Embassy of the United States of America
Press and Information Office
2, avenue Gabriel
75382 Paris Cedex 08

Press Release February 17, 2011

Ambassador Rivkin meets with his ivorian counterpart

Ambassador Charles Rivkin met today with his counterpart from Céte d'lvoire, Ambassador Ally
Coulibaly. Ambassador Rivkin congratulated Ambassador Coulibaly on his recent appointment
by President Alassane Ouattara and reiterated the U.S. government's support for President
Ouattara, the winner of Cote d'lvoire's November 28, 2010, presidential elections, as confirmed
by the country's Independent Electoral Commission, the United Nations, and other credible
observers.

Ambassador Rivkin expressed the United States government’s hope that former President
Gbagbo will quickly and peacefully accept the electoral results and hand over the remaining
political and administrative authorities to President Ouattara. The U.S. representative in France
further acknowledged the role of the African Union's High Level Panel to resolve the Ivoirian
crisis so that President Quattara is able to govern effectively and fully pursue his mandate.
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