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American Resource Center Moves to Kaisa House
Kaisa House

The Kaisa House in Kaisaniemi repre-
sents state-of-the-art, award-winning 
Finnish libray architecture. The Helsinki 
University Main Library in Kaisa House is 
the most ambitious project of the Helsinki 
World Design Capital year. It has been 
awarded the 2012 Critics’ Spurs award.

The surface area of the new building is 
15,500 square metres. The library has a 
total of 28,000 metres of books and more 
than 1,000 reading placces for teh public. 
The building was completed on May Day 
eve 2012 and the library was opened for 
customer use on the 3rd of September 
2012 when the university term began.

The library is open to all and it offers 
equal access to the sources of scientific 
information.

Come and enjoy the new library!

ARC at the Kaisa House

During the summer 2012, the ARC moved 
to the Helsinki University Main Library in 
Kaisa House. We are located in the 2nd 
floor of the new library.
 
The ARC offers a large collection of books, 
journals, DVDs and many other materials 
and provides the latest and most accurate 

information about the U.S. government 
and its policies, American values, history, 
culture and character. 

The ARC collection may be accessed 
through the HELKA-online catalog.

ARC information resource service 
is open 

Monday - Friday 9 - 17.
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Disclaimer: The views expressed on these websites are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect U.S. Government poli-
cies. These links are being provided as a convenience and for informational purposes only; they do not constitute an endorsement 
or approval by the ARC or the U.S. Embassy in Helsinki, nor can we bear any responsibility for the accuracy, legality, function-
ality or content of the external site or for that of subsequent links.

WEB PICKS

American Life

The Cheapest Generation by Derek Thompson and Jordan Weissmann. The Atlantic, September 2012.  
Why Millennials aren’t buying cars or houses, and what that means for the economy.
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/09/the-cheapest-generation/309060

A Critic and a Poet by Clive James. The Atlantic, September 2012. 
Pauline Kael showed us how to talk about popular art and fall in love with movies. When she was at the height of her fame, in-
fluence, and accomplishment as a film critic at The New Yorker, I thought the world of Pauline Kael. After I met her, I thought 
rather less of her, mainly because she seemed to nurse inexplicable hatreds that were bodied forth as voodoo spells.
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/09/a-critic-and-a-poet/309070

The Dark Side of Thomas Jefferson by Henry Wiencek. Smithsonian, October 2012. 
A new portrait of the founding father challenges the long-held perception of Thomas Jefferson as a benevolent slaveholder.
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/The-Little-Known-Dark-Side-of-Thomas-Jefferson-169780996.html

They Taught America How to Watch Football by Rich Cohen. The Atlantic, October 2012. 
The coach as general. The players as gladiators. Ed Sabol and his son, Steve, have spent the past half century at NFL Films, invent-
ing the tropes of modern football. Color, slow motion, ubiquitous cameras and microphones, the omniscient narrator invoking the 
language of war—the Sabols pioneered all of this and, in so doing, helped make football the national game.
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/10/they-taught-america-to-watch-football/309083

Economy and Politics

The Clintons Up Close: A friendship between two couples yields insights into a presidency and a marriage by Jane 
Warwick Yoder and Edwin M. Yoder Jr. The American Scholar, Autumn 2012. 
As the current presidential campaign winds down and the major-party candidates drearily accentuate the negative, has it dawned at 
last on Bill Clinton’s critics, and even some of his old political enemies, that the Clinton era wasn’t so bad after all? The former pres-
ident is now perhaps the most admired political figure in the country. If so, an old adage has been vindicated: truth is the daughter 
of time, and as a rule Americans tend to think better of their presidents when they’re well out of office and the irritants and errors 
are forgotten.
http://theamericanscholar.org/the-clintons-up-close/ 

A Conservative History of the United States by Jack Hitt. New Yorker, September 15, 2012. 
A time line by Sarah Palin, Rick Perry, and more.
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/shouts/2012/09/a-conservative-history-of-the-united-states.html 

