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Ghnesday, My 1O, 2011

Ghants ts my “Grglish teacher, S have this yoar trased Hiiony with @ qpitat . Dlince
ptomber, wo have boers working on cvery detail of the _Funo Cth, {944 landing. e sorretpond
withy octerans who, that summer, put thoir lives in danger to defond sur country and to give us back the

freedom which had beors stoleon. Wfous donbtess remember the correspondences we have beon hegping
DBerin; and with our war syphan, Josgph Haron Tomberln, whose fethor was rgported misiing in

compode @ song. ”@MWWWWM ,’,/awmﬂwme .. @mmwﬂy@
passion, for. musie. Tho ide of paying tibuto to our: lborators in musical notes came to me
Wm«dg&.
ij@mmbw-mWWﬂmWW/%WﬂtW%¢
/WW%/%QWW%WWW&WQIW @WW?}W, Clivia.
s for the chords, they almast impased wpon me besauss F do adimire each, of these vetorans whade
ﬁe&lma%m@wﬂonmmmm. '
Fabiols and S have just rehoarsed for the first time. It will doubiloss seom strange ts you, but
f@/mn @WWMMWMM%MWMwWWWWWw

.




 Weidnosday, Way 11", 2011

yetterday, wo will sing & in Normandy!
Lﬁxzw 7/»1&!{%@«6@5&@0@%@@...

Ghtos

e @‘ 5

Glatunday, Juno 4, 201 1

@Wﬂwfaﬁmﬁyw/wwﬁa@é JWWMWMWm
dedicate to you, S will admit ... %%W%ﬁwmmﬁa&fmh%m
you, at this early, June which S feel is going to bo stribing...

jmﬁm@m%lé WWWWWJWMWMM/WMW
long months, I have trouble, just hnow &, reallging that siaty-deven years ago thousands of soldiors
landed on thete sast expanses of sand which 5 adinire from my room window... The meetings ahead

Gho weather.is getting threatening tonight, o litlo as if at the afproach of, June Oth somesne
withed to immerse us into the climatie conditions which reigned here siaty sever years ago ...

Ghloe

e *@r 5

londay, Juno &', 2041

L shy. SGusts of wind, Driggto. Ihandorstorm. Raging sea.
Ghe Norman shores which 5 discosered. under bright sun rays in the early affornson
| _yesterday now Show themselbes in a guite diferent light, T erystal clear bluo of the Bhannel which
L fow howns ago still mesmertied me has gven way to @ threatening greyisth shade. The notse of the
§ waves is really deofoning. It is by a similar weather that our bberators landed, s you imagine the
R feadingfor the soaits of France?
2 9 i fite of tis orm, paralyed by tho cold,_we toch the dirosion of Colloill-

A Honsgomery, well-tnouwn for the commemorations of aur DBritish frionds. I i thewe, on hoord




% that S had the gfportuntty of meeting my first two veterans of O Day and the Dattle of
 irmandy: Tony Gibbins and Frants Risbridger.

mew.-ﬁw%mmmwrm@emm
were then standing. O this site, siaty~seven, years ago, they had at all costs tried to avoid enomy
dhots, erawled on this sand litered with the bodies of too rumerous companions, held their breath to go
ahoad and adhieve their. mission. Fond these same men wero in front of me today, smiling, happy to

 Oppasito the wild sea, Frahiols and I declared in musio ts aur sctorans the foclings that they ingpire
in u @Wez/mwmw %WWWWW%M |




Containy bobh ... S is thors thiat Sty soabiped hirew lickly S hiadd oore 16
path, Fondys
Ghlos

G dush, we attended Fiana Herrison s concert, which acrass the Channel. but alis in
Grance, sings flumous tunes fhom tho 1940, Diight beforo sho camo on stage, Fabisle and.
WWWWWWW "I Remember ", but this time, th/ymawﬂmw S
WW%WWMWW-M@W/%W#M~MﬁWW

WWWWWW - to celebrate the Lberation! Thoanks toe Fiona, her enthusiasm and




dance stgps I was able t

ﬁaaaj@%emnég’aaeg/
Jradl but so feind veterar ...
s you think this made
fim feel, at least a little bis,
WWMWJM?

fmmmfm.,.

