News Items and Public Crime Summary for Week Ending

April 30, 2011

Curacao - Investigation Started Into TIP Case After Suicide

An Indian man reportedly committed suicide presumably because of the “slavery-like
conditions” he was forced to work in and live under. His Indian colleagues said they
often work 11 to 12 hours per day seven days a week for only US $500 per month, but if
they complain they are deported.

The workers claim they are forced to live together in substandard conditions. The
employers are friends and protect each other, according to the employees. The police
have the case under investigation. (Various media)

Dutch Caribbean — Van Der Wulp New Representative of the
Netherlands

Former Dutch journalist Gerard van der Wulp (61) will be the new Representative of the
Dutch Government in Aruba, Curagao, and St. Maarten. His appointment goes into effect
August 1, 2011.

Van der Wulp is currently Acting Chief of Mission at the Royal Netherlands Embassy in
Washington DC. Gerard van der Wulp started as Deputy Chief of Mission in September
2008.

He came from the Dutch Prime Minister’s Office in The Hague where he served from
1999 until September 2008. In his capacity as Director-General of the Netherlands
Government Information he chaired the Government Information Council and was first
spokesman to the Royal House, the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers.

Before he joined the government, Gerard van der Wulp had a career in journalism for
nearly thirty years. In the seventies he worked as a political editor for several Dutch
newspapers and in the early eighties he was the political anchor of the Netherlands
national TV-news show NOS-Journaal. In the mid-eighties he became Editor-in-Chief of
this program, which was (and still is) the main news source for the people of The
Netherlands. Before he joined the Prime Minister’s Office in 1999, he lived in
Washington DC, for three years, where he was the political correspondent of NOS-
Journaal. Van der Wulp succeeds Rob Vermaas who will retire on May 1. The
representation of The Netherlands in the Dutch Caribbean has branches in Willemstad,
Curacao, Oranjestad, Aruba and Philipsburg, St. Maarten. (Various media)

Curacao — U.S.-Based FTI Brought In To Audit Aqualectra

Last week, Baltimore-based Forensic Technologies International Corporation (FTI) was
brought in to begin a forensic audit at the utility company Aqualectra. FTI Consulting is
designed to address the challenges that can affect an organization’s enterprise value.
FTI offers highly specialized expertise in the areas of compliance, risk, reputation,
liability, performance, finance and information. A six person team will conduct the four to
six week investigation aimed at cost reduction and controls improvement. The costs are
estimated at US $170,000. (Various media)



St. Maarten — Airlift and Tourists From North America On The Rise

The number of persons who visited St. Maarten by air from Caribbean destinations has
plummeted over the years while the island has seen an increase in the number of
visitors from Europe, North and South America and the rest of the world, according to
data obtained from the St. Maarten Tourist Bureau. 269,877 tourists from Canada and
the United States visited St. Maarten by air in 2010, compared to 251,792 in 2003.

The total number of visitors to St. Maarten by air was 443,136 in 2010.

There were 69,791 flights in 2010, compared to 69,223 in 2009.

Commenting on the increase in travelers from Europe, North and South America and
other destinations compared to the drop in the region, Tourism Bureau head Regina
Labega said St. Maarten had attracted a number of carriers successfully, including low-
cost carriers, linking St. Maarten to many key markets responsible for the increase in
numbers recorded. She said low-cost carriers played a major role in making destinations
affordable for travelers. She also added that regional travel is more expensive than
travel to the U.S. (Daily Herald)

Curacao — Curacao Airport Partners Invests US $800,000

The Curacao Airport Partners is in the midst of its US $800,000 airport improvement
implantation plan by performing runway, taxiway, and platform maintenance. The current
upgrade is part of phase one, a CAP representative stated. The final phase of the
current upgrade process is scheduled to be completed in 2012. (Antilliaans Dagblad)

Aruba - Valero Energy Reports First Quarter 2011 Results

San Antonio-based Valero Energy Corporation reported income from continuing
operations of $104 million for the first quarter of 2011, compared to a loss from
continuing operations of $80 million for the first quarter of 2010.

Included in the first quarter 2011 results was an after-tax loss of $352 million on
derivative contracts related to the forward sales of refined products. Those derivatives
contracts were closed and realized in the first quarter of 2011.

“Clearly, the first quarter was a much better start to the year than last year,” said Valero
Chairman and CEO Bill Klesse. “Our refining system experienced strong margins and
turned in solid results despite a heavy maintenance schedule and associated restart
delays.

Valero closed the 235,000-barrel-a-day Aruba refinery in 2009, saying it had been losing
tens of millions of dollars a month. In mid-2010, Valero said it would restart the refinery
because of improving economic conditions. The company restarted the plant in early
January 2011. The Aruba government is pleased with Valero’s commitment and their
contributions to the Aruban economy. Finance Minister Mike de Meza said Aruba’s
budget deficit was reduced from US $197 million to US $154 million partly due to
Valero’s contributions. (Various media)

Curacao — Marriott Hotel For Sale; Government Seeking Win-Win

Rif Resort Hotel NV, the company that owns the Curacao Marriott Hotel at Piscadera
wants to sell its property on the international market and was in talks with New York City
based Ackman-Ziff Real Estate Group in 2009. The Curacao government guaranteed
construction costs of the hotel and the debt was supposed to be paid back to a bank



consortium eight years ago. Various reasons prohibited Rif Resort from repaying US $50
million to the government.

