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 Aruba - Lawyer: Van Der Sloot To Plead Temporary Insanity  
 
Joran van der Sloot plans to plead guilty to killing a young Peruvian woman he met 
gambling but will argue temporary insanity in a bid to significantly shorten his sentence, 
his defense lawyer said Monday. Van der Sloot, the key suspect in the 2005 
disappearance of U.S. teenager Natalee Holloway on Aruba, will use a "violent emotion" 
defense in the slaying of Stephany Flores, attorney Maximo Altez told The Associated 
Press.  
The 23-year-old Aruban is accused of first-degree murder, which carries a 15- to 35-year 
sentence on conviction. The "violent emotion" plea is typically used in Peru for crimes of 
passion where a spouse, for example, is surprised in the act of adultery. If it were to be 
accepted by a trial judge, Van der Sloot would be sentenced to 3 to 5 years, and Altez 
said his client could be freed in 20 months.  
He has several times confessed then recanted a role in the disappearance of Holloway, 
an 18-year-old Alabama student who was visiting Aruba on a high school graduation trip 
with classmates when she meet Van der Sloot at a casino.  
An attorney for Holloway's mother, Beth Twitty, said she considered the planned plea 
"outrageous." Twitty knows the Flores family will never accept it and she plans to "make 
whatever noise she has to" to make sure it doesn't happen, the lawyer, John Kelly, 
added. Kelly also emphasized that even if Peruvian justice were to go easy on Van der 
Sloot, he still faces prosecution in the United States on wire fraud and extortion charges.  
An Alabama grand jury indicted the Aruban in June for allegedly trying to extort 
$250,000 from Twitty in exchange for information on where she could find her daughter's 
body. According to court papers, Van der Sloot received a total of $25,000 a few weeks 
before Flores' death -- money it is believed he used to travel to Peru. (Various media)  

  
 Dutch Caribbean – Constructive Justice Ministers Meeting  
 
Aruba Justice Minister Arthur Dowers Minister, St. Maarten Justice Minister Roland 
Duncan, and Curacao Justice Minister Elmer Wilsoe have had a very constructive 
meeting last week in Aruba, according to a press statement. The Ministers agreed to 
intensify cooperation, further utilize the Dutch Caribbean Coast Guard services, improve 
financial management of the Communal Court, and strengthen the Curaçao and St. 
Maarten communal border controls. They decided to discuss the Free Movement of 
People Law at their next judicial meeting. (Various media)  

  
 Curaçao – Free Tourism Promotion in The U.S.  
 
New York-based Hill & Knowlton, Inc., a leading international communications 
consultancy, is the U.S.-based advertising company for the Curaçao Tourism Board 
(CTB). The CTB announced Hill & Knowlton has succeeded in generating US $15 million 
worth of free Curaçao promotion on various trend watchers and travel agents websites. 
(Various media)  

  



  
  
 Curaçao – Shore Radars Prove Effectiveness – Less Narcotics at Sea  
 
The shore radars, operational since 2006, have proven their effectiveness, a Dutch 
Caribbean Coast Guard spokesperson Walter Hansen stated. There is definitely a 
noticeable trend; smugglers are using different routes and the Coast Guard catches 
fewer narcotics per incident, according to Hansen. 2006: 18 incidents totaling 1.237 
kilos; 2007: 11 incidents totaling 866 kilos; 2008: 13 incidents totaling 2.384 kilos 
(including two cases outside the territorial waters); 2009: 10 incidents totaling 1.172 kilos 
of narcotics. (Various media)  

  
 Statia – UPC, STEP, and PLP Form Coalition  
 
The governing Democratic Party (DP) is going into opposition after losing two of its four 
seats in the Island Council. The Progressive Labor Party (PLP), St. Eustatius 
Empowerment Party (STEP) and United People’s Coalition (UPC) agreed to form a 
coalition in Statia and have a 3-2 majority in the Island Council. The relationship with the 
Netherlands, taxes and healthcare are the main priorities of the new government. The 
inauguration ceremonies are scheduled on March 10. (Amigoe)  

 
 Aruba - Valero's Aruba Refinery at Planned Rates  
 
San Antonio-based Valero Energy Corp.'s refinery in Aruba has returned to planned 
rates, company spokesman Bill Day said Thursday. Aruba PM Mike Eman said he is 
pleased with Valero’s commitment and their contributions to the Aruban economy.  
San Antonio-based Valero closed the 235,000-barrel-a-day refinery in July 2009, saying 
it had been losing tens of millions of dollars a month. In mid-2010, Valero said it would 
restart the refinery because of improving economic conditions. The company restarted 
the plant in early January. (Various media)  

