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THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. Bon aprés-midi. (Applause.) | studied French in school, and that's
about as far as | got. (Laughter.) But, Mr. President, | understand clearly the affection with which
you've once again described our alliance and the friendship between our peoples. So thank you,
Nicolas, my partner, mon ami. Thank you. (Applause.) To Generals Puga and Estrate and members of
the French Armed Forces; to Mayor Brochand and the people of Cannes -- thank you for your wonderful
hospitality and the beautiful weather -- (laughter) -- that I'm enjoying here today. We stand here
today as free and democratic peoples because of each other. It was the ideas of the Enlightenment,
centered here in France, that helped inspire a band of Colonists across the ocean to seek our freedom.

It was the success of our Revolution that helped inspire your own. In our founding documents, we
pledge ourselves to the same inalienable rights, and to the truth that all men and women are created
equal. We are societies where our diversity is considered a strength; where you can become President
even if your name is Obama or Sarkozy. (Laughter.) We live by a common creed: life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness -- liberté, égalité, fraternité. (Applause.) And for more than two centuries, we
haven't simply professed these ideas, we have preserved them, by serving together and by sacrificing
together. And not far from here is the hometown of Admiral de Grasse, who helped Americans secure
our independence. Here at this memorial, we recall our shared sacrifices in the trenches of the First
World War. And just as President Sarkozy and | have honored those who fell at Normandy, let it also be
remembered that American and free French forces stormed the beaches of this southern coast. And not
far from here, at Rhone, some of them rest in peace in the land that they liberated. Nor have we simply
defended these ideals for ourselves. Together we have stood up for our ideals around the world. And
today, we pay special tribute to all those who have served and given their lives -- French, American, and
forces from our allies and partners -- so that Afghanistan will never again become a haven for those who
would attack us. They have sacrificed to keep us all safe, and we honor them all.  We saw this same
solidarity most recently in the mission to protect the Libyan people. When the old regime threatened to
massacre on a horrific scale, the world refused to stand by. The United States was proud to play a
decisive role, especially in the early days, taking out Libyan air defenses and conducting precision strikes
that stopped the regime in its tracks. But at the same time, this mission showed us why NATO remains
the world’s most effective alliance. We acted quickly, in days -- the fastest mobilization in NATO history.
And whether contributing forces or command staff, every single one of NATO’s 28 members played a
role. Eighteen nations, including Arab states, provided forces. And in a historic first, our NATO allies,
including France, and especially the extraordinary leadership of President Sarkozy, helped us to conduct
90 percent of our strike missions -- (applause) -- 90 percent. So that showed more nations bearing the



burdens and costs of peace and security. And that’s how our alliance must work in the 21st century.

In this mission, French and American soldiers, airmen, naval officers, served shoulder to shoulder -- the
commanders who planned and executed this complex operation; the pilots who prevented a massacre
in Benghazi; the tanker crews from bases here in France who sustained this operation; the airmen who
delivered lifesaving aid; the sailors and Marines who enforced the arms embargo at sea.  In fact,
American pilots even flew French fighter jets off a French aircraft carrier in the Mediterranean. Allies
don’t get any closer than that. And thanks to their extraordinary service, the last air mission over Libya
ended on Monday, and that operation ended in giving the Libyan people the opportunity to live with
freedom and democracy. And | might add, we succeeded in bring every single one of our service
members back safely, which is a remarkable achievement. Every man and woman in uniform who
participated in this effort can know that you have accomplished every objective. You saved the lives of
countless Libyan men, women and children. And today, the Libyan people have liberated their country
and begun to forge their own future, and the world has once again seen that the longing for freedom
and dignity is universal. Thousands of personnel made this operation a success, but we are honored
to have some of them join us today. And | would ask you in joining me in saluting Admirals Jim Stavridis
and Sam Locklear, as well as General Ralph Jodice, and all our service members who are here for a job
well done. (Applause.) Finally, | would note that this success is part of a larger story. After a difficult
decade, the tide of war is receding. The long war in Iraq is finally coming to an end. With our allies and
partners, including the extraordinary sacrifices of the French people, we've achieved major victories
against al Qaeda, including Osama bin Laden. In Afghanistan, where French and American soldiers fight
side by side, we've begun a transition so Afghans can take responsibility for their security and our troops
can begin coming home. Today, America and our allies are moving forward with confidence and with
strength. And these men and women in uniform carry on a legacy that | actually can see from the
windows of the White House. In one direction, there's the monument to Washington; in the other, a
statue of Rochambeau, who served so well at Washington's side. And at the base of that statue are
words Washington expressed to his friend after the Revolutionary War in America was won -- and I've
shared these words with President Sarkozy on one of our visits, so | want to conclude with them this
afternoon, because they capture the spirit that we celebrate today.  This is what Washington said to
his dear friend from France: "We are fellow laborers in the cause of liberty, and we have lived together
as brothers should do -- in harmonious friendship." President Sarkozy, ladies and gentlemen, members
of the Armed Forces of France and the United States, for more than two centuries we have stood
together in friendship, and because of our unwavering commitment to the cause of liberty, I'm
confident that we'll continue to stand together, strong and free, for all the centuries to come. So vive la
France. God bless America. And long live the alliance between our two great nations. (Applause.)
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