Marriott is reportedly not interested in a purchase, but is a major partner because it
manages the hotel. Curacao PM Gerrit Schotte and Finance Minister George
Jamaloodin are eyeing a win-win situation for all parties involved.

The New York Company reportedly successfully brokered the sale of the Aruba Marriott
Resort, which was sold for US $237 million in 2006, and is one of the leading advisors in
the U.S. to the commercial real estate arena. (Antilliaans Dagblad)

Curacao — Air Canada Announces Weekly Service to Curacao

Air Canada is starting a new service to Curacao by the end of November this year,
according to Curacao Economic Affairs Minister Nasser El Hakim. That is good news for
anyone trying to fly to cities in Canada, he added. Air Canada is planning to kick off its
new service with promotions and an advertisement campaign. Minister Hakim is also in
talks with American Airlines in an attempt to add more dalily flights. (Various media)

Aruba - Implementation Of UN’s Financial Sanctions Against The
Libyan Regime

On February 26, 2011, the United Nations Security Council passed Resolution 1970,
which authorized, among other measures, an asset freeze against Muammar Gaddafi,
his family, and certain members of the Libyan regime.

The UN Security Council passed the Resolution under Chapter VIl of the UN Charter,
which allows the Security Council to issue binding decisions to maintain or restore
international peace and security. Thus, member states are obliged to take domestic
measures to implement the Resolution’s sanctions against the Libyan regime.

Financial institutions are now required to comply with the restrictions, prohibitions, and
obligations as mentioned in Resolution 1970 per Aruba State Sanctions Ordinance 2006
which became effective on April 26, according to a letter by the Aruba Central Bank to all
supervised financial institutions and trust service providers. (Aruba Central Bank)

CURACAO

Crime April 21 - 28

On April 23, a jewelry store in Punda was robbed by two masked men on a
scooter. Police later found a burned-out scooter and believe it was the one used
by the suspects in their getaway. The same evening, a man was stabbed and
injured in Otrobanda during an altercation. On April 27, the imam of the local
mosque in Plantersrust and an acquaintance were robbed by two men. (Amigoe,
Extra, Antilliaans Dagblad)

Increased use of scooters in robberies

Curacao Police Department spokesperson Reginald Huggins said that the use of
scooters by robbery suspects is becoming more and more common. This is a
new trend in the Caribbean region, including neighboring countries such as
Colombia and Venezuela. Huggins said that suspects can get away quickly after



committing a robbery, weaving in and out of traffic and making use of narrow
alleys and streets to escape police patrols. He emphasized the need for police to
be proactive and develop new preventive strategies to discourage people from
using this type of vehicle to commit crimes. (Extra)

ARUBA

Crime April 21 - 28

On April 21, a store in Sividivi was robbed. On April 25, a convenience store in
Pos Chiquito was robbed by two masked men. On April 27, a man was beaten,
stabbed and killed in Oranjestad by a group of men during an altercation. Police
later arrested three suspects in this case. On April 28, a minimarket in
Paradijswijk was robbed. (Diario Aruba, Amigoe, 24 Ora)

ST. MAARTEN

Crime April 21 - 28

On April 21, the Atlantis Casino in Cupecoy was robbed by two men on a
scooter. A witness of the robbery rammed the fleeing suspects’ scooter, after
which they fled the area on foot leaving their weapons and some cash behind.
On April 24, a jewelry store in Philipsburg was robbed. On April 27, a Chinese
convenience store in Cole Bay was robbed. The lone suspect beat the cashier
before fleeing on foot. (Daily Herald, St. Maarten Island Time)

National Guard patrols with police to restart soon

The St. Maarten National Guard (VKS) will soon conduct street patrols with the
police again. The patrols are to be reactivated in an effort to put “more blue on
the roads” to stem rising crime, said Deputy Prime Minister Theo Heyliger. This
will put some fifteen to twenty VKS officers back on patrol in the coming weeks.
Chief of Police Peter de Witte will prepare a list of VKS officers who have served
in joint patrols with the police in the past, for review by the government. Calling
crime the “greatest threat to society and the economy,” Heyliger said, “We need
to put our hand on this right now and start getting after all of the positions,
whether it is small or even large crimes.” The move to restart the VKS patrols
comes also from the backlash of the three recent robberies committed against
cruise ship passengers. Heyliger said that losing one cruise ship would be “a
tremendous blow” to the economy, as would losing a major airline charter or
regular airline service. (Daily Herald)

Police announce zero tolerance policy for 2011 Carnival

The Public Prosecutor’s Office (PPO) and the St. Maarten Police Department
(SMPD) have declared a zero tolerance policy during the April 30-May 1 Carnival
festivities. Persons who commit crimes or cause disturbances in Carnival areas
will be detained and kept in custody until the Carnival period ends. Public



displays of violence such as gang-related confrontations, any form of ill-
treatment, threats, illegal possession of a firearm, assault or vandalism during
parades, jump-ups, concerts or any other Carnival event will be dealt with
severely. Police will also check vendors along the route of the parades for valid
permits. Businesses along the parade routes will not be allowed to sell or serve
any type of beverage in glass bottles, only in aluminum cans or plastic cups.
Merchandise will be confiscated from those who are in violation of the law and
they will receive harsh fines. (Daily Herald, St. Maarten Island Time)

“The Weekly Press Summary is a compilation of stories running in the Dutch Caribbean press that is
intended to alert readers about items of interest to them. There is no interpretation or verification of the
facts contained therein."



