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"During this holiday season, my

y family joins me in wishing each of
you and your families a very Merry
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June 2010 || Christmas. As we gather together,
Selected Events January - - around our Christmas trees and
June 2009 d!nner tables, let's take t_he time to ) o
give thanks for the blessings of the year just passed, to rejoice
Selected Events July - in our children, to enjoy the company of our friends. My family
December 2009 has been especially blessed this year, with the addition of our
Selected Events 2008 first grandchild . We look forward to indulging in our traditions

of snowball fights and Gluhwein to warm us up afterwards. May
the coming year bring you great joy, peace on Earth, and
Selected Events 2006 goodwill toward men. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!"
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Poetry Slam Deluxe “Spoken
Wor(l)ds"” at the English
Theatre Frankfurt

December 13, 2010. The
German American Poetry
Slam Project “Spoken Wor
(Dds” featured U.S. slam poet Jon Sands

from New York as special guest at the sold-out
English Theatre Frankfurt on December 13.
Jon’s performance drew raving applause and
cheers from the audience, which consisted
mostly of high school students. Ten ambitious
German, Swiss and Austrian poets seized the
microphone after him and earned no less
enthusiasm from the crowd. Moderators Lars
Ruppel and Florian Cieslik added further
entertainment and fun to the evening. Jury
members in the audience had a hard time
choosing the winner amidst all that talent, but
agreed on Nektarios Vlachopoulus from
Heidelberg in the end.

Organized by Lars Ruppel and supported by the
U.S. Mission to Germany “Spoken Wor(l)ds”
features American slam poets at events taking
place all over Germany until October 2011. If
you're interested in featuring one of them at
your school or other program, please contact us:
IRCFrankfurt@state.gov. More

About the Consulate
Consul General
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Seminar for school newspaper
_ editors in Kassel

| December 3 - 4,2010. The U.S.
Consulate General, the

*! Hesse Center for Political
Education and the
Jugendpresse Hessen e.V. jointly organized a
seminar in English on "The United States Under
President Obama" for school newspaper editors
at the youth hostel in Kassel. Three experts, two
of them American, discussed the meaning of the
election of Barack Obama as president, the core
elements and implementation of his domestic
and foreign policy agenda as well as the
opposition he had been facing in Congress, from
lobbies, as well as from parts of the media and
the general public. The young journalists also
had the opportunity to follow up on the various
topics in smaller discussion groups, to deal with
technical aspects of journalistic work and to work
on an article, the best one of which is publicized
here: Winning Article

Consul Jeanine Collins presents
Fulbright Distinguished Chair in
Internatioral Eucafionnl Exchange Program Tubingen

December 1, 2010. Public Affairs Officer Jeanine Collins
represented the U.S. Mission to Germany at the inauguration of
the second Fulbright Distinguished Chair of American Studies at
Eberhard Karls University in Tibingen on December 1. She
introduced this year’s chair Prof. Robert Norrell, Bernadotte
Schmitt Chair of Excellence and Professor of History at the
University of Tennessee who will teach in Tubingen at the
American Studies Department as well as the History
Department until next summer. Norrell is one of the most
renowned experts on race relations in the U.S., the civil rights
movement, and the history of the South. Tubingen university
president Bernd Engler, history department dean Georg Schild,
and the Fulbright Commission representative, Reiner Rohr,
welcomed the announcement by the Fulbright Commission to
extend the Distinguished Chair in Tubingen for two more years.

Ambassador Philip D. Murphy
continues Soccer Diplomacy
Tour

On Monday evening,
November 29, 2010,

| Ambassador Philip D.
Murphy and his wife,
Tammy Murphy, joined over 600 guests at the
Frankfurt Congress Centre for the final draw of
the FIFA Women's World Cup 2011™. In the
Soccer World Cup, which will take place June 26-
July 17, the United States were placed in group
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C, and will be battling it out for a place in the
quarter-finals with the Democratic Republic of
Korea, Columbia and Sweden. Host Germany
faces Canada, Nigeria and France in Group A,
with Germany and Canada playing the
tournament's opening match on June 26 at the
Berlin Olympiastadion. The day after the
Women'’s Final Draw for FIFA Women's World
Cup 2011™ Ambassador Murphy met with the
president of the German Soccer Association
(DFB), Dr. Theo Zwanziger, to discuss the
development of soccer in the United States and
Germany as well as outreach opportunities on
the occasion of the upcoming Women'’s World
Cup. More

Power to the Women! Frankfurt
Program against Gender Based
Violence

November 29, 2010. In
support of the
International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women on
November 25 and in observance of the
accompanying 16 Days of Activism against
Gender Based Violence, PA Frankfurt hosted
gender rights activist Susan Catania who
discussed her activities in the lllinois Coalition
Against Sexual Assault (ICASA) with
representatives of the media, the Domestic
Violence Prevention Section of the Hesse
Department of Social Welfare, the City of
Frankfurt's women’s office and several NGOs for
women'’s issues on November 29. Ms. Catania
focused on her 30 years of feminist activism, her
ten years in the lllinois House of Representatives
and her engagement for the rights of minorities.
She shared violence prevention information
materials and videos to use in schools and in
immigrant and minority populations with the
group. More

Amazing evening with David
Garrett and CG Edward M.
Alford

On the evening of
November 18, Consul
General Edward M. Alford
invited members of
Frankfurt’s culture scene

to welcome a very special guest. David Garrett,
the world-class violinist whose CD just made the
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top of the charts in Germany, was in Frankfurt
for a concert on November 19, and was greeting
with acclaim and applause by the gathered
guests. Unexpectedly for him, his record label
Universal chose this event to present him with an
award for this first number one album, “Rock
Symphonies.” Dirk Bauer of Universal made the
presentation. Noting that Garrett is a son of a
German father and an American mother, his
manager Rick Blaskey pointed out that Garrett is
a wonderful cultural ambassador for Germany
and America. Later on David Garrett performed
two songs on his Stradivarius violin, to the
delight of his audience. Photo Gallery