  
 Bonaire – Coalition DP, MBL, and PHU; Election Winner UPB Out  
 
The Bonaire Patriotic Union (UPB) of Elvis Tjin Asjoe is being forced to go into 
opposition, despite winning Bonaire’s Island Council elections with three seats last week. 
Having won two seats, the Democratic Party (DP) led by Robby Beukenboom signed a 
governing agreement protocol with the Free Bonaire Movement (MBL) of Benito Dirksz 
and the Pro Justice and Union party (PHU) of Michiel Bijkerk. The MBL and the PHU 
each won one seat, so the new coalition government with four seats altogether 
outnumbers the UPB.  
Differences in party platforms have discouraged the other parties from joining with UPB 
in a coalition. The three coalition partners are critical of Bonaire’s new constitutional 
position within the Netherlands and believe Bonaire voted for change. The parties intend 
to form a stabile and effective Island Council for the coming four years. Balanced 
economic growth, human development, transparency, and the elimination of corruption 
would serve and stimulate Bonaire’s population best, a press statement read. (Various 
media)  

 
 



 Curacao – Partial Shutdown Isla Refinery  
 
The Curaçao Utilities Operating Company (CUOC), that manages the Build Own and 
Operate (BOO) power plant for owner Curaçao Utilities Company (CUC) cannot supply 
sufficient steam for refinery plant operation due to repair activities, Venezuelan State-
owned Oil Company PdVSA-operated Isla Refinery spokesperson Kenneth Gijsbertha 
said. Lack of funds and insufficient steam supply are the two main bottlenecks. 
Gijsbertha didn’t want to speculate on when production would be back at normal levels. 
(Various media)  

  
 Aruba – Eman: “Valero and WEB Will Operate on LNG in 2012”  
 
Officials with the San Antonio-based Valero Aruba Refinery and the Aruba Government 
announced that Valero and utility company WEB will operate on liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) before the end of 2012.  
Valero and the Aruba Government signed a memorandum of understanding in 
December 2010, addressing the delivery of liquefied natural gas to Aruba, which will 
help reduce utility costs and lower emissions on the island. Aruba PM Mike Eman and 
Finance & Energy Minister Mike de Meza, who are both actively working on this project, 
are keeping the door open for WEB and European gas infrastructure company Gasunie 
to join the project. (Various media)  

  
 Dutch Caribbean – Lobby For EU Commission Office On Aruba  
 
After attending the annual Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs) EU Forum (March 
1-4), Minister Plenipotentiary to the Netherlands Sheldry Osepa said that alternative 
energy, environmental protection, and good corporate governance were put on the 
agenda by the Curacao delegation. Also, Curacao supported the Aruba proposal for a 
European Commission office on Aruba.  
The European Commission acts as the EU's executive arm and is responsible for 
initiating legislation and the day-to-day running of the EU. The commission is also seen 
as the motor of European integration.  
The 24 OCTs and the four Member States to which they are linked – France, UK, 
Netherlands, and Denmark – presented a Joint Position Paper at the conference laying 
out elements of their vision for the future. This document will be taken into consideration 
when preparing the legislative proposal for a new Overseas Association Decision, to be 
presented by the Commission to the Council by mid-2012. (Various media)  
 

 Curacao – Oil Rig Safe Concordia Leaves After Nine-Month Stay  
 
The nine-month stayover of the Safe Concordia – in Curacao since June 2010 – has 
finished. The semi-submersible vessel was built as an oil rig and then changed into a 
"floatel". The platform is a floating hotel for people working out at sea on oil and gas 
fields; it can accommodate 390 people, has large deck areas, workshops, cranes, 
offices, information technology facilities and recreational and entertainment areas, but 
only had a crew of 35 aboard during its period in Curacao.  
The Safe Concordia was moored at the deep-water harbor of Caracas Bay and is now 
on its way to Brazil. The Cyprus-based Company Rigzone decided to move the vessel to 
Curacao from the U.S., because of the start of the hurricane season and stringent U.S. 
immigration rules and procedures. (Various media)  



 Curacao – Chinese Migrants Enter As Tourists, But Never Leave  
 
Curacao has emerged as a popular destination for many Chinese migrants of diverse 
backgrounds most of whom enter on tourist visas, but never leave the island. However, 
local authorities note that Chinese migrants also enter through irregular channels or fall 
into irregular status.  
Approximately 2500 Chinese tourists, who entered Curacao during the 2004-2007 
timeframe, have never left the Island, according to a confidential report made available 
to parliament. The report, prepared upon request of a parliamentary committee, was 
reportedly sent to the public prosecutor’s office in 2009, Sovereign Party leader Helmin 
Wiels said. The report did not comprise enough evidence to prosecute, according to a 
public prosecutor’s office spokesperson.  
The Justice Department started a similar investigation, at the same time, after 
accusations of a malfunctioning work and residence permit process, and even possible 
fraud within the justice and labor department chain. Wiels condemns the increase of 
Chinese establishments on the island, saying they have created their own economy 
within the economy of Curacao. Many Chinese establishments’ unfair business practices 
encompass fraud, labor and tax law infringements, and hygiene violations which are 
prohibited by law, a Labor Party spokesperson stated.  
Wiels criticized the judicial procedures in a large-scale investigation into a possible case 
of human smuggling and trafficking of Chinese immigrants. Police arrested various 
suspects in Curacao last June, but the penalties were not severe enough to curb the 
behavior, Wiels said. Also, Wiels expressed his disapproval of the release of two 
suspects.  
Wiels’ remarks could lead to polarization, but the Chinese community is not impressed, a 
spokesperson for the Chinese Club Curacao said. We all must obey the law, if Wiels is 
of the opinion that the law is broken, he should take action. (Amigoe)  

