
News Items and Public Crime Summary for Week Ending 

April 2, 2011 


Curacao - Dollarization Not The Issue 
 
The question of dollarization for Curaçao is not an issue at this moment. The 
government will not start any discussion on whether the island will dollarize or not, 
according to Finance Minister George Jamaloodin. Jamaloodin said that the government 
has not yet made a final decision. “What is on paper right now, is that in 2012 our 
currency must become the Caribbean Guilder and that we have a joint central bank with 
St. Maarten. For the rest, there are no agreements,” he said. (La Prensa, Amigoe).  
 

Curacao - PM Schotte Meets with Microsoft’s Caribbean  
                  Representative 

 
During his visit of Trinidad and Tobago last week, Prime Minister Gerrit Schotte met with 
Microsoft’s Caribbean Division manager Pradeep Raman. During the meeting, the 
possibility was discussed to organize a Microsoft products and services “showcase” in 
Curaçao, with particular focus on education, software and e-government. Schotte wishes 
for Curaçao to become an example of e-government and a center of IT education and 
development. (Antilliaans Dagblad)  
 

St. Maarten - Central Bank transition regulation signed 
 
St. Maarten Finance Minister Hiro Shigemoto and Curaçao Finance Minister George 
Jamaloodin signed the transition regulation for the Central Bank of Curaçao and St. 
Maarten on Friday. “This is a very important development for the country of St. Maarten 
as well as the country of Curaçao. The next step is to move forward with the 
appointment of members of the bank’s supervisory board. Once the board has been 
appointed, with representatives of Curaçao and St. Maarten, it can move forward in 
dealing with pending Central Bank matters,” Shigemoto said Friday evening. No details 
were provided about the transition regulation. Shigemoto has met several times with 
Jamaloodin to discuss the future role of the Central Bank and pending matters that 
needed to be dealt with once the regulation was put in place. (Daily Herald, Amigoe)  

 

 Curacao – Isla Refinery Undergoes Almost Complete Shutdown  
 
The Venezuelan State-owned Oil Company PdVSA-operated Isla refinery in Curacao, 
which has been almost completely shut down since March 25, amid boiler problems and 
regular maintenance, is hoping to restore operations soon. (Various media)  

  
 Curacao - Narcotics Gang Dismantled  
 
The Curacao Police Crime Unit dismantled a narcotics gang at the Jan Sofat area. Three 
Curacao, five European Dutch, and one Colombian citizen were arrested. The law 
enforcement officials seized approximately 500 grams of cocaine. The group was 
apparently preparing the drugs for transportation by drugs mules. (Various media)  



 Curacao – MP Godett: PM Schotte Should Speak-Up About USFOL  
 
Curaçao MP and Sovereign Party (PS) leader Helmin Wiels told the press two weeks 
ago that his party is completely against the presence of the United States Forward 
Operating Location (USFOL) in Curaçao. FOL political party MP Anthony Godett said 
parliament was officially informed in November 2010, when the Schotte administration 
was in power, that the agreement will automatically be extended for another five years in 
November 2011 because none of the parties indicated they wish to end it. Godett is of 
the opinion Schotte should explain in parliament why the coalition agreed to extend the 
USFOL agreement. PS is one of the coalition parties. (Various media)  

  
 St. Maarten - Arrest in French Caribbean Airplane Cash Heist  
 
A man suspected of stealing approximately US $230,000 from the cargo hold of a plane 
in flight has been arrested in St. Maarten and extradited to nearby French island 
Guadeloupe to face charges, a prosecutor said Tuesday.  
The suspect, a 48-year-old French citizen, was arrested outside a hotel without incident, 
and police allegedly found the equivalent of US $14,000 from the theft in his car, 
Prosecutor Bart den Hartigh said. The suspect's name was not released.  
He is accused of breaking into the cargo hold of an Air Antilles Express plane this month 
on a flight from the French island of Guadeloupe to St. Maarten. He allegedly removed 
wall panels in the bathroom to get at the cash shipment. (Various media)  

  
 Curacao – 20 Kilos of Cocaine Seized in Ongoing Investigation  
 
Dutch detectives discovered 30 kilograms of cocaine in a container on a ship that arrived 
from Curacao last month. On March 14, local law enforcement officials seized an 
additional 20 kilos of cocaine similarly packed. No arrests were made in Curacao. The 
police would not comment pending the investigation but believe the two cases are 
connected. (Various media)  

  
 Curacao – Second Narcotics Gang Dismantled in Two-Day Span  
 
The Curacao Police Crime Unit dismantled a narcotics gang in the Brievengat area, one 
day after dismantling a similar gang in Jan Sofat area. Three Curacao citizens were 
arrested. The law enforcement officials seized cocaine and various types of 
paraphernalia which is used to prepare the drugs for transportation by drug mules. 
(Various media)  
 

 Aruba – 30 Prisoners Riot During Prison Raid  
 
A raid conducted at Aruba’s KIA prison yesterday morning resulted in 30 rioting 
prisoners and two injured police officers. An array of contraband was confiscated by the 
police. The police conducted similar actions on February 28 and March 23. The prison 
gang leader was handcuffed and removed from his group after which the prisoners 
returned to their cells. (Various media)  

 

 

 



