Atlantic Academy Rhineland-Palatinate, 
the U.S. Consulate General arranged a 
talk by Thomas Carothers, Vice 
President for Studies at the Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace in Washington, D.C., on 
"Democracy Promotion under Obama: Finding a Way Forward" at the 
Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF) on March 22. Carothers is 
a leading authority on democracy promotion and democratization 
worldwide as well as an expert on U.S. foreign policy generally. Over 
30 fellows took the unique opportunity to personally engage a 
renowned colleague whose publications had been vital to their own 
research project on the Democratic Peace.

Workshop on high school life at 

Kopernikus School in Freigericht 

March 22, 2010. Ela Tarlan and 
Elizabeth Oldacre, interns in the U.S. 
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Consulate General's Public Affairs 
Section, visited the Kopernikus School 
in Freigericht/Main Kinzig County. 
Sharing their personal experiences in 
Alabama and Maryland, they talked 
about American high school life and life 
in an American host family. The 23 
students also asked questions about 
everyday life in America and anything 
from a typical Cafeteria menu to rules 
about curfew. The workshop served as 
a pre-departure orientation for the 
group who will go on a two-week 
exchange program at a high-school in 
San Franciso which will be sending 
students for a visit in Freigericht in 

April. 

Yale University Political Scientist 
discussees democratic peace 

March 16, 2010. The U.S. 
Consulate General Frankfurt 
brought Bruce Russett, Dean 
Acheson Professor of 
International Relations and 
Political Science at Yale 
University, to the Mannheim 
Centre for European Social 
Research for a lecture on „The 
Democratic Peace: What It Is, 

and What It Isn't.”  Prof. Russett is considered a 
legendary scholar having published 26 books and 
over 230 articles, some of them ground-breaking 
studies and standard reading requirements for 
students of international relations and political 
science.  Over one hundred students were inspired 
by the results and analysis of his most recent 
empirical research on long-term trends in 
international conflict and warfare.  

Study USA - Frankfurt Students 
Check Out Opportunities 

March 16, 2010. As part of 
"infotage 2010", more than 
120 high school students from 
the Frankfurt region attended 
an information session on 

studying in the United States. 
EducationUSA Frankfurt gave a presentation on the 
U.S. higher education system, the application 
process, financial aid and exchange opportunities. 
The presentation was followed by an 
intense questions & answer session on the 
topic. "infotage", organized by the German Labor 
Exchange, is a week-long information fair at 
Frankfurt universities, which provides 11th and 12th 
graders with the opportunity to experience college 
life, listen to lectures and visit the campuses.
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Martin Cruz Smith presents his 
latest Arkady Renko Novel in 

Frankfurt 

March 14, 2010. During his 
reading tour through Germany 
presenting his new book 
Three Stations, the famous U.
S. author Martin Cruz Smith 
and his wife Emily stopped in 
Frankfurt for a matinee 
reading and talk at the English 
Theatre on March 14. The 
latest book of the best-selling 
author of Gorky Park, is the 
seventh story about the 

Russian detective Arkady Renko. Moderated by 
Christian Rohr of C. Bertelsmann publishing house, 
Cruz Smith engaged in a fascinating conversation 
about his experiences in Russia during the last 26 
years and the development of his main character 
Arkady Renko.

European Business School 
Welcomes U.S. Ambassador Murphy 

March 3, 2010. Ambassador 
Philip D. Murphy visited the 
European Business School at 
Oestrich-Winkel, one of 
Germany’s top private 
business schools.  A musical 

introduction by two very talented students preceded 
the discussion.  After the welcome by the 
university's Vice-Dean of Education, Dr. Winkler,  
Ambassador Murphy challenged the students to 
think about some key issues regarding the future of 
global economic development.  In a lively give-and-
take the students and the Ambassador discussed a 
wide spectrum of topics ranging from free trade to 
reform of international financial markets. | EBS 
Report

Change of Leadership at the 
Atlantic Academy 

March 3, 2010. Ambassador 
Philip D. Murphy was among 
the 250 distinguished guests 
attending the retirement 
ceremony celebrated by the 