  
 Aruba – FBI Again Involved in Joran Van Der Sloot Investigation  
 
FBI agents are traveling to Peru to study a laptop belonging to Joran Van der Sloot -- 
who was arrested twice in connection with the Natalee Holloway case, but was not 
charged -- according to a Lima court document. The Alabama teen disappeared during a 
high school graduation trip to Aruba in 2005. Van der Sloot was the last person to be 
seen with Holloway.  
Van der Sloot also faces federal wire fraud and extortion charges in the United States, 
where prosecutors say he demanded more than $250,000 from Holloway's family in 
return for disclosing the location of her body.  
Also, Van der Sloot is accused of first-degree murder and robbery in the case of 21-
year-old Stephany Flores. Authorities found Flores' body in a Lima hotel room registered 
to him in June of last year. (Various media)  

  
 St. Maarten – De Weever New Health, Social and Labor Minister  
 
Cornelius de Weever was sworn-in as the new St. Maarten Health, Social and Labor 
Minister. The council of ministers was operating with one person less after former 
Minister Maria Buncamper-Molanus resigned on January 1. (Daily Herald)  

  
  
  



 Curacao – Minister Rosalia Steps Down  
 
Curacao Education, Science, Culture and Sports Minister Rene Rosalia resigned on 
Thursday. Reportedly, Rosalia and Sovereign Party (PS) leader Helmin Wiels could not 
put aside party differences.  
Helmin Wiels wanted the minister to give a religious school board a permit to establish a 
new secondary vocational school, but Rosalia said in a media interview that he preferred 
to evaluate the educational system prior to adding more schools into the system. Wiels 
was not available for the media for comment. (Various media)  

  
 Curacao – CuraSub Latest Tourist Attraction  
 
Tourists visiting Curacao will no longer have to don scuba gear and get wet to enjoy 
some of the island's underwater sights. A new attraction takes visitors on an underwater 
tour using a submarine. Curasub, the world's most spectacular certified mini-submarine 
for tourists, has just been introduced on the island.  
Passengers can take a memorable journey to places where very few people have ever 
been. The colorful fish, corals and old shipwrecks are perfectly visible in the crystal clear 
waters that surround the island of Curacao. From inside the Curasub, passengers have 
a clear view with visibility of over 60 feet!  
Because the Curasub travels at greater depths than divers can reach, the submarine is 
also used for scientific marine research. The bottom of the ocean is a vast and greatly 
unknown frontier that in the future will contribute to the research and development of bio 
chemical structures, substances and marine-biology. For more information on Substation 
Curacao, please visit www.substation-curacao.com. (Antilles Post)  

 

 
CURAÇAO  
 
Crime March 4 – 10  
On March 4, a home owner in Suffisant was robbed by two men. The victim was 
beaten. The same day, there were two other incidents. In the afternoon, home 
owners in Mahuma were robbed by three men. Later in the evening, a man in 
Brievengat was shot and injured. The motive for the shooting was not known. On 
March 8, a man in Santa Martha was shot and killed during an armed robbery. 
On March 10, two would-be burglars in Goede Hoop fired several shots at an 
arriving police patrol. No injuries were reported; one suspect was later arrested. 
(Amigoe, Extra, La Prensa)  

 
ARUBA  
 
Crime March 4 – 10  
On March 8, a supermarket in Primavera was robbed. (Diario Aruba, Amigoe)  

 
ST. MAARTEN  



Crime March 4 – 10  
During the March 4-5 period, police reported three murders. The body of a man 
was found along a public road by passers-by near Philipsburg. This was followed 
by another incident in the Dutch Quarter, where a man was shot and killed in 
front of his home by two motorcycle riders. On March 5, a person walking his dog 
found the body of a man on a dirt road near Philipsburg.  
On March 7, staff members of a night club in Simpson Bay getting ready to 
transport cash to a bank were robbed at gunpoint by a single suspect. One victim 
was beaten by the robber. (Daily Herald, St. Maarten Island Time, Amigoe, Extra)  

Dutch Marines provide assistance in murder cases  
Twenty Marines of HNLMS Rotterdam were deployed to St. Maarten on March 8 
to search the crime scenes of the recent murder cases that have shocked the 
local community. The Marines were deployed under the supervision of the local 
police, looking for possible evidence related to the murders. Reportedly, the 
Dutch Navy's assistance was requested and subsequently authorized by 
Governor General Eugene Holiday, acting on a request for assistance by the 
Public Prosecutor's Office. While the request was considered exceptional, 
assisting civil authorities is one of the main tasks of the Dutch Navy in the 
Caribbean. (Daily Herald, St. Maarten Island Time)  
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 “The Weekly Press Summary is a compilation of stories running in the Dutch Caribbean press that is 

intended to alert readers about items of interest to them. There is no interpretation or verification of the 

facts contained therein." 