Scheherazade at the Frankfurt
City Library: “What love stories
= i would you tell, if you had only

Alia Yurnks
nine days left to tell them?”
November 18, 2010. American
Writer, Journalist and Filmmaker
Alia Yunis enchanted the

participants in her program at the Frankfurt city library with

stories from her debut novel "The Night Counter” on November
18. Shifting between the United States and Lebanon, “The
Night Counter” unravels four generations of Abdullah family
secrets with a great sense of comic timing and a deft touch of
magical realism. It touches on the histories of both the United
States and the Middle East over the last one hundred years:
“The beautiful and immortal Scheherazade has been roaming
the earth for eleven centuries, and she yearns for a story to
distract her. When she follows an American soldier home from
Iraq out of curiosity, she runs into Fatima Abdullah in Los
Angeles, a cantankerous and fiercely loyal matriarch of a
sprawling Arab-American clan, and becomes fascinated by
Fatima'’s stories” - just like the audience in Frankfurt that
night. Frankfurt Actor Ursula lllert brought three main
characters of the book to life in a moving performance and
reading from the German translation “Feigen in Detroit”, which
has been published by Aufbau Verlag.

N

Awfbou Germuany

9 ‘ "Die Brucke" in Giel3en
=

"Die Briicke celebrates 60th anniversary

November 13, 2010. Founded
by German and American
women, the club "Die
Brucke" celebrated its
60th anniversary at the
Giel3en City Hall. Club
President Roger Schmidt welcomed Lord Mayor
Dietlind Grabe-Scholz, Gary Bautell, President of
the Federation of German-American Clubs, and
Doria Rosen, Deputy Principal Officer at the U.S.
Consulate General in Frankfurt. In her remarks,
Rosen congratulated the club on its anniversary
and thanked it for its successful engagement for
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charity and German-American friendship. In the
anniversary brochure, U.S. Ambassador Philip D.
Murphy also expressed his appreciation for the
club's achievements and ability to live the
German-American partnership day-by-day and to
pass it on to the successor generations. Music
for the festive event was provided by the United
States Army Europe Band & Chorus whose
dynamic singing and dance performances
brought the many guests up on their feet for
standing ovations.

Tamar Jacoby Discusses “What
It Means to Be an Immigration
Country”
November 10, 2010. On
November 10, Tamar
Jacoby, President and CEO
of ImmigrationWorks USA,
a nationally-known
journalist and author, and
; recipient of the 2010/2011
Berlin Prize Fellowship from the American
Academy in Berlin, presented her views on
Immigration before engaging in dialogue with
Prof. Dr. Konrad Jarausch (Free University
Berlin) and an encouraged audience at the
Holzhausenschldsschen in Frankfurt. Jacoby
stressed the importance of a clear national
identity that encourages both diversity in the
private life and a public sphere free of ethnicity.
Government policy, she argued, should be
focused toward institutions that promote social
mobility for all groups, including a fluent labor
market, accessible home ownership and
education. While she stated her belief that every
country should be able to decide whether it
wishes to be a country of immigration, she was
optimistic about Germany’s progress as a
fledgling country of immigrants. Prof. Jarausch
was in agreement with many of Jacoby’s
arguments, but criticized a lack of honesty in
American culture about xenophobia and those
who fail to achieve the American Dream. More

Students discover American
Role in East-West German

History at Point Alpha__

November 9, 2010. On
November 9th, the
anniversary of then fall of
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,i the Berlin wall, Public

... Affairs Frankfurt arranged
i ' for a group of student

5 journalists to participate in
the annual “Student
Project Day” at the former
{ American observation
point Alpha near Fulda,
which is now a memorial site and learning
center. The students interviewed historians,
witnesses of the era (Zeitzeugen) from the
former GDR, as well as representatives of the
American military about their experiences during
the time of the wall. Afterwards, they joined a
tour of the memorial site and learned about the
daily life of the American soldiers who observed
their Russian counterparts from the camp. The
students will report about their findings and
impressions in the youth sections of local media
and their respective school newspapers.

"MeetUS" School Programs in
Frankfurt and Butzbach

November 3 and 8, 2010. As part
of its "MeetUS"” school program,
the U.S. Consulate General
arranged two workshops on “The
American Dream” and "The United
States - A Country of Immigrants” conducted by American
political science student Eric Browne at the Bettinaschule in
Frankfurt and at the Weidig Gymnasium in Butzbach. In
Frankfurt Browne explained the history of the American Dream
through a lot of interaction with the pupils asking them also to
imagine their own dreams. In Butzbach he explained the
historical, cultural and political dimensions of immigration to the
United States. He emphasized the distinctly ethnic roots and
background of American popular culture, even of those
manifestations, such as Hollywood, considered to be
quintessentially “American” with movie stars whose names,
until the 1970s, suggested Anglo-Saxon origins. A slide showing
that the state of Hesse had a higher percentage of citizens with
at least one foreign-born parent than the United States hit
home the fact that both countries faced similar challenges as
immigrant societies.

Consul Jeanine Collins presents
 U.S. perspective at panel
discussion on entrepreneurship
November 4, 2010. On
November 4, PAO Jeanine
Collins took part in an
engaging panel discussion on entrepreneurship
hosted by IKU.NET at the Frankfurter PresseClub
as part of the Interkulturelle Wochen 2010. The
discussion focused on entrepreneurship’s
instrumental role in creating jobs and ensuring
future economic prosperity, as well as the unique
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abilities of immigrant entrepreneurs, and how to
encourage entrepreneurial behavior. The
panelists spoke about the cultural specifics with
regard to entrepreneurship in Germany, Turkey
and the U.S. Among the panelists were two
successful German-Turkish entrepreneurs -
Hatice Nizam, celebrity hair stylist from
Frankfurt, and Ercan Ataman, CEO of an Istanbul-
based transnational logistics company - who
chronicled their successful business endeavors.
Jessica Di Bella from the Institute for Small and
Medium Sized Companies and Entrepreneurship
at the University of Mannheim, and Professor
Ebner from Frankfurt's Goethe University
provided the German perspective. IKU.net e.V. is
an intercultural network for business women and
aims to further encourage entrepreneurship
among women, and to assist and motivate
women engaging in intercultural business
relations.

