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Looking Ahead

PEEK INTO THE ARC’S MAGAZINE SHELF

September, Issue 8 - 2010
AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER NEWSLETTER

U.S. Embassy Helsinki

For a full listing of the ARC’s periodicals, please visit 
http://finland.usembassy.gov/periodicals.html

Journal of the Month: Smithsonian

Applications Invited for the American Resource 
Center Grant

The American Resource Center’s annual scholarship 
provides a grant of 1,000 Euros to support Master’s 
degree work on studies of the U.S. Applications are in-
vited from students of Finnish nationality, enrolled at a 
Finnish university, and who are currently working on a 
Master’s Thesis on a topic related to the United States. 

The details of the grant - including the application 
forms - are available at http://finland.usembassy.gov/
arc_grant.html

The grant recipient will be selected by the following jury members:

- Marjut Robinson, U.S. Embassy Counselor for Press and Cultural Affairs
- David McGuire, U.S. Embassy Assistant Counselor for Press and Cultural Affairs
- Terhi Mölsä, Executive Director, Fulbright Center

The deadline for the applications is November 30, 2010. The grant recipient will 
be announced at the end of January 2011.

Welcome Marjut & David!

We are pleased to announce the arrival 
of two new members to the Public Af-
fairs team who took up their duties over 
the summer.

Marjut Robinson is a new Public Affairs 
Officer at the U.S. Embassy Helsinki.  
She succeeds Nicole Conn. Marjut has 
over eight years of experience in the 
U.S. State Department. Before coming 
to Helsinki, she held positions at the 
U.S. embassies in Sweden, Russia and 
Switzerland. 

David McGuire is the new Assistant 
Public Affairs Office at the Embassy.  
During his ten years with the State De-
partment, he has served in Nicaragua, 
Spain, and Bosnia and Herzegovina.  
He is joined in Finland by his wife and 
their three children.

Both Marjut and David are delighted to 
be serving in Finland and look forward 
to meeting and working with all of the 
friends of the ARC.

Smithsonian magazine is published by the 
Smithsonian Institution, America’s national 
educational facility with 18 museums, 9 re-
search centers and 120 affiliates around the 
world.

According to its website, Smithsonian maga-
zine is a monthly magazine created for mod-
ern, well-rounded individuals with diverse in-
terests. It chronicles the arts, history, sciences 
and popular culture of the times. 

Source: www.smithsonianmag.com/
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Web Picks
Disclaimer: The views expressed on these websites are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect U.S. Government policies. 
These links are being provided as a convenience and for informational purposes only; they do not constitute an endorsement or 
approval by the ARC or the U.S. Embassy in Helsinki, nor can we bear any responsibility for the accuracy, legality, functionality or 
content of the external site or for that of subsequent links.
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American Life

Closing the Digital Frontier. Atlantic Monthly, July/August 2010.
The Internet’s founding ideology -- that information should be free, and that attempts to constrain it are not only hopeless but immoral 
-- is crumbling under the onslaught of applications (“apps”), smart phones, and pricing plans. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/07/closing-the-digital-frontier/8131/

Few Say Religion Shapes Immigration, Environment Views. Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. Sept 17, 2010. 
Many Americans continue to say their religious beliefs have been highly influential in shaping their views about social issues, including 
abortion and same-sex marriage. 
http://pewforum.org/uploadedFiles/Topics/Issues/Politics_and_Elections/immigration-environment-views-fullreport.pdf

Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2009. Census Bureau report, September 2010.
The report presents data on income, poverty, and health insurance coverage in the U.S. 
http://www.census.gov/prod/2010pubs/p60-238.pdf

Iranian Cure for the Delta’s Blues. AARP Bulletin, July-August 2010.
Iran is providing inspiration to a Mississippi community in the realm of health care.  
http://www.aarp.org/health/doctors-hospitals/info-06-2010/iranian_cure_for_thedeltas_blues.html

Reconsidering Education Reform. Newsweek, September 6, 2010.
The Race to the Top education reform initiative aims to tackle issues in U.S. public schools. But is any reform strategy capable increasing 
student motivation? http://www.newsweek.com/2010/09/06/school-reform-and-student-motivation.html

The RV Century. Smithsonian Magazine, August 25, 2010.
The recreational vehicle turns 100 this year. RVs have been around almost as long as automobiles in America. 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/Commemorating-100-Years-of-the-RV.html

The Trouble with Going Global. Newsweek, September 20, 2010.
American universities are eagerly recruiting foreign students and setting up outposts overseas. What’s wrong with the new expansionism.
http://education.newsweek.com/2010/09/13/the-trouble-with-global-education.html