Atlantic Academy Rhineland-Palatinate at the 
Fruchthalle in Kaiserslautern.  The Ambassador 
joined Minister President Kurt Beck, among other 
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speakers, in recognizing the outstanding work of the 
Atlantic Academy under the leadership of Dr. Werner 
Kremp. Dr. Kremp was retiring after 14 years of 
service to be succeeded by WolfgangTönnesmann.  
Ambassador Murphy stressed the academy’s tireless 
and successful efforts in facilitating a deeper 
understanding by Germans of all walks of life, old 
and young, of the complexities of American politics, 
society and culture. Calling the Atlantic Academy an 
indispensible pillar of the transatlantic partnership, 
he thanked Dr. Kremp for his outstanding 
engagement and the Rhineland-Palatinate state 
government and the City of Kaiserslautern for their 
support and commitment to this unique institution.  
In closing, the Ambassador extended his best wishes 
to the new director, Wolfgang Tönnesmann, for 
continuing the academy’s successful work. 

Mrs. Murphy visits HIVCENTER in 
Frankfurt 

March 3, 2010. On March 3, Mrs. 
Murphy, wife of Ambassador 
Murphy, paid a visit to the 
HIVCENTER at the Johann 
Wolfgang Goethe university 

clinic in Frankfurt to learn about their new program 
“Helping Hands”.  The project is aimed at improving 
HIV patient care for individuals with immigrant 
backgrounds, and assisting the patients’ social 
integration in Germany.  To achieve this, the 
HIVCENTER is offering education and support 
services designed specifically to meet the needs of 
migrant patients.  The HIVCENTER links patients 
with intermediaries who share the patients’ cultural 
background, are fluent in German, and are familiar 
with the German health care system.  Mrs. Murphy 
met with the directors of the program, as well as 
with  social workers.  She was very impressed by 
the  conversation with a patient mentor of the 
program, who talked about her own personal 
experience, and her motivation to help other 
patients. With more than 3,000 patient contacts a 
year, the HIVCENTER is the largest German 
treatment center for people with HIV and AIDS.

European Business School 
Welcomes U.S. Ambassador Murphy 

March 3, 2010. Ambassador 
Philip D. Murphy visited the 
European Business School at 
Oestrich-Winkel, one of 
Germany’s top private 
business schools.  A musical 

introduction by two very talented students preceded 
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the discussion.   After the welcome by the 
university's Vice-Dean of Education, Dr. Winkler,  
Ambassador Murphy challenged the students to 
think about some key issues regarding the future of 
global economic development.  In a lively give-and-
take the students and the Ambassador discussed a 
wide spectrum of topics ranging from free trade to 
reform of international financial markets.  

German-American Sister Cities 
meet in Frankfurt 

March 3, 2010. On March 3rd, 
the U.S. Consulate General 
hosted a conference for 
German-American sister 
cities, sister counties and 

sister states.  In her greeting, 
Deputy Principal Officer Doria Rosen emphasized the 
importance of close ties between German and 
American cities and counties and thanked the 
participants for their efforts. The 34 participants 
heard about the relationship between the Main-
Taunus-Kreis and Loudoun County, Virgina, and 
about the Hans-Joohs Exchange Program for interns 
between Ulm and New Ulm.  After a break, the 
Consular Section explained the visa waiver program 
and discussed which visas participants of exchanges 
between towns would need. The conference ended 
with an hour-long discussion and exchange of ideas 
among the participants.  