Thinking of going abroad? Stop
at the Frankfurt City Library
First

November 6, 2010. The U.S.
Consulate General Frankfurt/
EducationUSA, Eurodesk Germany
and the International Placement
Service of the Labor Exchange held an afternoon information
session at the City Library Frankfurt on studying and working in
the United States, overseas and the European Union. More than
200 participants from the Rhein-Main region used the
opportunity to ask for advice and pick up information material.
Up to 30 participants attended the three presentations on
studying and working in other countries. At the booth of the U.
S. Consulate Frankfurt/EducationUSA, questions ranged from
how to organize a stay as an Au Pair to internships, studying
and working in the United States. The Consular Section
provided extensive information on visa. Frankfurt City Library is
an America@YourLibrary partner.

L | Lev Raphael Discusses his
I Memoir "My Germany” with

October 29+30, 2010. On his
two-week reading tour in
Germany, Lev Raphael,
prize-winning pioneer in
American Jewish Literature and the author of 19
books, visited Frankfurt and Kirn on October 29
and 30 to introduce his memoir "My Germany: A

Jewish Writer Returns to the World His Parents
Escaped.” In Kirn, Lev was invited to the city

library as part of Rhineland-Palatinate’s state-
wide library festival and engaged in a lively
discussion with some fifty students after the
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reading. The Jewish Museum in Frankfurt
featured him the next day, where he mixed a
very personal account of his family’s history with
humorous anecdotes from his first travels to
Germany. Lev's work has been translated into
nearly a dozen languages. The Michigan State
University Libraries recently bought his literary
papers for their archives. More | Photo Gallery |
About "My Germany" | About Lev Raphael

Ambassador Philip D. Murphy
delivers opening speech at 4th
Transatlantic Business

# Conference

On October 28, Ambassador Philip
D. Murphy and Consul General
Edward M. Alford attended the
American Chamber of Commerce’s
4th Transatlantic Business
Conference at the Sheraton
Frankfurt Congress Hotel. The
Ambassador stressed the importance of America’s trade
relations with Europe in his opening speech, calling them the
engine of the world’s economic growth. Ambassador Murphy
acknowledged America’s current economic issues, yet
highlighted that now was a good time to invest in America -
among other reasons - to assure the next generation will grow
up with an optimistic mindset. What followed were two days of
outstanding keynotes, panel discussions involving prominent
leaders in business and politics as well as focused workshops.

ol Happy Halloween: “Red Card
for Racism” 2nd Anniversary
Celebrated with Pumpkin Party
at Pestalozzischule

As patron of the
Pestalozzihauptschule in
Ludwigshafen as ,,School
without Racism — School

with Courage", Consul
General Alford paid a visit to the school earlier in
October to get an update on their recent
activities to confront racism and further mutual
understanding. In light of the upcoming
pumpkin and Halloween season, the school had
organized a “pumpkin party” as a framework for
the event. The cooking workgroup served
pumpkin dishes, while other students and
teachers performed raps, songs and dances. In
his remarks, Consul General Alford emphasized
the consulate’s support for the school’s activities
and highlighted the Windows on America
program that had brought ten Pestalozzi
students to the U.S. in 2009. Afterwards, he
talked about Halloween traditions in America and
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showed the excited audience how to carve out a
pumpkin in less than 15 minutes. The students,
teachers and politicians in attendance were
thrilled and shared their own Halloween
experiences with the Consul General. More

| Photo Gallery | Halloween in the U.S.

Consul General Alford at

, Frankfurt BizCamp Contest

k October 15, 2010. On October
' 15, twenty students
between the ages of 15
and 17 presented their
business concepts to a jury comprised of CG
Alford and high-ranking representatives of the
Frankfurt finance world and city as well as state
government. The students had been studying
and practicing entrepreneurial thinking and
developed their economics knowledge in the
previous five days as part of the Frankfurt
BizCamp, which is jointly organized by
Xchanging, NFTE (Network For Teaching
Entrepreneurship) Deutschland e.V., the START-
Stiftung gGmbH and the Frankfurt Union Club e.
V. (UIC). Its sponsors, besides the consulate,
include the Hessian Ministry of Economics, the
City of Frankfurt, Deutsche Bank, Deutsches
Aktieninstitut, and Frankfurt Main Finance. The
first prize was awarded to a 17-year-old for his
business idea “"Ex-Chamber” that tackled the
inconvenience and safety hazard of discarding
used matches by adding an additional safety
chamber to the matchbox.

Ambassador Philip D. Murphy
" in Rheinland-Pfalz:
Government, the Church and
Soccer
October 12, 2010. On his
second official visit to
Rheinland-Pfalz
Ambassador Philip D.

- Murphy was received by

Malnz Lord Mayor Jens Beutel, met Mainz citizens
and this year’s American Mainz-Louisville
exchange student, and signed the Golden Book
of Mainz. Accompanied by Consul General
Edward M. Alford, Ambassador Murphy gave a
lengthy interview to Allgemeine Zeitung. He later
attended a luncheon hosted by Julia Kléckner,
member of the German Bundestag, in her home
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town of Bad Kreuznach. In the afternoon,
Ambassador Murphy paid a courtesy call to
Kardinal Karl Lehman in Mainz and received a
tour of the Dom in Mainz. A very special event
was a visit to soccer club FSV Mainz 05, currently
the most successful team in the German soccer
league. Ambassador Murphy was received by the
complete leadership of Mainz 05, spoke with the
two U.S. players on the U-23 team, Jared Jeffrey
and Preston Zimmerman, watched a training of
the professional team and exchanged soccer
anecdotes with coach Thomas Tuchel. More |

Photo Gallery

Book Fair Time in Frankfurt -
Stories, Surfing, and a Video

@ \Webchat

k84 October 6-10, 2010. Consul
General Edward M. Alford
attended the opening of
the Frankfurt International

