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Reports

Item#l
AMERICA’S 11 MOST ENDANGERED HISTORIC PLACES. National Trust for Historic Preservation. May
20009.

This year marks the 22nd annual list of America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places. Since 1988, the
National Trust for Historic Preservation has used this list as a powerful alarm to raise awareness of the
serious threats facing the nation’s greatest treasures. It has become one of the most effective tools in
the fight to save the country’s irreplaceable architectural, cultural and natural heritage.

[Note: contains copyright material].
Full Text:

http://www.preservationnation.org/issues/11-most-endangered/ [HTML format with links].

Item#2
THE BEST PLACES TO WORK IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 2009. Partnership for Public Service and
American University Institute for the Study of Public Policy Implementation. May 2009.

The rankings include the top five with Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Government Accountability
Office, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Intelligence Community, and the Department of
State.

[Note: contains copyright material].



Full Text:
http://data.bestplacestowork.org/bptw/index [HTML format with links].

Item#3
BRINGING BROADBAND TO RURAL AMERICA: REPORT ON A RURAL BROADBAND STRATEGY. Federal
Communications Commission. May 22, 2009.

Concluding that all rural Americans must have the opportunity to reap the full benefits of broadband
services, Federal Communications Commission releases a report. It provides a starting point for the
development of policies to deliver broadband to rural areas and restore economic growth and
opportunity for Americans residing and working in those areas.

Full Text:
http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs public/attachmatch/DOC-291012A1.pdf [PDF format, 83 pages].

Item#4
CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE GLOBAL WATER CRISIS: WHAT BUSINESSES NEED TO KNOW AND DO. Pacific
Institute and United Nations Global Impact. May 2009.

The report explores the linkages between climate change and water, from both the scientific and
corporate management perspectives. It covers a number of critical areas, including how climate change
is expected to impact water scarcity, water quality, and water demand; the ways in which water and
energy are interconnected, including trade-off scenarios; and how businesses can strategically manage
water-climate risks.

[Note: contains copyright material].
Full Text:

http://www.pacinst.org/reports/ungc_climate water/report.pdf [PDF format, 12 pages].

Item#5
MEDIA AS GLOBAL DIPLOMAT. U.S. Institute of Peace. Sheldon Himelfarb et al. June 1, 2009.

Public diplomacy in today's media climate favors a decentralized approach that reflects the
fragmentation of information and builds on local partnerships that go beyond U.S. governmental
broadcasting to foreign audiences, according to the report. Media companies, NGOs, and third-party
news outlets can reach certain communities that the U.S. government media cannot.

Citizen-to-citizen exchanges and citizen journalism allow for more access and participation in the "grand
conversation" that takes place outside government channels. The United States needs to tap the
potential of citizen media and citizen networks to enhance U.S. understanding of foreign cultures and
overseas understanding of America, says the authors.

[Note: contains copyright material]



Full Text:

http://library.usip.org/articles/1012236.1111/1.PDF [PDF format, 12 pages].

Item#6
NORTH KOREA’S NUCLEAR TANTRUM. Yale Global. Shim Jae Hoon. May 28, 2009.

North Korea’s decision to conduct another nuclear test is a new chapter in leader Kim Jong II's fight for
recognition. But Dear Leader Kim’s gamble may push the U.S., South Korea, and Japan into taking a
tougher stand rather than accede to further demands, according to Seoul-based author. Indeed, North
Korea’s traditional supporters, Russia and China have responded differently. Russia appears willing to
cooperate with the U.S. in adopting a new UN resolution. But China is struggling with its normal
conciliatory approach as internal divisions over support for North Korea intensify. Significantly, South
Korea’s stance in recent months has hardened, as President Lee’s strategy toward North Korea has
favored reducing nuclear capabilities over reconciliation.

[Note: contains copyright material].
Full Text:

http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/display.article?id=12407 [HTML format, various paging].

Item#7
THE NORTH KOREAN PUZZLE. Council on Foreign Relations. Robert McMahon and Jayshree Bajoria. May
28, 20009.

North Korea's nuclear test on May 25, its second since October 2006, once again threatens stability in
Northeast Asia and poses a challenge to the international nonproliferation regime. Pyongyang has also
threatened to disregard the 1953 armistice that ended the Korean War, which could further escalate
tensions on the peninsula. The crisis revives vexing questions about the North Korean regime, the extent
of its nuclear capabilities, its murky succession politics, its seeming imperviousness to sanctions, and the
limits of multilateral diplomacy aimed at denuclearization.

[Note: contains copyright material].
Full Text:

http://www.cfr.org/publication/19507/north _korean puzzle.html?breadcrumb=%2F [HTML format,
various paging].

Item#8
THE PARADOX OF DECLINING FEMALE HAPPINESS. Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania. Betsey
Steven and Justin Wolfers. May 2009.



By many objective measures the lives of women in the United States have improved over the past 35
years, yet we show that measures of subjective well-being indicate that women’s happiness has
declined both absolutely and relative to men. The paradox of women’s declining relative wellbeing is
found across various datasets, measures of subjective well-being, and is pervasive across demographic
groups and industrialized countries.

[Note: contains copyright material].
Full Text:

http://bpp.wharton.upenn.edu/betseys/papers/Paradox%200f%20declining%20female%20happiness.p
df [PDF format, 45 pages].

Item#9
SHIFTING BOUNDARIES: THE ESTABLISHMENT CLAUSE AND GOVERNMENT FUNDING OF RELIGIOUS
SCHOOLS AND OTHER FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS. Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life. May 2009.

The report explores the complex, fluid relationship between government and religion. Among the issues
examined are religion in public schools, displays of religious symbols on public property, conflicts
concerning the free exercise of religion, and government funding of faith-based organizations.

[Note: contains copyright material].
Full Text:

http://pewforum.org/newassets/images/reports/funding/funding.pdf [PDF format, 18 pages].

Item#10
U.S.-IRANIAN ENGAGEMENT: THE VIEW FROM TEHRAN. International Crisis Group. June 2, 2009.

According to the report, for the first time since Iran and the U.S. broke ties in 1980, there are real
prospects for fundamental change. The new U.S. president, Barack Obama, stated willingness to talk
unconditionally. Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, implicitly blessed dialogue, and
presidential candidates are vying to prove they would be the most effective interlocutor. The briefing
seeks to shed light on what Tehran thinks about dialogue, its goals and visions of a future relationship.

[Note: contains copyright material].

Full Text:
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/middle east  north africa/irag iran gulf/b28 u.s. ira

nian _engagement  the view from tehran.pdf [PDF format, 28 pages].

Item#11l
U.S. PUBLIC DIPLOMACY: KEY ISSUES FOR CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT. U.S. GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE. May 27, 2009.



While the prior administration issued a national communication strategy in June 2007, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 requires that the President issue a new comprehensive
strategy by December 2009 to guide interagency efforts. The issues discussed in the enclosures to this
report should be considered in the development of the new strategic plan, related agency and country-
level plans, and other areas such as State’s human capital and security policies.

Full Text:

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09679sp.pdf [PDF format, 43 pages].




