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Jennifer Clement: “The greatest force for change is 
shame”

American author Jennifer Clement visited Finland in May 2014 to talk about her 
latest book, Prayers for the Stolen, that has just been translated into Finnish. The 
ARC had the honor of hosting her for a trafficking roundtable discussion that 
brought together many Finnish experts on the subject. Participants included 
representatives from e.g., Pro-tukipiste, Monika - Multicultural Women’s 
Association, and Victim Support Finland. Jarkko Tontti, author and lawyer, 
brought nicely a fellow author’s perspective to the table. When talking about 
how to bring about change, Jennifer responded: “The greatest force for change 
is shame.”

Thank you to all of our panelists!

More about Jennifer Clement:

Jennifer Clement grew up in Mexico City, Mexico.  She studied English Literature 
and Anthropology at New York University and also studied French literature in 
Paris, France. She has an MFA from the University of Southern Maine.  She was 
President of PEN Mexico from 2009 to 2012.

Clement is the author of the cult classic memoir Widow Basquiat and three novels: 
Prayers for the Stolen, A True Story Based on Lies, which was a finalist in the Orange 
Prize for Fiction, and The Poison That Fascinates. She is also the author of several 
books of poetry: The Next Stranger; Newton’s Sailor; Lady of the Broom and Jennifer 
Clement: New and Selected Poems. Her prize-winning story A Salamander-Child is 
published as an art book with work by the Mexican painter Gustavo Monroy.

Clement was awarded the National Endowment of the Arts (NEA) Fellowship for 
Literature in 2012 for her novel Prayers for the Stolen. In 2014 Clement was honored 
with The Sara Curry Humanitarian Award for that work and was also invited to be a 
Santa Maddalena Fellow.  She is the recipient of the UK’s Canongate Prize and the 
MacDowell Colony’s Robert and Stephanie Olmsted Fellow for 2007-08. She is a 
member of Mexico’s prestigious “Sistema Nacional de Creadores.”

www.jennifer-clement.com

Happy Retirement, 
Markku Henriksson!

The ARC would like to express sincere 
thanks to our longtime partner in crime 
& friend, professor Markku Henriksson 
of the North American Studies. Thank 
you for all your help, support, and 
friendship! 

In retirement, every day is Boss Day and 
every day is Employee Appreciation Day. 

~Terri Guillemets

ARC Columns Online

Did you know that the ARC is a frequent 
contributor for Suomi-USA, a quarterly 
magazine published by The League of 
Finnish American Societies? Our latest 
column, published in May, describes 
volunteer work and charities in the U.S. 
In the World Giving Index, Finland places 
number 33 while the U.S. ranks number 
1 when it comes to 
citizens’ willingess 
to help, donations 
to charities, and 
time spent doing 
voluntary work. 
Read more online 
at http://sayl.fi/ 
and http://finland.
usembassy.gov/arc_
publications.html.

http://sayl.fi/
http://finland.usembassy.gov/arc_publications.html
http://finland.usembassy.gov/arc_publications.html
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WebPicks
collected by the ARC staff

Disclaimer: The views expressed on these websites are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect U.S. Government 
policies. These links are being provided as a convenience and for informational purposes only; they do not constitute an 
endorsement or approval by the ARC or the U.S. Embassy in Helsinki, nor can we bear any responsibility for the accuracy, 
legality, functionality or content of the external site or for that of subsequent links.

American Life

5 Facts About the Modern American Family by Jens Manuel Krogstad. Pew Research Center, April 30, 2014.
The classic nuclear family, the kind imprinted on the American imagination by TV shows like Leave It To Beaver, has been left behind. In 1960, 
37% of households included a married couple raising their own children. More than a half-century later, just 16% of households look like that.
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/04/30/5-facts-about-the-modern-american-family/ 

Historic Photos of Washington’s Great Monuments, Memorials and Buildings Under Construction by Erin Corneliussen. Smithsonian, May 
12, 2014.
Take a step back in time to see the building of some of D.C.’s most famous icons.
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/constructing-washington-we-know-today-180951211/#5RjlZg3b6ddovzSx.99
 