 Aruba – Arrests Made in International Money Laundering  
                Investigation  
 
The Aruba Prosecutor’s Office is coordinating an international investigation into money-
laundering and tax fraud, together with colleagues in Colombia. Various houses and 
businesses were raided in Aruba and Colombia. Two Arubans were arrested and illegal 
firearms were found in Colombia. (Various media)  

  
 Curacao\St. Maarten - Controversial Appointments At Central Bank  
 
Two of the six nominees for the Central Bank of Curacao and St. Maarten (CBCS) Board 
of Commissioners are controversial, according to media reports. St. Maarten Governor 
Eugene Holiday reportedly refuses to sign the appointments of Rudolf Baetsen and 
Ralph Richardson. Former St. Maarten Governor Richardson has a police record, and 
Baetsen has been a CEO for various international casino businesses. (Various media)  

 

 St. Maarten – TIP Case Suspects Appear in Court  
 
In July 2010, the St. Maarten Police, Kingdom Detective Cooperation Team RST and 
Dutch Caribbean Coast Guard started the “Cerberus” investigation into an organization 
suspected of trafficking in persons. Three of five persons arrested in a human smuggling 
case appeared in court this week for their alleged attempt to smuggle nine Cubans into 
St. Maarten. A fourth person will stand trial on April 13, and the fifth person of the 
organization on June 9.  
The five persons, including a local taxi driver, were arrested after law enforcement 
officials intercepted the illegal Cubans in a bus. It is unclear whether St. Maarten was 
their final destination. All nine alleged Cuban victims reportedly submitted a request for 
asylum. One of the smugglers owns and operates a mini-grocery store in Florida.  
The Prosecutor demanded sentences of ten years, eight years, and thirty months. He 
stated that the three suspects organized at least five TIP operations between St. 
Maarten and the U.S. and British Virgin Islands last year. (Various media)  

  
 Aruba – Visa Pilot Project For Colombian Citizens a Success  
 
The Aruba Tourism Authority representative in Colombia, Maria Galan, said the Visa 
Pilot Program for Colombian citizens is a great success. Last year, the Aruban 
Government allowed Colombian citizens holding a valid, multiple-entry visa for the U.S., 
Canada, the European Union’s Schengen Territory (Schengen Visa), the United 
Kingdom, and Ireland to enter Aruba for a stay of up to 30 days without an Aruban visa. 
Galan hopes Colombia will soon be added to the Aruban visa exempt list, based on the 
results of the current pilot program. (La Prensa)  

  
 Caribbean - Accuweather Predicts Active 2011 Hurricane Season  
 
Meteorologists with Accuweather.com predict a busy hurricane season for 2011, the first 
of several forecasts that will be issued over the next few months. The forecasters predict 
15 named storms, eight of which are expected to become hurricanes — three of them 
major storms of Category 3 or greater. If those numbers hold true, the season will indeed 
be busy, but not as busy as last year, which brought 19 named storms, 12 hurricanes 
and 5 major hurricanes. Forecasters pointed to lower sea surface temperatures this year 



compared with last year for a reduced number of storms. Other conditions, such as low 
wind shear and less dust from Africa, contributed to the forecast for a busier than normal 
season. An average hurricane season brings 10 named storms, six of which become 
hurricanes, two of them major storms, according to Accuweather's analysis.  
Next week the hurricane forecasting team at Colorado State University's Tropical 
Meteorology Project will come out with their seasonal forecast. The official forecast by 
the National Weather Service’s Climate Prediction Center comes out in May. The 
hurricane season runs from June 1 though Nov. 30. (Various media)  

  
 Curacao – USFOL and Marriott Staff Clean Reefs  
 
A contingent of U.S. Forward Operation Location (USFOL) personnel donated their time, 
together with Marriott staff, to help clean local reefs at Piscadera Bay and Koredor, near 
the Marriott Curaçao Beach Resort on Friday, March 25. A Marriott spokesperson said 
the USFOL and the Marriott are planning to make this a bi-monthly event. (Amigoe)  

 

CURAÇAO  
 
Crime March 25 – 31  
On March 27, a pedestrian in Julian was beaten and robbed by two men. There 
were two robberies on March 28. An elderly home owner was robbed in Seru di 
Domi. The same evening, a family returning home in Goede Hoop was robbed by 
several men. On March 31, a man in Kustbatterij was shot and injured by a 
vehicle occupant. Police did not release details about the shooting. (Amigoe, 
Extra, Antilliaans Dagblad).  

 
ARUBA  
 
Crime March 25 – 31  
On March 25, a female pedestrian in Oranjestad was robbed. The following 
evening, a woman was shot and injured by her partner during a domestic dispute 
in Pavia. On March 31, a family in Bakval was robbed by three men. (Diario 
Aruba, Amigoe, 24 Ora).  

 
ST. MAARTEN  
 
Crime March 25 – 31  
On March 26, two men attempted to rob two patrons of a restaurant in Maho as 
they returned to their vehicle. During a struggle with the suspects, both victims 
were injured. (Daily Herald, St. Maarten Island Time).  
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 “The Weekly Press Summary is a compilation of stories running in the Dutch Caribbean press that is 

intended to alert readers about items of interest to them. There is no interpretation or verification of the 

facts contained therein." 


