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Dear Colleagues, Art Lovers, and Friends

I am happy to be here today to help inaugurate this photo
exhibit on the life and work of Robert Capa, or Mr. Endre Erné
Friedmann, his original Hungarian name. I would like to thank
my colleague, Ambassador Ferenc Robak for including us in this
beautiful demonstration of collaboration between our
countries.

While Robert Capa was Hungarian and American by
nationality, I like to think of him as a citizen of the world. And
you can see for yourself with this exhibit, he has shown that
war is not just tanks, planes, bombs - or statistics - it is really a
human affair. Robert Capa photographed the human being in
all its complexity - witnessing suffering and struggling. And as
seen in one of the subtitles in this exhibit, while he
photographed the war, he never forgot about peace.

Capa was one of a many great people hailing from Hungary
to go to the United States. We welcomed many artists,
musicians and scientists, largely beginning in the 19t century,
but also before and in the wake of World War IIl. Many
Hungarians were embraced by the United States - and we were



fortunate that so many talented Hungarians chose to live their
lives in America, and enrich our society. People like Nobel
laureates John Harsanyi (economist) and George Andrew Olah
(chemist), Filmmakers, Composers, Writers like Elie Wiese,
Journalists Kati Marton, Joseph Pulitzer; And musicians like
Paul Simon, Keith Jarrett, Eugene Ormandy and many more, all
have Hungarian roots and including recent politicians like late
U.S. Congressman Tom Lantos from California and former New
York state governor (and current Republican candidate for
President) George Pataki.

Those of you who have been to the U.S. know that our
society is composed of many cultures and religions. Itis a
social mosaique. Robert Capa contributed to that mosaique.

Here, in this building, we often hear the words Europe and
European, but Europe also is composed of many different
cultures, traditions, languages and nationalities. And I believe
this characteristic of diversity brings the U.S. and Europe closer
to one another.

President Obama talked about diversity in a 2010 speech. He
said :

“Life is precious, and part of its beauty lies in its diversity. We
shouldn’t be embarrassed by the things that make us different.
We should be proud of them. Because it’s the things that make
us different that make us who we are. And the strength and
character of our country have always come from our ability to
recognize ourselves in one another, no matter who we are, or



where we come from, what we look like, or what abilities or
disabilities we have.”

That's an idea to strive for.

Robert Capa embodies the cultural ties between the United
States and Hungary. His work is a part of the cultural heritage
of both countries. “Cultural connections between our two
countries for nearly two centuries have endured time and
political turmoils, and our connections remain strong.”

Thank you for the opportunity to help inaugurate this
exhibit here today. I hope you enjoy the pictures, and the

stories behind those pictures.

Thank you.



