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American Resource Center Newsletter
U.S. Embassy  Helsinki

April, Issue 4 - 2013

An Open Seminar to Look at the First Hundred Days of
President Obama’s Second Term in Office, and Beyond

0930-0945   David McGuire, U.S. Embassy Helsinki

OPENING OF THE SEMINAR

0945-1000  Markku Henriksson, University of  Helsinki

”HONEYMOONS, PRESIDENTS, AND  BARACK OBAMA”

1000-1100  Vesa Kanniainen, University of  Helsinki 

“THE OBAMA ECONOMICS : ECONOMIC  CONSTRAINTS  
FROM THE PAST, POLITICAL CONSTRAINTS FROM 
TODAY, AND PROSPECTS FOR THE  FUTURE”

1100-1200  Ville Kaitila, Research Institute of  the Finnish Economy ETLA

”EFFECTS OF A TRANSATLANTIC PARTNERSHIP:
RESULTS FROM A SURVEY OF FINNISH FIRMS”

BREAK 

1330-1345  Richard Schein, University of  Helsinki 

”WHITHER (OR WITHER) HOPE? SPECULATIONS ON SOME 
CULTURAL PROMISES OF THE OBAMA
PRESIDENCY”

1345-1400  Rani-Henrik Andersson, University of  Helsinki 

”PRESIDENT OBAMA - NEW HOPE FOR 
NATIVE AMERICANS?”

1400-1430  Alex Kunst, Aalto University School of  Business 
”OBAMA, THE RADIO ADDRESS, AND HIS FIRST 100 DAYS”

1430-1530  Anna Kronlund, University of  Jyväskylä

”EXECUTIVE-LEGISLATIVE RELATIONS AND OBAMA’S 
SECOND TERM”Friday, April 26, 2013

09:30-15:30
Helsinki University Library, Kaisa House, 7th floor, Fabianinkatu 30

Free Entry - All are welcome!

BARACK OBAMA’S SECOND HONEYMOON



2

Disclaimer: The views expressed on these websites are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect U.S. Government poli-
cies. These links are being provided as a convenience and for informational purposes only; they do not constitute an endorsement 
or approval by the ARC or the U.S. Embassy in Helsinki, nor can we bear any responsibility for the accuracy, legality, function-
ality or content of the external site or for that of subsequent links.

WEB PICKS

American Life

The 20 Best Small Towns in America of 2012 by Susan Spano and Aviva Shen. Smithsonian Magazine, April 2013.
From the Berkshires to the Cascades, we’ve crunched the numbers and pulled a list some of the most interesting spots around the 
country.
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/The-20-Best-Small-Towns-in-America.html#ixzz2PyRUQQ3p 

In Conversation: Robert Silvers by Mark Danner. New York Magazine, April 7, 2013.
The New York Review of Books founding editor on how his journal of ideas became the unlikeliest success story in publishing.
http://nymag.com/news/features/robert-silvers-2013-4/# 

It’s Better With a Band by Rob Weinert-Kendt. American Theatre, April 2013.
The American musical’s next wave isn’t jukebox shows and rock stars—it’s a jam session between indie bands and theatre artists 
making vital new music together.
http://www.tcg.org/publications/at/issue/featuredstory.cfm?story=1 

The Professors Who Make the MOOCs by Steve Kolowich. The Chronicle of Higher Education, March 22, 2013.
What is it like to teach 10,000 or more students at once, and does it really work? The largest-ever survey of professors who have 
taught MOOCs, or massive open online courses, shows that the process is time-consuming, but, according to the instructors, often 
successful.
http://chronicle.com/article/The-Professors-Behind-the-MOOC/137905/#id=overview 

What I’ve Learned: Politics & Prose’s Barbara Meade by John Wilwol. Washingtonian, April 2013.
The bookstore’s former co-owner on reading, why women make better bosses, and Jane Fonda’s dog. 
http://www.washingtonian.com/articles/people/what-ive-learned-politics-and-proses-barbara-meade/ 

Economy and Politics

How the Tea Party Came Around on Immigration by Rebecca Kaplan. National Journal, March 21, 2013.
It was never their core issue, but if it’s going to happen, they want their say.
http://www.nationaljournal.com/member/magazine/how-the-tea-party-came-around-on-immigration-20130321?mrefid=site_
search&page=1