Book Fair, the world's
biggest book trade show, on October 5, 2010.
From October 6 through 10 more than 7000
exhibitors from over 100 countries offered a
major marketplace for buying rights and licenses
and a global forum on the future of books, when
facing the overwhelming digital age. In the
opening speeches, German Foreign Minister
Guido Westerwelle and Argentine President
Cristina Kirchner, whose country is the Guest of
Honor this year, shared thoughts on the
relationship between printed and digital books, a
hot topic among publishers, booksellers, writers,
and readers. On October 6, senior officials of the
consulate enjoyed a tour of the Fair and made
new contacts to publishers for future
programming. As guest of honor the

consulate featured American journalist and writer
Michael Scott Moore from California, who
presented his new book "Sweetness and Blood:

How Surfing Spread from Hawaii and California
to the Rest of the World, with Some Unexpected
Results" at the Fair. Mike spoke to enthusiastic

audiences at the Theodor-Heuss-Schule in
Offenbach, the English Theatre Frankfurt, as well
as in a video chat at the consulate’s booth at the
Book Fair. More

Consul General Alford Attends
FGAC German-American Day
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Celebration_

October 9, 2010. Consul
General Edward Alford
attended a German-
American Day Celebration
hosted by the Federation
of German American Clubs
(FGACQC) in the Wiesbaden City Hall. The Consul
General joined the Federation's President Gary
Bautell as well as representatives of the city
parliament and the U.S. Armed Forces in
addressing over 200 guests and members of
German-American Clubs from all over Germany
and abroad. During the course of the ceremony,
German astronaut Thomas Reiter was awarded
the Lucius D. Clay Medal, named after the father
of the Berlin Airlift, for his contributions to
German-American understanding and
cooperation. Former NASA administrator Mike
Griffin and Prof. Dr. Johann-Dietrich Worner,
Chairman of the Board of the German Center for
Air and Space Travel, offered special tributes to
Reiter's achievements not only as an astronaut
but also for his important role in German-
American-Russian cooperation. More

German-American Friendship

U™ 4l Day in Frankfurt

L &Y GYNEYIE ey .
e 5 4" b Y October 6, 2010. City

: @ ﬁ'ﬁ Treasurer Uwe Becker and
2 ﬂﬂi‘--sf RS Consul General Edward M.
Alford welcomed hundreds
of German and American
citizens on German-American Friendship Day,
originally initiated by President Ronald Reagan
on October 6. In the magnificent Kaisersaal of
Frankfurt’s city hall Rémer, approximately 500
guests listened both Mr. Becker and CG Alford
emphasize the historic and current ties between
Frankfurt and the United States. Mr. Becker and
CG Alford also presented the awards of the 2010
“UnderstandinG” competition “Mainhattan: Eine
Stadt - Ein Alltag!? Deutsche und Amerikaner in
Eurer Stadt" - a jointly sponsored project by the
city and the consulate, encouraging German and
American youth to submit entries outlining what
they thought connected particularly Germans
and Americans in the daily life of the city. After
the welcome, guests relaxed to the sounds of U.
S. Air Forces Band “Wings of Dixie.”

It's Book Fair Time in Frankfurt
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- and the U.S. Consulate
General Joins In!_

October 6-10, 2010. Consul
General Edward M. Alford
attended the opening of
the Frankfurt International
Book Fair, the world's
biggest book trade show,
on October 5, 2010. From October 6 through 10
more than 7000 exhibitors from over 100
countries offer a major marketplace for buying
rights and licenses and a global forum on the
future of books, when facing the overwhelming
digital age. In the opening speeches, German
Foreign Minister Guido Westerwelle and
Argentine President Cristina Kirchner, whose
country is the Guest of Honor this year, shared
thoughts on the relationship between printed and
digital books, a hot topic among publishers,
booksellers, writers, and readers. On October 6,
senior officials of the consulate enjoyed a tour of
the Fair, where they were especially impressed
by the presentation of the Guest of Honor
Argentina. As in previous years, the U.S. Mission
to Germany participates in the Frankfurt Book
Fair. The exhibit features German American
relations, American culture and events with our
German partners as well as publications and
products for schools and libraries, and
specialized services for information professionals
and academics. More

USA a hit at JUBI Frankfurt
October 2, 2010. 1700
students and their parents
enjoyed learning about
various programs available
‘d to high school students
= interested in spending
time in another country. At the
“Jugendbildungsmesse Frankfurt” more than 50
exchange organizations and educational advisers
presented their programs and services. Visitors
picked up information materials and chatted to
former exchange students. The EducationUSA/US

Consulate General Frankfurt infotable was hugely

popular with students mostly asking about high
school year abroad and Au Pair and the visa
application process. The presentations on what
to consider when deciding on an organization
was attended by more than 100 people. The U.S.
continues to be the most popular destination for
students interested in spending time abroad.
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Interested in exchanges: Meet us on November
6th in the Frankfurt City Library

. /" Bicycle Diplomacy Tour
48 through the Saarland

| Alford toured Saarland by
bicycle September 27-28,
- | meeting contacts, visiting
schools and businesses
and exchanging ideas with a broad range of
people. Consul General Alford was welcomed in
St. Wendel by former Member of the Bundestag
and President of the German American
Friendship Club, Helmut Rauber, and by St.
Wendel Cultural Commissioner Harry Hauch. The
total 179- kilometer tour started on Monday
morning with a trip in and around St. Wendel,
and a visit to Cusanus Gymnasium, where
Consul Alford engaged students in conversation.
Consul General Alford continued his bicycle ride
through Oberlinxweiler, Niederlinxweiler, and
Ottweiler to Saarbricken, where the first day
ended with a dinner with representatives from
various German-American Friendship Circles
from the Saarland, Dr. Hartmut Gimmler,
director of the German American Institute of
Saarbrucken, and a number of friends and
supporters of the Institute. More | Photo Gallery

Kaiserslautern - Davenport,
lowa: 50th Sister City
Anniversary

September 19 & 20, 2010. In
2010, the city of
Kaiserslautern celebrates
| the 50th anniversary of

: their sister-cities
partnership with Davenport, lowa. Two events
honored the long and successful friendship last
weekend. On Sunday, the Ritterberg High
School Big Band (Kaiserslautern) and "Jazz
Limited" of the American Highschool Ramstein
performed in Kaiserslautern and raised money
for a social project in Davenport. Before the
concert, a greeting from U.S. Consul General
Edward Alford was read emphasizing the
importance of sister cities. On September 20th,
the U.S. Consulate General/EducationUSA held

an information session on studying and working
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in the United States at the Burggymnasium. The
event, organized by the City of Kaiserslautern,
was attended by more than 60 high school and
university students and their parents. The
presentation on exchange opportunities with the
U.S. was followed by a questions & answer
session on topics ranging from organizing a high
school year abroad, working as an Au Pair to
attending college in the U.S.