Ambassador Murphy encourages 
Bad Vilbel “JFK for USA” Soccer 

Team 
March 3, 2010.  Ambassador 
Murphy, accompanied by 
Frankfurt Consul General 
Edward Alford, visited the 

John F. Kennedy school in Bad Vilbel on March 3rd to 
wish good luck to members of the school’s soccer 
team, who departed that morning for Berlin to play 
the Soccer World Championship of Schools 2010 
(Fußball-WM der Schulen 2010). The championship 
takes place March 3-5 in Blankenfelde-Mahlow, close 
to Berlin. The school is the only Hessen school 
participating and they have been chosen to 
represent the U.S. at the tournament.  Ambassador 
Murphy was joined by U.S. soccer player, Ally 
Krieger, who currently plays for 1. FFC Frankfurt, in 
handing over personalized soccer jerseys to the 
soccer team, the cheerleaders and the student 
newspaper editors. 
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Ambassador Philip Murphy visits 
the Rhein-Neckar region 

March 2, 2010. During his week-
long visit to the Frankfurt 
Consular District, Ambassador 
Philip Murphy today visited 
the Rhein-Neckar region. 
Together with Frankfurt 
Consul General Edward Alford, 

Ambassador Murphy visited BASF in Ludwigshafen 
and met with CEO Dr. Jürgen Hambrecht. His tour 
further led him to Mannheim, where he toured the 
Yavuz Sultan Selim Mosque, the second largest 
mosque in Germany. Ambassador Murphy spoke 
with board members and the Imams of the Ditib 
community, and exchanged ideas on a successful 
intercultural and interreligious dialogue. The German-
American Institute in Heidelberg hosted a luncheon 
for the Ambassador with high ranking guests from 
the business community, politics, the media, the 
cultural scene, and university life. Heidelberg Lord 
Mayor Dr. Würzner and senior military 
representatives also attended the luncheon.

U.S. Ambassador Philip D. Murphy 

visits Saarland   
March 1, 2010. On his first visit 
to Saarland Ambassador Philip 
D. Murphy met politicial, 
business and media 
representatives on March 1.  

A breakfast hosted by the 
German American Institute’s Director Dr. Hartmut 
Gimmler with members of Saarland Landtag, 
members of the State’s Government and 
representatives of German-American associations 
was followed by a roundtable discussion with 
Saarbrücker Zeitung’s Editor-in-Chief Peter Stefan 
Herbst and Saarländischer Rundfunk’s Deputy 
Director General Dr. Hans-Günther Brüske.  After a 
courtesy call on Minister President Peter Müller, the 
Ambassador saw UNESCO site “Völklinger Hütte” 
where he discussed the future of German-American 
relations with leaders of Young Political Groups from 
different parties.  At the end of his visit to Saarland 
the Ambassador met with the IT Center of 
Excellence at the University Saarbrücken and talkedf 
about intensifying Saarland’s business relations with 
the U.S. at a dinner with Industrie- und 
Handelskammer Saarland.  The Ambassador’s 
programs draw some media interest with 
Saarländischer Rundfunk radio and TV interviewing 
Ambassador Murphy and reporting in their regional 
news shows as well as daily newspapers Bild and 
Saarbrücker Zeitung.

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/selected_events_jan_june_2010.html (21 of 30) [1/6/2011 12:28:25 PM]

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/ambassador_rhein_neckar.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/ambassador_rhein_neckar.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/ambassador_saarland.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/ambassador_saarland.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/ambassador_saarland.html


Selected Events Jan.-June 2010 - Consulate General Frankfurt, Germany

U.S. Consulate offers Visa 
Information Session for exchange 

organizations and international 

offices  
February 25, 2010. Consul 
General Ned Alford greeted 

more than 100 participants at the fourth visa 
information session held at the U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt. In his welcome remarks he 
emphasized the importance of exchanges for the 
United States and thanked the participants for their 
efforts. Representatives of about 80 German 
exchange organizations and international offices of 
universities first received information on American 
Citizen Services, followed by an introduction to the 
new visa application form DS-160. During an intense 
Question & Answer session, participants received 
information on numerous aspects related to the visa 
application process. With more the 8,000 students 
attending high school, and close to 10,000 university 
students studying in the United States each year, 
Germany is one of the leading sending countries 
world-wide. | Photogallery

