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http://www.irs.gov/uac/Free-File:-Do-Your-Federal-Taxes-for-Free
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/U.S.-Citizens-and-Resident-Aliens-Abroad
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/U.S.-Citizens-and-Resident-Aliens-Abroad
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Foreign-Currency-and-Currency-Exchange-Rates
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http://www.egypt.travel/
http://www.egyptembassy.net/consular-services/passports-travel/visa-requirements

Rids’ Corner

SPRING IS HERE!...and it’s a great time to learn about some fun

American spring traditions!

Cherry Blossoms

One of the most famous festivals marking the arrival of spring in the United States is Washington D.C.’s Na-
tional Cherry Blossom festival. This celebration of spring and the special friendship between Japan and the
United States attracts an estimated 1 million visitors annually. This annual festival includes parades, art exhi-
bitions, and film showings. The first festival celebrating Japan’s gift of cherry trees was held by a group of
American schoolchildren who re-enacted the initial planting in 1927.
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The first cherry blossom trees arrived in Washington D.C. in 1912, when Mayor Yukio Ozaki of Tokyo pre-
sented two trees to President William Howard Taft. Today, Washington D.C. has more than 3,700 cherry

blossom trees. The 100th anniversary of this festival in 2012 was commemorated on the U.S. postage stamp
featured above, which portrays the beauty of Washington D.C.’s cherry blossoms in bloom.
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Basebell

Nothing signifies the onset of spring in America more than
the start of baseball season. Between “Opening Day” on
Sunday, April 5" and the end of the regular season in Sep-
tember, 30 baseball teams will play 162 games each. At-
tending baseball games is a favorite summer pastime for
many families, and each ballpark has its own fun traditions. For example, the Chicago Cubs sing the classic
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame,” in the middle of the seventh inning, and each game at Nationals Stadium in
Washington, D.C. features the Presidents’ Race, in which four people dressed as the U.S. presidents George
Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, and Theodore Roosevelt, race each other. The San Fran-
cisco Giants are the reigning World Series champions; however, the New York Yankees hold the record for
most World Series wins, with 27 championships. The first World Series was won by the Boston Red Sox in
1903. While baseball was invented in America in 1845, it is popular in many countries throughout the world,
including Japan, Cuba, and Venezuela.
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https://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-international-dates
http://www.ets.org/toefl/ibt/register/centers_dates?WT.ac=toeflhome_centersdates_121127
https://mygre.ets.org/greweb/action/RegPortal
https://registration.mba.com/testtaker/registration/SelectTestCenterProximity/GMAC/477359
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