The Republican Pitch to Latinos: Too Little, Too Late by Jamelle Bouie. The Daily Beast, April 18, 2013.
Latinos are a left-leaning demographic–and Republican support for an immigration deal won’t change that, writes Jamelle Bouie.
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/04/18/the-republican-pitch-to-latinos-too-little-too-late.html

Spring Swoon Sequel No Reason for Economic Growth Scare in U.S. by Rich Miller & Shobhana Chandra. Bloomberg 
BusinessWeek, April 22, 2013.
Repeating the pattern of the past three years, the U.S. is cooling off as the weather turns warmer, with job growth slowing, retail 
sales falling and manufacturing output dropping after gross domestic product surged an estimated 3 percent in the first quarter. 
What’s different this time? The slowdown isn’t unexpected: Economists surveyed by Bloomberg have had it penciled into their 
forecasts for at least a month.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-04-21/spring-swoon-sequel-no-reason-for-economic-growth-scare-in-u-s-.html

What Exactly Is Donald Trump’s Deal? by William D. Cohanmar, The Atlantic, March 20, 2013.
TV seasons and presidential elections come and go—but Donald Trump remains, thrusting himself into the news and telling anyone 
who’ll listen about his fabulous success.
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/whats-the-deal-with-donald-trump/309261/

Why the Rich Don’t Give to Charity by Ken Sternmar, The Atlantic, March 20, 2013.
The wealthiest Americans donate 1.3 percent of their income; the poorest, 3.2 percent. What’s up with that?
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/why-the-rich-dont-give/309254/

Global Challenges

Generation Kill: A Conversation With Stanley McChrystal. Foreign Affairs, March/April 2013.
In July 2010, General Stanley McChrystal retired from the U.S. Army after almost three and a half decades in uniform. Soon after 
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graduating from West Point, McChrystal had joined the U.S. Special Forces, and he eventually led the Rangers, the Joint Special 
Operations Command, and all U.S. and international forces in Afghanistan. Author of the recently published memoir My Share of 
the Task, he spoke with Foreign Affairs editor Gideon Rose in December. 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/discussions/interviews/generation-kill?page=show 

Once Upon a Time in Pyongyang by Marya Hannun. Foreign Policy, April 17, 2013.
Rare images of Korea before the Kims. We tend to think of North Korea as a mysterious place -- sometimes quiet, other times hos-
tile, but always closed off and opaque. Since its founding in 1948, the country has plunged into diplomatic and economic isolation, 
driven by founder Kim Il Sung’s policy of juche, or “self-reliance.” Today, images of daily life in North Korea are a rare sight, often 
met with fascination. 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/04/17/once_upon_a_time_in_pyongyang_north_korea 

Own the Goals: What the Millennium Development Goals Have Accomplished by John W. McArthur. Foreign Affairs, 
March/April 2013.
Since their inception in 2000, The Millennium Development Goals have revolutionized the global aid business, using specific tar-
gets to help mobilize and guide development efforts. They have encouraged world leaders to tackle multiple dimensions of poverty 
simultaneously and provided a standard for judging performance. As their 2015 expiration looms, the time has come to bank those 
successes and focus on what comes next.
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/138821/john-w-mcarthur/own-the-goals 

The ‘Queen of Cuba’ by Jim Popkin. Washington Post Magazine, April 18, 2013.
Like Aldrich Ames and Robert Hanssen before her, Ana Montes blindsided the intelligence community with brazen acts of treason. 
By day, she was a buttoned-down GS-14 in a Defense Intelligence Agency cubicle. By night, she was on the clock for Fidel Castro, 
listening to coded messages over shortwave radio, passing encrypted files to handlers in crowded restaurants and slipping unde-
tected into Cuba wearing a wig and clutching a phony passport. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/feature/wp/2013/04/18/ana-montes-did-much-harm-spying-for-cuba-chances-are-you-
havent-heard-of-her/