Ghveidlay, Jume 7', 2011

magnifteens official ceremonies, it i along with rencuned personalities whom we were ditting clode to
that we had the prisilege ts pay tritute ts the lles. %mmmmmmm”y
m%mmmﬁe OGWWMW
@;WWWMWWMwW/MmWM/WWWMW
ﬁwdom%?w-m-%g%mm@y %WM%WMWW
HNine thousand threo hundred and eighty-seven soldiens vast theve, soldiens who came and died on.
these Nerman lands, which
Matowwﬁét&/owy&ehy '
W white ocrosses and
stars of David sorspuloasly
lined up in the middle. of so
beautftd @ landboape and
e M @f meypeechiless” for




gm%ammhy,wmmmﬁe

company of Pgan, grandson of Juscth Fgonsio,

MWMWW/WW%W&W@W

do young ..., Just try to imagine...
Soicph. Fhgengto was dateen yeans old when he
landed. on Omaha, at adbout 6:30 am, on  Jime Oth,

1944 ... gm@/emdaéé that i one year more than me,
who last Dlaturday, had difteudsy in leaving my fionds for these flre days, which S was nevertheloss
lookking forward to... Qfes ... Juseh Frgengio was then still a child... H child who, for w,

falsifted fis identlty card and wens through hell, @ hell fie fad tried to reveal in @ correfpondence
chtablished with tuo ' graders in my sohool, tive years ago ... |

»
Tho boack ftored with the doad and woundod. Gulets wore
Pying all around'mo so Jpullod 3o doadmen i front of o andusod” |l
Loom as a shie/d, y@too[mm]h/fawmmﬁrm. /7 2 pirng of : IR
bullots hitting the crossod ratiroad tracks was & sound.. Twillnever
ﬁy&t T /619#';/‘9/ ofgjx way o Survive was to reach @ soa walll ¢ B
woemed fiko two miles away. Jo I startod running, ziy zagging as . !
wornt. Thore was no cover ot i Jow 5o and 4% s Force and' %g/
mitssod their boack targols. W lion T roachod 145 soa wall Jwasnof

afore. a%zf}/mc[ acz’;mvtz‘ez’rug/mowtf and /5% 2% ﬁﬂfwzg/ r.;t"
ofxe// 4 e




s Qo now understand better why the presence of Figan is a real honor for each of s ... It is
- dlo wrange ... Dinvo the arrival of Ryan, who dissssered Normandy for the sery first time, the
My has cleared and tho dur &8 warm, o litlo as Jf from up abose, Jigth Fhgensts voluntarily
pulled tho aurtain of dlouds, which weighed down on as for two days. Hlittle as §fhe wished to welsome
Gigan in the best conditions possible, @ little as ifhe wished ts greet us all and matko us understand that

éoam&z/wmymfyw...

S 6 ths under
beautfil weather that Pigan
MMWWWW
to aite the Fmerican flag...
DBy his tears, which he tried ts

salutes  mads 5& the
and his staff strongthoned
the dolemnity of these fouw
Hlowly, in an abbolute
silonce, aceompanied with dingings of birds, the har -
indorstand &t well... PBy this gosture, Rgar may have beon

convrades -in-arms about whom he had feard do mudh. ..




On this path, of the semetery bordered with pines,
Neeinie, Tom and. S read in “Gnglish a tribute to._Juigh

Tie awr lh, in front of owr

opes, Omaha DPBeach, which on
Sne Oth, 1944, Juscth did not have the time to reach, ...
T yet, ho was do near ... Dhrach by a shall, is LCI saupht firo ... Jassph was reported
was in fonots - do ot forget that in olass, we had studied M Tomberlin s path, read one of the lass
lettors which ho had written to his sister: in “Ongland,, read the tragio telogram: which had been sens to
his formily at the end of, Jidly 1 F4L - buat 6 i with, dtrength and vegpect that P deslared these fow lines
in honor of this father whase return for long months was fgped for by @ wife and tiree children. ..
OBesause liston. I is only in 201 1 that one of his sons learnt the ewact eircumstances of this death
and painflly had to acogps them.... o wreaths which Pyan and we laid down in his memory in
the Garden of the Wlisiing and as the grave of an unknown soldier seem o derisory to me, besause

Shnoaw tt: nothing oan ease the sorsow caused by the sudden death, of so young a fother ..

Gher. we went down to Fiow
Gheon, ewactly whero Whier Joicph
Omalia,. ahiore 4o many young men,
dome of whom wero Kardly older than
dand beach, which meant so mary fgpes




presigious DBly Red One - oame bach to my mind. Do many
detperate young men hungsy for Frcodom fhad loed  their lak
drgp toars at this thought... “Cmotion carvied me away. Tho
landing, S had the sensation of living . S heard the biting noise of
the bullets drowning thomsclhes ints this reddish water. Te war now
had the smell of bood....

Ghen the momens whish 5 was looking forward to but alio
dreaded so mach oame ... Wy fingers trombled. Toars invaded my
opes. Tho landsoape was misted. DBit 5 quichly had to regain soff-
contral, S hnew it. Sy guitar in my hands, Fhad to bo aqual to our song, which we had this day
desided to dedioate to, Jascth Frgensio.

