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A Closer Look of the American Icons

The American Resource Center and Helsinki University jointly arranged a 5-part lecture series 
“Windows to Iconic America”. In the kick-off lecture, Deputy Chief of Mission Susan M. Elbow 
discussed the position of Finnish and American women in politics, business, and education. Ms. 
Elbow discussed Sheryl Sandberg’s controversial advice about “leaning in,” and spoke about 
Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s work to empower women worldwide. The audience, 
consisting of both women and men, shared their own experiences -- a fitting way to mark 
Women’s History Month and Finland’s Day of Social Equality.

On the second part of the lecture series, professor Markku Henriksson took the audience on a 
journey to Route 66, an iconic landmark of the roads more or less traveled in the United States. 
Properly dressed for the occasion, professor Henriksson shared his best travel tips and advertised 
his brand new book of - what else than Route 66.

Rani-Henrik Andersson continued the lecture series with his presentation on the myths of the Wild 
West. We all know cowboys and Indians, saloons, sheriffs, and duels, but how many of these are 
actually true? One by one, the myths of the Wild West were either busted or confirmed.

Anna-Leena Korpijärvi’s lecture concentrated on the literature of the frontier and the stereotypical 
fictional characters in Western literature. James Fenimore Cooper, Bret Harte, Cormac McCarthy, 
Larry McMurtry, and Jack London were some of the authors discussed.

Our last lecture of this spring turned out to be something very special. We were proud to present 
a certificate to Panu Kontkanen, ARC Grant 2013 winner along with Jeff Reneau from the U.S. 
Embassy Helsinki and Terhi Mölsä from the Fulbright Center. Panu presented his work, “From 
Sweat Lodge to Sauna,” and gave us a rare treat, the opening song of a sundance ceremony with 
his friend, lakota Thomas Yellow Hair. The theme of Panu’s work was very appropriate for the 
evening as the series was wrapped up with a lecture of Native Americans’ religious traditions by 
Riku Hämäläinen from Helsinki University. 

BIG thanks to all of our guest lecturers and everyone who attended the lecture series. See you next 
spring!



WebPicks
collected by the ARC staff

Disclaimer: The views expressed on these websites are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect U.S. Government 
policies. These links are being provided as a convenience and for informational purposes only; they do not constitute an 
endorsement or approval by the ARC or the U.S. Embassy in Helsinki, nor can we bear any responsibility for the accuracy, 
legality, functionality or content of the external site or for that of subsequent links.

American Life

The 20 Best Small Towns to Visit in 2014. Smithsonian Magazine, April 2014.
From country music to herbal cocktails to horseshoe crabs to Rodin, our third annual list takes you to cultural gems worth mining.
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/20-best-small-towns-to-visit-in-2014-180950173/

The American Middle Class Is No Longer the World’s Richest by David Leonhardt and Kevin Quealy. The New York Times, April 23, 2014.
The American middle class, long the most affluent in the world, has lost that distinction.
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/23/upshot/the-american-middle-class-is-no-longer-the-worlds-richest.html

Bill Gates: The Rolling Stone Interview by Jeff Goodell. The Rolling Stone, March 27, 2014.
The richest man in the world explains how to save the planet.
http://www.rollingstone.com/culture/news/bill-gates-the-rolling-stone-interview-20140313#ixzz2yxNaUaxd 

The Color of His Presidency by Jonathan Chait. The New York Magazine, April 6, 2014
Optimists hoped Obama would usher in a new age of racial harmony. Pessimists feared a surge in racial strife. Neither was right. But what 
happened instead has been even more invidious.
http://nymag.com/news/features/obama-presidency-race-2014-4/

The Confessions of David Remnick by Isaac Chotiner. The New Republic, March 24, 2014.
The New Yorker editor on difficult writers, Obama’s shortcomings, and learning from Anna Wintour.
http://www.newrepublic.com/article/116917/david-remnick-interview-russia-obama-and-editing-new-yorker

How the Mississippi River Made Mark Twain… And Vice Versa by David Carkeet.Smithsonian Magazine, April 2014. 
No novelist captured the muddy waterway and its people like the creator of Huckleberry Finn, as a journey along the river makes clear
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/how-mississippi-river-made-mark-twain-and-vice-versa-180950193/ 