Consul General Ned Alford and 

Deputy Principal Officer Doria 

Rosen visit Landstuhl military 

hospital 

February 24, 2010. On February 24, U.
S. Consul General Ned Alford and the 

Consulate’s Deputy Principal Officer Doria Rosen visited Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center for a courtesy call with LRMC Commander 
Col. John M. Cho and to meet with patients in the Intensive Care 
Unit and four Medical/Surgical Wards. The visit also included a 
courtesy call on Chaplain (Maj) Eric R. Meyers and a tour of the 
Wounded Warriors Ministry Center. During their meetings with 
patients, nurses and doctors, Consul General Alford and DPO Rosen 
listened to their stories and learned more about the largest U.S. 
military hospital outside the U.S. They distributed bags filled with 
candies and sweets that were donated by U.S. exhibitors at the 
ProSweets Cologne 2010 – an international trade show for the 
confectionary industry. Landstuhl Regional Medical Center provides 
care for military personnel and their families within European 
Command, and is also the evacuation and treatment center for all 
injured U.S. service members and contractors as well as for 
members of the coalition forces stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
| Photo Gallery 

USA Infosession at Koblenz Public 
Library Draws larger crowd than 

ever 

February 24, 2010. For the fifth 
time, EducationUSA/U.S. 
Consulate General Frankfurt 
held an evening information 
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session on studying and 
working in the United States 
at the Koblenz public library. 
The event, organized by the 
German-American Club 
Koblenz and the Koblenz - 
Austin, TX partnership 
association, brought more 
than 80 participants to the 
library, mostly high school 
and university students. The 

presentation on exchange opportunities with the U.
S. was followed by an intense questions & answer 
session on topics ranging from organizing a high 
school year abroad, working as an Au Pair to 
attending college in the U.S. The audience picked up 
information material on the United States, 
EducationUSA and services of the U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt. A book package compiled by the 
Information Resource Center of the U.S. Consulate 
was added to  previous donations of books on the 
United States.

Preparations for "Dancing to 

Connect" in Frankfurt 

February 22, 2010. Jonathan 
Hollander, artistic director of the 
Battery Dance Company from New 
York, visited Frankfurt to speak to 

dancers and teachers about approaches to dance and choreography 
in schools. Hollander also laid the ground for the innovative dance 
education program "Dancing to Connect", which will take place in 
Frankfurt schools this summer. "Dancing to Connect" is a 
transatlantic dance project of the Battery Dance Company, which 
allows children and adolescents from various ethnic, cultural and 
social backgrounds to experience the art of dancing, express 
themselves in dance, deal creatively with history, and create their 
own choreography. The theme for the fifth year of the program in 
Germany in June/July 2010 will be “inclusion/exclusion”, a thought 
and emotion provoking topic for adolescents particularly in Germany, 
where East/West unification and immigrant integration are vital 
social and political concerns of the day.

Consul General Alford discovers 
and discusses integration issues in 

Mannheim 
February 17, 2010. On his tour 
through his Consular District, 
Consul General Edward Alford, 
visited Mannheim on February 

17. The overall theme of the day was to gain an 
overview of integration issues and policies in the 
city. The day started with a presentation by 
integration commissioner Claus Preissler about 
Mannheim’s multicultural society and the policy 
efforts of the City and the religious communities. 
Consul General Alford visited the Yavuz Sultan Selim 
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mosque, the second largest mosque in Germany, 
and exchanged ideas with the leaders of the mosque 
community and the director of the Mannheim 
Institute for Integration and Interreligious Dialogue, 
Talat Kamran. In the afternoon, Consul General 
Alford received an introduction to the work of the 
Pop Akademie Mannheim and their unique 
integration project “InPop”, and discussed personal 
and political issues with a group of young theatre 
artists from the Creative Factory.

Consul General Edward Alford tours 
Kaiserslautern 

February 11, 2010. Consul 
General Edward Alford began 
his day-long visit to 
Kaiserslautern on February 11 
with a courtesy call to the 
Lord Mayor of Kaiserslautern, 
Dr. Klaus Weichel, followed by 
a thrilling tour through the 