GBekind me, the waves of Omata DBeach, which reminded mo that this site had a soud and @
| history. QU the hill, in the distance, the DBig Ped One Memorial ... Pefore me, my “Cnglish
; teasher. and Pigan, holding a wreath desorated with a tricolor: sibbon and pictures of Foscth
! Srgengio and his flumily. While inging, S looked at PRyan in the ayes, tnying ts share with him




Wores T,
Worei & tous.

ﬂmmméhmﬂ@m@@/m
O o foulai los plages dis Debarguoment
©n Normandie, en Normandie
G lo calime gui y régnat.

Dlur ces plages do sable, sur cos plages do sable
Qi jacls ctaient souventes do cons
O solidats do diverses nationalitd
Derus mounir b, bo tous premier jour

Were,
/A%

O, mon D, Mot pour
Werei do nous avoir libéwes

%WWM~W
%Wmﬂemmmmw

Sset oot on the landing beachas
Gho thing that struch me the mads was
Hoiv ealinevergthing was

O the dandy beadhes, on the bandy beathes
Dot were once covered with bodies




Dok enfonts, hewrenas naggedtens
@mhmwwéfmof %%&Mwmﬁa&m@:@%&

Ctats teintéo dodang. W colored with bood

Werai,
Worei, Chers Ogorans
Worei

o Gpun ne it guo lpromion jour
e nomébrenss saorffices et actes héroigues
Wmmmw/mwym
Dei plages i { intévlenr: des torres,
Klloméwe par ilomérre
Pamper offn d atteindve { sljectf final

Woras,
Wores

Lo Liports do b France,
lo Dhporté do 0 “Curgpe
Lo Lporte poar los Védorans,
lo Lperte pour les Dolidats
O, lw Ylborts pour los Doledats
DVéruus so battre en Normandte

(Paroles - Olivia Wakelin)




pebblos ... Lot in my thoughts, S stlently thanked our

e%ﬁu%ﬂ%ﬂ, ‘

death, we all wanted te oo Kine o greatiteds Hed tho pogfil of Fouanee owve po

S &5 carniad fy Hhis dakire Hhat His mosning we i ttads 16 gou on Elnat
Gach, dhat pows dbssooered o @ mush dontbor dly...

Oippar and e to dame words to digtire yov: "@tw aro @ Horn *

et wrill S susocend irs taring o a6 rdocty @i gioar gmandlion, Dipan, was
rect @l 1o irs goor bt dat i it o Yo alberce, S aanted to wnite to gous:
Hhearkb yow again and again b orating . i Hanks to gou et tho oo
Tl solosnars feonions aollioh were fiaid b yoww dlimting goun Lkt gt at Sollyglons

Ghtoc




 with s Moniquo Corblet, @ romankable
dhe fought for our Frcedom too. Hew acts of
resistanse led hor on the path of Deportation, where
dhe endured the worst, we understood it well. Her
dignisy profundly moved us and we have all found
JZWI@/&MM@MMM/%. z%fh//weg’
s Corblet does not lie and reveals to us that the
WWMW%@W&M@MM&
Cfes, I assure you: this diay was really
foignans, MWWM - whe have not lved i -can imagine ...

Ghlos

Wednesday, e &', 2011

@m@?wg&
Hor. visiting the QUhah, museum and the Fyenillo battory, we took the direstion of the HNorth
Gitontin wild beashes for a fow howss. I veal Gardon of Cdontl! Raw nature. GBlue sea.
Dsund greon fills. Fnd theso beahes are o vast and desorted/
Dy vetorans fought so S live sueh moments of enjoyment and delight,

What sadness to have to leave this land. of Freedom tomorrow ...

Ghloe




Plunday, Jime 19", 2011

ﬁMWMWWL{M amW Q;MWWJ&WWW
Gho banks of the Channel which can bo o rough have leff way to the serenity of the River Hgho'.
Givo weeks have pasied by sinco my return, and nesortheless, cvesything is still o present...

ijmWWMWMWMMWWWMM%O
emation they aroused and the human enrichment which they brought, bat I now have to go boyond,
undesstand &... S feel tt: S have to share with human beings this unique experience whish 5 was
lucky of living; I now have to become the vsice of all these men and wemen, who. for floe days so
gonerously corfided to me, to reveal to sthers their bravery, their sonde of fonor, their generasity, their
wisdom, and the mission which has to bo surs: protess this Freedsm bo oostly gained and bo up to thete
daorfflecs

@m@?&g&, fmmwwmﬂyﬂmmkmfmmm to the world

Ghlos

fég&oM/omemomJoﬁ
e 'H@"A se '“@"‘ s