Ambassador Murphy in
Pirmasens at Repatriation
Ceremony of WWII1 Art

September 9, 2010. U.S.
Ambassador Philip D. Murphy
visited Pirmasens on September 9
to close another chapter of U.S.-German post-war history.
Eleven oil paintings that vanished from the Pirmasens Museum
collection in Germany after 1945 were symbolically handed over
at a repatriation ceremony by the Ambassador to Pirmasens’
Lord Mayor Dr. Bernhard Matheis. In his speech, the
Ambassador cited the event as a wonderful example of German-
American friendship. The Ambassador and the Lord Mayor
thanked Beth Ann MacFadden, who inherited eight of the eleven
paintings from her ex-GIl great uncle and then researched the
provenance, for her courage and honor in returning the
paintings once she discovered their past connection to
Pirmasens. (More)

Ambassador Murphy opens
international conference on
homegrown terrorism in
Tubingen

September 8, 2010. On the eve of
the 9th anniversary of 9/11,
Ambassador Philip D. Murphy
together with Baden-Wirttemberg’s Interior Minister Heribert
Rech opened the pathbreaking conference ,Radicalization in
Western Societies: Preventing ,Homegrown Terrorism" at the
Eberhard Karls University Tubingen on September 8 (Remarks
by the Ambassador). The conference, organized by the Political
Science Department of the University of Tubingen, was
supported by the State Ministry of Baden-Wurttemberg and U.S.
Mission to Germany. The conference brought together scholars
and practitioners from the United States, Australia, Ireland and
Germany to discuss the danger of home-grown terrorism as well
as measures to identify and prevent the degree of alienation
that could lead to acceptance of ideologies of violence. (More) |
Photo Gallery

Deputy Principal Officer Doria
Rosen Attends Iftar At The
State Ministry Of Baden-
Wirttemberg

September 7, 2010. On
September 7, Deputy Principal Officer Doria Rosen attended an
Iftar dinner hosted by the State Ministry of Baden-Wurttemberg
in Stuttgart. State Secretary Hubert Wicker and State Council
for intercultural and interreligious dialogue Prof. Dr. Regina
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Ammicht Quinn invited over 50 guests to the Iftar at Villa
Reitzenstein. In their greetings Prof. Dr. Regina Ammicht Quinn
and Islamic scholar Hussein Hamdan underlined the importance
of interfaith dialogue and emphasized the leading role of Baden-
Wurttemberg in promoting that dialogue in Germany. Deputy
Principal Officer Doria Rosen added that celebrating Iftar in the
United States has a long tradition and that already 200 years
ago President Jefferson hosted an Iftar for Muslims. The
successful evening finished with a surprise birthday serenade
for Deputy Principal Officer Doria Rosen.

Consul General Alford Opens
Art Exhibition In Russelsheim

September 5, 2010. Together with
the exhibition’s curator Beate
Kemfert and the lord mayor of
Russelsheim Stefan Gieltowski
Consul General Edward M. Alford, as patron, opened the art
exhibition “"American Pop Posters” at the Opelvillen Russelsheim
on September 5. The exhibition is open to the public from
September 9 until November 28 and shows about 100 large-
sized posters from the collection of the Museum fir Kunst und
Gewerbe Hamburg as well as the poster collection of Claus von
der Osten. The exhibition highlights works of the American pop
art design covering the period from the 1960s until today and
includes well-known artists such as Roy Lichtenstein, Andy
Warhol, Jasper Johns, Robert Indiana and Keith Haring, who
expressed various political and social messages.

| Consul General Alford hosts
Iftar Dinner with U.S. poet
Nathalie Handal

September 2, 2010. To celebrate
| Ramadan, Consul General Edward
M. Alford hosted an Iftar for
distinguished guests from
intercultural and interreligious
initiatives at his residence on September 2. In his welcome
remarks Consul General Alford remembered the positive and
peaceful values of Islam and emphasized the importance of the
Ramadan for Muslims all over the world. Guest of honor, poet,
playwright and writer Nathalie Handal, who has lived in different
countries on four continents, continued the evening with a
poetry recitation of her own work. Mita Banerjee, Professor of
American studies at the University of Mainz, read out the
German translations of Nathalie Handal's poems. The guests
enjoyed her poems on love and identity and took the
opportunity to ask questions. The successful evening finished
with the dinner and many inspiring discussions. The next
morning, Nathalie Handal read her poetry and discussed
intercultural understanding with 12 graders of Elisabethenschule
in Frankfurt. (More)

1Lk
13 w - American Citizen Information
- { 3

Night

September 2, 2010. Several
4% hundred American citizens came to
td, - the Consulate to learn about the
e = Wwide range of consular and other
services provided to the local American community by the State
Department and other agencies such as the IRS, the Social
Security Administration and the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Service. Consul General Edward Alford and
Consular Section Chief Lawrence Mire welcomed the guests. The
event also featured a Community Groups Fair in which around
30 local organizations, including churches, schools and social
clubs, participated. In addition, guests were treated to a live

