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Hello. I see many students are asking questions about administrative processing. We
want to let you know that the State Dept. and the Embassy are doing everything we can to
make sure students get their visas in time to start their programs in the United States. As
you have noticed, it is taking longer to process some visas than it did in the past. We do
try to process student visas as quickly as possible, but it is imperative that students apply
for their visas early. If you cannot get an appointment for a visa in time, please visit our
website and follow instructions for requesting an expedited appointment. There is no fee
for requesting an expedited appointment. '

We some people are also asking questions about administrative processing for H1B
applicants. We do understand that the lengthy processing time causes a lot of
inconvenience for applicants. Please rest assured that we are currently working to address
this issue and have it resolved at the soonest opportunity. For now, please be aware that it
does take up to 16 weeks to process certain visas and recommend applying far in advance
of your scheduled travel. Furthermore, please note that processing for H1B visas require
up to the same amount of time as processing for other types of visas.
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Please note: if you need your passport back while waiting for your visa to be processed,
we would be happy to return it to you if you can send a fax request to our consular
information unit. Please be sure to include your name, date of birth and passport number:
8531-3333
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Beijing Visa Assistant: (15:50) F X2 4EZUE{E RiE I http://chinese. . usembassy-
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pkuwen: (15:59) We heard that the excess delay in current administrative processing is
due to short of staff at DOS. Yet before Dec 2008 the delay was not as severe as today.
What happened at early of Dec 2008 and could you bring the staff at DOS back to
previous level?

Beijing NIV Unit 3: (15:59) You are right! The waiting time has gotten longer. The main
reason is due to an increasing number of people applying for visas worldwide, especially
student visas. We are working expeditiously to resolve this problem, but as you can
imagine, this will take some time. We thank you for your patience while we address this
issue.



Josh: (16:07) currently many J1, F1's visa checks got clear, why we didn”’t see any HIB
got cleared recently? Is there a clear priority regarding the visa check?

Betjing NIV Unit 3: (16:07) thank you for your question! We do make a special effort for
students to help them make their programs in time.

Flapp: (16:10) Att: F1 visa question: Dear Vo, we have collected check information on
http://www.checkee.info/, can you explain why most December F visas that have not
been cleared are around Dec.15, especially on Dec 15 at Shanghai Consulate. Can you
send a request to DoS to see whether these materials are lost or deleted or ignored, since
Shanghai Consulate never replies emails or fax. Thanks.

Beijing NIV Unit 3: (16:10} if you have been waiting for your visa for more than four
months, you certainly should send a fax to the embassy or consulate where you applied.
Please be sure to include your name, date of birth and passport number.
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hh: (16:24) Dear officer, I applied H1 visa 4 months ago, but it has been checked, and my
boss may want to fire me, could I apply another type visa now, such as H4?How could I
get my passport back? :

Beijing NIV Unit 3: (16:24) Thank you for your question. Regardless of which type of
visa you are applying for, certain cases may still require additional processing, requiring
up to four months. If you would like your passport back, please send a fax to our consular
information unit: 8531-3333
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sun2: (16:32) I had H1B visa interview in Beijing in Dec. 2008 and was told to wait for
the clearance of the administrative process. I have been waited for more than 3 month,
still pending. There are over hundred H1-B applicants in the same situation as I do. We
noticed very strange phenomena that nearly all the H1-B visa applicants on Dec. 2008 are
still waiting for the clearance, but lots of F, J visa applicants who was checked even in
January and February 2009 already have their administrative process cleared. Within the
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last 2 months, there is nearly no H1-B check cleared, but only F, B or J visa. Can you
explain this? Is it possible that the cases interviewed in December 2008 are forgotten?
Are there priority list like that the administrative process of the F, B, J visa need to
processed first compared with H visa? Is this related to the currently economy slow down
in U.8. since more U.S. citizens need jobs and H1-B visa are the visa to let foreigner to
hold on these jobs? Thanks.

Beijing NIV Unit 3: (16:32) Thank you for your inquity, The variations in processing
times for H1B visas versus other types are not due to the economic slowdown. A special
effort is given, however, to students and scholars who require administrative processing
to make the start of their programs in time. Moreover, the slowdown in processing time is
attributable to the rapid increase in visa applicants over the past year. Thank you for your
patience as we work to resolve this issue expeditiously.
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liu_haijun: (16:33) What's the fax number for inquiring passport status? I applied Visa in
Dec. 05, 2008, but I have not received my passport yet. How can I get any information? I
am afraid my passport is lost.

Beijing NIV Unit 3: (16:33) If you have an inquiry about your passport, please send a fax
request to 8531-3333. Please include your name, date of birth, passport number and batch
number if available.
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Zhiping: (16:35) Dear officer: Lots of visa applicants interviewed in December are now:
still waiting for the clearance. However we did see a number of clearances for Jan/Feb
and even March applicants. Could you please tell me (1) what's the reason for the
SPECIAL waiting time for December applicants and (2) Do you have any news
RECENTLY for December cases, especially for H1B visas?

Betjing NIV Unit 3: (16:35) There is no special waiting period for December applicants.
The processing time for _visas has increased overall to about 16 weeks.
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