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 Curacao – MP Wiels: “Osama Bin Laden Does Not Exist”  
 
Curacao Sovereign Party MP and political leader Helmin Wiels said in a reaction to the 
death of Osama Bin Laden that the man only exists in the mind of the American people 
and the media. “Nobody in his right mind believes that Osama Bin Laden exists and that 
he is the 9/11 mastermind,” Wiels said in his daily radio show.  
The U.S. needs this story for its own encouragement because their economy and the 
dollar are on the brink of a catastrophic collapse. Poppy cultivation in Afghanistan has 
doubled since the U.S. invasion and the cocaine production in Colombia has increased, 
since the introduction of plan Colombia; the U.S. Forward Operating Location is part of 
plan Colombia. “President Obama needs this story for his own electoral success,” Wiels 
said. (Various media)  

  
 Curacao - U.S. Consulate Donates Books To Curacao Public Library  
 
The United States Consulate General in Curacao has again shown its support for 
education and reading by donating three boxes of new and used books to the Curacao 
Public Library in Scharloo.  
U.S. Consul General Valerie Belon, who made the donation, said: “We are proud of our 
relationship with the library, and feel that a variety of English language books fosters 
even stronger ties and provides more opportunities for interaction in the future.”  
The U.S. Consulate’s donation of books and other educational materials to libraries has 
become one of its regular activities over the past years. To date the Consulate has given 
hundreds of books to libraries across the Dutch Caribbean.  
Among the donated books are selections on American history, politics, culture, literature, 
as well as English language resources, and a variety of anti-drug flyers. Titles included 
Mohammed Ali, Teenage Survival Guide, The Science Book, California Missions, and 
America’s First Ladies, to name a few. (Daily Herald)  
  
 Kingdom – Pollution at Isla Refinery No Reason To Intervene  
 
It is undesirable when schools have to close due to the pollution of a company, in this 
case the Venezuela state-owned PdVSA-operated Isla refinery, but it isn’t enough of a 
reason for the Dutch Government to intervene. That is what Dutch Home Affairs and 
Kingdom Relations Minister Piet Hein Donner and State Secretary of Economic Affairs, 
Agriculture and Innovation Henk Bleker stated in their letter to Dutch Parliament.  
Three Members of Parliament (MPs) Wassila Hachchi and Stientje van Veldhoven of the 
democratic D66 party, and Ineke van Gent of the Green Left party, wanted to know 
whether this was sufficient cause for the Dutch government to intervene.  
The Isla refinery experienced technical problems which caused an increase in chemical 
odors sickening more than 1,000 children in neighboring schools at least three times 
during the past six months. The Minister and State Secretary stated they “saw no reason 
to make Curacao’s environmental policy a Kingdom matter,” and stressed that Curacao 
is responsible for its own environmental affairs. (Various media)  



 Curacao – U.S. Consulate Does Not Comment on Security After  
                    Death Osama Bin Laden  
 
The U.S. Consulate General Curacao would not confirm or deny it has taken security 
measures after the death of Osama Bin Laden, according to a spokesperson. It is not 
our practice to discuss our security policies in public.  
Embassies and Consulates usually take their own security measures when shocking 
events have or are taking place. We have tried to get in contact with management of the 
Holiday Beach Hotel where the servicemen of the U.S. Forward Operating Location are 
staying, but an employee of the hotel would not reveal if any measures were taken. Also, 
we do understand extra security measures were implemented at Hato International 
Airport in conformity with other airports around the world and in the United States, the 
article states.  
Aruba, and various other countries have increased security measures at U.S. 
government and other facilities such as airports around the world, but the spokesperson 
stated that local actions are the prerogative of the Curacao government. (Extra)  

  
 Kingdom – The Kingdom Commemorates War Victims  
 
On May 4, the Dutch Kingdom traditionally commemorates all civilians and military killed 
since the outbreak of WW II in war situations at events throughout the country. Flags are 
waved half-mast and two minutes of silence are observed. Various commemoration 
events take place within the Kingdom in the presence of representatives of the 
government and armed forces. On May 5, the Dutch Kingdom celebrates the liberation in 
1945 after five years of German occupation. (Various media)  