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/selected-events-july-december-2010.html (15 of 23) [1/6/2011 11:42:47 AM]


http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/09/05/posters.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/09/05/posters.html
http://www.opelvillen.de/
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/09/02/handal-iftar.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/09/02/handal-iftar.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/09/02/handal-iftar.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/09/02/handal-iftar.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/09/02/amcitnight.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/09/02/amcitnight.html

Selected Events July - December 2010 - Consulate General Frankfurt, Germany

square dance performance by the Beaux and Belles Square
Dance Club of Frankfurt. The event provided a great opportunity
to exchange information, ideas and helpful tips for Americans
living in the Frankfurt area. If you were unable to come and
chat with us in person, please send us any questions you may
have to GermanyACS@state.gov. For general information about
services for U.S. Citizens please see: http://germany.
usembassy.gov/acs/

Celebrating Dr. Wolfgang
Hamberger’s Birthday at Point
Alpha

August 30, 2010. To honor the
80th birthday of Fulda’s longterm
Lord Mayor Dr. Wolfgang
Hamberger, the Point Alpha Foundation invited over 90 guests
to a reception at Schloss Geisa, among them

former Ministerpresident of Thuringia and Rhineland-Palatinate
Dr. Bernhard Vogel. As Fulda’s Lord Mayor from 1970-1998,
Hamberger was deeply engaged in improving and deepening the
city’s relations to the U.S. and making the U.S. soldiers during
the Cold War years feel at home in Fulda. In their greetings
Brigadier General Marc A. Bellini, Public Affairs Officer Jeanine
Collins and deputy chairman of the board of Point Alpha
Foundation Berthold Drucker underlined their appreciation for
the former Lord Mayor’s importance and his achievements for
German-American friendship during the Cold War. Jeanine
Collins characterized Hamberger as a great friend of the U.S.
and Point Alpha as highly important in reminding people of the
value of freedom and democracy. As chairman of Point Alpha’s
Foundation board of trustees Hamberger is actively promoting
to keep the memory of German-American cooperation and the
history of the Cold War alive.

'y l ' “Direct Hit” Rocks Frankfurt’'s
L i"f Museumsuferfest

-

n "ﬂ “ August 28-29, 2010. The highlight
o T " of Frankfurt’s festival summer
= - = 2010, the August 27-29
Museumsuferfest (Museum
Embankment Festival), is one of Europe’s largest cultural
festivals, encompassing museum exhibits, free concerts,
entertainment and food from around the world. This year more
than 2 million people visited the museums and were entertained
with live music, theatre and readings on 20 stages. On Saturday
and Sunday, the English Theatre Frankfurt and the U.S.
Consulate General Frankfurt joined forces to present the rock
and pop formation of the U.S. Air Forces in Europe “Direct Hit”.
Consul General Edward M. Alford and Public Affairs Officer
Jeanine Collins introduced the band on August 28 and 29
respectively. Hundreds of festival visitors danced in front of the
stage on both days despite cold and rainy weather, asking
“Direct Hit” to send just one more hit tune their way. | Photo

Gallery

Frankfurt Celebrates the Blues
August 26, 2010. A sell-out crowd
of 1100 blues fans braved the
elements on August 26 to hear
first-rate American blues band
“Omar & The Howlers” play their
only concert in Germany on their
European summer tour at the Palmengarten in Frankfurt. Consul
General Alford greeted the audience and briefly introduced the
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artists at this annual blues event co-sponsored by the
Palmengarten, the U.S. Consulate General and the Frankfurter
Rundschau. Kent “Omar” Dykes (guitar), Paul “Junior” Nass
(bass) and Asmus Jensen (drums) presented the entire range of
blues styles and were celebrated by the enthusiastic crowd with
standing ovations. It is a testament to the superb quality of the
band that the audience stayed through thunder and rain and
requested several encores before finally letting "Omar & The
Howlers” leave the stage after two hours of pure blues power. |
Photo Gallery

Westerburg Students Discuss
Obama Presidency

August 26, 2010. Andrew lIsaak, a
German-American graduate
student at Heidelberg University,
discussed “"The United States
Under President Obama” with a
class of 12th graders at the Konrad-Adenauer-High School in
Westerburg/Rhineland-Palatinate. He explained Obama's
domestic and foreign policy agenda and the extent to which he
has been able to implement it. He highlighted successes such as
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, health care
reform, financial reform, the signing of the new START treaty
with Russia as well as the withdrawal of the last combat troops
from Iraq according to schedule. He also explained the limits to
executive presidential power in the American checks-and-
balances system and the strong opposition faced by the
President in Congress, parts of the public and the media.

U.S. artist Joan Backes
presents her “Forest House" in
Darmstadt

August 20, 2010. U.S. artist Joan
Backes designed her artwork
“Forest House” in the deep woods
of Darmstadt for the 5th
International Forest Art Path
project “Freedom and Wilderness”. Her installation made of
branches from the forest is an amalgamation of the houses from
Grimm'’s fairytales. When walking inside everyone has the
opportunity to imagine one’s own fairytale. The forest art
exhibition is on show until September 26. An interview with
Joan Backes will be coming soon.

Consul General Alford attends
DITIB Iftar

August 11, 2010. Consul
General Alford attended an
iftar dinner on
Wednesday, August 11,
hosted by the Frankfurt
chapter of DITIB. Approximately 50 guests,
included in Turkish Consul General llhan Sayagili,
attended the iftar. Hessen State Secretary for
Culture Heinz Wilhelm Brockmann delivered the
keynote address, in which he discussed the effort
to integrate Muslim religious instruction into
schools. CG Alford and CG Saygili both delivered
remarks. | President Obama's Ramadan Message
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' Consul General Alford at MAIN
FM Radio in Frankfurt

August 10, 2010. Consul General
Edward M. Alford visited MAIN FM
Frankfurt radio station, offices and
broadcast studios on August 10.

" The Consul General was
interviewed by MAIN FM'’s editor-in-chief Torsten Williamson-
Fuchs on German-American relations, the importance of the
Rhein-Main region to the U.S. and his life as Consul General.
MAIN FM has been on air since September 2004 and reports on
the Rhein-Main region’s political and economic topics.