Teens and Technology 2013 by by Mary Madden, Amanda Lenhart, Maeve Duggan, Sandra Cortesi, Urs Gasser. Pew Research 
Center, March 2013.
Smartphone adoption among American teens has increased substantially and mobile access to the internet is pervasive. One in four 
teens are “cell-mostly” internet users, who say they mostly go online using their phone and not using some other device such as a 
desktop or laptop computer.
http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2013/Teens-and-Tech.aspx 

Time for New Paradigms by Amitai Etzioni. The National Interest, April 18, 2013.
It is easy to understand why so many mavens are trying desperately to conceptualize cyber warfare, drones and transnational 
terrorists in yesterday’s terms. However, the dissonance has grown to a point where we are forced to look for new concepts and 
principles rather than try in vain to fit a new reality into obsolete paradigms. We often act like someone who can’t squeeze a size-
fourteen foot into a size-nine boot—and would rather cut off the toes than find a larger pair.
http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/time-new-paradigms-8320 

International Relations 

Afghan Women Face the Future by Ann Jones. The Nation, March 8, 2013.   
This is a personal story, and it’s hard to tell because nobody knows how it will end. I first went to Afghanistan in 2002, where I 
volunteered with two small nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) staffed by Afghan women: widows, university students, teach-
ers. I’ve gone back to Afghanistan to work with those women almost every year—except for part of 2010 and 2011, when I embed-
ded with the US military instead, to learn more about its “mission” in the country. The military was so out of touch with the actual 
Afghanistan that I may as well have been on the moon.
http://www.thenation.com/article/173202/afghan-women-face-future?rel=tumblr#

Another Cause for Alarm in Iran’s Nuclear Program: Earthquakes by Jillian Keenanapr. The Atlantic, April 18, 2013.
The country’s nuclear power plant is built near tectonic plates, and reports show it may not be safe in the event of a major seismic 
event.
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/04/another-cause-for-alarm-in-irans-nuclear-program-earth-
quakes/275098/ 

A History of Terrorism on U.S. Soil: An Interactive Timeline by By Jeff Saginor and Bryce Stucki. The Prospect Weekly, 
April 19, 2013.
Since the invention of dynamite in 1867, ideological radicals on both the left and right have used the awful spectacle of explosives 
to draw our national attention to political causes, to protest policy, and to inspire fear. Although the means and methods of such at-
tacks have changed dramatically, there have been few more jarring images of this country’s social and political upheaval than those 
left in the wake of an exploded bomb.
http://prospect.org/a-timeline-of-domestic-terrorism#.UXTzXbWeOz5
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ARChive

arc@usembassy.fi 

finland.usembassy.gov/arc.html

facebook.com/Amerikka.Kirjasto

twitter.com/ARCHelsinki

ARC at Kaisa House
P.O.Box  53 (Fabianinkatu 30)
00014 University of Helsinki
Finland

Telephone: +358-9-191 24048

Earth Day 2013

Over one billion people in 192 countries 
are participating from London to Sao 
Paolo, Seoul to Babylon City, New Delhi 
to New York, Rome to Cairo; people ev-
erywhere are taking action in their com-
munities and helping depict The Face of 
Climate Change.

How can you get involved? Attend an 
Earth Day event in your community, 
start doing something to lower your car-
bon footprint, and take a photo of yourself 
being part of the solution and upload it to 
The Face of Climate Change Wall.

Wondering what’s happening around the 
world? Here are just a few of the events 
taking place:

In Copenhagen, Denmark—as well as in 
six other cities on five continents—the 
Danish Cultural Institute is organizing its 
annual CO 2 Green Drive Project in honor 
of Earth Day. Runners, walkers, bikers, 
and skaters are using their cities as can-
vasses to spell “CO 2“ with GPS devices.

In Argentina, volunteers from the Sur-
frider Foundation are cleaning up the lo-

cal beaches and planting evergreens and 
Tamarisk shrubs to help prevent wind 
and water erosion.

In Milan, Italy, thousands of people are 
gathering for the Earth Day Italia Festival 
to learn about environmental issues and 
spur action on local green initiatives.

In Santa Barbara, California, thousands 
of people attended the local Earth Day 
Festival, which included live music, 
speakers, a Green Car Show, and special 
awards given to Van Jones and Bill Nye.