Rabbit is Real: How John Updike Turned Everything in His Life to His Advantage in Fiction by Adam Begley. The New York Magazine, March 26, 2014.
An excerpt from Adam Begley’s forthcoming biography Updike, which will be published by Harper in April.
http://www.vulture.com/2014/03/john-updike-life-in-fiction-adam-begley.html 

State of the News Media 2014. Pew Research Journalism Project. March 26, 2014.
The State of the News Media 2014 is the eleventh edition of an annual report by the Pew Research Center’s Journalism Project examining 
the landscape of American journalism. This year’s study includes special reports about the revenue pictures for news, the growth in digital 
reporting, the role of acquisitions and content sharing in local news and developments around digital video.
http://www.journalism.org/packages/state-of-the-news-media-2014/ 

Stewards & Storytellers by Kevin Grange. National Parks, Spring 2014.
Essex National Heritage Area in Massachusetts is one of dozens of heritage areas making America’s best idea even better.
http://www.npca.org/news/magazine/all-issues/2014/spring/stewards-storytellers.html 

Economy & Politics

America’s Coming Manufacturing Revolution by Moisés Naímapr. The Atlantic, April 21 2014. 
Fracking, robotics, and nanotechnology are poised to transform the industrial sector.
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/04/americas-coming-manufacturing-revolution/360931/

America’s Start-Up Problem by Samuel Rines. The National Interest, April 21, 2014.
Where are all the jobs? Even in the midst of a multi-year recovery, labor-market indicators make for grim reading. The hires rate sits well 
below pre-recession levels, the unemployment level has declined less than the number of people leaving the labor force, and the quit rate is 
barely off its 2009 bottom.
http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/americas-start-problem-10291

Why Corporations Fail to Do the Right Thing by Christine Baderapr. The Atlantic, April 21 2014.
Six reasons why international business remains dangerous to workers and the environment, even when its leaders genuinely want to do better.
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/04/why-making-corporations-socially-responsible-is-so-darn-hard/360984/

Why Going Green Means Big Business in the Construction Industry by Issie Lapowsky. The Inc., March 25, 2014.
Gone are the days of green building being a niche market. Today, it’s a big business that’s the future of the construction industry.
http://www.inc.com/best-industries/issie-lapowsky/green-construction.html
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Will Bitcoin and Other Insurgent Currencies Reinvent Commerce? by David Bollier. The Aspen Idea Blog, April 21, 2014.
Will Bitcoin and other insurgent currencies on the market reinvent commerce? This and other questions are addressed in “The Weightless 
Marketplace: Coming to Terms with Innovative Payment Systems, Digital Currencies and Online Labor Markets,” a just-released report that 
I wrote for the Aspen Institute Communications and Society Program. The report distills the more salient points raised at the three-day 2013 
Aspen Institute Roundtable on Information Technology (also known as InfoTech) last August, which brought together leading players in 
banking, financial services, and online labor platforms. 
http://www.aspeninstitute.org/about/blog/will-bitcoin-other-insurgent-currencies-reinvent-commerce

Global Challenges

Can Water Under the Mojave Desert Help Quench California? by Peter Waldman. Bloomberg Businessweek, March 06, 2014.
California is parched. The state’s worst drought in decades has left its reservoirs half-naked, if not skeletal. Officials say 17 communities could 
run out of drinking water this summer; some are considering mandatory rationing; and 500,000 acres in the state may be left fallow. For 
the first time in its 54-year history, the California State Water Project—the world’s biggest plumbing network and the way millions of state 
residents get hundreds of billions of gallons of water—is essentially shutting down. In 2012 the project moved 815 billion gallons of fresh water 
from Northern California’s rivers to 25 million people and a million acres of farmland in the arid central and southern parts of the state. Last 
year, the driest on record, the system delivered 490 billion gallons, down 40 percent. This year, the planned water distribution is zero.
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-03-06/amid-california-drought-cadiz-plans-to-pump-desert-water 

Five Frightening Observations from the Latest International Climate Change Report by Sarah Zielinski. Smithsonianmag.com, March 31, 2014.
Adaptation cannot save us from all the negative impacts of pumping greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/five-frightening-observations-latest-international-report-climate-change-
180950330/#pO2ETjYzChL7C447.99 

Forests Around Chernobyl Aren’t Decaying Properly by Rachel Nuwer. Smithsonianmag.com, March 14, 2014.
It wasn’t just people, animals and trees that were affected by radiation exposure at Chernobyl, but also the decomposers: insects, microbes, and fungi. 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/forests-around-chernobyl-arent-decaying-properly-180950075/#28MmbRedwDxxg0v9.99 

