
QUALITATIVE SEISMIC ASSESMENT 
FOR RESIDENCES IN QUITO 

Background 
The U.S. Embassy is interested in contracting with a firm to conduct seismic surveys which will be 
primarily for residential properties. 
 
The services of a local, structural engineer, who has in-depth knowledge of local construction 
procedures and is well versed in seismic engineering issues germane to Quito and outlying areas, is 
being sought for this effort. 
 
The intent of this service is to perform a qualitative seismic assessment of selected properties, as 
specified. This includes the identification and evaluation of significant non-structural seismic hazards in 
and around these properties. 
 
Timeframe for project completion:  
An Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) contract or Blanket Purchase Agreement (BPA) for 
services is envisioned, spanning a period of one year, with options for extension.  Individual orders will 
be placed on an as-needed basis.   
 
All firms that respond to the solicitation must be technically qualified and financially responsible to 
perform the work.  At a minimum, each offeror must meet the following requirements when submitting 
their proposal: 

• Be able to understand written and spoken English and prepare reports in technical English; 
• Have an established business with a permanent address and telephone listing; 
• Have the necessary personnel, equipment and financial resources available to perform the 

work; 
• Have all licenses and permits required by local law; 
• Meet all local insurance requirements; 
• Have the ability to obtain a performance and guarantee bond and a payment bond, or to post 

adequate performance security, such as irrevocable letters of credit or guarantees issued by a 
reputable financial institution if necessary; 

• Have no adverse criminal record;  
• Have no political or business affiliation which could be considered contrary to the interests of 

the United States; 
• Have good experience and past performance records indicating such; and, 

Identify specialized experience and technical competence required for conducting seismic analyses. 

The solicitation for these services will be issued in January, 2012.  All interested parties should contact 
Contracting Officer, Ramon Best at bestre@state.gov , phone number 2398-5106, or Contract Specialist 
Jose Balseca at balsecajj@state.gov, or phone number 2398-5284. 
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