  
 Aruba – PM Eman Reacts to Osama bin Laden’s Death  
 
The Dutch government reacted with satisfaction to the news of Bin Laden’s death. Dutch 
PM Rutte and Kingdom Foreign Minister Rosenthal stated that a major blow had been 
dealt to Al Qaeda and international terrorism. At the same time, they noted that the fight 
against terrorism was not over. The Kingdom Foreign Ministry warned that the death of 
Bin Laden could lead to repercussions by Al Qaeda and affiliated organizations and 
asked travelers to be vigilant and cautious. Aruba PM Eman said he fully concurs with 
the statement by the Dutch dignitaries. Eman added that Aruba has taken additional 
security measures to protect its citizens and tourists. (Various media)  



 Curacao – U.S. CG Belon Praises Local Support After Death Osama  
                   Bin Laden  
 
During a Curacao television interview on Monday, May 2nd, U.S. Consul General Valerie 
Belon gave her reaction to the news of the U.S. operation against Al Qaeda leader 
Osama Bin Laden by saying “Justice was done.”  
This is by no means the end of our effort against al Qaeda. But it does signal that the 
United States will be relentless in pursuing al Qaeda’s leaders, preventing terrorist 
attacks, and ensuring that justice is done. The United States - and the world - will be 
safer in the long run because of Osama bin Laden’s death.  
The United States is not, and never will be, at war with Islam. We are at war with al 
Qaeda, a terrorist organization that is committed to killing as many innocents as it can.  



Bin Laden’s defeat is a victory for the United States and for all human beings who seek 
to live in peace, security, and dignity. He dedicated his life to destroying innocent lives 
and human progress. His demise will ultimately make the American people safer, and 
empower those around the world who seek to build - not destroy.  
The U.S. Consulate General in Curacao continues to maintain a heightened security 
posture the details of which are not public information for security reasons.  
On Wednesday, May 4, Consul General Belon said, “We are grateful for the many 
expressions of support for our efforts to defeat terrorism. We greatly appreciate the 
sense of solidarity that we feel from the people of the Dutch Caribbean. While we focus 
on building partnerships to address common challenges and to build positive initiatives 
together, we also reaffirm that terrorism is our common enemy.” (Various media)  

  
 Curacao – PM Schotte Traveling to Cuba  
 
Curacao PM is going to Cuba today for an official visit. He will attend an International 
Tourism Conference, and has scheduled meetings with various officials to discuss 
consular support, airlift, and disaster prevention. (Various media)  

  
 Curacao – PM Schotte Wants To Know About PdVSA’s Plans  
 
Curacao PM Schotte wrote in a March 31 letter to Dutch Kingdom Relations Minister Piet 
Hein Donner that he needs to know from Venezuelan state-owned PdVSA petroleum 
company what the plans are concerning their operations of the Isla refinery on Curacao. 
Schotte believes that meeting with Venezuelan authorities concerning the refinery’s 
future is a top priority because the Curacao refinery policy will, to a certain extent, be 
based on PdVSA’s future goals. The current refinery lease expires in 2019. (Various 
media)  
 

 Curacao – MP Cecilia: “When Will Government Pass TIP  
                   Legislation?”  
 
Opposition party PAR Senators Malvina Cecilia and Magali Jacoba have urged Justice 
Minister Elmer Wilsoe to expedite Trafficking in Persons (TIP) legislation. The Senators 
are worried that Curacao will appear on various TIP blacklists if legislation is not passed 
soon. It is bad for our island and the victims, they stated. (Various media)  

  
 Saba – Saba Bank Coral Reef in Great Danger  
 
Global warming and the higher sea temperature are affecting the Saba Bank. The coral 
reefs on the Saba Bank are showing large dead spots and the size of the reefs has also 
visibly decreased in comparison to 1996, according to a study by the scientific institute 
Imares of Wageningen University upon request by the Dutch Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation.  
About one third of the Saba Bank lies within Saban territorial waters (12 mile zone), 
while the remaining two thirds fall within the limits of the Economic Fisheries Zone (EFZ) 
of the former Netherlands Antilles.  
The Saba Bank (17o25’ N, 63o30’ W) is the largest submarine atoll (coral island) in the 
Atlantic Ocean. It is an undersea elevation with a flattened top, located 3 – 5 kilometers 
(km) southwest of the island of Saba and 25 km west of St. Eustatius.  