Thorpe Cup in Marburg

August 7/8, 2010. The annual
decathlon competition between
American and German decathletes
took place in Marburg on August 7
and 8. About 4,000 sport
enthusiasts watched the U.S. decathlete Joe Detmer become
the “king of track and field” by winning the singles competition,
while the German team won the team score for the first time in
ten years. Public Affairs Officer Jeanine Collins provided a
greeting for the print version of the official competition program
and Shiraz Wahaj represented the Consulate during the games
and presented the medals for the long jump.

Outreach to Freiburg: Deputy
Principal Officer Doria Rosen
Meets with German and

American Students

August 4, 2010. On August 4, Deputy Principal Officer Doria
Rosen visited the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and
International Criminal Law in Freiburg, which currently hosts a
summer program for American students of the Hostra Law
University in New York. Ms. Rosen, a Hofstra Law alumna
herself, met with professors and students from Max Planck and
Hofstra and presented an overview of the U.S. Consulate’s
activities and responsibilities in its consular district. She also
described her career in the Army and Diplomatic Service after
her graduation from Hofstra and then led a discussion on career
perspectives for lawyers in the Foreign Service. In the
afternoon, Ms. Rosen visited the German American Institute
(GAI) in Freiburg where she developed program ideas with its
leadership and spoke to young German students who participate
in the GAIl’'s Summer Academy.

; U.S. Consul General Alford at
European Youth Parliament
Session In Frankfurt

August 2, 2010. In the course of
the 64th International Session of
the European Youth Parliament
taking place in Frankfurt from July 30 to August 8, Consul
General Edward M. Alford joined other experts from business
and politics in debating the role of Europe in the world with 250
young delegates from 32 European countries. In simultaneous
World-Café sessions titled “Turning Europe Inside Out,” each of
the experts engaged a small group of delegates in informal
discussions of topics in their area of expertise. In his discussion
of “Cooperation between Europe and the United States on
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Global Issues” Consul General Edward M. Alford first gave an
introduction into the relations between Europe and the United
States, emphasizing their common interests and cultural
commonalities. He did not hesitate to answer controversial
questions raised by the delegates on a wide spectrum of topics,
ranging from climate change policy to the possible accession of
Turkey to the European Union.

Ambassador Murphy Meets
ILVP Alumni in Wiesbaden

July 27, 2010. During his trip to
Wiesbaden, Ambassador Murphy
met with representatives of four
parties in the Hesse parliament,
who were either former
participants in the State
Department’s International Visitor Leadership Program or had
lived in the U.S. for a longer period of time. Nancy Faeser from
the SPD and Astrid Wallmann from the CDU traveled to the U.S.
earlier this year. Kai Klose from the Green Party had been to
the U.S. in 2008 on an environmental program. They all told the
Ambassador about their experience in the U.S. One big issue
was the changing perspective on climate change and
communication of environmental issues. They all agreed on how
vital these trips are for the bilateral relationship.

-_

Award for Princeton Alumni
Association

July 26, 2010. At a ceremony at
the Sohnlein-Pabst Villa in
Wiesbaden, the Princeton Alumni
Association of Germany received
an award by the initiative “"Germany - Land of Ideas” for having
presented one the most innovative 365 ideas in Germany for
2010. The idea is to establish an endowment modelled on the
Princeton German Summer Work Program, which for many
years has been successfully stimulating interest in German
Studies at Princeton University by organizing and helping to
finance internships in the German-speaking areas of Europe.
The goal is to scale up this program, with the help of the
endowment, and to include students from other leading
American universities, thus significantly expanding the base for
German-American economic, academic and cultural cooperation
in the United States. The realization of the idea will be made
possible by a generous donation by Frankfurt-based
philanthropist Dagmar Westberg who was one of the guests of
honor. Representing the U.S. Embassy in Berlin, Dr. Helena
Kane Finn, Minister Counselor for Public Affairs, conveyed
greetings from Ambassador Philip D. Murphy and thanked David
T. Fisher, Chair of the Princeton Alumni Association, and his wife
Ethel for their exemplary engagement in strengthening German-
American ties. Dr. Finn also expressed her deep appreciation to
Ms. Westberg for her commitment to making the vision real.

Consul General Edward M.
Alford on summer tour in
Southern Baden-Wirttemberg
| July 14-16, 2010. On a three-
¥ day tour, Consul General
Edward M. Alford
discovered the most southwestern part of his
consular district and established important

http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/selected-events-july-december-2010.html (19 of 23) [1/6/2011 11:42:47 AM]


http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/07/27/alumni.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/07/27/alumni.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/07/26/princeton-alumni.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/07/26/princeton-alumni.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/07/15_cg_tour.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/07/15_cg_tour.html
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/2010/07/15_cg_tour.html

Selected Events July - December 2010 - Consulate General Frankfurt, Germany

contacts with politicians, journalists, business,
cultural institutions and schools. The tour started
with a visit to Phaenovum, a natural sciences
research center for high school students in
Lorrach, where Alford spoke with students about
their individual projects. Afterwards, the Lord
Mayor of Lorrach, Gudrun Heute-Bluhm, hosted a
lunch with local representatives from business
and the arts and cultural sectors. The busy day
continued with a visit to Weil am Rhein, the
award-winning Dreildnderbricke, the old quarter
of Otlingen, a tour of the new Vitra Haus and
Campus, and finally the opening of the Stimmen
Festival in Lorrach with a concert by the Kristin
Asbjgrnson Ensemble as well as Iris Stevenson
and the Los Angeles Crenshaw Gospel Choir. The
highlights of the following days were a charity
concert by the Luftwaffenmusikcorps and the
380th Army Reserve Band in Breisach, a
discussion with editors of Badische Zeitung, a
visit to SC Freiburg’s Badenova Stadium and
soccer school as well as numerous talks with
high school students of Rotteck Gymnasium. The
three day program concluded with a reception
for contacts and supporters of the Carl Schurz
Haus in Freiburg, the local German-American

Institute. | Photogallery

Celebrating Independence Day
d in the Saarland
July 11, 2010. Together with
% the German-American
Institute in Saarbricken
and the German-American
¥ Friendship Circle of
Saarland, Consul General Edward M. Alford took
part in an Independence Day celebration in the
city of Volklingen on July 11. Following a
welcome address from Dr. Hartmut H. Gimmler,
Chairman of the Board of the German-American
Institute, Consul General Alford gave a speech
about the importance of the American holiday.
Lord Mayor of the City of Volklingen, Klaus Lorig,
discussed German-American relations in the
region. The George Cunningham Trio provided
musical entertainment, and guests were treated
to an American buffet.