Human Rights, the Death Penalty, and Affirmative Action by Emily Bazelon. The Slate, September 25, 2012. 
What will the Supreme Court decide in this term’s first big cases? Next Monday, the Supreme Court will begin what promises to be 
an action-packed fall. As I get ready to step into the inimitable heels of Dahlia Lithwick—she is on book leave for the year, and yes, 
you should pity me for covering for her—I’m looking forward to three cases in the first half of October. Here they are, in the order 
they’ll be argued. I’ll preview more cases as they come up, and I’ll also keep an eye out for new additions to the court’s docket
http://owl.li/e3yJz 

Is America Ready for a Male Secretary of State?  by John Norris. Foreign Policy, September 24, 2012. 
Running Foggy Bottom is a tough job -- maybe too tough for a man.
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/09/24/is_america_ready_for_a_male_secretary_of_state 

Losing the Future by Daniel Altman. Foreign Policy, September 25, 2012. 
Why short-term thinking is the greatest threat to the global economy.
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/09/25/losing_the_future

The New Price of American Politics  by James Bennett. The Atlantic, October 2012. 
Not since the Gilded Age has our politics been opened so wide to corporate contributions and donations from secret sources. And 
the new era of big money has just begun. Jim Bopp, its intellectual architect, believes this is a good thing—the more money, the bet-
ter, he says. Reformers (and most voters) disagree. Their battle is over the most-basic ideas of our democracy; at stake—according 
to both sides—is either the revitalization of politics, or its final capture by the powerful.
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/10/the/309086
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Global Challenges

How ‘Silent Spring’ Ignited the Environmental Movement by Eliza Griswold. The New York Times Magazine, September 
21, 2012. 
On June 4, 1963, less than a year after the controversial environmental classic “Silent Spring” was published, its author, Rachel 
Carson, testified before a Senate subcommittee on pesticides. She was 56 and dying of breast cancer. She told almost no one. She’d 
already survived a radical mastectomy. Her pelvis was so riddled with fractures that it was nearly impossible for her to walk to her 
seat at the wooden table before the Congressional panel. To hide her baldness, she wore a dark brown wig.
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/23/magazine/how-silent-spring-ignited-the-environmental-movement.html?ref=magazine&_
r=moc.semityn.www

Metrics Are Easy; Insight Is Hard by Irfan Kamal. Harvard Business Review, September 24, 2012. 
Big data is great. But we should consider that we’ve actually had more data than we can reasonably use for a while now. Just on the 
marketing front, it isn’t uncommon to see reports overflowing with data and benchmarks drawn from millions of underlying data 
points covering existing channels like display, email, website, search, and shopper/loyalty — and new data streams such as social 
and mobile engagement, reviews, comments, ratings, location check-ins and more. 
http://blogs.hbr.org/cs/2012/09/metrics_are_easy_insights_are_hard.html 

Photos: Where the World’s Biggest Decisions Get Made by T.A. Frail. Smithsonian, October 2012. 
Photographer Luca Zanier looks at the view from where the decision-makers sit.
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/PHOTOS-Where-the-Worlds-Biggest-Decisions-Get-Made-170124136.htm
l?c=y&page=1&navigation=thumb#IMAGES

International Relations 

The Revenge of Kaplan’s Maps by Robert W. Merry. The National Interest, September / October 2012.
Kaplan explores the potent role of geography in shaping the survival instincts and geopolitical sensibilities of nations and peoples 
in The Revenge of Geography. 

http://nationalinterest.org/bookreview/the-revenge-kaplans-maps-7345

Elections 2012 Special

The Ad Wars: The numbers don’t add up: When it comes to political ad spending, we don’t know as much as we 
think we do by Sasha Chavkin. Columbia Journalism Review, September 25, 2012. 
An extraordinary feature of the 2012 elections has been the barrage of outside money unleashed on America’s airwaves. Deep-
pocketed groups such as super PACs and nonprofits rival the campaigns themselves as sources of TV advertising, and reporters are 
scrambling to shine some light on where all the cash is coming from and how it is being spent.
http://www.cjr.org/swing_states_project/the_ad_wars_tktkt.php 

Ask the Expert: Importance of the Latino Vote in 2012 by Mark Hugo Lopez. Pew Hispanic Center, September 12, 2012.
Mark Hugo Lopez, associate director, Pew Hispanic Center, discusses the importance of the Latino Vote in the 2012 presidential 
election.
http://pewresearch.org/pubs/2353/2012-election-hispanic-vote-latino-voters 