The Saba Bank is of great value, scientifically and ecologically. Earlier international 
research showed that the area is extremely rich in biodiversity, the report revealed. 
(Various media)  

  
 Curacao – CHATA Pleased By Hotel Occupancy Figures  
 
Curacao Hotel and Tourism Association (CHATA) is pleased by the hotel occupancy 
figures of 2011. Based March 2011, CHATA data, accommodations occupancy 
averaged 80.67%, compared to 74.53% in March 2010. For the first 3 months in 2011, 
the average occupancy is at 81.12%, compared to 73.91% in 2010. (Various media)  



 Curacao – Money Laundering Seminar  
 
The Reporting Center for Unusual Financial Transactions (MOT) announced they are 
organizing a two-day seminar on fraud patterns, fraud systems, and money laundering 
constructions. Public prosecutors, the judiciary, police, tax office, customs, and 
supervisors who are mandated by law to report or process unusual transactions will 
participate. The MOT is an active member of the Egmont Group. Curacao is a member 
of the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF), and as part of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands, Curacao participates in the FATF. The training is an attempt by the 
MOT to increase effectiveness in combating money laundering. (Various media)  



CURAÇAO  
 
Crime April 29 – May 5  
On May 3, a store in Otrobanda was robbed. (Amigoe, Extra, Antilliaans 
Dagblad)  

 
Police investigates robberies  
With the arrest of two suspects last week, police believe they are close to solving 
a series of robberies. Last Tuesday, police officers found a bullet-proof vest in a 
vehicle that was involved in a traffic accident near Pannekoek. This discovery led 
to a search of a home in Lagun where officers found a shotgun linking the 
suspects to various armed robberies. (Extra)  

 
ARUBA  
 
Crime April 29 – May 5  
On April 30, a Chinese minimarket in Lago Heights was robbed. The following 
day, a man in Oranjestad was shot and injured during an altercation. On May 3, a 
lottery ticket store in San Nicolas was robbed by two men. The suspects were 
detained by police the same day. (Diario Aruba, Amigoe)  

 
 
 



ST. MAARTEN  
 
FCCA President asks to meet government on crime  
The Florida-Caribbean Cruise Association (FCCA) member lines have expressed 
“utmost concern” about the recent crime incidents on the island, especially those 
targeting cruise passengers and crew, FCCA President Michele Paige stated in a 
letter addressed to Deputy Prime Minister and Harbor Affairs Minister Theo 
Heyliger on April 28. Paige has written to Heyliger asking for a meeting “as soon 
as possible in Miami” with him and “members of government directly linked to 
security.” Paige’s letter comes after repeated warnings from St. Maarten Harbor 
Group of Companies CEO Mark Mingo that if crimes in general and those 
perpetuated against cruise passengers and crew members in particular are not 
brought under control, the destination could suffer the loss of cruise ship calls 
vital to the country’s economy. Mingo’s concerns were echoed by Carnival 
Corporation Vice President of Caribbean Relations Gordon Buck. Heyliger will 
have some measures to combat crime to share when he meets with Paige and 
other FCCA officials. He announced on April 26 that St. Maarten National Guard 
(VKS) patrols with the police are to be reactivated in an effort to stem rising 
crime. (Daily Herald)  
 

 
 “The Weekly Press Summary is a compilation of stories running in the Dutch Caribbean press that is 

intended to alert readers about items of interest to them. There is no interpretation or verification of the 

facts contained therein." 


