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United States
National Organic Program

Washington, DC
January 2011



w
w

w
.a

m
s.

us
da

.g
ov

/n
op

2
Organic Foods Production Act of 1990
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U. S. Dept of Agriculture

Marketing & Regulatory Programs

Agricultural Marketing Service

Livestock &
Seed

Compliance &
Analysis

Audit, Review &
Compliance Branch

National Organic
Program Appeals
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National Organic Program

Accreditation
& International 

Activities
Standards Compliance

& Enforcement
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National Organic Standards Board

4 Producers 
3 Environmentalists
3 Consumer/Public Interest
2 Handlers
1 Retailer
1 Scientist
1 Certifier

5
YEAR
TERM
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Agricultural Marketing Service

Accrediting Bodies

Certifying Agents

Producers and Handlers

Organic products for labeling and sale in the United States

RECOGNIZES

ACCREDIT

CERTIFY

PRODUCE
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Agricultural Marketing Service

Recognition
Agreements

Accredit certifiers in
their country to NOP

USDA National
Organic Program

Accredit certifiers 
world-wide

Equivalence
Agreements

Accredit certifiers to
apply other standard

Certify products in
their country to NOP

Certify NOP products
world-wide

Certify products to 
other standard

Label and sell products as organic in the United States
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6 Recognition Agreements
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Canadian Determination of 
Equivalence
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98 Accredited Certifiers

~31,000 Certified Operations

http://www.ccof.org/index.html
http://www.ics-intl.com/fvo.htm
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NOP Organic Labels
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“100% Organic”

All ingredients are 
certified organic
Water and salt excluded
May say organic or 100% 
organic
May use USDA seal
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“Organic”
At least 95% certified organic 
ingredients (excluding water 
and salt)
All other ingredients are on 
National List
May label as “organic”
May use USDA seal
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“Made With Organic ____”
At least 70% organic 
ingredients (excluding 
water and salt)
May contain non-organic 
agricultural ingredients
May list up to three 
organic ingredients on 
primary display panel.
May not use seal
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Organic Ingredients <70%

May only say organic in 
the ingredient statement
May not use “organic” on 
the display panel
May not use seal
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Process-based Certification

Certification is not based 
on a test
Production practices must 
be documented
Process described in 
Organic Systems Plan 
(OSP)
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Organic Systems Plan
Practices and procedures
Substances to be used
Monitoring practices to ensure 
plan works
Recordkeeping system
Preventing contact with 
prohibited substances
Other info deemed necessary 
by certifier.
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The National List
Allowed synthetic 
substances 
Prohibited natural 
substances
Non-organic agricultural 
ingredients allowed for use in 
organic products 
– If not commercially available in 

organic form

Sunset after 5 years
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Banned in Organic Production 
and Handling

Use of genetic engineering (GMO)

Use of ionizing radiation

Sewage sludge
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Categories of Certification

Crops 

Livestock

Wild crop harvest

Handling
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NOP Organic Crop Production
No prohibited substances – 3 years
Maintain or improve soil & water quality
Manage nutrients
Prevent contact with prohibited substances
Organic seeds and planting stock
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NOP Organic Livestock
Organic from last 3rd

of gestation
– Poultry from second day of 

life.
– Dairy animals may be 

converted in 1 year

Organic feed
– Ruminants have access to 

pasture

http://www.ams.usda.
gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?
dDocName=STELPR
DC5083618&acct=no
prulemaking
No antibiotics or… hormones

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5083618&acct=noprulemaking
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5083618&acct=noprulemaking
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5083618&acct=noprulemaking
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5083618&acct=noprulemaking
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5083618&acct=noprulemaking
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Wild Crop Harvest
Sustainable harvest of defined area
No prohibited substance exposure
Protect the environment during harvest
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NOP Organic Handling
Processing must be by certified operations
Avoid contact with prohibited substances
Segregate from conventional product
Label according to regulations.
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Steps to NOP Certification

Contact an NOP accredited certifying agent for information

Operation prepares OSP

Certifier approves OSP

Operation implements OSP

Certifier conducts onsite inspection

Certifier issues certification

Certifier maintains surveillance

Operation proposes revised OSP

Certifier approves revised OSP

Operation implements OSP
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Developing Regulations
Taskforce activity
NOSB recommendation
Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
Proposed Rule
Final Rule
Additional guidance as needed.
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