How LBJ Saved the Civil Rights Act by Michael O’Donnell. The Atlantic, April 2014.
Fifty years later, new accounts of its fraught passage reveal the era’s real hero—and it isn’t the Supreme Court. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/04/what-the-hells-the-presidency-for/358630/ 

Mike Judge Skewers Silicon Valley With the Satire of Our Dreams  by Steven Leckart. Wired, April 2, 2014.  
The creator of Beavis and Butt-Head aims his snark cannon at the tech startup scene in his new HBO show, Silicon Valley.
http://www.wired.com/2014/04/mike-judge-silicon-valley/ 

The Six Best U.S. Presidents of All Time by Robert W. Merry. National Interest, May 12, 2014.
Who are the greatest American presidents, and what can they tell us about our own time? How do we define greatness in the presidency, 
anyway, and who gets to pick the executives included in that hallowed circle? Or is it all just a mystery, fodder for those intermittent academic 
polls on presidential performance and animated discussions of political and historical junkies?
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/the-six-best-us-presidents-all-timee-10440 

Why Cities Work Even When Washington Doesn’t: The Case for Strong Mayors by James Fallows. The Atlantic, April 2014.
During the eras of Michael Bloomberg in New York, Thomas Menino in Boston, and Richard Daley and now Rahm Emanuel in Chicago, 
everyone has recognized the power of major-city mayors to announce big plans and to carry them out, for better or worse.
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/04/the-case-for-strong-mayors/358642/ 

A World Digital Library Is Coming True! by Robert Darnton. The New York Review of Books, May 22, 2014.
In the scramble to gain market share in cyberspace, something is getting lost: the public interest. Libraries and laboratories—crucial nodes of 
the World Wide Web—are buckling under economic pressure, and the information they diffuse is being diverted away from the public sphere, 
where it can do most good.
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2014/may/22/world-digital-library-coming-true/ 

Economy & Politics

10 Breakthrough Technologies 2014. MIT Technology Review, May 2014.
Technology news is full of incremental developments, but few of them are true milestones. Here we’re citing 10 that are. These advances from 
the past year all solve thorny problems or create powerful new ways of using technology. They are breakthroughs that will matter for years to 
come.
http://www.technologyreview.com/lists/technologies/2014/

Crossing Christie by Ryan Lizza. New Yorker, April 14. 2014.
What the bridge scandal says about the Governor’s political style, and his future.
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2014/04/14/140414fa_fact_lizza

Epic Fails of the Startup World by James Surowiecki. The New Yorker, May 19, 2014.
Launching a business is easier than it’s ever been, but the lives of new companies are often brutish and short.
http://www.newyorker.com/talk/financial/2014/05/19/140519ta_talk_surowiecki    

Harold Hamm: The Billionaire Oilman Fueling America’s Recovery by Christopher Helman. Forbes, April 16, 2014 (This story appears in the 
May 5, 2014 issue of Forbes).
Harold Hamm has transformed the U.S. oil industry like no one since John D. Rockefeller, while helping to keep domestic prices low — and 
making himself a $17 billion fortune. The great domestic energy boom, he says, is just beginning.
http://www.forbes.com/sites/christopherhelman/2014/04/16/harold-hamm-billionaire-fueling-americas-recovery/
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The Mysterious Death of Entrepreneurship in America: A Tale of Two Definitions of Entrepreneur — One Thriving, One Flailing by Derek 
Thompson. The Atlantic, May 12 2014.
For entrepreneurs in America, it is the best of times, and it is the worst of times. It is “the age of the start-up,” and “American 
entrepreneurship is plummeting.” We are witnessing the Cambrian Explosion of apps and the mass extinction of apps. These are the glory 
days of risk, and we are taking fewer risks than ever. Tech valuations are soaring, and tech valuations are collapsing, and tech valuations are 
irrelevant. “A million users” has never been more attainable, and “a million users” has never been more meaningless. It is the spring of hope. It 
is the winter of despair.
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/05/entrepreneurship-in-america-is-dying-wait-what-does-that-actually-mean/362097/