Economy and Politics

Community Economic Laboratories (CELs). Post Carbon Institute, August 23, 2010.
Tight credit, high unemployment and homelessness, requires new approaches to help those impacted. One possibility: a non-profit center 
that offers a variety of services and opportunities for learning, employment and community involvement.
http://www.postcarbon.org/blog-post/133772-community-economic-laboratories-cels

The Fantasy of a Vast Upper Middle Class. Salon, August 3, 2010.
For a generation, most Americans have been told that they needed to go to college, invest in the stock market and buy as big a house as 
possible. One thinker argues otherwise. http://www.salon.com/news/opinion/feature/2010/08/03/myth_upper_middle_class

Happiness Is... Newsweek, August 16, 2010.
GDP needs a facelift? Critics want a country’s gross domestic product to include softer data, such as environmental impact and quality of 
life. http://www.newsweek.com/content/newsweek/2010/08/16/should-we-tweak-gdp-to-measure-happiness.html

How Germany Is Helping Pull Europe out of Recession. Time, August 13, 2010.
Germany’s economy accounted for two-thirds of eurozone GDP in the second quarter and is growing twice as fast as its European coun-
terparts. http://www.time.com/time/business/article/0,8599,2010473,00.html

Mining the Truth on Coal Supplies. National Geographic Daily News, September 8, 2010.
Coal burning may have a deleterious effect on the environment, but the conventional assumption is that there is enough coal to fuel global 
electricity consumption for decades. http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/09/100908-energy-peak-coal/

Ready, Set, Grow. Smithsonian, July/August 2010.
The population of the United States will likely grow by 100 million people over the next several decades, and urban development expert 
Joel Kotkin offers a few projections on how the country may be affected. Kotkin predicts this level of population growth will keep the U.S. 
vibrant while population drops in other developed world nations will lead them into decline. 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/specialsections/40th-anniversary/The-Changing-Demographics-of-America.html
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Global Challenges

After the Flood. Slate, August 17, 2010.
The ecological impact of Hurricane Katrina, five years later. http://www.slate.com/id/2263996/ 

A Blueprint for Blue Planet Protection. CNN, July 30, 2010.
Only about 0.1 percent of the world’s oceans are completely protected from exploitation. A marine scientist argues that number must 
increase to 25-45 percent, to afford marine species a chance to recover from pollution, overfishing and climate change.
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/TECH/innovation/07/26/marine.reserves/index.html#fbid=35KYymr4yFL&wom=true

The Dirty Truth Behind Clean Natural Gas. National Wildlife, June/July 2010.
Natural gas may burn cleanly compared to other fossil fuels, but drilling for gas is environmentally destructive, causing air and water 
pollution, scarring the landscape and endangering wildlife and people.  
http://nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/National-Wildlife/Animals/Archives/2010/The-Dirty-Truth-Behind-Clean-Natural-Gas.aspx    

Is Subway Power Next Smart Grid Innovation? America.Gov, September 17, 2010.
Philadelphia metro system wants to sell power back to grid.
http://www.america.gov/st/energy-english/2010/September/20100917125221KseviR0.9819147.html?CP.rss=true#ixzz104PDqJ00

Living in Limbo: The Asylum Problem. Time, July 5, 2010.
According to the U.N., there were over 15 million recognized refugees around the world at the beginning of 2009, and another 826,000 
asylum seekers. http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1999274,00.html 

Mass Extinction Threat: Earth on Verge of Huge Reset Button? LiveScience, September 2, 2010.
Previous mass extinctions in Earth’s geologic history have dramatically changed species diversity. Some scientists speculate that human 
activity is fueling another mass extinction – with unknowable consequences for the ecosystem.
http://www.livescience.com/animals/mass-extinctions-threat-earth-animal-diversity-100902.html 

Prince Charles: Royal Green. Vogue, September 2010.
In a leading fashion magazine, the heir to the British throne urges people to wear old and recycled clothes, to reduce our carbon footprint 
and halt climate change. http://www.vogue.com/magazine/article/prince-charles-royal-green/

U.S. Government Cutting Greenhouse Gas Emissions. America.Gov, September 15, 2010.
Federal agencies submit sustainability action plans.
http://www.america.gov/st/energy-english/2010/September/20100914155716KseviR0.3929407.html?CP.rss=true#ixzz104PQ9f00 

Waking Up from the Air-Conditioned Dream. CommonDreams.org, August 22, 2010.
The power we use for air conditioning contributes to greenhouse gas emission. Researchers also note that cooled indoor air undermines 
our adaptability to heat and may even contribute to obesity by tricking us into eating more.
http://www.commondreams.org/view/2010/08/22-0 

International Relations

Does Europe End at the Bosporus? World Policy Journal online, posted August 17, 2010.
The writer notes that Turkey, which has been pursuing the path of a secular, modern democracy, and which has been trying to join the 
European Union for years and has been consistently turned down, may be finally casting its lot with the Middle East.
http://www.worldpolicy.org/blog/does-europe-end-bosporus
 
