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The U.S. Department of State’s
Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI)
Announces the
2015 MEPI Student Leaders Program
The MEPI Student Leaders Program is a six-week program in the United States designed to give 100 students and recent graduates from all over the Middle East and North Africa an opportunity to gain academic skills, practical experience, and networking opportunities with like-minded peers and professionals. 

Participants in the Student Leaders Program will complete a five-week academic residency at one of six host universities in the United States, and a one-week study tour designed to complement and reinforce the concepts explored in their academic residency. Each university will design its own course materials and schedule. However, all students will cover similar topics, including courses in leadership and management, conflict resolution, and the role of civil society in the democratic process. Participants will be assigned to their host university by the Department of State. 

While applicants may be undergraduate students or recent graduates in any field of academic specialization, it is critical that they exhibit a serious interest in contributing to the development of their home countries or communities as leaders in business, government, or not-for-profit non-governmental organizations. In addition, participants will be expected to take advantage of opportunities to inform and educate a variety of American audiences about the cultures and societies of their home countries/communities in non-structured gatherings and public presentations.

This year’s Student Leaders Program will take place from June 29 until August 8, 2015.
Ideal candidates for the MEPI Student Leaders Program:

· Are 20 to 24 years of age;

· Demonstrate the strong English language skills needed to participate in a U.S. academic program and engage in graduate-level class discussions and practicum;

· Are committed to returning to their home country/community following completion of the program;

· Demonstrate strong leadership potential;

· Indicate a serious interest in learning about the United States;

· Have a sustained high level of academic achievement;

· Demonstrate a commitment to civic engagement;

· Have no prior travel experience in the United States and limited to no study or travel experience outside their home country;

· Are willing and able to participate fully in intensive academic, community service, and educational travel activities;

· Are comfortable with campus life, sharing living accommodations while traveling with a multinational group of participants from the Middle East and North Africa region and with U.S. citizens, and making adjustments to cultural and social practices different from those of their home countries/communities; and

· Are comfortable spending Ramadan and Eid in the United States.

Cost and Travel Arrangements: 


MEPI will cover international and domestic travel, health insurance, housing and a moderate living stipend in the United States for all participants. 

Travel arrangements to and from the United States will be handled by Georgetown University. Participants will arrive and depart through Washington, D.C. in order to participate in U.S. Department of State welcome and farewell ceremonies and informational briefings and debriefings. All participants are expected to travel unaccompanied.

Interested applicants should submit in English the following: 

1. Complete application form (attached below), which includes complete contact information, including mailing address, email, and phone number; name of applicant's college/university; and applicant's field of study;

2. Evidence of high academic achievement;

3. Applicant's updated resume highlighting civic engagement, leadership and/or work experience, extracurricular activities, and academic honors;

4. A copy of the photo page of the applicant's passport (or a valid national ID);

5. Details of any previous travel or study outside of home country, including dates.

6. Applicant's response, in 500 words or less, to each of the following questions:

1) Write about a problem currently affecting your community. If it were within your abilities, how would you work to solve this problem? 

2) What are the qualities of an effective leader? Name one leader living today whom you admire and explain why.

**The extended deadline for submitting applications is 11:59 PM on February 3, 2015** 
Failure to submit any of the above required documents by the deadline will render the application incomplete, and thus ineligible for consideration.
Please send complete applications to CairoMEPI@state.gov.  Competitive applicants will be contacted to participate in a mandatory interview in mid-February, 2015. 
For more information about the Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI), please go to: www.mepi.state.gov.
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Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI)

2015 Student Leaders Program

YOUR NAME:             




(as it appears on your passport)
Family
First
Middle

CONTACT INFORMATION

Permanent mailing address:




Mobile telephone:    



Home telephone:  




E-mail address:  


PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

Date of Birth:  






Day / Month / Year

Citizenship: 

1.

Place of Birth: 



2. 
                          

Place of Residence:  

City of Birth:  

ACADEMIC INFORMATION

University Name:  
  Please indicate your year at the university:

Major Field:  
 


(e.g. economics, science, business, English, etc.)

Minor Field:  
 


(if applicable)

REFERENCES
Please provide the name of a professor who has agreed to serve as a reference for your application.

Reference Name: 
 Title:  

Email address: 

 Mobile Phone:  


YOUR NAME  




(as it appears on your passport)
Family
First
Middle

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

Please provide complete information about all the educational institutions that you have attended or are attending for your secondary and undergraduate education.
	Institution Name


	Institution Location

(City, Country/Territory)
	Dates Attended

MM/YY – MM/YY
	Major / Minor Fields 
	GPA

	College/University:


	
	From:

	To:

	 
	

	Secondary School:

	
	From:

	To:

	
	


Please explain any gaps in your education:  

HONORS/AWARDS
Please list any special honors or awards you have received:  


ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Speaking:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Excellent
Reading:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Excellent 
Writing:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Excellent 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Good

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Good

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Good


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fair

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fair

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fair
WORK EXPERIENCE (if applicable)
Please start with your most recent position. You may include volunteer activities and internships.

	Name of Employer and

Location
	Your Job Title and Responsibilities
	Dates of Employment
MM/YY – MM/YY

	
	
	From:

	To: 

	
	
	From:
	To:

	
	
	From:
	To:


YOUR NAME  




(as it appears on your passport)
Family
First
Middle

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (if applicable)
Please describe any activities, clubs, or organizations in which you participate. You may include volunteer and sports activities.

	Name of Activity
	Describe the activity
and your role
	Dates of Involvement
MM/YY – MM/YY

	
	
	From:

	To:


	
	
	From: 
	To:


	
	
	From: 
	To: 

	
	
	From:
	To:


MEMBERSHIPS (if applicable)
Please list your membership in any other organizations:  


SPECIAL INTERESTS (if applicable)
Please describe any hobbies or special interests: 


TRAVEL EXPERIENCE 
Please describe any previous travel or study outside of your home country/territory.  If you have not traveled outside your home country/territory, indicate “none.”
	Location
	Travel Dates

MM/YY – MM/YY
	Travel Purpose

(e.g. vacation, school, etc.)
	US Government

Program? Y/N

	
	From:

	To:

	
	

	
	From:

	To:

	
	

	
	From:

	To:

	
	


How did you hear about the Student Leaders program? 
YOUR NAME













(as it appears on your passport)
Family
First
Middle

	SHORT ESSAY #1 (NO MORE THAN 500 WORDS)
Write about a problem currently affecting your community. If it were within your abilities, how would you work to solve this problem? 



	SHORT ESSAY #2 (NO MORE THAN 500 WORDS)
What are the qualities of an effective leader? Name one leader living today whom you admire and explain why.



	DISCLAIMER (all applicants)

The information in this application is accurate and complete. The written work in the short essays is my own and I have not been assisted by any other person. I understand that I may be required to verify information in this application by providing documentation including (but not limited to) transcripts, test scores, and writing samples. I also understand that intentionally falsifying information in this application could be grounds for disbarment from U.S. Government funded exchange programs.
Signature:

Date:
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