remains of Casimir Castle. Later that morning, Dr. 
Britta E. Buhlmann, director of the Pfalzgalerie in 
Kaiserslautern, awaited the Consul General at the 
museum as his host for a private tour of the 
exhibition of the U.S. artist Carmen Herrera, and a 
sneak preview of the upcoming exhibition of abstract 
American art. Wolfgang Herzog, CEO of Technische 
Werke Kaiserslautern hosted a lunch with key 
Kaiserlsautern contacts at a traditional palatine 
restaurant. In the afternoon, Consul General Alford 
met with students from the Political Science 
Department of Technical University Kaiserslautern to 
discuss the role of the younger generation in a 
sustainable German-American relationship. After a 
visit to the German American Community Office and 
a meeting with the team of Atlantische Akademie, 
CG Alford ended his tour of Kaiserslautern in the 
evening with the unique screening of David Wark 
Griffith’s silent movie “Intolerance”, accompanied by 
music performed by the Deutsche 
Staatsphilharmonie Rheinland-Pfalz and conducted 
by composer Carl Davis.

Transatlantic Bridge Into The Future – From George Marshall 

to Barack Obama: Consul General Edward M. Alford at George 

Marshall Society in Hofheim 

February10, 2010. Consul General 
Edward M. Alford discussed  
“Transatlantic Relations and 
the Obama Administration” 
with  some 200 members of 
the George Marshall Society in 
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Hofheim on February 10.  He 
talked about the transforming 
affects of the Marshall Plan on 
Germany after WWII and 
applauded Marshall’s 
achievements in the 
implementation of the 
Plan.  The Consul General 

emphasized the U.S. commitment to transatlantic 
engagement, which was vital to resolve today’s 
global issues, to include Haiti and Afghanistan. 
Mr. Alford was joined on the stage by Prof. Dr. 
Herbert Alsheimer, a retired professor of economics 
and “Zeitzeuge”, and by Klaus-Dieter 
Frankenberger, editor of the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung and expert on the United States, who 
moderated the event. More

Seminar on one year Obama 

February 10, 2010. The U.S. 
Consulate General Frankfurt, 
the Center for Political 
Education and the Atlantic 
Academy Rhineland-Palatinate 
jointly organized a half-day 

seminar on “President Obama 
and His Agenda One Year After His Inauguration” at 
the Amt für Denkmalpflege in Mainz. The seminar 
encompassed two lectures and a concluding panel 
discussion.  While Dr. Michael Dreyer, Professor of 
Political Science at the University of Jena, discussed 
the domestic policy of President Obama, Prof. James 
Davis, Director of the Institute of Political Science at 
the University of St. Gallen, Switzerland, focused on 
the foreign policy aspects.  Both experts explained 
the many obstacles faced by President Obama  -- 
including the limitation of power set by the American 
Constitution and lack of support in the Congress. 

Jeremy Rifkin Attracts Huge Crowd 

at Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 

Frankfurt  

February 8, 2010. The U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt, Campus Verlag, the 
German National Library, the Frankfurt 
Bookfair, as well as the Hesse Center 
for Political Education and the German-
British Society organized a lecture by 
Jeremy Rifkin at the German National 
Library in Frankfurt. Rifkin, a prominent 
social thinker, E.U. advisor and senior 
lecturer at the Wharton's School of 

Business, based his lecture on his latest 
book “The Empathic Civilization: The Race to Global Consciousness 
in a World in Crisis”, which has just been published in German by 
Campus Verlag. A fascinating public speaker, Rifkin shared his vision 
of an empathic civilization with almost 400 guests from the Rhein-
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Main area, among them high-ranking representatives from business, 
trade unions, government, and academia. Citing examples such as 
the international solidarity shown with regard to the recent tragedy 
in Haiti, Rifkin laid out the scenario of a global consciousness and 
sense of empathy as the only way to avert the extinction of the 
human species resulting from a continued self-destructive 
consumption of the world’s resources.