=

Stuttgart hosts Ambassador
Murphy

July 8/9, 2010. Ambassador Philip
Murphy’s two day visit to Stuttgart
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on July 8/9 started with a luncheon
meeting hosted by the Deutsch-
Tarkisches Forum. At the luncheon
he discussed integration issues
with the State Minister for
Intercultural and Interreligious
Issues, Dr. Ammicht Quinn, the
Head of the German-Turkish
Forum, Mehmet Varlik, a State
Parliamentarian of Turkish Descent, Ergun Can, and members of
the Big Brother/Big Sister program run by the German-Turkish
Forum. Interreligious questions were also the topic at the
Ambassador’s visit to the Jewish Community Center/Synagogue.
The Chairwoman of the Jewish Community Wirttemberg
Barbara Traub introduced the Ambassador to the Jewish
communities in Wirttemberg. The Founder of the relief
organization KinderBerg International Suzana Lipovac
familiarized the Ambassador with the organization’s
humanitarian aid projects in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia,
Kosovo, Macedonia, and Afghanistan. (More) | Photo gallery

Ambassador Murphy discusses
German-American Relations
and U.S. Policy
= = 8 July 9, 2010. On the morning of
AL e T July 9, the Deutsch-
Amerikanisches-Zentrum (DAZ) / James-F.-Byrnes Institute in
Stuttgart invited businesspeople and senior journalists for a
breakfast discussion with Ambassador Philip Murphy on German-
American relations. After a greeting by DAZ Director Michael
WeilRenborn, Ambassador Murphy talked about "The Globalized
German-American Relationship”. The DAZ is a non-profit, bi-
national institution, supported by the State Government of
Baden-Wurttemberg and the city of Stuttgart. It was founded in
1995 as the successor institution to the Stuttgart Amerika Haus.
The Institute’s goal is to foster positive German-American
relations through cultural and other programs.

Bosch Stiftung cited as Gold
Standard by Ambassador
Murphy

July 8, 2010. Ambassador Philip
Murphy met with 30 students of
four Stuttgart high schools and the
Bosch Foundation’s “Talent im
Land”-Fellows at a fireside chat
("Kamingesprach”) hosted by the Robert Bosch Stiftung on the
evening of July 8. In his remarks on transatlantic relations and
the financial crisis, he asked the students to always consider
three important “e’s” for their future life: education, as in
lifelong learning; exchanges, as being open for new ideas and
cultural experiences; and engagement. Prior to the discussion,
the Chairman of the Robert Bosch Stiftung Board of
Management Dieter Berg, Dr. Ingrid Hamm, Member of the
Board of Management and the Executive Vice President & Chief
Financial Officer Dr. Hans-Werner Cieslik greeted Ambassador
Murphy and introduced him to Robert Bosch Stiftung. (More)

Learning American Sports in
Frankfurt

July 5-8, 2010. Consul
General Edward M. Alford
opened this year’s
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. American Sports Summer
Camp on July 5 on the

" grounds of SC 1880 in
1 Frankfurt together with
organizer Ward Carr,
Director of the City of
Frankfurt’'s Sports Office
Georg Kemper, and the
sponsors. Sixty children
aged 9-16 will learn
traditional American sports baseball, football,
and lacrosse over the next four days from active
and former football, baseball and lacrosse
players from the Rhein-Main region. Also present
at the camp opening were the founders and
players of the Frankfurt Juniors Baseball Team of
1948.

— :;,_‘H:H ™ An International Birthday Party

= \\ for America

L.

= July 2, 2010. Consul General
-Fl Edward M. Alford
welcomed over 350 guests
= to his home on July 2 for
an early Independence
Day celebration in honor
of the 234th birthday of the United States of
America on July 4. Deputy Principal Officer Doria
Rosen and Public Affairs Officer Jeanine Collins
also represented the Consulate at what was a
truly international celebration of America, with
guests hailing from countries around the globe.
Consul General Alford made remarks, and the U.
S. Marine Corps band entertained. World Cup
excitement permeated the already festive
atmosphere. Consul General Alford presented U.
S. soccer jerseys to a diverse Frankfurt-USA
team consisting, among others, of Frankfurt Lord
Mayor Petra Roth, City Treasurer Uwe Becker,
Helga Nagel from the Frankfurt Office for
Multicultural Affairs, Arno Walter of
Commerzbank, and Isinay Kemmler of IKUNET.
Guests with soccer fever had the opportunity to
collectively watch the thrilling Brazil vs.
Netherlands quarterfinal match. It was a
memorable birthday celebration. | Photogallery

Preparing for Wisconsin
summer camp

July 1, 2010. Jyl Kuczynski, an
intern in the U.S. Consulate's press
and cultural section and a
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graduate student at Georgetown

University, conducted an orientation workshop for twenty 13-17
year-old Wiesbaden school children who will soon depart on a
two-week stay in a summer camp at the Central Wisconsin
Environmental Station in Stevens Point. The camp facilitates a
better understanding, motivation and skill development needed
in the engagement for a sustainable balance between the
environment, economy, and community. Representing different
schools, school types and mostly low-income families, the group
is largely sponsored by private companies based in

Wiesbaden. Jyl Kuczynski helped prepare the students for their
first-time visit to the United States by offering them an
overview of the American political system, background on the
election of President Barack Obama as well as insights into
American youth culture, values and attitudes. She ended the
workshop with a discussion of German-American cultural
differences and stereotypes.
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