The Mammoth Cometh by Nathaniel Rich. The New York Times Magazine, March 27, 2014. 
Bringing extinct animals back to life is really happening — and it’s going to be very, very cool. Unless it ends up being very, very bad.
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/02/magazine/the-mammoth-cometh.html?_r=0 

Seeing Green by Rona Marech. National Parks, Spring 2014.
Decades of conservation efforts pay off for the endangered green sea turtle.
http://www.npca.org/news/magazine/all-issues/2014/spring/seeing-green.html

Shouting ‘Melting’ in a Crowded Theater by Kate Galbraith. Foreign Policy, April 2, 2014.
Can anyone de-wonkify climate change warnings and actually get people to listen?
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/04/02/shouting_melting_in_a_crowded_theater 

Twenty-Five Years of Oil Spills by Evan Applegate. Bloomberg Businessweek, March 13, 2014.
“Where oil goes, spills follow.” An illustration of the history of oil spills in the U.S.
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-03-13/25-years-of-oil-spills

International Relations

China Goes Ballistic by Andrew S. Erickson and Michael S. Chase. The National Interest, April 22, 2014.
China is increasingly a force to be reckoned with, not only economically but also militarily. Its aggressive stance toward some of its neighbors, 
along with Asia’s growing economic importance and the need to assure U.S. allies that Washington will increase its attention to the region 
despite budgetary challenges and fractious domestic politics, prompted the Obama administration to announce a “rebalance” toward Asia.
http://nationalinterest.org/article/china-goes-ballistic-10309

How America Lost Vladimir Putin by David Rohde and Arshad Mohammed. The Atlantic, April 19 2014.
A rupture between Russia and the West, 14 years in the making.
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2014/04/how-america-turned-putin-against-the-west/360921/

NATO After Crimea: How the Alliance Can Still Deter Russia by Michael O’Hanlon. Foreign Affairs, April 17, 2014.
On April 16, NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen announced that NATO would be stepping up its air patrols near the Baltic 
States and conducting some additional ship maneuvers and deployments of military trainers in the area. The decision to do so was wise; the 
increased NATO presence will aid in reconnaissance and help reassure frontline NATO states, which undoubtedly feel threatened by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s recent adventures in Ukraine. The deployments are also a reasonable and proportionate response to Russia’s own 
recent buzzing of a U.S. ship in the Black Sea.
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141227/michael-ohanlon/nato-after-crimea

The New START Treaty: Central Limits and Key Provisions by Amy F. Woolf. Congressional Research Service Reports, April 8, 2014.
The United States and Russia signed the New START Treaty on April 8, 2010. After more than 20 hearings, the U.S. Senate gave its advice and 
consent to ratification on December 22, 2010, by a vote of 71-26. Both houses of the Russian parliament — the Duma and Federation Council 
— approved the treaty in late January 2011, and it entered into force on February 5, 2011, after Secretary of State Clinton and Foreign Minister 
Lavrov exchanged the instruments of ratification.
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/R41219.pdf
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Earth Day was celebrated on April 22.  On that day, over one billion people in 192 
countries—from Zimbabwe to Albania to Indonesia—took action to protect the planet. 
They organized demonstrations, contacted their elected officials, planted trees, cleaned 
up their communities, demanded renewable energy targets, and much more. This year’s 
theme is Green Cities.

Earth Day is a day of action. And action is exactly what we need. The environmental 
challenges of our time are too great and too urgent for us not to march, teach, and rally for 
a safe, stable climate and a planet where our children can survive and thrive. Let’s make 
that happen today.

Read more at http://www.earthday.org/.(Photo by TheOriginalSoni, Wikimedia Commons)

Happy Earth Day from the ARC!

We participated in the NASA’s Earth Day #GlobalSelfie campaign. See more from our 
Facebook and Twitter or from NASA’s website at 
http://www.nasa.gov/content/goddard/globalselfie/#.U1d5IleLX7I

The Future Is Better Than You Think

We had a wonderful opportunity to host a book talk 
on Peter H. Diamandis and Steven Kotler’s book Abun-
dance: The Future Is Better Than You Think on April 14th. 
Big thanks to the speakers - Cristina Andersson, Antti 
Joensuu, and Jari Kaivo-oja (seen here with Public Affairs 
Officer Jeff Reneau from the U.S. Embassy Helsinki)!
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