Seminar on African-American 

History and Culture at Ingelheim 

February 5 and 6, 2010. The U.S. 
Consulate General Frankfurt, the 
Fridtjof-Nansen Academy, the Atlantic 
Academy Rhineland-Palatinate and the 
Center for Political Education jointly 

organized a two-day seminar on „’I have a dream’: From Slavery to 
the Civil Rights Movement. The History of Black America” at the 
Fridtjof-Nansen Academy in Ingelheim, Rhineland-Palatinate. Sam 
Fulwood (Center for American Progress, Washington D.C.), Prof. 
Gary Edwards (Arkansas State University), Prof. em. Dr. Berndt 
Ostendorf (Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München), Dr. Simon 
Wendt (Heidelberg Center for American Studies), and Julia Sattler 
(Technische Universität Dortmund) discussed African-American 
history and culture from the arrival of the first slaves in 1619 to the 
election of Barack Obama as president of the United States in 2008.

Reverend Jesse Jackson Kicks off 
Black History Month in Frankfurt 

February 2, 2010. Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, Civil Rights Leader 
and founder of the Rainbow/
PUSH Coalition, opened the 
annual Black History Month at 

the U.S. Consulate in Frankfurt addressing the 
Consulate Community to a standing ovation. Later in 
the afternoon, Reverend Jackson spoke at the Union 
International Club to an enthused crowd of 200 
people, members of the Union International Club, 
representatives of the universities, the media, 
government, the business community as well as 
Alumna of the Windows on America program about 
current developments in U.S. politics and society, 
and the economic crisis. In the evening, Consul 
General Edward Alford hosted a dinner at his 
residence for Reverend Jackson with leaders from 
the business community, foundations, and cultural 
organizations. On February 3, Reverend Jackson will 
deliver a keynote speech to U.S. troops in 
Wiesbaden before departing Germany for Holland, 
the next stop on his European tour. | Photogallery

US Diplomat discusses Life as a 
Diplomat at Bad Homburg School 

January 28, 2010. Bruce Berton, a 
high-ranking representative of 
the U.S. Consulate General  
talked about his profession as 
a diplomat in the Foreign 
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Service of the United States to 35 12th graders at 
the Kaiserin-Friedrich-Schule in Bad Homburg. As 
part of the school's week-long job information fair, 
Mr. Berton offered the students an insider's view 
sharing his 20 years of experience in countries like 
Mexico, the Soviet Union, Venezuela, and Italy.  The 
students showed great interest in the practical 
nature of the profession as well as in its impact on 
his private life with a wife and two children. 

American PhD student discusses 

immigration at Frankfurt school  
January 27, 2010. Recruited by 
the U.S. Consulate General, 
Andrew Isaak, a Ph.D. student 
at Heidelberg University, 
visited the Ziehenschule in 

Frankfurt. With a group of 11th graders, he 
discussed the topic of “The United States – A 
Country of Immigrants.”  Based on a power point 
presentation and his own experience as an American 
with a strong German background, Andrew Isaak 
explained the different phases of immigration as well 
as their causes and cultural, economic, social and 
political implications.   After the presentation, Mr. 
Isaak also answered personal questions and handed 
over a collection of topic-related materials provided 
by the consulate's Information Resource Center.

High School students ask about study 
opportunities in the U.S.

HOBIT 
Darmstadt International – 

Exchange Opportunities 

with the United States 
January 26& 27, 2010. 
During the first two 
days of the three-day 
career fair HOBIT, 
more than 600 high 
school students from 
the Rhein-Main region 
received information 

on exchange opportunities with the United 
States. Even more picked up information 
materials. The university and career information fair 
for 11th and 12th graders is organized by Darmstadt 
universities and the Labor Exchange. Throughout the 
day, EducationUSA Frankfurt talked to students 
about studying in the U.S., working as an Au Pair or 
a volunteer. They picked up information material on 
EducationUSA and the services of the U.S. Consulate 
General Frankfurt. A two-hour information session 
on studying and working in the United State drew 
300 students. About 12000 students visit the three 
day fair each year.
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"Rebranding 
America" 

