
 

 

 

Peace Corps/ Ethiopia 
 

Ethiopia was one of the very first countries to invite Peace Corps to establish its 
program in 1962, just one year after the Peace Corps was founded. The primary focus 
of the program was on education, with the goal of training skilled workers and promoting 
economic development. In addition, Volunteers worked in agriculture, basic education, 
tourism, health, economic development and teaching English as a foreign language. 
 
The Peace Corps remained in Ethiopia until 1977 and returned again in 1995 but 
suspended the program again in 2000 due to security concerns during the border war 
between Ethiopia and Eritrea. 
 
Currently Peace Corps Ethiopia has 63 Volunteers working on combating HIV/AIDS and 
environmental degradation in Ethiopia. On August 5th 2011, 69 Volunteers were sworn 
in by Ambassador Booth, US Ambassador to Ethiopia, in the presence of his Excellency 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Hailemariam Desalegn.  Of the 69 
newly sworn in Volunteers, 35 Volunteers make up the first group of education whose 
primary role is to support existing efforts to strengthen English language teaching and 
learning in Colleges of Teacher Education (CTEs) and primary cluster schools. The 
remaining 34 Volunteers will be working with local communities to combat HIV/AIDS 
and improve the quality of health. Specifically, they will be working in three areas; 1) 
HIV Prevention; 2) Care and support and; 3) Orphan and Vulnerable Children services.  
 
In summary: 

 132 Peace Corps Volunteers are currently serving in Ethiopia, working the areas of 
Health, Education and Environment.  

 On December 16, 2011 Peace Corps Ethiopia will welcome the second group of 20 
new environment Volunteers. 

 Peace Corps is working in the following regions: Amhara, Oromia, Tigray and SNNP 
Administrative Regions. 

 Peace Corps Volunteers served in Ethiopia from 1962-1977, and from 1995-2000. 

 More than 3,500 Volunteers have served in Ethiopia over the years. 

 The diverse group of new Volunteers includes 46 females and 23 males. 
 

The Peace Corps is celebrating a 50-year legacy of service at home and abroad. Since 
1961, more than 200,000 Volunteers have helped promote a better understanding 
between Americans and the people of the 139 countries where Volunteers have served. 
Peace Corps Volunteers must be U.S. citizens and at least 18 years of age. Peace 
Corps service is a 27-month commitment. 
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