Young Money by Caroline Winter. Bloomberg BusinessWeek,  April 24, 2014.
These (very) young entrepreneurs under age 17 turned their great ideas into reality.
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-04-24/young-money

Global Challenges

Can Al Jazeera America Save Cable News? by Reed Richardson, The Nation, April 8, 2014.
The network wants to reshape the market. But first it must reach—and win over—its viewers. 
http://www.thenation.com/article/179253/can-al-jazeera-america-save-cable-news#

Chart of the Week: Climate Change Is Already Here by Drew DeSilver. Pew Research Center, May 9, 2014.
The National Climate Assessment, issued this week by a team of government researchers, minced no words about the impacts of climate 
change: You’re feeling them now.
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/05/09/chart-of-the-week-climate-change-is-already-here/ 

Collapse of Antarctic Ice Sheet Is Underway And Unstoppable But Will Take Centuries by Darryl Fears. Washington Post, May 13, 2014.
The collapse of the giant West Antarctica ice sheet is underway, according to two groups of scientists. They described the melting as an 
unstoppable event that will cause global sea levels to rise higher than projected earlier.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/2014/05/12/70c26750-da00-11e3-b745-87d39690c5c0_story.html?tid=pm_pop 

A Diversity of Bees Is Good for Farming—And Farmers’ Wallets by Natasha Geiling. Smithsonian, May 9, 2014.
A new study shows that if more species of bees are available to pollinate blueberry flowers, blueberries get fatter.
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/diversity-bees-good-environmentand-farmers-wallets-180951339/ 

End of the Earth’s Oceans? The Futurist, May/June 2014.
A billion years from now, solar radiation will have set the Earth’s oceans aboil.
http://www.wfs.org/futurist/2014-issues-futurist/may-june-2014-vol-48-no-3/end-earth%E2%80%99s-oceans 

Guide to Urban Homesteading by Rachel Kaplan. Mother Earth News, April/May 2014.
Learn about urban homesteading skills, such as small-scale composting, urban beekeeping, and how to set up a rainwater catchment system.
http://www.motherearthnews.com/homesteading-and-livestock/guide-to-urban-homesteading-zm0z14amzrob.aspx#ixzz31ZiTTmvm 

Want to Know If Your Food Is Genetically Modified? by Molly Ball. The Atlantic, May 14, 2014.
Across the country, an aggressive grassroots movement is winning support with its demands for GMO labeling. If only it had science on its side.
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2014/05/want-to-know-if-your-food-is-genetically-modified/370812/

International Relations

Advancing the Arms Trade Treaty: An Interview With U.S. ATT Negotiator Thomas Countryman by Daniel Horner and Daryl G. Kimball. 
Arms Control Today, April 2014.
Arms Control Today spoke with Countryman in his office on March 12. Countryman was joined by William Malzahn, senior coordinator in the Office 
of Conventional Arms Threat Reduction. In the interview, Countryman explained the reasons that the United States signed the ATT, addressed 
domestic criticism of the pact, and looked ahead to the challenges that the treaty faces.
http://armscontrol.org/act/2014_04/Advancing-the-Arms-Trade-Treaty_An-Interview-With-U-S-ATT-Negotiator-Thomas-Countryman

How to Solve Obama’s Grand Strategy Dilemma: A Laser-like Focus on the U.S.-China Relationship Just Might Do It by Michael O’Hanlon. 
The National Interest, May 23, 2014.
In recent months, President Obama has been accused of pursuing a somewhat listless foreign policy. The tragic Syrian civil war, ongoing 
troubles with Vladimir Putin over Ukraine, and uncertainty over whether Iran will agree to a reasonable compromise on its nuclear program 
all contribute. But the larger issue is that Republicans, still angry that Mr. Obama criticized President Bush so harshly back in 2007 and 2008 
and that he prematurely declared an end to a war on terror that is in fact far from over, sense that the president has lost his commitment to a 
strong national-security policy—and feel that other countries around the world have noticed too.
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/how-solve-obamas-grand-strategy-dilemma-10519