- Consul 

General 

Alford at 

Luncheon 

Discussion in Stuttgart 
January 27, 2010. Consul General Edward M. Alford led 
a discussion on “Rebranding America – How to 
Change the Perception of the United States in the 
Obama Era” at a luncheon hosted on January 27th 
by the Deutsch Amerikanische Zentrum (DAZ)/ 
James-F.-Byrnes-Institut in Stuttgart with 
representatives of Baden-Württemberg’s financial, 
academic and cultural sectors.  Consul General 
Alford first spoke about the rescue and relief efforts 
in Haiti and stressed that “the United States is 
committed to playing a leading role alongside our 
international partners and nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) on the ground.”  He then gave 
an overview of President Obama’s major economic, 
environmental and foreign policy goals, saying that 
concrete results will take time: “I don’t know if 
anybody really expected President Obama to achieve 
Israeli-Palestinian peace, end the Iranian nuclear 
standoff, attain global nuclear zero, or be named 
FIFA ‘Footballer of the Year’ all in twelve months.  
On virtually all of these and many other issues, 
policy successes will take years, not months to 
achieve.”  Mr. Alford concluded by highlighting the 
importance of people-to-people exchanges and 
thanked the DAZ and all German American Institutes 
for their work on the personal, non-governmental 
level.  

Political Scientist and Eyewitness 

Discusses U.S. Foreign Policy with 

Students 

January 26, 2010. Recruited by the U.
S. Consulate General, Dr. Kurt Shell, 
Professor Emeritus at Frankfurt 
University, visited the Theodor-Heuss-

Schule, a vocational school in Offenbach. As part of a week-long 
project, Professor Shell discussed with a group of students the topic 
of “U.S. Foreign Policy After 1945”. The discussion focused on the 
various phases of U.S. foreign policy and on Shell's personal 
experience as an émigré from Austria, GI during World War II in 
Italy, student and professor of political science in New York and as 
co-founder and professor of the Center for North American Studies 
at the Goethe-University Frankfurt. The students showed great 
interest in the topic and not only asked questions about foreign 
policy, but also about President Obama's first year in office.

Consul General Alford opens Mel 

Ramos exhibition at Kunsthalle 

Tübingen 

January 22, 2010. On his first official 
visit to the city of Tübingen, Consul 
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General Edward Alford was welcomed 
by Mayor Michael Lucke at the 
picturesque Tübingen town hall. Consul 
General Alford then met with the rector 
of Eberhard-Karls University, Prof. Dr. 
Bernd Engler, and had lunch with the 
new Board President of the German-
American Institute (DAI), Hermann 

Strampfer, as well as DAI director Ute Bechdolf. Following these 
official meetings, Consul General Alford used his time at the DAI to 
meet with a group of German and American students to discuss 
current issues in German-American relations. He continued his city 
tour with a walk through the ‘Französisches Viertel’ and visited the 
local company Schmidt Maschinenbau (SON), which produces 
innovative hub dynamos. Consul General Alford concluded his visit to 
Tübingen by opening the exhibition “Mel Ramos: 50 Years of Pop 
Art” at Kunsthalle Tübingen, where he addressed over 300 guests as 
patron of the exhibition.

IPCC Lead Author Adil Najam at 
State Chancellery in Mainz 

January 20, 2010. Minister 
President Kurt Beck, U.S. 
Consul General Edward M. 
Alford and Environmental 
Minister Margit Conrad were 
among the dignitaries 

welcoming Prof. Adil Najam of Boston University as 
the keynote speaker on "Global Climate Change 
Policy - Where Do We Go After Copenhagen?" at the 
Rhineland-Palatinate State Chancellery.  As 
Professor of Global Public Policy, International 
Relations, Geography and Environment and as 
Director of the Pardee Center for the Study of the 
Longer-Range Future, Adil Najam has been a Lead 
Author for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), work for which the IPCC was 
awarded the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize along with Al 
Gore. | more

Study USA - EducationUSA 
Infospecial at German-American 

Institute Tübingen 
January 20, 2010. EducationUSA 
of the U.S. Consulate General 
Frankfurt joined the German-
American Institute Tübingen 

for a special information session on study 
opportunities in the U.S. The presentation to more 
than 30 high school and university students focused 
on how to research and apply to universities on the 
undergraduate and graduate level. The main 
differences in the education systems of Germany 
and the United States were explained. The German-
American Institute Tübingen is part of the 
EducationUSA Germany network.
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