How Romney Could Still Win by John Cassidy. New Yorker, September 25, 2012. 
Karl Rove was on Fox News on Monday evening, analyzing the latest polls and talking up the chances of his boy Mitt. “It’s a close 
race,” he insisted. “Candidates are rarely as bad as they think they are, or the conventional wisdom thinks they are, or rarely as 
good as the conventional wisdom thinks they are.” And Rove went on: “It’s going to come down to the last ballot, at the last mo-
ment, on the last evening of the election.”
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/johncassidy/2012/09/how-romney-could-still-win.html 

President Obama: The Democrats’ Ronald Reagan by Andrew Sullivan. Newsweek, September 24, 2012. 
With his first term behind him, Obama is poised to be as significant a president as Reagan—tackling the deficit, spearheading immi-
gration reform, and jolting the GOP back to sanity.
http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2012/09/23/andrew-sullivan-on-the-promise-of-obama-s-second-term.html  

Religious Groups and Political Party Identification by PEW Research Center. Pew Research Center, September 17, 2012. 
A new slideshow illustrates trends in support for the U.S. political parties among various religious groups since 2008.
http://www.pewresearch.org/pubs/2358/ 
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finland.usembassy.gov/arc.html

facebook.com/Amerikka.Kirjasto

twitter.com/ARCHelsinki

ARC at Kaisa House
P.O.Box  53 (Fabianinkatu 30)
00014 University of Helsinki
Finland

Telephone: +358-9-191 24048

Views from the 2012 U.S. Presidential 
Election: A Two Party Comparison

Pulitzer Price winner Richard Russo 
visits the ARC

Richard Russo giving a lecture and reading his works at the 
American Resource Center

“Will we ever see a viable third party in the U.S.?” “How does 
the Republican Party plan to get more women and Latino voters 
engaged in their politics?” “Does people’s happiness play any role 
in the U.S. Presidential Election?” 

These were among the many poignant questions that U.S. 
presidential campaign experts Linda Moore Forbes and Ann E. 
W. Stone had to field from more than 240 well informed stu-
dents from Metropolia Business School and Kauniainen Upper  
Secondary School on Tuesday afternoon. 

During their two-day debate marathon in Finland,  speakers 
were pleased to see how interested and engaged Finnish stu-
dents, educators, political activists and NGO representatives 
were in the 2012 U.S. Presidential Elections – which Ms. Stone 
called the Super Bowl of Politics.  In addition to Metropolia 
Business School, the speakers had the filled lecture halls and 
cafés at events hosted by the European Schooling Helsinki, The  
Association for     Teachers of History and Social Studies in Finland,   
National Union of University Students in Finland and the  
Atlantic Council of Finland. 

Pulitzer Prize winning author Richard Russo visited Finland 
September 24-26, 2012 as a guest speaker of the U.S. Embassy. 
Mr. Russo’s visit honored the on-going cooperation between the 
American Resource Center and the University of Helsinki, and 
celebrated the ARC’s new premises at the University Main Li-
brary.

Mr. Russo began his program with a lecture and a reading ses-
sion at the Kaisa Library, which was followed by an interview at 
the Gaudeamus Kirja & Kahvi. Mr. Russo met with students at 
the Kulosaari high school and discussed his work and the life of 
a writer.  To close the Helsinki portion of his program, Mr. Russo 
gave a special reading at the Prosak club.

The program then proceeded to Turku where Mr. Russo discussed 
his novels at the Turku City Library. He also gave a lecture on the 
differences in approach to writing novels and screenplays for the 
students from the University of Turku and the Åbo Akademi.

Mr. Russo emphasized to his listeners the importance of read-
ing, describing his own career as an avid reader and professor 
who later in life became a novelist and screenwriter. Mr. Russo 
inspired his audiences with insightful narratives of his literary 
territory and the fictional characters who arise from his real past 
in Gloversville, N.Y.  

Republican Party campaign expert Ann E. W. Stone and 
Democratic Party insider Linda Moore Forbes at the 
Metropolia Business School.