Russia’s Latest Land Grab by Jeffrey Mankoff. Foreign Affairs, May/June 2014.
How Putin Won Crimea and Lost Ukraine
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141210/jeffrey-mankoff/russias-latest-land-grab
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Light Summer Reading

Looking for something to do on those upcoming vacation days? Grab a blanket and a picnic basket and hit a sunny spot on 
a beach, park, or other favorite destination - and a book or two from the ARC. Here is our recommended reading list for this 
summer - nothing too academic or difficult but just light enough:

The Astronaut Wives Club tells the real story of the women who stood beside some of the biggest heroes in American 
history. As America’s Mercury Seven astronauts were launched on death-defying missions, television cameras focused on 
the brave smiles of their young wives. Overnight, these women were transformed from military spouses 
into American royalty. As their celebrity rose-and as divorce and tragic death began to touch their lives-they 
continued to rally together, and the wives have now been friends for more than fifty years.

The Circle is the exhilarating new novel from Dave Eggers, best-selling author of A Hologram for the King, 
a finalist for the National Book Award. “What begins as the captivating story of one woman’s ambition and 
idealism soon becomes a heart-racing novel of suspense, raising questions about memory, history, privacy, 
democracy, and the limits of human knowledge.”

Sheryl Sandberg is the chief operating officer of Facebook and is ranked on Fortune’s list of the 50 Most Powerful Women in 
Business and as one of Time’s 100 Most Influential People in the World. In 2010, she gave an electrifying TEDTalk in which she 
described how women unintentionally hold themselves back in their careers. Her talk, which became a phenomenon and has 
been viewed more than two million times, encouraged women to “sit at the table,” seek challenges, take risks, and pursue 
their goals with gusto. In Lean In, Sheryl Sandberg examines why women’s progress in achieving leadership 
roles has stalled, explains the root causes, and offers compelling, commonsense solutions that can empower 
women to achieve their full potential.

From the Pulitzer Prize-winning, best-selling author of The Namesake comes an extraordinary new novel, set 
in both India and America, that expands the scope and range of one of our most dazzling storytellers: a tale of 
two brothers bound by tragedy, a fiercely brilliant woman haunted by her past, a country torn by revolution, 
and a love that lasts long past death: The Lowland by Jhumpa Lahiri.

The story of Maya Angelou’s extraordinary life has been chronicled in her multiple bestselling autobiographies. 
But now, at last, the legendary author shares the deepest personal story of her life: her relationship with her 
mother: Mom & Me & Mom.

Harrowing, panoramic, and deeply evocative, The Son is a fully realized masterwork in the greatest tradition of 
the American canon — an unforgettable novel that combines the narrative prowess of Larry McMurtry with the 
knife-edge sharpness of Cormac McCarthy; by Philipp Meyer.

Art Travel Guide contains listings of over 120 contemporary art sites, with over one hundred full-color photographs, across 
the United States; art listings rarely found in other travel guides. If you are an art lover, art-curious, or a museumgoer, you’ll 
want to plan future vacations around the places you learn about in this guidebook; a statewide index is 
provided.

Peter Ames Carlin’s New York Times bestselling biography of one America’s greatest musicians is the first in 
twenty-five years to be written with the cooperation of Bruce Springsteen himself; “Carlin gets across why Mr. 
Springsteen has meant so much, for so long, to so many people” (The New York Times): Bruce.

One of the most acclaimed writers in the world today, the inimitable Joyce Carol Oates follows up her searing, 
New York Times bestselling memoir, A Widow’s Story, with an extraordinary new work of fiction. Mudwoman 
is a riveting psychological thriller, taut with dark suspense, that explores the high price of repression in the life of a respected 
university president teetering on the precipice of a nervous breakdown.

The next ARC newsletter comes out at the end of July. Have a wonderful summer!
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