Haiti Bans Wyclef Jean from Presidential Try. Salon, August 21, 2010.
Haiti’s electoral commission disqualified Jean for undisclosed reasons, but approved 15 other presidential candidates. 
http://www.salon.com/news/feature/2010/08/21/cb_haiti_elections_jean_1

Islam’s Answer to MTV. NYT Magazine, August 12, 2010.
By launching 4Shbab, the first Islamic version of MTV, Egyptian entrepreneur Ahmed Abu Haiba is hoping to prove that Islam and mo-
dernity are not incompatible.
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/15/magazine/15Pop-t.html?pagewanted=1&ref=magazine

The Nuclear Domino Myth. Foreign Affairs online, August 31, 2010.
According to Bergenas, research associate at the Henry L. Stimson Center, the historical record does not support a widespread notion 
that if Iran develops nuclear weapons, other Middle East countries will do so also. Aside from India and Pakistan, no other countries have 
locked into a race with nuclear neighbors. http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/66738/johan-bergenas/the-nuclear-domino-myth
  
The Selfish Case for Helping Others. World Policy Institute, September 1, 2010.
 The international community’s response to the flooding in Pakistan shows its failure to understand the crisis’ implications for interna-
tional security. http://www.worldpolicy.org/blog/selfish-case-helping-others

An Unlikely Trio. Foreign Affairs, September/October 2010.
Could the U.S., Turkey and Iran combine in a partnership to promote democracy and combat extremism? A recent book proposes this 
unlikely alliance. http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/66535/mustafa-akyol/an-unlikely-trio?page=show
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The American Resource Center 

Opening hours: Mon-Fri 9-20, Sat 9-16; Reference service: Mon-Fri 9-17 

Address: P.O. Box 15 (Unioninkatu 36), 00014 University of Helsinki 

Tel. (09) 191 24048 Fax: (09) 652 940 

E-mail: arc@usembassy.fi 

http://finland.usembassy.gov/arc.html 
http://www.facebook.com/AmericanResourceCenter

http://twitter.com/ARCHelsinki 

Did You Know?

William Henry Harrison (9th Presi-
dent: 1841-1841) served the shortest 
presidency.

Harrison delivered the longest in-
augural address, and was the first 
president to die in office, about 32 
days after elected. On March 4, he 
gave a 105 minute speech and did 
not wear an overcoat or hat. He de-
veloped pneumonia and died in the 
White House exactly one month after 
giving his speech, on April 4.

Presidential Trivia from nps.gov

759 Boy Scouts of Harlem - a film by Jake Boritt and Justin Szlasa

Be prepared to be amazed as Scout Troup 759 heads from the streets of Harlem to the woods of Camp Keowa. Eleven-
year-old new scout Keith Dozier spends his first week at camp facing the challenges of woods - the dock test in the 
deep dark lake, creepy creatures of the night, the daunting climbing tower, the raucous dining hall, and the seductive 
Siberian sirens of the kitchen. With help from his fellow Scouts KC, Devon, and Manny, and wise Scoutmaster Sowah, 
young Keith faces the challenges and earns his place as a Scout. 759: Boy Scouts of Harlem is a warm, tender, and 
funny family documentary about Scouting in an unexpected place.

Format: DVD  Length: 72 minutes 

Available for homeloan from the American Resource Center

U.S. Embassy Helsinki Online

The U.S. Embassy Helsinki has recently launched its own Facebook page, available at 
http://www.facebook.com/finland.usembassy. On the page you will find information 
about Embassy events and happenings as well as links, photos, videos, and more.  

The U.S. Embassy can also be followed via Twitter (http://twitter.com/usembfinland) and 
YouTube (http://www.youtube.com/USEmbassyHelsinki) as well as DipBlog, the Embas-
sy’s diplomatic blog (http://www.usembassy.fi/blog/). 

The Embassy encourages Finns to send in comments and questions and to join the online 
communities - please become a fan & stay in touch!

PEEK INTO THE ARC’S VIDEO SHELF

To Celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Boy Scouts in Finland:

According to a Wikipedia article, there are about 38 million scouts in 216 different countries. The two largest umbrella organizations 
are the World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM), for boys-only and co-educational organizations, and the World Associa-
tion of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS), primarily for girls-only organizations but also accepting co-educational organizations.

Scouting is a worldwide youth movement with the stated aim of supporting young people in their physical, mental, and spiritual de-
velopment, so that they may play constructive roles in society. Scouts often practice outdoor activities, including camping, woodcraft, 
aquatics, hiking, backpacking, and sports.

In Finland there were about 75 000 scouts in the year 2007, and in the United States there were 9.5 million scouts in the year 2008.

For a full listing of the ARC’s video collection, please visit 
http://finland.usembassy.gov/video-collection.html
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